— thet? 














<2. 











SCREEN 











RADIO 























MUSIC 











eee a eeae ad ith: ‘Becombey 


COPYRIGHT, 


Ww >? ” Ra by ariety, Inc. Annual subscription, $190 ng a 25 @ 
of In . t " Bist 1 of Ce at New York, N. Y under the Bs cp ie, t tH 
1945, BY ‘ man Y, INC, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


ee 





STAGE 











“ARIETY 








VOL. 157 No. 10 NEW YORK, 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRU 


ARY 


14, 1945 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





HOLLYWOOD'S PLAN FOR EX-GI’S 








Nazi Defeat Only ‘Next to Closing, - 
Radio Will Warn: Nips Still in Wings: 


of radio’s V-E Day 





' 
Theme festivi- #— | 
that 


ties will be based on the fact } T ») 
‘ . / . TQ 

the war, on that day, is but_ half Orson W elles Eyed 
ove Japs ‘ conflict is x * 1 ° 
yver, and the Japanese ict As Blue Net Gabber | 
the serious business ahead, according x aoe 
to plans already formulated by the Blue network is negotiating with 
four major networks and hundreds U'sen Welles to do a once-weekly | 
of independent stations throughout 15-minute chatter session on national | 
the Kiieiatee eveuts a la his current “Almanac” | 

Follow ing the bulletin that the | C?UMNnIns chore for the N. Y. Post} 


syndicate. 

Welles attained considerable politi- 
cal stature during the recent 
dential election in his stumping 
Mr. Roosevelt. 


Germans have surrendered, the webs 
plan nine hours of broadcasting 
dealing directly with that 
but underlying the entire day will be 


occasion * 
for 


the pointing up of the Pacific co: 
flict, to make listeners realize that 
the war is not yet won . ° 
Circuits have been set up by all Wirtz Sees Henie 
the networks, through Press Wire- a t oe tae 
less, American Telephone & Tele M | BO 
graph, Mackay, and RCA in the Eu- ain aining ce oo gla 


ropean and other theatres of war, so 
that commentators may gét through 
to N. ¥. headquarters whenever they | 
have something worthwhile to relay. | 
Reaction of the news throughout | , 


For Another Decase 


By JACK PULASKI 
Chicago showman Arthur M. Wirtz, | 


. ‘ who presents Sonja Henie in the} 
the world willbe picked up, not only | ‘Hollywood Ice Revue” and is her 
from capitals of Allied and liberated | partner jn “Hats Off to Ice,” Center, 


nations, but from small towns all|n y. jg confident she is good for 
over the globe. Several of the net- | another 10 years as a boxoffice mag- 
works plan to break in on audience-/| pet Referring to the strongest draw 
participation shows in their studios | o¢ any fe star since skating shows 


(Continued on. page..1Be .- : Mi ose fie 
of yes or Hine ®t aes oe 


blonde. That, he feels, should be ac- 
‘WINGS OVER JORDAN’ complished by reducing the_admis- 
sion scale and extending the engage- 

TO TOUR OVERSEAS 
| When Miss Henie’s show closed at 
Group of 25 Negro spiritual singers | Madison Square Garden, N. Y., last 
comprising the “Wings Over Jordan” Thursday (8), incidentally finaling 


her eighth touring season, the gross 
program heard on CBS Sundays at} was arcund $75,000 more than last 
10:30 a.m., for the past seven years, 


year here, but there were three more 
will tour overseas starting in mid- | 


performances this season. For a 

March under USO auspices. Marks | ieesee- nate ieneteatine aac 

the initial all-Negro choral unit to | arriving at the answer that a goodly 

entertain troops in fighting areas. | percentage of potential patrons were 

Singers, led by Glynn T. Settle, of | stopped by the $6 top. Last season 
Cleveland, are well-known through- 
out this country, having made sev- 


the top was $4.20, and because the 
Federal admissions levy was doubled, 
eral concert tours during the past 
several years. CBS program will 


the scale would have been $4.80 had 
continue with vocal groups from 


the same rates been used. @Increase 
(Continued on page 2) 
churches all over the country tak- é pas 
ing over for six months when unit, 
goes overseas. 


‘ ’ 
Father’ on Short End 
° ° | Making with the quiz-kid business 
Of Life With Gertrude when you're under fire is no joke, 


j}according to Bill Strand, Chi 
Jackson, Miss., Feb. 13. Tribune correspondent home on 
“Life With Father,” playing at the leave from the European front. 
Municipal aud here last week, got|Strand told last week of how easy 
more laughs than usual when the it was to become rattled and for- 
Jackson police department short-| get the right answers. 
wave radio somehow intermittently | Strand and Wes Gallagher of the 
got tangled up in the theatre's p.a.| Associated Press found themselves 
system.- | racing across a Belgian plain during 
For instance, there was the scene | the German breakthrough last 
if which actor Carl Benton Reid, the Christmas, after Nazis had para- 
father, announced to his Yale-bound | chuted into Belgium and were in- 
son that he was going to tell him the | filtrating behind the American lines, 
facts of life, particularly about wo-'| with sentry system thereby becom- 















‘Sinatra’ Almost Proves 


| Wrong Answer to Sentry 
Chicago, Feb. 13. 





men. Then came the voice of ajing considerably more _ involved 
woman over the police department Countersigns had been set before- 
radio: “Calling car 10. Calling car| hand. Strand said, but it was de-| 


10. Go to Gertrude’s house in Fin- 
negan’s Alley.” 


| cided later to make the going for 
| spies tougher by having sentries ask 


Presi- | 


GROUP § 


IAD 


aalh 
LITATION 














By MORI KRUSHEN 
Influential group of motion picture 
industry vets of both the first and 
second World Wars is being formed 
i}in Hollywood to protect the position 
| and interests of men returning from | 
service to the studios Among the 
prime movers are John Ford, Frank 
Capra, Frank Llovd, Laurence Stall- 
| ings and Robert Montgomery 


Simultaneously, 
| product 
| action on 


Hollywood = film 
what promises to become 
the most difficult undertaking of the 
| 1 » ‘ 
| decade for the 





industry—the speedy 
| re adjustment to studio life of mo- 
| tion picture stars, directors. writers 
| and technicians returning from the 
! armed services 
Attack on “war nerves.” whic! 
(Continued on page 14) 


Show Biz Fuel Snag 


With the advent of warmer 
weather. show biz believes that 
crisis and looks forward to re- 
sumption of normal status within 
a short time. Improvement has been 
considerable in most of the 16 states 
affected by the recent Solid Fuels 
Administration order curbing ship- 
ments of coat in order to relieve a 
jam of vital war freight. 

For the first time in two weeks, 
no cancellations attributed to short- 
age of coal have been reported and 
with the continuation of warmer 

(Continued on page 14) 


Deems Taylor Writing 
Music for This Year’s 


Ringling Bros. ‘Spectacle’ 


Deems Taylor, president of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, has been con- 
tracted to write and produce the 
main “spectacle” for this year’s 
Ringling Bros» Barnum & Bailey 
circus, which will debut its 
as usual in Madison Squat 
N. Y., in April’ Taylor will compose 
march and ballet music for a pageant 
that will run about 15 
several different 
initial attempt 


sections It's 
at writing for a circus 


orchestra, or any brass band of that 
type. - 

Taylor will go south to Sarasota, 
Fla., the big top’s winter quarters, 
in 10 days or so. with preliminary 
sketches. He will return to N. Y. 
later to polish off the music, aiter 
which it wil! be sent south for re- 
hearsal 


Sonja’s s Mistaken Identity 


The Meiropolitan Opera Assn.. 
N. Y., got an unusual phone cail | 
last week 





The audience never did find out 


a series of questions, each dealing 
what happened at Gertrude’s house. 


(Continued on page 22) 


“What time.” a voice asked, “does 


| Sonja Henie go on for the ice show?” 


ion toppers are mobilizing for | 


Crisis Seen at End 


e Garden. 


minutes, in | 
his j 


Dicidinimniiieitinain 


Hollywood Looks to Retrenchment 
As Offset to Possible Postwar Setback 





Gertie Lawrence To 


Do Errand for USO [> 


Gertrude La vrence will ZO OVel 


seas shortly for USO-Camp Shows 
heading her own variety unit Ac- 
tress recentiv closed on road in Gil- 
bert Miller's production, “Errand for 


Bernice.” 
A British citizen, Miss I 


zawrence 


has entertained troops in Europe be 
|fore for USO’s British equivalent 
| ENSA 


‘Tempest’ (Shakespeare) 
Ruled Musical Comedy 


By AFM, Salaries Upped 


802. New York 


Federation of 


Loca local of 
Musicians, 


“The 


merical 
classified Shakespeare's 
M. Fe on 
the Bard certainly 
Present 
| revival is accompanied by incidental 


has 
Tempest,” Alvin, 
comedy —though 


Lnever intended it as such. 


rer the union 


vnuch 
tuner, so the rules for 
must apply, although, of course, 
there’s no vocalizing by the actors. 


That means 16 men must be in the 
pit, the musical comedy scale of $92 
per musician to apply rather than 


was scored for 12 men. Norman 
Pincus, who operates the Alvin. 
protested to James C. Petrillo, head 
of the AFM, but says two communi- 
cations sent were evidently ignored. 





Manager contends that the union’s 
insistence means the hiring of un- 
necessary people, 
“feather-bedding.” 
by Washington 


which is decried 





musicians’ local classed “Tempest” as 
| drama, but the Boston local called it 
musical. 


French Radio Back 


season | 


+ 


musical | 


By ABEL GREEN 
Hollywood, Feb. 15 
Postw: film theatre busin 
problem currently being 
iinded in all Hollywood 
tudio The latter, aware of po 
ng grosses whe peace 
oO} rieht now are in the midst 
po O in an attempt to countec- 
{ Lil pos ibility 
cut are not conceding 
) lat a recessio! l 
e\ ble, but if it comes, they Teel, 
it’ yund economic policy to be pi 
p: Lia | 
Joe Schenck figures it this way 
“We can save millions by imagi 
tion an ingenuity. The publi 
the countless | 
whicl ind up on the cutting rooi 
floo: The average producer can 
see values in any script, but can’t 
possibly visualize What to leave out 
We can save at least $300,000 on an 
big picture if we eliminate from 
j} the start. It’s always simple to tack 
on scenes, and it’s less costly, too 
“The boy-girl themes arc no 
longer marketable. We must have 
strong values. We must pay fancy 
prices for basic stories, and we all 
| know that everything else © has 


saying there's as | 
as in the average song-and- | 
the latter | 


DREAM CAST TO WAX 


$65 weekiy for straight plays. Music | 
the Armed Forces 


(Continued on page 22) 





‘DICK TRACY’ FOR GI’S 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
song, if one is needed, for 
Radio Service 
production of “Dick Tracy,” to be 
waxed tomorrow night (Thurs.) at 


Theme 


| KNX for overseas GIs, oughi to be 


“I Dream of You” and show should 


| be dedicated to unhappy radio pro- 


a practice called | 


When the revival | 
played out of town, the Philadelphia | 
‘ | Tess 


In Business Again 
Washington, Feb. 13. 

French have their radio seiup 

| back in good working operation | 

again, according to Paris reports. | 

| The national network, now almost 


reconstituted, has been im- 
two webs. Broad- 


| entirely 
proved by creating 


ducers trying to hit a 38 Hooper with 
a $1,500 budget. 

Here's the lineup: Bing Crosby as 
Dick Tracy; Bob Hope as Flat Top; 
Frank Sinatra, Shakey; Dinah Shore, 
‘Lrueheart; Frank Morgan, 
Vitamin Flintheart; Judy Garland, 
Snowflake; Jimmy Durante, Mole; 
Andrew Sisters as the Summer Sis- 
ters: Cass Daley, Gravel Gertie. and 
Jerry Colonna as chief of police 


WMC Refutes Report 
USO-CS Unesseniial 


A report last week that all USO- 





Camp Shows employees, clerical as 
well entertainers, had been 


washed out of the “essential activity” 


casting to French colonies and to| list by a supposed new War Man- 
| other countries is already almost in| power Commission directive, raised 
| full swing | hob for a while at USO-CS head- 
French radio started broadcasting | quarters. 

;} to South America Oct, 22 and, on; Matter was finally straightened out 
| Dec. 9, Radio Paris began regular; Monday (12) only by written ad- 
|scheduled broadcasts to North] vices from WMC to Lawrence Phil- 
| America. Since Dec. 30, there has | lips, USO-CS exec veepee, confirm- 
| been a daily broadcast from Paris| ing that Camp Shows is classified 
|to French Equatorial Africa. Paris | as an essential activity. 

Radio began beaming to the Danu-| Error came about when a U. &. 
| bian countries in the middle of Jan-| Employment Service official con- 
uary. It is estimated, however, that| fused USO with USO-Camp Shows 
| several months will be ngeded be- and omitted latter from his “essen- 
| fore the French radio is up to the | tial” list. causing demand for of- 


| standard being aimed at. 


ficial clarification from WMC. 
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Cornell Troupe Returns to N. Y. 
After 6-Month Tour of the Front 


A night in the Italian hills with? 
the Argyle Highlanders, while artil- 
lery fire blazed overhead, and the 
actors did skits in return for which 
the Scots sang songs, was one of 
highlights of American Theatre 





VAF Votes 10-Year 


Ban on Enemy Aliens 
Feb. 13. 


London, 


Wing “Barretts of Wimpole Street” Variety Artists Federation has 

troupe’s European tour. Unit, voted to place a 10-year ban on en- 

headed by Katharine Cornell and ilien artists in Great Britain 

Brian \herne, returned to Ne el g to appear on the same 

York, Sunday 11) night afte kK | p i vith them. 

months abroad istead of originally seCO! esolution instructed the 

planned Oo montl fe tion’s executive committee to 
Troupe ited Italy, France, Bel e the British government to bar 

k Ge any and England rT f r vaudeville players post- 

fo for GIs In 80 day 

Italy the gave 80 performances ¢ 

“Barrett ’ also qaoing skits in ho 

pitals and rest areas, for average Gl AUDIENCE A LESSON 

two - shows - a- day. In 62 days 

in France, gave “Barretts” 60 times 


FOR COMM’L PATRONS 


First 17 days in France, after Italy 

visit, troupe was without scenery USO Camp Shows, Unit 351 

Sets were on an ammunition boat APO 413 

which grounded on a sandbar, and ~@ Postmaster, N. Y. 

unusual care had to be taken to} ,, eK aoe 

free boat because of cargo. In Rome Editor Variety : 

troupe had audience with Pope \ kindly sergeant sent me two 

Pius XII. Also gave public per-| copies of “Variety” the other day 

formance in memory of Eleanora) yy 6 Jatest of which was Nov. 25. and 

Duse, with proceeds for refugee re- + enna ronist deltas sou how ee 

_ , . traordinary was the experience of 
Returning performers were Miss ndina bes te taldes of the wae sad 

Cornell, Margalo Gillmore, Aherne, al taaad Wh adh aac on Gaal 

Robert Ross, Brenda Forbes, Nanc; egy : “ pred seria nae eee 

Hamilton, Wiltssn oon, 24 n costal @ eran audiences as against 

Lawrence, Betty Brewer, Kermit 


Wolf, Elaine Perry, Gertrude Macy, | GI audiences. 


| 
| 
| 


; 


| 


| 


McKay Morris, Rogers Stearns, I don't know, but those ticket- 

Chester Stratton, Eric Martin. buyers are going to seem awful 

EE ae, ime after this! I know there has 

bee a great howl for actors to 

T TEES OFF come over here but I'd like to sug- | 

BROADCAS gest some audiences come for a 

RIVE little lesson, too. 

COAST RED CROSS D These men are mighty quick to 

Hollywood, Feb. 13. catch on, even if they've never seen 

Film industry’s Red Cross drive play in their lives, and their re-| 

opens Feb. 26 with 19 studio colonels | Warding response to your efforts is 

working under supervision of Walter something no actor can ator’ to 
Wanger, chairman. Campaign wil] | miss. So, more full-length plays! 
start with a lunch-hour broadcast to Peggy Wood. 

mass meetings on all the major lots. (Ed. Note: Miss Wood is playing 


Committee decided to set no arbi- 
trary quota this year but to aim at 
a substantial increase over the $658.- 
000,raised in 1944. ‘- ne | 
| o 
| Wirtz | 


Continued from page 1 


in “Blithe Spirit” for overseas serv- 


icemen). 








ocala 








Name Red Cross P. A.s 

Exchange area publicity chairmen 
for the film industry’s Red Cross 
drive, from March 15 to 21, were an- 
nounced last week by national pub- 
licity directors S. Barret McCormick 
and Harry Mandel. 

The list, arranged according to ex- 
change areas, is as follows: Albany, 
Charles Smakwitz; Atlanta, Bill 
Brady: Boston, Harry Browning: | 
Buffalo, Charles Taylor; Charlotte, 
Roy Smart; Chicago, W. K. Hollan- 
der; Cincinnati, Nate Wise; Cleve- 
land, E. J. Fisher; Dallas, Ray Beall: 
Denver, Harold Rice; Des Moines, 
Dale McFarland; Detroit, Alice Gor- 





of $1.20. of course, includes the tax. 


okay for theatres seating between 
1.500 to 2,000 but too much for the 
Garden, which regularly has 15,000 
seats. 

Wirtz started to ponder the mat- 
ter of admissions scales after noting 
that the advance sale in Chicago be- 

fore Miss Henie opened at the Sta- 

dium was nearly $500,000 but the ad- 
vance for N. Y.’s Garden, with a po- 
‘tential draw of nearly 10,000,000 peo- 
|-ple, was $300,000. There is another 


ham; Indianapolis, Ken | Collins:' answer to the local engagement’s 
‘“Tiawsas Che,-Jorey- Zigmend: Loelimitatians, and that deals with the 
Angeles, Seymour Peéiser; Memphis, indicated curtailed distributiun of 
Cecil Vogel; Milwaukee, Miss H. tickets. Garden made allotments to 


Brunner; Minneapolis, Charles Win- half a dozen agencies, whereas there 
chell; New Haven, Lou Brown; New | are 46 brokers on the regular list, 38 
Orleans, Maurice Barr; New York, | being in the midtown and eight in 
Edward C. Dowden; Oklahoma City, | outlying districts. 

Robert Busch; Omaha, Ted Emerson;| Another point being mulled is the 
Philadelphia, James Ashcraft; Pitts- consigning of tickets for the Henie 
burgh, James Totman; Portland, | show next season. To date the Gar- 








Ore., Jack Maiiack; St. Louis, Les | den has been selling outright to the 
Kaufman; Salt Lake City, Helen | agencies, a practice dispensed with 
Garrity; San Francisco, Fay Reeder; | in legit. In ticket circles it was 
Seattle, Vic Gauntlett; Washington, | claimed that the Garden held back 
Frank LaFalce. | too many good locations, and when 

, orders were telephoned the Garden, 
| aS most brokers did, they found that 
Ameche Walsh Ask | A the tickets were on sale in the booth 
’ ° out bec entrance lobby, which has 
‘4 mo phone service. Expected that 
Coliseum for Pro Grid next season “regulars,” oF consigned 
Los Angeles, Feb. 13. | allotments, will be made to the agen- 
Don Ameche and Christv Walsh, co- |; “'®5- 

owners of the Los Angeles franchise | _ Miss Henie was on the ice seven 
in the new All-American Football | tes during the “Hollywood” per- 
Conference, appiied for permission to | f°'Mances. Hereafter, ‘her skating 
put on professional games in the | 2SSignments will be conserved, Wirtz 
Coliseum as soon as war conditions | Planning to have the star appear in 
ease up. three or four numbers at the most. 

Conference includes New York, Also planned is to build up the sup- 

Chicago, San Francisco, Buffalo, P°''ng cast, especially on the com- 
Cleveland and Miami, in addition to|®4y end. Freddie Trenkler will be 
Los Angeles. standard in the Henie show as long 

as he Rate and when the war is 
| over the Four Bruises will] also i 
Miss Liberty to Stay fac owe outfit. ry 
__ “Hollywood” played four stan 
For 7th War Loan as: season — Indianapolis, Demreit 
Statue of Liberty replica in Times | Chicago and New York—giving a to- 

Square, erected for the-Sixth War | ‘@! of 68 performances, four more 
Loan, will remain for the Seventh | than in 1944. Total takings estab- 
War Loan drive. Use of the statue |/ished a new record of approxi- 

will be limited to non-commercial | ™4tely $1,750,000, not counting ad- 


a 


undertaking. , missions taxes of $350,000. At the 

Red Cross War Fund drive during | Garden there were 274,043 paid ad- 
March will also center activities | missions, the takings being $602,212, 
around Miss Liberty. grossed in 18 performances. 








serve g ‘ be | : es 
Wirtz observed that $6 top may | all radio theme songs and, if i re- 


| member 


| 














| 











149th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1945” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
fun spot of 
permanent 


| 


Los Angeles, 


institu- | 


It's the 
Really a 


Lion 


} } 
mun 


ALLEN SANG THE SONG, 
AND BENNY GETS GIFT 


th first sittie pre 
sented at the Music Box, N. Y., in 
1929, Fred Allen sang a lyric called | 
“Hammacher, Schlemmer, I Love | 
You Recently, the hardware firm | 
sent him Jack Benny a gadget | 
which elicited the following replies: 
(From Allen) 

i want to thank you for my “bag- | 
bag” or “bags-bags” which arrived 
today. 

bill murray is out of town 
was perhaps fortunate for me 

as you no doubt know the morris 
agency takes 10% of anything that 
is paid, or given to, actors under 
contract to the office. had mr. mur- 
ray been in town he, no doubt, 
would have opened your package 
and torn, off 10% of my gift as his 
commission. 

iam sure that jack benny can use 
one of these contraptions. mr. benny 
is assembled each morning by 
rochester. with his toupee, false 
eyelids, shoulder-pads, rubber stock- 
ings, plastic teeth, girdle and built- 
in muscles i know he will be able to 
file away his assorted parts now that 
he has your handy device. 

the “hammacher, schlemmer, i 
love you” number in the first “little 
show” was the pioneer burlesque of 


RANDOLPH SCOTT. | 





and 


which 


rightly, it was well-re- 


| ceived in those less-chaotic days. 


i am sure that hammacher- 
| schlemmer has survived the times in 
far better shape than... 

fred allen. 


[Editor’s note: “Variety” follows 
Allen’s typewritten, lower-case style. 
He once traveled the Gus Sun time 
with the Singer Midgets, and never 





got over it.] 





So). <an vs. OD +33.) 
Ch 292 Qiao” 


Please pardon the delay in thank- 
ing you for the gift you sent me, but 
I have been up to my girdle in work 
and have hardly had time to even 
read my mail. 

Am sure Fred Allen must have 
| answered you much sooner, but then 
he has nothing to do right now but 
sit around and look lousy. 

Again, many thanks and with best 
wishes always— 





Jack Benny. 


Metro Lines Up 2 
For Gable’s Pic Return 


Metro has lined up two story 
properties for Clark Gable, either of 
which the star is now reported ready 
to work on. One of the pieces is 
titled “Strange Adventure,” the 
other “Lucky Baldwin,” «story of the 
founder of Santa Anita race track. 

There’s a third suitable original 
also on hand but considered most 
likely that Gable will choose one of 
the two titles mentioned. 








‘Schildkraut Dicker 
For 15 Pix at Repub 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Joseph Schildkraut is dickering 
with Herbert J. Yates, Republic 
chief, to make three pictures annu- 
ally for next five years. 


Actor will sign if allowed first to 
play role of Mark Anthony in forth- 
coming Margaret Webster produc- 
tion of “Julius Caesar.” Rehearsals 











for latter start in April 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully ¢¢+++++o++++0+42 





4+ +44 A. 
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Chumps Elysees, Feb. 8. 
We were living in the old Paderewski suite of the Buckingham 


the sound of pianos from Steinway Hall gave the hotel’s radios ay , wha 
beating. We were breaking the morning fast with a continenta! petit 


dejeuner of coffee ahd small square rolls. I remember I had just finished 
one of the rolls and was reaghing for another when the news came over 
the air that Corregidor had fallen. Our troops were now Jap prisoners 
and many never would see home again. : 


The shape of the rolls were so like photographs I had‘seen of Cor: ‘ 


that the parallel stuck in my throat I just couldn’t eat I reme eu 
| reaching for some tiny American flags ‘probably made in Japan) to tick 
in the last roll—a bread we would not break again until the styo ld 
in the Philippines was back in our han« That roll, now hard an - 
otherwise miraculously preserved, stands like a small rock o) edge 
above my head in our Hollywood house. And now the time has cos for 
|us to finish that breakfast so abruptly cut off 
Corregidor meant a great personal loss to me. For, surely. c& 
a concentration camp, would be Major Jack Keevan. The greats C 
I ever saw, I knew he couldn’t imitate flatulence on an empty stoma 
I met him first in Phoenix. A kid of 19 then. discharged from the army 


he had bummed his way from Chicago. He was also the biggest bluffer I 
had ever run into. Our budget was meager and Keevan was 
running us into ways of making it non-existent. Posing as a country Club 
collegian, he had more rich-quick schemes thrust on him than the victims 
of Wallingford, and it seemed to be my job to think our way out of them. 
The best you could say for these adventures was that at least they 


constantly 


', 
SOarp.- 
ened our wits. Some were very small, some were big-time. 
Future Fortune 
On one occasion, Keevan had run imo several mining promote: ho 
said they had an asbestos mine of fabulous possibilities. In theatre rtains 
alone they represented a fortune, he told us. Keevan brought the t} ee 


promoters into our humble bungalow, and before the afternoon over 
we had taken about every cent we had and made it into one cashier's 
check which we turned over to the promoters. Al Kieson, our othe: 
ner, wasn't home, so that saved him from being chumped too. Invited te 
dinner at the home of a local theatre owner and a banker, we began tell- 
ing him of our marvelous investment. He nearly choked. He knew the 
promoters to be phonies. So he made it quite clear to us that it looked 
to him as if we would have to eat around his place for some time to come. 


Believing that no man of avarice can withstand a temptation which 
presents bigger possibilities, I wondered if we couldn't bring a third mem- 
ber into the deal and get all of us out of it. A gleam came in Keevan’'s 
eye as he sized up Kieson and urged me to develop my scenario 

“Well, my idea is this,’ I said. “We will take Kieson here, go down to 
these guys right now and tell them that he wants to get in on the deal. 

“We will make out Kieson’s check for double the size of the check they 
have now. They will give us the check they have and we will give them 
Kieson’s.” 

“What good will that do?” asked Kieson. 
want them to take me for double.” 

“Listen, stupe,” I said, “what they've got is a eashier’s check and that 
can’t be stopped. What we'll give them is your personal check and that 
can be stopped.” 

The promoters fell for the plan and at 7 a.m. we were sitting on the 
curb waiting for that bank to open. 

Another One 

The next time Keevan walked us into something more grandiose. There 
had been’a book published called, “The Mine With the Iron Door,” by 
Harold Bell Wright, and I had: been asked to do some exploitation on it. 
I had cooked up the idea of three cardboard millionaires reading the novel, 
becoming convinced of its authenticity and incofporating a company to 
hunt for the mythical mine. Incorporation papers in those days cost about 
$25 and if you didn’t sell any stock nobody cared how much you claimed 
your corporation was worth. After this I sent three mining students, 
headed by Keevan, into the Catalina Mountains beyond Tucson to set up 
camp against the coming of the cardboard Guggenheims. Then I broke 
the story—all to exploit a western. 

Within two weeks Keevan came home with a humorless Cherokee Indian 
in tow. The dndian wanted to know if I had sent “expert mining engi- 
neers” to the Catalinas to look for the mine with the iron door. I said I 
had. He said, “The mine ain’t there. It ain't 40 miles from there.” 

Since I knew it wasn’t anywhere I was polite enough to ask, “How do 
you know?” 

Said the Indian, “Because I got the mine!” 

Well, I won't labor the point. The three of us took whatever we had 
put aside for a rainy day, at a time when it was pouring, and invested it 
in the mythjcai- Mine. With the Tron Door. 

I don't know how much money that Indian got out of us. All I re- 
member is he kept getting it. In the end he told us he wasn’t going to 
open the mine because the claim was on property which he Government 
had confiscated from Geronimo, and he wasn't going to let the Government 
in on all that gold. So my job was to get him an interview with Coolidge. 
Not being able to finance a trip to Washington ourselves by now, we 
hooked a picture company, which by then was making an epic around the 
Wright novel, to finance the trip for whatever collateral publicity they 
could get out of it. The Indian went through with his act flawlessly, 
even giving Coolidge a cactus cane in return for a handshake. 

Whatever finally came out of the mine, I never did find out. Keevan 
was graduated from the School of Mines and shipped to the Philippines. 
He got into fights with the Japs, even got clinked in 1940 for disturbing 
a very dubious peace. Seeing which way the malodorous wind was blow- 
ing, he brushed up on his old military salutes and won himself a majos’s 
commission in either the American or Filipino forces, I never did find out 
which. 

Now, whenever the itch comes upon me to make a lot. of money easily, 
I can never quite go through with it, lacking such an adventurous partner. 


Wad 


part- 


“You guys are stuck and you 





under his real name, John R. Cox, 


Specialists in the psychology of gypnotism will have to face the issue. 
With Keevan gone, and no Kieson to retreat to, they will simply have te 
strike Scully off their sucker lists. - 


‘NEGRO USO UNIT DOES 
REAL JOB IN CBI AREA 


Somewhere in Assam, Jan. 20. 
“Rhythm and the Blues,” first and 
only Negro USO-Camp Shows unit 
to play the China-Burma-India the- 
atre of war, is racking up plenty 
kudos here among GIs. Troupe has 
dodged air raids, run afoul of tigers# 
and wildcats, etc., to reach spots 

where no other unit has played. 
“Rhythm,” a variety show, is 
headed by Alberta Hunter, singer, 
who acts as manager, and includes 
Mae Gaddy, singer; Taps Miller, 
dancer (also writer of “Flat Foot 





Actor John Howard 
Awarded Navy Cross 


John Howard, featured Paramount 
pl&yer before going into the Navy 


Jr., has received the Navy Cross. 


Citation was for heroism during 
the Normandy invasion. 


- Proser's Pic Plans 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Monte Proser, operator of Copaca- 
bana, N. Y., and Walter Batchelor, 
agent, are in from the east and talk- 
ing of making motion pictures. 
They have several story proper- 
ties, chief of which is believed to 


Floogie”) and Three Rhythm Ras- 
cals, instrumental-song trio. Unit is 











on six-months’® tour of CBI. ’ 


be one about the Copa. 
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Cowan Dissatisfied With Returns On DIST 
Tomorrow, May Hold Up Release pf 


Lester Cowan may withdraw ‘“‘To-* 


Norro World” from general 
‘lease because he is not satisfied 
with the rental returns on the pic- 
ture so far and believes it will be 
fully as timely after V-E day, when 
there may | possibility of getting 
better playing time and terms 


While 
“Tomorrow” 
Cowan has meantime rejected some 
400 contracts submitted by United 
Artists, his releasing outlet, and has 
been holding up approval of other 
deals 


the final step to withdraw 


Cowan. it is. understood, has been 


eountinge on a domestic gross of 
$2,000,000 o etter, a figure which 
ie feels ¢ not be attained through 
the exhibition outlets, terms and 
playing time currently being offered, 
At the same time he feels that quick 
deals are unnecessary for a theme 


and production such as “Tomorrow.” 
Understood that Cowan plans to hold 
out for more favorable selling ar- 
rangement “GI Joe.” 

Meantime George J. Schaefer, 
while not officially reported inked as 
executive head 


on 


duction unit, is reported handling 
many of the administrative details 
for the produce If consummated, 


Schaefer's entry into the production 
setup is planned along lines similar 
to the Billy Goetz-Leo Spitz combo, 


has not yet been taken, | Peter 


Lolly vood Feo 13 
Warners assigned Barbara Stan-| 
wyck and Humphrey Bogart as co-| 
stars in the he Two Mrs. Car-| 
rolls screen adaptatior of the 
Broadway play 

Picture goes into work Ma 1 

| with Mark Hellinger producing and | 





Stanwyck, Bogart Co-Star 


Godfrey directing 


| ties 


UA Beef on Over 


of the Cowan pro-| 


Selznick Pic Sale 


—_—_—______ 
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Refugee money, whit i be« 
| pouring into independent fi! pro 
duction during the past two sea 
earning as much as from 40 to 100 


|} return via profit participatio leal 
as a result of favorable b.o. condi- 
tions, is likely to be diverted into 
other channels as a result of more 
careful selection of indie films fo 
distribution by majo distribs, 
| tighter control of raw film by the 
| War Production Board and difficul- 


which have already beset sev- 
eral independent producers and may 
|involve others if there should be 


any b. o. dip in the near future 
Producers are scanning financing 
arrangement: nore carefully i 


reported less eager to grab dhe 
bankroll offered in view of unfa 


able experience 


VOL 


of others 


San Francisco, Feb. 13 Simultaneously, it’s reported that 

Charges of unfair competition and) indie producers are offering to sell 

violatiok of Sherman anti-trust act) nieces of current releases which they 

may be brought against David -Lown, basing asking prices on esti- 

Selznick in federal court here if} mated national grosses predicaied on 

producer insists upon selling “T'll Be| peturns from first 2,000 or 3.000 book- 
Seeing You” to Fox theatre. United} 


contract calling 
and Joe Blumen-| 


Artists theatre has 
for all UA product, 


feld, operator of UA house, has in- 
structed his attorney. Nat Schlumo-| 
witz. to start legal action to have 
film delivered to UA and not Fox- 
West Coast house 

Film is advertised to open 2t Fox 
| tomorrow (14), and unless settlement 
is made court action is likely to be 


tarted. Schlumowitz didn't state 


when he would go into court but he} 


facts 


1o 


case 
Attorney 


let it be known that 
would be transmitted 


|General of U. S 


| Selznick’s sudden switch 
| he contacted Ed 


with an extension of activity indi- 
cated in due course. Bernard Krei- 
sler, rumored leaving post as gen- 
eral manager for Cowan, has a deal 
running until June. Extension of 
Kreisler’s pact will likely be con- 
tingent on Cowan's future produc- 
tion plans 

Schaefer's deal ‘with Cowan from | 
accounts. would be on a partnership 


would handie finan- 
ribution matters. 


CANTOR’S 2D FOR RKO 
TO BE HOSS MUSICAL 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Eddie Cantor is producing his sec- 
ond for RKO, a musical western with 
songs by Jimmy McHugh and Harold 
Adamson. Joan Davis and Cantor 


will co-star. as they did in “Show 
Business.’ his first for RKO. 

Picture goes in work in May and 
opens in August, which means that 
Cantor will move his radio program 
east in September to originate for 13 
weeks out of New York. 


Incidentally, Cantor’s deal to do a 
column for King Features didn’t jell. 
Joe Connolly, head of the syndicate, 
says he has enough show biz person- 
alities in Bob Hope and Frances 
Langford, but Cantor will probably 
align with another syndicate. This 
is not a new venture for him. Some 
years ago he did a series of columns 
for Hearst. 


basis. Schae 
cial and dist 


er 


, 


Geo. Abbott Planning 


More Film Chores | 


| by April 15. Sundstrom, who is 33, 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
George Abbott, Broadway legit 
producer 
Sol Siegel and F. Hugh Herbert in. 
the filming of “Kiss and Tell” at Co- | 
lumbia — which he produced on 
Broadway—is arranging to produce | 
more pictures. 


His previous experience in cellu- | 
loid consisted of two director chores | 
several years ago. 

Incidentally, Herbert is writing a! 
sequel to “Kiss” 
Archer,” for 
opening in Autumn. 


° 7 > . 
Tinturin’s Pic Co. 
Holiywood, Feb. 138. 

Articles of incorporation were filed 
by Peter Tinturin in Sacramentoefor 
new production company known as 
Signal Productions. 

Tinturin, composer with more than 
70 musical scores to his credit, will 
announce affiliation with major stu- 
dio after articles are cleared. 





When Blumenfeld learned about 
Raftery. UA 
and demanded the de- 
Rattery 


been 


prexy, 
York, 

of “Seeing You 
the deal had not 


in New 
, 
livery de- 


play ] 
clared 


tiated by UA, that he would not rec- | 
and that he would not turn | 


ognize it, 
over the picture to the Fox. Later, 
when Blumenfeld found that the Fox 
advertising campaign 
ing, he ordered his 
ee action. 


continu- 
to take 


was 
lawyer 


in theatres, | 


necvo- 
nego- | 


ings. 


| in returns before distribution is com- 


Established independents, of 


Indie producers placing their deal 
|on the market currently are, from 
accounts, calculating on possible dip | 


San Francisco problem may result | Course, have been getting the bulk 
in internal dissension in the UA|0f their finances through regular 
ranks. Understood Mary Pickford | banking channels. Condition of the 


and Charles Chaplin, partners in the 
company, will. insist that Selznick | 
obtain approval on distribution deals | 
and that he live up to territorial re- | 
leasing deals between exhibitors 


and UA. 
Selznick’s “Since You Went Away” | 
was shown in Blumenfeld’s UA) 


house ahd paid a rental of $93.000 on 
a Sliding scale running up to 50% 
the gross. 


Selznick In Importing 
Swede for Bergman Pic 


Hollywood, Feb. 13 

Selznick has _ signed 
Frank Sundstrom of 
Royal Dramatic Theatre of Stock- 
holm. Efforts are being made by 
Selznick to get clearance from State 
Dept. in Washington to enable Sund- 


David O 
Swedish actor 


strom to arrive here from Stockholm | 


|has also appeared in Swedish films 


currently associated with | 


titled “Meet Corliss | 
the Broadway stage, | 








and will be cast in “Notorious” with 
Ingrid Bergman as his first American 
film chore. 

Extensive tests of Surv 


Istrom wv 


ere 
made almost four years ago in/| 
| Sweden by Selznick. It was produ-! 
icer’s plan to use him as Father 


Chisholm in 
Prospective 
fell 

story 


“Keys of the Kingdom.” 
contract for Sundstrom 
through when Selznick sol 
property to 20th-Fox 


Kazan Off to ated. 








Quinine Wheel Sites 


13. 
20th- 
the 


Hollywood, Feb 
Elia Kazan checked out of 
Fox on a special mission to 
South Pacific battle area 
War Department 
Director will make a survey of} 
island bases in the war zone for the 
purposes of establishing permanent 
theatres to accommodate travelling 
entertainment units. 


for 


of | 


the | 


independent production field gener- 

ally during the coming year will 
| depend as much on how great a slice 
|of earnings is paid for loans by in- 
| dividual producers as on bo. con- 
| ditions. 


WPB Assures Indies 


Last week in Washington 
pendent theatre representatives were 
assured by the WPB they would be 
protected against discrimination in 
distribution arising fromthe limita- 
tion of raw stock for features. 

WPB has set a maximum 
prints for features 


Lesser in 20-Year 
Deal With Burroughs 


Sol Lesser revealed in N. Y. last 
week that he had closed a 20-year 
| deal with Edgar Rice Burroughs for 
}a minimum cf one Tarzan film an- 
nually which will net the author 
, around $175,000 a year 

Lesser, who returns to Hollywood 
tomorrow (Thursday), also an- 
nounced the purchase of a new book 
titled “Show Me a Land.” Producer 
stated he plans production of nine 


of 285 


features within text two years pro- 
viding raw stock is available. He 
will make “Paris Canteen” as soon 


as visas to France can be arranged 
The script for “Canteen” is being 
prepared by Elliot Paul 

Among the players tentatively set 


inde- 


| producers 


for the film are Charles Boyer, Fd- 
'ward G. Robinson and Beatrice 
| Lillie. Shooting is scheduled in| 
Paris, London and Hollywood. with 
the world preem in Paris. Laurence 
Olivier and Vivien Leigh will ap- 
pear in the London scenes 
Sears’ Checlup 
Grad Sears, United Artists v.p. in 
jcharge of distribution has been 


hospitalized in N. Y. for a checkup 
| whieh will extend over a period of | 
several weeks. 


| pleted and also figure that they can 

se finances to produce new product 
of similar quality next season on a 
| somewhat lower budget. In one case 
producer has been asking around 
$100,000 for his 25% interest in a 
film which may gross around $1,250,- 
| 000. Production cost was around} 
| $550,000 with distribution charges 
estimated at around $300,000 

Independent producers, in scram- 
ble for coin last year to get in on 
the Iush market, have been paying 
|off with participation deals which | 
| have in some cases left them with a 
| little as 10% of the profits. In one 
case a producer undertook to pay 
| 40% of the profits on a picture to his 
backers, 40% to the director engaged 
to pilot the film and 10°. for the 
| screen rights to the literary prop- 
erty. 


Plans for his South American trip | 


are postponed indefinitely. 


REFUGEE PRODUCING COIN 





Ma jor Distributors Study Revamping 


Of Clearances to Keep Prints Moving 
In Abiding by WPB Conserving Order 





cea a en 
Goldwyn 8 » Special Junket 
S 
a I liberate 
F e and Belgiun 
Understood that Goldwyn, who 
ynferre vith State Dept. offi- 
( S Washington last week | 
special Government mis- 
He'll also visit Englan 
j 


U.S. Films As 
Intnl ‘Envoy 


Samuel Goldwyn in an exclusive | 
intervie told “Variety” last week} 
and emphasized that one of the most 
radical changes in American film 


production the future will 


be 


of stories 


In near 


in the international-minded type 
to be used, in 


ded 


particularly 


pictures inte! for export to for- 
eign countries 


Goldwyn 
thing 


emphasizing some- 
that’s become increasingly 


ap- | 


parent in the last couple of years, | 
said that- one of the most important 
functions of the motion picture in- 


dustry will be to present the U. S. 


in a proper light to the other nations 


Majo ustributo ire stuay ing 
il to re imp clearances in Varie 
ous exchange area yrder to keep 
) s effect Vv as 
) . Wa 
, " ) 3 Y f 285 
pr for feature This may mean 
a reauctio ) ®) ible elimination 
9f clearance altogether in some 
cases with one of the majo com- 
| panies current! ynsidering chang- 
ing the clea etup in the Chi- 
cago area. If adopted the plan would 
be extended to o‘her situations and 
might be followed othe: lis- 
| tributars 
[Department of Justice in 
priel ents ¢ ea ) najo 
distributors. asks for a_ court 
oraer to restrain the companies 
from granting clearance to com- 
petitive theatrese charging the 
same admission or to slightly 
oe e tneatrc Whether 
the clearance proposals now un- 
der aaah ion in N. Y. for the 
Chicago area are related pri- 
marily to the print problem or 
are also intended as a com- 
promise on the Department of 
Justice action has not been re- 
vealed, however.|] 
Plan is in line with the theory 


which has been discussed previously 


of staggering prints by territories so 


that pictures would not break at 
about the same time in, say, New 
York, Chicago and Los Angeles ter- 
| ritories. Instead, a picture might be 


| 


of the world. He flayed the gang- 
ster film as an example of the worst 
kind of propaganda ever released ! 
and emphasized that the U. S. Gov- 
ernment would look to motion pic- 
tures as a powerful instrument in 
the promotion of international re- 
lations 

“We've got to show the rest of the 
world what America is really like,” 
said Goldwyn. He declared there's | 
no room for a distorted viewpoint, | 


unsavory segments 
national life. 


Goldwyn said, also, that producers 
should not attempt to make more 
than the customary number of pic- 
tures at this time when there is a 


of our 


released first in Los Angeles, for 

example. and all available ‘prints 

used to plav that entire sector be- 
(Continued on page 47) 


BRITISH PIC INTERESTS 
EYE ‘SADIE THOMPSON’ 


British film interests have entered 


: “mee " | bidding against U. S. majors for 
| which comes from giving special em- | 6 as S. majors for the 


| phasis to narrow, 


film rights to the musical version of 
“Sadie Thompson.” Negotiations are 
also under way for a London pro- 
duction of the legiter in a West End 
theatre. Interest is predicated on 
W. Somerset Maugham’s marquee 
value in England. He authored the 


shortage of raw film. He said that | original “Rain” story from which the 
the War Production Board’s recog-! stage adaptation was made. 


nition of the rights of independent 
to receive raw film al- 
locations in their own name should 





not be regarded as a. signal for 
everyone to rush in with exorbitant | 
demands for film. 


Goldwyn stated that he believed 
the WPB would carefully scrutinize 
all producer applicants for film. As 
previously indicated in “Variety,” 
the WPB intends to draw up regu- 
lations defining independent produ- 
cers with a view to denying film to 
“half-baked” or “phoney” entrepre- 
neurs. This proposed action has the 
support of all established companies 
in the industry. 





Wallace Commerce Aide 
Washington, Feb. 13. 
Reports are that Joseph 
Borkin, economist for the anti-trust 
division of the Dept. of Justice, 
slated to become Assistant 
tary of Commerce if 
Henry L. Wallace 
Secretary 
Borkin is well known to the pic- 
ture industry. 
tive part in various actions by 
Justice Dept. in connection with the 
theatres and studios, 
big five consent 


here 


is 
Secre- 
and when 


is 


the 


decree case 


Fenton-Mac Murray 
Balked by Film Void 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


He has played an _ac- | 





Report Borkin Due As 


| 


} 
| 


confirmed as | 


including the! 


Deal whereby Leslie Fenton and) 
Fred Mac Murray were to produce | 
' their own film for 20th-Fox distribu- | 
tion has gone cold. | 


Reason: no raw stock. 


Paramount, with a 50% interest in 
the musical, is also understood con- 
tinuing to dicker for the film rights. 
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Tree’ Probably to Be Sold in Block 
By 20th; Song’ on at Top 7%; M-Gs8 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Feb. }8. 
en Wilson, prod., rnwd, 
Norman Panama, Writer, Par. 











| t 





—e 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


The Will Rogers, Cole Porter, Marilyn Miller and Sime Silverman 


| biographical subjects at Warner Bros. has given the studio the thought 


hat maybe a character in one pic could serve as a trailer for the other. 


| Particularly would it focus around Sime, where Humphrey Bogart— who 


Though selling “Keys of K + —— Mare Platt, actor, Columbia. | ig slated to play the founder-publisher of “Variety”—could make a spot 
dom” and “Winged Victory” singly Rita Corday, actress, RKO. ; appearance in the Will Rogers and/or Cole Porter and or Marilyn Miller 
at hig ercentage terms, 20th-Fox «| St. Patrick’ Ss: Oscar Group Beinie Wayne, songwriter, Par. j films, because he would be a natural character in these pix and thus 
will bs) , : Ted Richmond, prod., rnwd., Col.| further build up the advent of “Mister Broadway,” which ill be the 
en sete Tree Hollywood, Feb. 13 Milburn Stone, actor, Universal. | 548a of Sime 
G 8 ¢ ( Film and Radio Guild ap Melvin Frank, writer, Paramount. | rhe only thing against this thought are the normal production hazards 
ty S € K ted William N. Thorpe chairmai Katherine A. Porter, actress, Metro.| and delays, with frequently shuffled release dates. Meantime. even the 
ree seid ih. Cabetchte tae Ben Raleigh, songwriter, Par. ! writers are inte tlocl king. Charles Hoffman and Leo Townsend just finished 
} ; ‘ Lois Collier. actress, renewed, U “Night and Day (Cole Porter y: rn, pi: ved by Cary Grant) and Townse! d 
ye nittee, cé ting of J Peggy Knudson. actress, Warners.| has shifted to work with Marian Spitzer on the Marilyn Mills torv 
e S Frank J. B vy. R R t Scott, actor, Columbia (“Look for the Silver Lining’). Jack Moffitt worked with S Hel] 

R \ ter a Mary Cava VM a O'Driscoll, actress, U on W Rogers, and now Helln creenplaying “Mist ay 
be U< nittee ; I é B Horswell, writer, Republie working with Abe! Green, editor of “Variety.” who is out th ‘ ahas 
ai t ng actor al ( I Elick Moll, writer, agg on pt ng the script 
done \ ‘ wo re =e ‘ tes actress, 20th-Fox 
Be : = fs ‘ B \I el Ki 1, writer, 20th Fox Obtaining a visa to return to France to look into re at 1 of the 

Cc s B. Lighton, prod., ren’d, 20th. | circuit of 75 picture theatres he founded, Leon Siritsk f om that 
wv f . R Vichael Francis, actor, 20th-Fox. country following the early wartime invasion by the celled 
(Pau Muni-Me Obe JAN LETSCH MANAGED Renee Carson, actress, 20th-Fox. plans to go by boat via Spain and instead will fly to | ‘ y in 
viduallv : , ‘ e tern John. Fante, writer, Paramount March or as soon as good flying weather permits. He wa to 
to be ete é ddi- ‘ : W. MacDonald, producer, ren., Col. | go through Spain 
tional pre-release ents It NON-ARYAN PIX COS. J. B. Daniels, dialog dir., Warners It has been reported in the U. S. that Siritsky and his « caped 
has opened i less 12 such Letscl i » of Wal Rbt. Steven, dialog, dir., Warners. from France with a wad of money This is denied, the sons claiming that 
dates. including p fusic Hall,}| Jan J. Letsch, —— ba i“ Julie Gibson, singer, renewed, Par. | only 1,000 francs were taken out of that country. However, they had 
N. Y.. where it’s currenth) n the! Films and Films Orange of France, W. K. Howard, prod-dir., Rep. banked considerable money in England, where, also they had engaged in 
third ek ali eduled to £0 @! who arrived in N. Y. from Paris| Sam Sax, producer, PRC. | film dealings, and this cache enabled them, on arriving in America, to 
fourth (via Lisbon) recently, is dickering S. Carson, actor, renewed, Rep. | acquire the Squire, N.Y., grind house, and the Majestic, Brooklyn, old 

A venel elease date fe ) with aeveral maior U: &. distribs for | B. Cohen, asso. producer, Rep. | legit house which they converted to a film policy. They also sought to 
remains be st . eee 7 Frank McDonald, dir., Republic Obtain a lease on the Bijou, N.Y. legit, for film purposes and were willing 

Metre new lock even pic-j|a post in France Letsch, who from Chas. Simpson, comptroller, Stone. | to put up $50,000 in advance for a year’s rent, but were turin: down 
ures, recently set up by William F. | accounts piloted the two non-Aryan Henry Kesler, assoc. prod., Stone - 

Rodgers, v.p. over sules, has bee : film companies through the era of Malcolm S. Boylan, st’y ch’f, Stone The International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees is appare: uly 
mereased 0 . sh aac eal on the German occupation, though still Phil Karlstein, dir., Mono. ignoring a letter and resolution sent all its locals by the Internationa} 

Keep Your Powder Dry his | Sound Technicians of the Motion Picture, Broadcast & Amusement Indus- 
picture will be tradeshown in At- | operating head is planning a new M tries, Local 695, of Hollywood. Officials of the IA state tix have no 
lanta today ‘Wednesc ay) Omaa | filiation. ” | Fire Damage ounts comment to make 
Feb. 19 and in all one Excnangcs | Letsch relates that the Germans The Technicians, powerful studio union, of which Harold W. Smith ie 


on Feb. 21. 
Tentative release cate foi “Pow- 


der’ is March 30 


Seven othe pictures now being 
offered for sale are “Thin Man Goes 
Home,” “Main Sireet Afie Dark,” 
“Music Fo. Vlillio ; slonde | 
Fever,’ “This Man's Navy.’ .“Be- | 
tween Two Women.” and “Nothing 
But Trouble,” ith release dates ex- | 
tending from Jan. 12 last to March | 
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BARRY BUCHANAN T0 
HEAD UA AD- pomp 


Grad Sears, v.p. in cl 
tribution for United peteahe. 
signed Ba rry Buchanan as adver! is- 
ing-publicity head for United Art- 
ists. Buchanan has for the past tw¢ 
years “ye special coordinator for 
the U. Treasury Depariment with 
the senaa picture industry.in con- 
nection with War Bond drives. 


Buchanan was formerly with 
Ringling Bros., the Shuberis and the 
N. Y.: World’s Fair. He assumes his 
UA post Feb. 15. 


Coast Indie Theatremen 
Slate Annual Meetmg 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners will hold 
its annual board meeting at the Am- 
bassador Hetel, March 13-14-15, with 
Martin Smith, prexy. in the chair. 
Board members are Hugh Bruen, 
George Diamos. William 
Jr., Rotus Harvey. Leroy V. 
son, Ben Levin, L. O. 
M. W. Mattecheck. 


John- 
Lukan and 


Par eesliee m= Vets 


Employees of Paramount, who be- 
Cause of war service have become 
disabled, are being included in spe- 
cific plans by the company when 
they return to civilian life. These 
would be among other Par employ- 
ees discharged from the services, of 
course. 

This was revealed last week by 
Claude Lee, director of public rela- 
tions for Pury ac whe district -sales 
meeting in Kansas City, presided 
over by Charles M. Reagan, v.p. over 
distribution, who is holding special 
sessions at all district points. He's 
being accompanied by Lee, Robert 
M. Gillham, advertising-publicity di- 
rector, and division sales managers. 


is mi 16 mm. ee 
Washington, Feb. 1 

It will not be necessary 
locate 16 mm. raw film stock during 
the first half of 1945, according to a 
War Production Board ruling here 
today. 

Decision was made following a 
meeting of the newly-formed 16 mm. 
industry advisory committee and of- 
ficials of the WPB, which agreed 
that there will be enough 16 mm. 
raw stock without setting up quotas, 
after the Army and Navy get what 
they need. 


| Origin,” More 
| manded rights to control the export) Colonial here 
| units 


|impression that he was the owner|jng the 


Graeper., | 


| In Stockholder Action tin as house manager. 


to “ab | 


on more than one occasion tried to 


In Theatres; Blaze 


financed by non-Aryan capital. 
Letsch maintained that he was 


operating with capital of “unknown 


In Harrisburg, Etc. 


Harrisburg, Feb. 13. 
than $10,000 damage resulted 
When the Nazis in 1943 finally de-| from fire in Wilmer and Vincent's 
last week. Blaze ap- | 
reports his parently started in an adjoining 
building and spread to theatre. 
‘ity audience of 1,200, watch- 
feature, was guided 
safety by Manager Jack O’Rear | 
Plans for repair- 


of his* product Letsch 
stopped. making films 
Letsch stated last week that the Capa 


of the two companies, resulting from | to 
“misquotation,” was erroneous, and! and city firemen. 


|that he had merely served as the) ing damage caused by blaze, which 


nominal head for the non-Aryan in-| was confined to the theatre lobby 
terests to offset Nazi confiscation. and manager's office, are under way. 
a Expect to resume operations in’ two 

weeks. . 


U, Loew's eile Total egg 


Findlay, 


$1,200 Against N.Y. Exhib) rire caused estimated damage ‘of 


Damages of $1,200 awarded Uni- | $5.000 to Lyceum here early this 
versal Pictures Ca. Inc.. and Loew's! month. Blaze starfed in a projection 
for alleged infringement of three of | room. 
their copyrighted films by Federal —_ 

Judge Samuel Mandelbaum vester- | Texas House Destroyed 

day (Tuesday) in N..Y. Suit was Ingleside, Texas, Feb. 13. 
jagainst the Sanfrebob Theatres Ingleside theatre, operated here, 
|Corp., and Nathan Steinberg, owner | by J. G. Long circuit, destroyed by 
| and manager of the Grande theatre | fire. War Production Board okay to 
in N. Y., for use of Universal’s| repair and reopen the house will be 
“You're a Sweetheart,” and Loew’s| sought. 
“Tortilla Flat” and “San Francisco” sii 
more times that license allowed. | WB House in West Va. Burns Down | 

Universal wins $400, for alleged} Fairmont, W. Va., Feb. 13. | 
infringement of “Sweetheart” and| Fairmont theatre opened in 1923 | 
$500 counsel fees, Loew's $400 for | by “Helen of Troy, N. Y.” burned | 
each of its copyrights and same' down last Saturday morning. One) 
| counsel fees. 


fireman, overcome by smoke, died | 
-L. I. Exhibs Win Out 











later. Fire is believed to have} 
started in the furnace room. Don|} 
Shultz has just replaced Frank Aus- | 


District Manager Sidney Jacobs, of 


| Jack J. Alterman, Lewis B. Alter- Warner Bros., who came here after 


| man and Long Island Motion Picture the blaze announced plans for a 
'Co., operators of the Savoy theatre.) iain: : 
Jamaica, Long Island, N. y . won out Fairmont played legit shows and 
in the stockholder action against) i). jiey switened te veudeville. 
them last week in supreme court, \earners bought the theatre in 1930. 
Queens county. Justice Steinbrink’s . 
25-page opinion favoring the defend- Akron, O., Blaze 
ants, represented by Louis Nizer, Akron, O., Feb. 13. 
ends a five-year contest involving! Fire, apparently caused by spon-| 
the rights of the Savoy. ® taneou® combustion under the stage, 
Action had been brought by Wil- | did $3.000 damage to the Spicer, 
liam Isensee, a company stockholder. | nabe house here last week. Blaze | 
He claimed the Altermans, while in| was discovered while the theatre. 


control of the Long Island Motion! was closed. Will keep house dark 
seives in thd aeame-cf the Coy. Oner- 
of their trust as directors of both Robert Benchley. 
$2, 000, 000 fa Vv \ William Eythe. 
or ‘Venus’ | 
Lena Horne. 
1/000 budget for the filming of “One 
Sir Alexander Korda. 
Broadway play cost the picture 











|" 
| Picture Co., made a lease to them- for a week. 
| +i c a eet ae ee se 
ating Co., us deriving improper ; | 
benefits for themselves in violation bs A. to N. Y. 
corporations. , | Joe Bigelow. 
Sacha itieiene! ‘cities Jan Clayton. 
Abel Green. 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. | E. T. Harris. 
Mary Pickford announced a $2,000.- : 
|“ Miles Ingalls. 
| Touch of Venus” in Technicolor, with| Nunnally Johnson. 
Sam Coslow as producer. ; 
| W. B. Lewis. 
H. L. McClinton, 
Allan Meltzer. 
Victor Samann. 
Marvin Schenck, 
Spyros Skouras. 


Roberto D. Secas. 
Anthony Stanford. 


outfit $150,000 arid 10°. of the profits. | 


MY wLa. 


Earl Carroll. 
Dave Dreyer. 
Marge Kerr. 








Ken Later. Andrew Stone. 

Frank Sinatra. | Wayne Tiss. 

Sammy Timberg. | Spencer Tracy. 
Herbert T. Yates. 


Bill Tuttle. } 


business 
proy e that Vedis and Orange were | release from prison of George E. Browne and Willie Bioff. Le ttey 
further asked about the 2% 
from IA members. 


| be released first, 


| deHaviland, Paul 


said they would be less willing to see his pictures. 


Le. the Methodist, 


epresentative and leader, sent the letter and resolutions following 
. in effect, 
assessments pair is alleged to have collected 


Producer-director Curtis Bernhardt has three Warner pictures in the 


can bit still unreleased And this week he’s started “Stolen Life’ with 


Bette Davis and Glenn Ford and plans “Ethan Frome,” remake of the old 
stage success, to follow. Of the three pix alread'y completed, the third will 
“My Reputation” (Barbara Stanwyck-George Brent) and 
“Conflict” ‘Humphrey Bogart-Alexis Smith) will probably follow. The 
first of the trio, “Devotion,” saga of the Bronte sisters (Ida Lupino, Olivia 
Henried and Sydney Greenstreet), has becn widely 
shown to our GIs abroad, but will probably be stalled on release domes- 
tically for ‘some time. 


Study of public's attitude toward conscientious objectors by Dr. Leo P. 
Crespi, of Princeton University’s psychology department, included sampling 
of opinions toward Lew Ayres. Question asked was: Would Lew Ayres 
being a conscientious objector make you less willing to sce his pictures, 
or wouldn't it make any difference? Almost two-thirds of the public felt 
that Ayres’ action wouldn't make any difference to them. Only 30.5% 
Survey also indicated 
that fewer women than men are less willing to see Ayres’ pictures. Com- 
plete details of the survey will be carried in forthcoming issues of the 
Journal of Psychology. 


Mervyn LeRoy, who is on the Warner lot doing “The Fountainhead” 
pending preparation of script for “The Robe” at RKO, discovered a new 
radio writer, Herb Meadows, in New York, quite by accident. He was 
testing legit actor George Frazee, who was utilizing a passage from “The 
Robe” for the test. LeRoy was so impressed with the script that he asked 


i who did it. Frazee mentioned “some radio writer friend of mine.’ LeRoy 
toid Frazee, “Go out and get him for me.” Frazee wanted to know “What 
about me?” LeRoy said, “You get him and you got a job also.’ This is 


Meadows’ first Hollywood chore. 


Three professors of theology and Archbishop Francis Spellman last week 
approved Metro's proposed screen treatment of passages from the scrip- 
tures for “The Risen Soldier.” James K. McGuinness, Metro production 
exec, came to N.Y. from the Coast for the huddle, returning to the studio 
early this week. 

While “Soldier” is not a religious picture there will be several Biblical 
characters portrayed on which M-G wished to secure the okay of promi- 
nent theologians before going into production. 

Recent rush of motion picture stars and others ipto independent produc- 
tion has slowed down in the last month, with major releasing companies 


|, applying the brakes. Sudden slow-dpwn was brought about by the raw stock 


situation, which has the major studios guessing about their quotas for the 
year. Big companies figure they may need all their raw film to print their 


;Own productions, and are growing conservative about releasing pictures 
| made by outside producers. 


Suave execs on a major lot are using a bit of diplomacy io spur their 
hugely budgeted entry in the Oscar Derby. Voting members of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences are invited, casually but 
cordially, to a special screening of the masterpiece in the studio projection 
room, Personal and cosy-like. Diplomatic idea is that the flattered voter 


| will retain an intimate remembrance of the picture when he casts his vote. 


‘wow Edeliwstr-is proparing story of four men_of the cloth for Warners, 
Episcopalian, Catholic and Jewish ministers Wiio went 
down with their ship. 

The scripter who may work on it frankly told Producer Edelman that 
he’s an atheist, which nonetheless won't influence the WB producer from 
not utilizing him. 

Hollywood laughed at John Carradine when he paid $350 for setting and 
' props for the “Hamlet” show once owned by John Barrymore. Now he is 
renting out the property for $400 a week under a 10-week deal at Para- 
;mount. In addition, Carradine has used the set in periodical stage ap- 
pearances, one of which drew $21,000 for a week in San Francisco. 





| Scarcity of writers familiar with the intricacies of foreign language is 
a new problem in studios where films are being dubbed for overseas trade, 
| With the fall of Germany in the offing, dubbing in that language, id 
soon be added to Spanish, French, Portuguese and Italian, with a shoria#@ 
of capable translators in practically every tongue. 

Metro casting director Billy Grady wired Rags Ragland to grow a beard 
for a “desert rat” role. The comedian nurtured the beard all the way across 
the country. Then Grady told Ragland he’d changed his mind; he must 
now be a clean-shaven player, and that the realistic beaver was no Jonge! 
| necessary, 
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Nat'l Theatres Names McCullough 
To Head Tele Setup: Stone, WB Plans 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Permanent television department 
to be headed by R. H. McCullough is 
being organized by National theatres, 
according to 


+ 


announcement by} 


Charles P. Skouras, circuit president. | 


During five-day annual business 
conference here of NT division pres- 


idents and home office and depart- | 


ment executives McCullough for 
years has been in charge of Fox- 
West Coast maintenance and pur- 
chas y ae tments 

By pl yn an electrical en- 
pines VicC ough has been co 
sultis television engineers ar 

t two y i i 
' in . 
yf ex " \ k Recent! NI 
cir¢ fy i met at Schenectady 
N. ¥ x week of meetings and dis- 
Cussio! th RCA on present tele 
equip E 4 facilities. Circuit, 
with eye to postwar development of 
theatre b s also investigating 
possibilitie of expansion in Latin 
America ; | pre-fabricated theatre 
const! 1 I 
Andrew Stone’s Plans 

Settu pre ient for coming pl! 
duct Andrew Stone, UA pro 
duce nounced he will televis 
scene ali future films. Starting 
with next picture, Stone will have 
only closeups taken by telecine cam- 
era, as long and medium shots are 
found impractical for transmissio: 
onto sma teievision screens, 

Patrick Michael Cunning, video 


expert, will be associated with Stone 
in new venture, film rolling in May. 
Telecine records sight and 
sound simultaneously on one track 
of 16 mn film instead of double 
track employed by regular motion 
picture camera. Plan calis foi 
of television films in serial form for 
15-minute telecasts 
WB Fools Video 

One of the most television-minded 
studios is Warner Bros., which, with 
an eye to the future, and with 
knowledge of the value of film shorts 
for video purposes, bought out Leon 
Schlesinger, its longtime 
producer. Jack Warner thinks that 
these animated reels, along with 
other short subjects, will be the bul- 
wark of future short subject pro- 
ductio: 

Incidentally, “video” seems to be 
the popular Hollywood choice, both 
in pix and radio, as a synonym for 
television 


camera 


ssue 


cartoon 


MASTERS QUITS ODEON 


Toronto, Feb. 13. 


With resignation expected within 
recent weeks, Haskell Masters has 
dropped out as vice-president and 


managing director of Odeon Theatres | 


|of $3,759.968, or $6.57 





Chertok Set to Bow 
With Barrymore Biog 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Jack Chertok, ex-Warner  pro- 
ducer, has his indie setup all ready 





to go. The John Barrymore biog- 
aphy, “Good N t. Sweet P1 € 

) Ge x il 

| 

Chertok a \ i | asta 
ait his disp or 
Ha offic OK 

Johnny Hy W 
Vi « S age! 

T ca | p ; > YY 

e via UA or € 

Another é 1 | uce Sol 
Wurtzel, longtime with Fox Film, | 
is set to go with his own indie 
Wurtzel was give a full year's sal- | 
ry when seve 
the studio last ve He 11 


g around $3,500 a 


Common Failing 


Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 
‘Former Judge Joseph N. Pros- 
kauer, representing Warners in 
the William Goldman appeal 
oase, was telling about the Mast- 


baum theatre, WB's deluxer, 
which is one of the bones of 
contention. 


“It’s one of the greatest things 
in show business, your Honor,” 
said Proskauer to the court. “But 
during the depression it was 
closed for more than 15 years.” 

Reminded that the filmer had 


only been closed eight years, 
Proskauer apologized to the 
court 

Forgive me, your H 
said S I y¢ 
A the ) ) 
t [ | ta < 





Peskay Sets ‘Indians’ 
For 20th-Fox Release; 
Pays 3296 for Rights 


Ed 
10 Little Indiats” through 20th-Fox 
Peskay and h a ciliates in the ven- 


U Sales Up $5,082,977 


But Net Off $347,267; | 


Increased Prod. Cost 


Universal Pictures O nc., 
the cor 


net 


profit for npany's fiscal year 


| ending last Oct. 28 totaled $3,412,701, 


| ated 


or equavilent to $5.15 per common 
share. This compares with net profit | 
per share, in 
the fiscal 1943. U's 
profit before Federal income and ex- | 
taxes amounted to $11,- 
260,601, as against $12,353,168 a year | 


year ending it 


cess pl! ofits 


ago 

Report reveals that rentals and 
past fiscal year showed an | 
$51,561,504, or 
This | 


sales of 
increase totaling 
largest in company’s history 
$46,478,527 reported 
year. J. Cheever | 
Cowdin, chairman of board, pointed 


compares wt} 


for previous fiscal 


out that it marked the eighth con- 
secutive year that the corporation 
had showed such an increase. He 


also cited that the basic cost of pro- 
distribution has stead- 
ily increased, as with other business, 
yver the past year. He said that the 
company was striving to remedy this 
via budgetary 
U's report als 
company is 
on a 


duction and 


contro] | 
o reveals that the 

pictures 
the liber- 
Belgium, | 


distributing 
commercial! 
countries of 


basis in 


France 


; Holland, Roumania and Greece, and | 


POSTS IN-CANADA 


of Canada and the presidency of Em- | 


Films, another 
thanson enterprise. Neither Masters 
nor Odeon would give any reason 
for the resignation and claim that the 
parting was mutually amicable, but 
general talk is that there was a lack 
of harmony between Masters and the 
Arthur Rank interests after he had 
spent three years to build up Odeon 
in Canada. 

Boston-born Masters came into the 


pire-Universal 


film industry via Select Pictures. He | 


later joined United Artists, was with 
this company 22 years, resigned as 
western sales manager in 1941 to join 
Empire-Universal and Odeon. He 
says he has no immediate future 
plans. 





Standard Time Favored 
By Minn. Exhibitors 


Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 
Minnesota exhibitors figure 


Na- | 


} 





| 
| 
| 


they | 
stand to benefit if the state legisia-/ 


ture passes a bill now before it to! 
return the state to standard time, as 


expected. 
Theatre owners here and through- 


out the state favor the legislation 


| 


because it’s figured the daylight sav-| 


ing time hurts the boxoffice in the 
summer, when 


’ . | 
it remains light so 


long that many prospective patrons | 


prefer to remain outdoors. 


Press points out that the new law | 


would throw railroad, bus and air- 
plane schedules into mass confusions, 
inasmuch as the state would be com- 


pletely out of tune with the rest of | 


the country. And what it would do 
to radio program _ schedules 


| 


is| Flicka.” 


that returns are running 
most optimistic hopes. 


above the 





AUTRY DENIED REP. 
PACT CANCELLATION 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Memorandum opinion denying 
Gene Autry right to terminate his 
Republic contract because of pres- 
ent service in the armed forces has 
been given by Superior Court Judge 





Charles E. Haas. Judgment is ex- | 


pected to be signed and filed in 
court this week, and actor's at- 
torneys, Gang, Kopp & Tyre, will 
immediately appeal decision. 
Autry, now warrant officer in Air 
Transport Command, sued Republic 
for termination of pact, charging 
since he is unable to perform its 
terms, it is no longer valid. Judge 
Haas’ opinion, after having matter 
under submission for some time, de- 
clared since Army would give actor 
permission to make a picture if oc- 
casion arose, contract’ is still in 
force with Republic 


RKO May Remake 








’ 
[I'm Carnet Du Bal 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. | 

Charles Koerner is mulling RKO} 
remake of French film, “Un Carnet | 
du Bal,” Julian Divivier prewar pro- 


duction 

Duvivier, now in Hollywood, and | 
agent Pau! Kohner control entire 
package. 


Dietrich Joins RKO 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Ralph Dietrich, former 20th-Fox 
producer, joins RKO today (13) in 
Sid Rogell’s unit. 

Dietrich left 20th-Fox for Army 
and recently got his discharge. His 
last picture there was “My Friend 
His first film under new 


nothing short of mayhem Cedric | pact will be “Falcon In Reno,” tak- 
Adams, Star Journal columnist, com-| ing over that series from Maurice 


mented, 





Geraghty, who resigned post at RKO. 


paid a total of e $325.000 to 
ir all ynts to the 


Agatha Chi tie cl 


Peskay plat a bu 


mately $1,250,000 for the fil “In- 
dians”’ was first scheduled as a Sam- 
uel Bronston production for United 
Artists release. When produc ran 
into financial difficulties, property 


was taken over by Peskay 


WOULD MODIFY CLAIM 
BY FP-CAN. ON SUIT 


Toronto, Feb. 13 
The delayed suit between Famous 


| Players-Canadian and the Nathanson 


| interests, based on a writ issued by 
former on N. L. Nathanson and as- 
sociates for breach of contract late 
in ‘42, has come up again, with the 
Nathanson legal battery submitting 
a motion before Justice Chevier, su- 
| preme court here, to have certain 
statements struck from FP-Canadi- 


an’s statement of claim 
was reserved 


Since 


Judgment 


the action was _ instituted 
various complications have arisen 
Of the important defendants who 
would have appeared, N. L. Nathan- 


son and Clarence Robson have died 


The original FP-Can. writ charges 
N. L. Nathanson with “breach of 
| trust and wrongs committed” while 


he was president and general mana- 


ger of FP-Can While Nathanson 
was lining up Odeon Theatres of 
Canada—and occupying the said 
positions, according to FP-Can.— 


— 


atter charges “wrongful acts in the 
alienation of certain theatre prop- 
erties”; that there was fraud to the 
benefit of Odeon Theatres 
ada; that Nathanson 
furnished to ‘the other defendants 
confidential information relating to 
FP-Can’'s business for the benefit of 
himself and Odeon Theatres of Can- 
ada, Ltd.” 

Similar charges against Robson in- 
clude “breach of duty and breach of 
trust” in the acquisition of certain 


“wrongfully 


theatre properties by Odeon. The 
writ states Robson was a “trusted 
executive” of FP-Can. while acting 


for Nathanson and Odeon. Paul 


Nathanson, son of N. L. Nathanson, 


| 
SAG Ballot Goes Out | 


is also named as “wrongfully de- 
priving the plaintiff (FP-Can.) of 
certain theatre properties formerly 
leased by plaintiff; and wrongful 
acts to procure such properties to 
be leased do Odeon Theatres of Can- 
ada, Ltd.” 

FP-Can. claims general damages, 
an accounting, a mandatory injunc- 
tion for the return to the plaintiff 
of the properties which FP-Can. 


and “other 
Court deems fit.” 


relief as the 


Mugg Goes Respectable 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Jack Jungmeyer, “Daily Variety” 
scribe and former screen playwright, 
shifts to the PRC studio this week 
to become story editor 

Jungmeyer succeeds Jack Grant, 
who has been upped to 
producer status under Leon 
kess, company chief. 





Army Pix Ups Bund 
Fred Bund, Jr., former 
the Army Motion Picture Service. 
He succeeds Raymond B. Murray, 
who died Jan. 3. 


deputy | 
chief, has been appointed chief of | 





| 


| cluding 13 editions of the Van 


| 


Govt Steps In, Sides With Goldman 
$1,350,000 Trust Suit Against 
Stanley-Warner, Distribs in Philly 





Navy Relief Gets Ford’s | 
$200,000 Director Fee 


Metro pa iro S200 UUU 
to Comn ier J Ford 


a 
ne money paid for tne 


services will be turned ove 
N ivy Relief 

Robert Montgomery draws Johr 
Wayne as co-star in Exper 

Jack Holt, after more tha 
years in the Army, retur! 
tures in “Expendable pla 


‘ Repub Buys Rights 


To ‘Vanities,’ Other 
Earl Carroll Prods. 


Hollywood, Feb. 13 

Earl Carroll’s produced works, ir 

] ties plu 
19 pieces in musical and dramatic 
form ready for production and other 
pieces not yet in production form 
plus “Sketchbook” been con 


tracted for by Republic foi 


have 
next five 


years. “Sketchbook” is likely to be 
next on the production slate. Cai 
roll’s services as technical advise! 
are also tied up for similar pe! 
Studio has right to sell anv one of 


properties but may reserve Carroll 
instead of 
Setup is understood 
to be non-profit sharing 

received overall coin for pact plus 
certain consideration for eacl 
erty as used 


services peddling as a 


package deal 


Producer 
prop- 


3 GRANTED NEW CHI 
TRIAL IN THALIA SUIT 


Chicago, Feb. 13 

Following dismissal of 20th-Fox 
and Loew’s, Inc., last two major ex- 
hibs exonerated by findings of Fed- 
eral Judge William H. Holly in 
$3,000,000 conspiracy suit filed by 
Thomas A. Murray, former owner of 
Thalia theatre here, Judge Holly last 
week entered order granting new 


| trial for Milo Theatre Corp. and its | 


of Can- 





: ; | spot 
claims it has been “wrongfully de- | 
| prived,” 





| 33 to 


| 


associate | 
From- | : 
| quick 





prez, John L. Manta; Van A. Nomi- | 


+ Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 


The Federal Government stepped 
into the picture in the $1,350,000 suit 


filed by William Goldman, indie 
Philly exhibitor, against Stanley- 
Warner circuit and the major dis- 


arguments before the 
appeals here 


jutors in 
S. clrcult 
Thursday (8) 


court ot 


R ert L. Wright, special a lant 
t U. S. Attorney General ld 
ee-man appellate court that 
lecision of the Federal 

dismissed the t) is 


: “+, + _ 
© s-UUCLUIT SE a = 


egislation is “endangered.’ 

Sl an interpretation of the 
Sherman a would cause all our 
prosecution of monopoly in motion 

ture industry to collapse and 

cripple our prosecution of all 
mNopoly cases,” he sald 

Farlie Robert Dechert, counsel 

Goldman, had declared that the 

nd Clayton act ght be 
the window” ur the 
rt’s dec yn was reversed 

Fe 11 Judge Willia: H. Kirk- 
patrick, in April, 1944, had d Y ea 
Goldman’s case on the grounds that 


ven had a monopoly existed, it did 


not restrain trade in interstate com- 
merce and thus did not come under 
the province of the Sherman act. 


“Trade Secrets” 
The arguments before the court— 
consisting of Judge John J. Parker, 


Charlotte, N. C., substituting here; 
Judge John Biggs, Jr., and Judge 


Paul C. Leahy, of the District Court, 


Wilmington, also substituting— 
brought out many “trade secrets,” 
and a few amusing sidelights on 


the business, 

Dechert carried the ball for Gold- 
nan, while his star counsel, William 
A. Gray, took a comparatively minor 
role because of his recent illness 

Dechert based his argument 
mainly on the fact that the present 
Warner Bros. “monopoly” in first- 
run pictures gave the circuit powers 
which “endangered free enterprise.” 
He cited the case of “Citizen Kane,” 


| which Warfiers refused to play here. 
| (It was 


later roadshown by RKO, 
which leased the Aldine theatre from 
Warners). 

“Because Warners refused to show 
Kane’ no one saw it in th terri- 
tory until months after the rest of 
the country had seen it,” said 
Dechert. “It wasn’t until Mr. Gold- 


} man sent a telegram to RKO asking 


that he be allowed to show the pic- 
ture first run at the Erlanger, that 
the picture was released.” 
Because no one could see a pic- 
ture until it had a first run in a 
(Continued on page 22) 





kos, theatre circuit operator; and NEW EXHIB ACTIONS ON 

Henri Elman of PRC and_ Capitol 

Exchange. No date was set for new | WEST CLEAR CES 

ial, _ MD AN 
Plaintiff's counsel, including his | Chicago, Feb. 13. 


son, Lester T. Murray, and Harold 
W. Norman, did not indicate whether 
they would appeal Judge Holly’s 
joint order—notwithstanding jury’s 
verdict of guilty—dismissing the two 
exhibs and granting remaining de- 
fendants a new trial. 





For Juniors’ Hiking 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


Screen Actors Guild sent out bal- 
lots to all Class A members for a 
vote on the proposed change in the | 


by-laws, giving recognition to Class | 
A-Junior members, who will fill the 
vacated by the Class B mem- 
bership, dropped Feb. 1. 

Change calls for the election of six 
Class A-J members to the board of | 
directors, increasing that body from 
39 and raising the quorum 
from 11 to 15. 


Burma Battles to Be 
Newsreeled by 6 Britons 


Two impending decisive battles ir 
the Burma theatre of war will be 
scientifically filmed by a team of 
six British newsreel cameramen for | 
release to newsreels in Eng-! 
land and the U. S. 

A documentary newsreel explain- 
ing the strategy of the campaign is 
planned. Decision to film the pro- 
ceedings on this scale was made fol- 
lowing huddles between the British 
Newsreel Assn. and the British Min- 
istry of Information. 


| majors, 


Because attorney who filed clear- 
ance case of Nick De Luca’s Nor- 
walk theatre has filed five others in 
past, none of which has ever been 
heard, indications are that, although 
postponed again last we@k to March 
29, this one won't be acted on either. 
Defendants are Big 5 and John 
Semedalas, owner of Wallace, Milda 
and Ramova theatres here. 

Other actions in Motion Picture Tri- 
bunal office here last week included 
filing of appeal with national tri- 
bunal by Colony theatre management 
of McHenry, IIl., asking reversal of 
Arbitrator William A. McSwain’s 
dismissal of complaint against five 
Balaban & Katz, Publix- 
Great State Theatres, El Tovar Thea- 
re Corp., Crystal Lake, Il, and 
Woodstack Amus. Co., Woodstock, ILL 

Hearing of a new complaint by 
Marchesi Bros., owners of Geneseo 
theatre, Geneseo, IIL, against Tri- 
Cities Theatre Corp. of Moline and 
Rock Island, Il., and Davenport, Ia., 
was conducted by Leo T. Norville, 
with indications that it will prob- 
ably be settled this week. New case 
follows victory of Marchesi Bros, 
over Kewanee theatre, Kewanee, IIL, 
they claimed held clearance 
over them. Arbitrator’s dismissal of 
their complaint was reversed by 
appeal board, with Marchesis now 
playing free of any clearance exer- 
cised by Kewanee theatre. 

Arbitrator Leo T. Norville has ex- 
ecuted award in which seven days is 


whom 


|} maximum clearance which may be 
| granted by Loew’s, Paramount and 


RKO to Leclaire and Illinois thea- 
tres, both in Moline, Ill., over Gene- 
seo, 
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The talk of New York—at the 
Roxy! Greatest suspense- 
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VICTORY — IN TECHNICOLOR 


More hold-overs, more move- “Boffol” say all Variety 
overs than any 20th big one : reports as record run on 
in months and months!  . Broadway continues! 
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“A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN” 
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L. A. Forte Despite H.0.s; Waves’ High 
58G in 2 Spots, ‘Velvet’ Smooth With 
64146 in 3, ‘Suspect’ Nice 376 for 2 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Balmy weather is aiding the local 
boxoffice, and trade is steady cur- 
ently despite holdovers in 12 situ- 


+ 








Broadway Grosses 








ations “Here Come Waves” is 

strong at a possible $58,000 in two F<timatea Total Gross 

theatres hile National Velvet,” in This Week $701,000 

three spots, is solid $64,500 or bette: 3 168 theatres) 
“The Suspect,” paired with “She ; S “s 

Gets Her Man,” looks nice $37,000 = = senate $555,000 
ty houses. Holdovers are paced Last car tuted 

b) Belle of Yukon” in three spots Based on 14 theatres) 

wit like $35.000 on second frame a : a 

“To Have and Have Not,” in fou 

&) final week, will do okay $29,000 ¢ Ma Ti F le 

or over in three houses. Second ses- ray- acs ut alcon’ 

sion for “Bride by Mistake” appears ] vy . 

satisfactory $23,000 in three spots. 1736, Indpls.; elvet 

Estimates for This Week 1 ns ; a 

Carthay Cireile (F-WC) (1,518; 50- 1636, Pirate Thin 126 

$1\—"“Keys Kingdom (20th) (3d e ; ‘ 

wk). Nice $5,000. Last week, neat Indianapolis, Feb. 13. 

$6,000 , With no holdovers and weather 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 50- lerating over weekend, biz here is 

$) )\—“‘Belle Yukon (RKO) and Hanne Sige? h ‘ th nee 

“What Blonde” (RKO) (2d wk). | 8enerally better this stanza an las 

Good $8.500. Last week, sock $13,300. | “Falcon Hollywood,” paced by 
Downtown (WB): (1,800; 1 ya Glen Gray and the Merry Macs on 

“Have, Have Not” (WB) (4th WK). | ine ctage etting top coin at the 

Steady $12,500. Last week, good or a ge, is getting top ¢ 

$16.000 ae — 
Egyptian (F-WC) (1.538: 50-$1)— Estimates for This Week 

“National Velvet” (M-G) (2d wk). Circle (Ki tz- Dolle) (2,800; 55-75 )— 

Started second week Tuesday (13) “Falcon Hollywood” (RKO) and Glen 

after great $16,000 first week Gray ay Merry Macs on stage. 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 50-$1)— Sturd) 7.500. Last week, “Her 

“Waferloo Bridge” (M-G) (reissue) | Lucky Retin (U). and Shep Fields 

(2d wk) Nice $3,500. Last week, | orch with Patsy Kelly, Barry Wood, 

handsome $5,000. on stage, wham $19,200. 


Guild (F-WC) (968; 50-$1)—“Bride 
by Mistake” (RKO) and “Falcon in 
Hollywood” (RKO) (2d wk). Okay 
$6.000. Last week, neat $8,000 for first 


Indiana ‘(Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 32-55) 

“Princess and Pirate’ (RKO). 
Sluggish $12,000. Last week, “Keys 
of Kingdom” (20th), thin $10,000. 


week as film house. Keith’s ‘Indie) (1,200; 35-65)— 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 50-$1)—“See | “Singing Sheriff’ (U) plus vaude. 
My Lawyer” (U) and “Night Club | Oke $4,800 in four-day run. Last 
Girl’ (U) (24 wk). Only $3,500. Last | week, “Allergic to Love” (U) and 
week, low $4,700. | vaude. fine $5,000, same time. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 50-$1)— | Loew's ‘(Loew’s) (2,450; 35-55)— | 
“Have. Have Not” (WB) (4th wk). |“National Velvet’ (M-G). Building 
Finals at $9,000. Last week, big | fast after slow start for sock $16,500. 
$11.000. |Holds. Last week, “Meet Me St. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; | Louis” (M-G) (2d wk), terrific $13,- 
50-$1)—“‘National Velvet” (M-G) | 300. 


‘2d wk). Second week opened Tues- | 





day (13) after solid $36,000 first) Tyai] Lonesome Pine” (Par) and 

week. \“Port of 40 Thieves” (Par) (reis- 
Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 65-85) | sues). Dandy $7,300 on first-run. 

— Alaska” (Mono) with Harry | Last week. “Have. Have Not” (WB), 

Savoy, Billie Holiday on stage. Fair | fine $6,200 on moveover. 

$19.500. Last week, “Meet Miss | 

Bobby Socks” (Col) with Charlie | 

Barnet orch on stage, good $24,000. 30 SECONDS’ GIANT 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 

“Suspect” (U) and “She Gets Her 

man’ (U). Good $17,000. Last week, | 


$20,000 TOPS DENVER 


(RKO) (3d 








“Woman in Window” 
wk) and “Let’s Go Steady” (Col), Denver, Feb. 13. 
$13.500. “30 Seconds Over Tokyo,” at Or- 
Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 50-$1)— pheum, ts ony out ahead this week, 
“Here Come Waves” (Par) and | with sock session on tap. Holds | 
‘Dangerous Passage” (Par). Grea at | over. “Here Come the Waves” is 
$41.000. Last week, ‘“Frenchman’s wee enough at Denham to stay 
eek” (Par) (Sth wk-3 days), okay |S'TOMS enough at Menham to 
$3200 (ta ’ lover for another session, its third. 
“Paramount. Hollywood (F&M) Estimates for This Week 
(1.451: 50-$1)—“Here Come Waves” Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 35-74)—“Be 
(Par). Hefty $17,000. Last week, | Seei ng You” (UA) and “Missing 
“Frenchman’s Creek” (Par) (4th | Juror” (Col after week at Denver, 
wk-3 days), okay $1,800. Esquire. Big $8,500. Last week, 
one? Hilistreet. (REO) Gaee, Se | “Have. “Have Not” (WB) and “Tahiti 
—"Suspec < Nights” (Col), moveover, $8,000. 
Her Man” (U). Good $20,000. Last Bian iat TR: QR. 
week, “Woman in Window” (RKO O) |_ Denham ‘Cockrill) 750; to 
ol ‘yA ane Lei’s Go Steady” | cock $15,000 and holds. Last week, 
as ae . "A. “nq. | SMash $17,000. 
gee ew it 10; 50-61) Be | Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“To- | 
ond week opened Tuesday (13) after | ™sht. Every Night” (Col) and Ser- | 
superb $12,500 last week. en ll ga, Tae ao ee | 
Ss soew’s-WC) (2,404; 50-$1 2 ag eg: go a o> 
"Belle Yukon” (RKO) and What | | “Be Seeing You” (UA) and “Missing 
a Blonde” (RKO) (2d wk). Okay |Juror’ (Col), also Esquire, great 
$20,000. Last week, stout $27,700. | $22.000. aie 5 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100;| Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“To- 
80-$1)—“Bride by Mistake” (RKO) | night. Every Night” (Col) and “Ser- | 
and “Falcon in Hollywood” (RKO) | geant Mike” (Col), also Denver. Hot 
(2d wk). Steady $10,000. Last week, | $3.000. Last week, “Be Seeing You 
great $14,800. |(UA) and “Missing Juror” (Col), 
Uptown ‘(F-WC) (1,790; 50-$1)— | also Denver, big $4,000. 
“Belle Yukon” (RKO) and “What | Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
Binwde”. (RKO) (2d wk). Good | * 30 Seconds Tokyo” (M-G) gand 
$6.500. Last week, hefty $9,100. “Main St. After Dark” (M-G). Smash 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 50-$1)— |$20.000._ Last week, “Woman _ in 
“Bride by Mistake” (RKO) and | Window” (RKO) and “Blonde Fever” 
“Falcon in Hollywood” (RKO) (2d | (M-G). fine $14,800. 
311 cee $7,000. Last week, strong | paramount (Fox) (2,200: 35-74)— 
000. |“Three Is Family’ (UA) and “Big 
“ Witters (WB), (2.500; 50-$1)— | Bon: anza”” (Rep y Solid $7,000. Last 
Have, Have Not” (WB) (4th wk).| week, “Barbary Coast” (FC) and 
Ciusing | arith—$7,500-- Last week. loposice7iBC) tneissues) fine, $8.00. 
good $10,000. | Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Have, 
at Have Not” (WB) and “Tahiti Nights” | 
r 
Col), after week at Denver, Es- 
‘Sunda d |quire, Aladdin. Nice $3,200. Last | 
y Dinner’ Nau € week, “Keys of Kingdom” (20th), 
over, big $4,000. 
226, Best D.C. New Entry "°°" 
>] . . e pa ane 
Washington, Feb. 13. | . 
Holdovers are the big news this|wk). Looks solid $24,000. Last 
week. “To Have and Have Not” is | week, boffo $30,000. 
best of these, still sock at Earle on| Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 34-66)— 
second session. | ‘House of Frankenstein” (U), Sturdy | 
Estimates for This Week $12,000. Last week, “Can’t Help 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 44-72)— | Singing” (U) (2d wk), big $11,000. 
“Sunday Dinner” (20th) with Gracie Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 30-55) 
Barrie on stage. Good $22,000. Last |—“Wuthering Heights” (UA) (reis- 
week, “Between Two Women” (M-G) | sue). Way above average at $9,000. 
(2d wk), average $19,500. Last week, “Hollywood Canteen” 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 44-72)— | (WB) (2d wk), fine $5,000, 
“Between Two Women” (M-G). Neat| Palace ‘Loew) (2,778; 44-72)— | 


$9.000. Last week, “Guest in House” 
(UA), okay $5,500 in five days. 

Earle (WB) (2,240: 30-90)—“Have, 
Have Not” (WB) with vaude (2d | 


“Meet Me St. Louis” 
So good at $18,000 that it may stay 
a fourth frame. 
$22,000. 


Lyric (Katz-DoHe) (1,600; 32-55)— | 


(M-G) (3d wk). | “ 
Last week, boffo | 


‘Keys’ Big 15'4G, ‘Yanks’ 
161,G, Aces in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Feb. 13. 
Although top coin goes to “To Have 
and to Have Not,” Fox, comparative- 
| ly better showings are being made by 
“Abroad With Two Yanks,” at 
Loew's, and “Keys of the Kingdom,” 
at Ambassador, both smaller houses. 
Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-55)— 





“Abroad Two Yanks” (UA) and “3 Is 
Family” (UA). Neat $16,500. Last 
“Song to Remember” (Col) (2d 
$16,000. 
Orpheum 

Song ft Re 


| week, 
wk a 
(2,000; 30-55) 
(Col). Good 
“Blonde Fever” 
ing Manhattan” 


(Loew) 
ember” 
veek 
M-G) and Dan¢ 
500 
Ambassador (F&M) 
ne ia Pao : 
$15.50 Li week 
W KO) 
VI Ty, $15,500 
F&M) OOO: 
Have Not” (WB) 
week, “Here Come 
“Dangero Passage” 
$14.000 
Missouri (F&M) 
“Woman in Wi 
“Gal Likes Music” 
000 Last 
(Col) and 
$10,000 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 
“She Gets Her Man” (U 
ly’s Millions (Rep). 
iF ast WeeK, 
| (W a? ana 
1(U), $5.000 
| 
} 


St Louis’ Terrif 
$22,000 in Cincy 


Feb. 13. 
which is 


Col), $7 
(3,000: 
(20th ). Solid 
“Woman in 
“Gal Likes 


30-60 )- 
Stout $17,000. Last 
Waves” (Par) and 
(Par) (2d wk), 


Fox 


(3,500; 50-60)— 
idow” ‘tRKO) and 
(U). Strong $11,- 
“Together Again” 
Tomorrow” (Par), 


week, 


“No A 


40-50)- 
) and “Griss- 
Solid $7,000. 
My Parents” | 
to Broadway” 


A , 
ACCUSe 


“Bowery 


Cincinnati, 


“Meet Me in St. Louis,” 


high and handsome at the Palace, 
,;and “Have, Have Not,” sugary for 
the Albee, are the only new entries. 


Both are big. A good weather break 
over the weekend and generally fa- 
vorable returns ‘on holdovers put 
; Major houses above par. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 44-70)—“Have, 
Have Not” (WB). Fine $16,000. Last 


week, “Tonight, Every Night” (Col), 
sweet $15,000. 
Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 44-70)— 


"Song to Remember” (Col) (3d wk). 
Hefty $7,500 after terrific $11, 000 sec- 
}ond round, 


Family ‘RKO) (1,000; 30-40)— 
dor on Trial” (Col) and “Girl 
ish” (RKO), split with “Gunga 
Din” (RKO) and “Fighting Gringa” 
(RKO) (reissues). Pleasing $2,500. 


Same last week on “Dangerous Pas- 
| sage” (Par) and “Tahiti Nights” (Col) 
| divided with “Lady Scarfare” (RKO) 
}and “Jungle Cavalcade” (RKO) (re- 
; issues), 


|° Grand (RKO) (1,43 

inight, Every Night (Cah ig, BS: 
| Mild $5,000. Last week, “Keys of 
|Kingdom” (20th) (2d. wk), good 
| $7,000. 

Keith’s (United) (1,500: 44-70)— 
“Here Come Waves” (Par). Fourth 
downtown sesh. All right $5,000 after 
great $8,000 last week. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 44-70)—‘“To- 
morrow the World” (UA) (m.o.). 
|Tall $7,000. Last week, “She Gets 
Her Man” (U) and “Eadie Was Lady” 
(Col), socko $7,000. 
| Palace (RKO) (2,600: 44-70)—“Meet 
| Me St. Louis” (M-G). Wham $22,000. 
Last week, “Tomorrow World” (UA), 
solid $13,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 44-70)— 
“Keys of Kingdom” (20th). Third 
| downtown frame. Poor $3,500. Ditto 
last week on “Barbary Coast” (FC) 
and “Pack Up Troubles” (FC) (re- 
issues). 





SONG’ LOUD 196. IN 
BUFF.; ‘KEYS’ FINE 156 


Buffalo, Feb. 13. 

Biz is booming this week. Top coin 
goes to “Song to Remember.” 

Estimates for This Week 
| bufiate (Siiea> (3,500; 40-70)— 

“Keys of Kingdom” (20th). Rosy 
{$15,000. Last week, “Thin Man 
|Home” (M-G) and “Blonde Fever” 
|(M-G), brisk $13,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Have, Have Not” (WB) (2d wk). 
Grand $18,000. Last week, great 
| $19,000. 
| Hipp (Shea) (2.100: 40-70)—“Fight- 
ing Lady” (20th) and “Sunday Din- 
|ner” (20th) (2d wk). Powerful $10,- 
000. Last week, smash $11,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,300: 40-70)— 
“Song to Remember” (Col) and 
“Mysterious Night” (Col). Tall $19,- 
|000. Last week, “House Franken- 
stein” (U) and “Mummy’s Curse” 
(U), surprisingly strong $13,000. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Torrid Zone’ (WB). (reissue) ‘and 
Faces in Fog” (Rep). Neat $12,000. 
|Last week, “Belle of Yukon” «RKO) 
and “Falcon Hollywood” (RKO) (2d 
wk), fairish $7,000. 








Deepens 
50-60) | 


“Have, | 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total al Gross 
This Week... 
Based on 23 cities, 

tres, chiefly first runs, 

N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ¢. . $2,778,100 

(Based on on 25 cities, 386 theat: theatres) 


. $2,880,900 
186 thea- 
tncluding 








‘Velvet’ cod $35, 000, 
Philly; ‘Lupin’-Carter Hot 


296, ‘Have’ 226, 4th 


Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 
| Return of springlike 
|weekend has  hypoed 
| Philly’s Film Row 
|luxers have big grosses. Pace-setter 
lis “National Velvet,’ at the Boyd, 
lone new entry besides “Arsene 
|pin” at vaudefilmer Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aldine (WB) (1,303; 40-85) 


biz along 


“Meet 


Me St. Louis” (M;G) (8th wk). Hefty 
| $16,500, even topping nice $15,800 last 
| week, 

Arcadia ‘(Sablosky) (600: 40-85) 
| “30 Seconds Over Tokyo” (M-G) (2d 
}run) Solid $7,500. Last week, 
;“Hollywood Canteen” (WB), also! 
lsecond run, ditto. 
| Boyd (WB) (2.560; 40-85)—‘Na- 
tional Velvet” (M-G). Smash $30,000 


plus husky $5,000 for extra showing 


at Earle, Sunday. Last week, “Keys 
|Kingdom” (20th) (2d wk), okay 
$18,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-95)—“Enter 


| Arsene Lupin” (U) with Benny Car- 
ter orch and all-sepia show. Bangup 
$29,000. Last week. “Main St. After 
Dark” (M-G) and.Louis Prima orch, 
$28,500. 

Fox (WB) (2,245: 40-85)—‘“Winged 
Victory” (20th) (3d wk)... Nice $17,- 
| 500. Last week, bright $23,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 40-85) 
— “Together Again” (Col) (2d run). 
Good $7,500. Last week, “Princess 
and Pirate” (RKO), 
ond run, 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,200; 40-85)— 





“Merry Monahans” (U) “2d run). 
|Fair $5,000 on 6 days second run. 
|Last week, “Frenchman’s Creek” 
| (Par) (2d wk), oke $5,700 second 
run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692: 40-85)— 
“Have, Have Not” (WB) (4th wk). 
Nice $22,000 or near. Last week, 
$26,000. 


Stanley (WB) (2,760; 40-85 )—“Now 
Tomorrow” (Par) (4th wk) (3 days). 
Okay $10,000. Being yanked for 


opener plus extra $3,000 for one-day 
showing at Earle. 


‘Ty: , 
Busse- Dinner’ $18,000, 
- Si * b © ¢ 
Omaha; ‘Singing’ Big 11 
Omaha, Feb. 13. 
Better weather is helping all over 
town this week. “Can't Help Sing- 
ing,” at the Paramount, is top straight 
filmer. Henry Busse is pushing “Sun- 
day Dinner” to a strong session at 
the Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
60)—“Can’t Help Singing” (U). Big 
$11,000. Last week, “Keys of King- 
dom” (20th), $10,500. 

Brandeis ‘RKO) (1,500: 
“Tonight, Every Night” 
“Missing Juror” (Col). 
Last week, “Woman in Window” 
(RKO) and “Tahiti Nights’ (Col), 
$5,500 on second week. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-70) 
—‘Sunday Dinner for a_ Soldier” 
(20th) plus Henry Busse orch on 
stage. Strong $18,000. Last. week, 
“Fighting Lady” (20th) and “Bow- 
ery to Broadway” (U), $9,800 at 16- 
60c scale. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-60)— 
“Keys of Kingdom” (20th) and 
“Fighting Lady” (20th). Both move- 
overs. Okay $8,500. Last week, “Here 
Come Waves” (Par) ‘(moveover), 
good $7,000 on six days. 

State (Goldberg) (865: 35-50)— 
“Made Me Criminal” (FC) and “Man- 
power” (FC) (reissues). Fine $3,000. 
Last week, “Was Faithful” (FC) (re- 
issue) and “Show-Off” (Rep), ditto. 











16-60 )— 
(Col) and 
Trim $7,500. 


FRANKLIN HEADS ‘BESS’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Sidney Franklin draws producer 
chores on “Young Bess,” British 
novel by Margaret Irwin, recently 
purchased by Metro. 
Story deals with teen-age love af- 
fairs of Queen Elizabeth of England. 








weather over | 


this week. All de- | 


Lu- | 


‘Suspect’ Boff $29,000, New Det. Ace: 
Fear -Jones Fat 356, ‘St. Loo’ 21G, 2d 


Detroit, Feb. 13. 
Only two fresh bills move into the 
loop this week as general films show 
strength to hold. Top spot probably 
will go to the Michigan with “Min- 
istry of Fear” and Spike Jones orch 


and Modernaires on stage. Fox is 
sturdy with “Suspect” and “Gets Her 





| Man” to lead new straight filmers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1.700: 60-85) 
“Tonight, Every Night’ (Col) and 
“Dancing Manhattan” (Col) (2d wk), 
Moved over from Fox, nice $11,000. 
Last week, “Keys of Kingdom” (20th) 
(3d wk) and “She’s a Sweetheart” 
(Col), former from Fox, brisk $12.000 

Broadway- Capitol (United Detroit) 
(2,800; 60-85)—“Very Tho t f 
You” (WB) and “Light Go On 
Again” (PRC) (2d wk). Moved from 
|Michigan for okay $13,000 Last 
| week, “Casanova Brown” (RKO) and 
| “Nevada” (RKO) (2d wk), fine $14,- 
| 000. 

Downtown (Howard Hughes) (2.- 
1/800: 60-85)—“Princess and Pirate” 
(RKO) plus Martha Tilton, others, 
;}on stage (4th wk). Figuring on a 
good $20,000 in final week after stout 
$26,000 last week 
Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 60-85) 
“Suspect” (U) and “Gets Her Man” 
i(U). Fancy $29,000 or over. Last 
| week, “Tonight, Every Night” (Col) 
,and “Dancing Manhattan” (Col), ro- 

, | bust $33,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
60-85 )}—“Kismet” (M-G) and “Con- 
spirators” (WB). Back for nice $5,- 
900. Last week, “Tender Comrade” 
(RKO) and “Snow White” (RKO) 
(reissue), choice $6,100. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
60-85)—“Ministry of Fear’ (Par) 


| plus Spike Jones orch and Modern- 


jaires on stage. Brisk $35,000. Last 
week, “Thought of You” (WB) and 
“Lights Go On” (PRC), okay $22,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 60-85)—“Hollywood Canteen” 
(WB) (2d wk). Strong $19,000 to fol- 
low last week’s sturdy $25,000. 





| United Artists ‘(United Detroit) 
| (2,000: 60-85)—“Meet Me St. Louis” 
| (M- -G) and “Main St. After Dark” 
| 
{ 


(M-G) (2d wk). Great $21,000 after 
first week's s } wham $26, 000. 


‘Waves’ Rolling Up Fat 


big $10,000, sec- | 


Kansas City, Feb. 13. 
With three of firstruns here show- 
ing new product, and the other two 
holdover, biz currently spotty. 
“Here Come the Waves,” at the 
Newman, is grabbing top coin. Sec- 
ond-week spurt by “Meet Me in St. 


is 


preem of “Here Come Waves” (Par) | Louis,” at the Midland, give it a last- 

tomorrow (Wed.). Last week, “To- | minute holdover. “Keys of the King- 

morrow,” big $19,800. dom” continues steady day-and-date 
Stanton (WB) (1,475; tg at the Esquire, Uptown and Fairway. 

ie ppt (Pac) Od wh). Estimates for This Week 

Fair be aa Ballish-- Ds ew ; 


(Fox-Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 
40-60)—“Keys of Kingdom” (20th) 


(2d wk). Brisk $10,500. First was 
splendid $15,750. 
Midland ‘(Loew’s) .(3,500; 40-60)— 


“Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Nice $10,500 after total of $34,000 for 
first two stanzas. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 45- 
65)—“Here Come Waves” (Par). 
Socko $19,500. Last week, “Have, 
Have Not” (WB) (3d wk), neat 
$9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500: 46-65)— 


| “Belle of Yukon” (RKO) with “Crime 
by Night” (WB). Looks fancy $11,- 
500. Last week, “Conspirators” (WB) 
and “Navada” (RKO), $10,000. 
Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 39-60)— 
“Hi, Beautiful” (U) and “Murder in 
Blue Room” (U) with vaude. Okay 
$10,000. Last week, “Accuse My Par- 
ents” (PRC) and “Babes Swing 
Street” (U) plus stage revue, $11,000. 


‘Tomorrow’ 116, Mont’! 


Montreal, Feb. 13. 
“And Now Tomorrow” ifs top new- 
comer with big week in sight at Pal- 
ace, 





Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700: 35-62)—"“Now 
| Tomorrow” (Par). Smart $11,000. 
|Last week, “The Climax” «(U), ditto. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700: 35-62)— 
“American Romance” ‘(M-G) and 
“Let’s Go Steady” (Col). Handsome 
$9,500. Last week, “Very Thought of 


You” (WB) and “Girl Rush” (RKO), 
$9,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67 )—“Park- 
ington” (M-G) (2d wk). Rousing 
$11,000 after sock $13,000 initialer. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)— 


“Enter Arsene Lupin” (U) and “Gal 
Loves Music” (U). Strong $6,500. 
Last week, “Man in Half Moon St.” 
(Par) and “National Barn Dance” 
(Par), $5,500. 

Strand (United Amusements, Ltd.) 
(715; 35-45 \—“Unwritten Code” (Col) 
/and “Saddle Leather Law” (Col). 
| Average $2,800. Last weck, “Delin- 
| quent Daughters” «PRC) and “Min- 
'strel Man” (PRC), $2,500. 












$19,500 to Lead in K. C. 


Fane 
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PICTURE GROSSES 11 





Spitalny Ups ‘Placid,’ Wow 426, Chi: 
‘Burma Sock 256, Park ton Huge 306 


Chicago, Feb. 18. + 








‘ven eterate tr atron ; oe a‘ ” ahiite tie 40 
Even iny dee “y te A yo ns diller; Still strong at $14,000 after | Have Not” at the Stanley is tops 
here are tg 1€ But Ae hefty open- huge $22,000 first week. Estimates for This Week 
and "prought. a ray of sunshine. | State (P-S) (2,300; 44-60)—“Meet | Century (Loew's-UA) (3,000; 20- 
“Park ngt on” looks especially big Me St. Louis” (M-G) (3d wk). Big | 60)—‘Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G) (3d 
oe . _- 30.500 at United Artists. $12.000. same as for second week. wk). Holding nicely at $12,000 after 
poh pra Burm: a.” at the smaller Uptown (Par) (1,100: 40-50)— | fine second round to $17,200 
i 4 c “e ne] ye ? “a 7? aT ire } 
rje % alco is terrific at $25,000. Frenchman's Creek (Par). First | Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
Roose Placid Serenade” is being|"@be showing. Good $3.500. _ Last |20-74) — “Tonight, Every Night” 
be ow tages t $42,000 by Phil Spi- | week, Rigas rao Spe | (Col) plus vaude (2d x wk) Nice 
ban t the Oriental. Which _ aad Pa a fe 350: 44-80 $16,000 after fancy $19 9,800 opene! 
F ‘ i + ahot ar-Olemes) tou, . , | } | ) » 460 * 
) 5} ) take fo _— “Minest in tna” (th) (ae. wk oe a “> nberge : a 4 2 
< 4) end, being 1M I owe - set er . »« | ) le Susper { ) ou ir- 
\0c - from - the - first-dollar arrange- +. a on oh td sag lly well at $10,000 or ove Last 
t Vier Louis’ Chi stage (RKO) (3d wk), okay $2,000 fare ry niga ai vs 
jebut p od ts t sis $16,000 for “Ml Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55 En- 
k at Downt aided by N¢ ble 6 * ter Arsene Lupin” (U). House aver- 
5 les Palace at darke age of $3,600 Last weel Big Bo- 
. of Loof. looks trim $22,000 fo1 - anza” (Indie), $3,800 
Suspect S Gets Her Man,” de- New (Mechanic) (1,680: 20-60)— j °* 
spite this hendicap “Keys of Kingdom” (20th) (2d wk). | 
paene er . Maintaining good pace at $8,000 after 
Estimates fer This Week Bi SS ae 
ee nice initial week at $11,300 
agus (B& oh Se ae Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25 -66)— 
gether Aggin’ (Col) (4th . “Have, Have Not” (WB) (2d wk). 
onno * ek, fine $11,000. : 7 nast ; 
oct sy co K) re 55-95) — San Francisco, Feb. 13 at 321400. sph sghaaeliaamaaabataniins 
eee une. Gey” (ar) with| Plenty of holdoyers this week. Top|**JeUSe ssa, (1900. 90. 
. sie Ss jee A al at stage | }new entries are “Tall in the Saddle” | 60) - a ae e ‘¢ sat 
‘ mas n : N Bas $44 000 Last week. Rl KO). ith Cl arlie Barnet band at ) —_— rime octo!r ® ourage” 
at ee ll a Golden Gate. and “Tomorrow the | —s ae Se trade at $3,- 
r iewratean (‘Borser) (1,600; 44-95) | Wo it the Unite od Art <M) $3,700. , slonde Fever’ 
Mil » Fifi (RKO) with Marva ‘Estimates for This Week eee wee ; 
Louis a d Noble Sissle orch heading Fox (F-WC) (4,651; 55-85) Meet 
“ten “pill ‘ Sturdy $16,000 Last Me St. Louis” (M-G) (2d wk). Stout rs 9 
week. “Climax” (U) (2d run) with | $27,000. Last week, great $41,643 
Fletcher Henderson orch, Moke & Paramount (F-WC) (2.646: 55-85)— | 
Poke, others. on stage, only $13,009, | Keys Kingdom” (20th) (2d wk). 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 55-95) — an $21.000 Last week, fat 
“ i re $27.800 
“Something for the Boys (20th) (2d As ; P 7 ot - | 
wk). Pert $8.500. Last week, stout | ,, Warfield ele ety ) (2,656; 60-85)— | 
$10,000 Blues in Ni (WB) (reissue) and . 
Grand (RKO) (1,150; 55-95) — | Stase show, “Okay $23,500. Last 
“Bowerv to Broadway” (U) and|.week, “Big Bonanza” (Rep), plus | Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 
“Girl Rush” (RKO). Average $8,500. | Stase show, so-so $23,400. | Biz tapering off again, with brown- 
Last week, “Tall in Saddle” (RKO) | ,. St. Francis (F-WC) (1,400; 55-85)— | out and food threat hurting. Big 
and “Falcon Hollywood” (RKO), six Have, Have Not (WB) Fourth | noise continues to be “To Have and 
days, and “Bowery” (U) and “Rush” | week on Market St. Excellent $15,-|Have Not;” still strong in holdover 
tRKO). one day. tair $8,200. 000. Last week, terrific $20,000 and|at Penn. “Tonight and Every Night” 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95) | Meer house record |is doing well but not exceptional at 
—‘Lake Placid Serenade” (Rep) | ,, poate (F-WC) (2.183; | 55-85)— | Harris. 
with Phil Sn'ts'nv all-girl orch on Nau , ny Marietta ( M-G) and . at Estimates for This Week 
stage Great $42,000 in prospect, | Wa: ithful” (FC) (reissues). Trim | . : - f= 
th band a terrific help. Last week, | $10,000. Last week, “Fighting Lady” Fulton (Shea) | (1,700; 40-65 )— 
) ape ae se Bl Nile le Alaecrn ‘+. | (20th) and “Sund Yinner” (90th) | meys of Kingdom” (20th) (2d wk). 
She’s Sweetheart” (Col) and Spike 20th) and “Sunday Dinner” (20th), : ; 
‘ s Sw ‘ fancy $10.500 |Looks nice $8,000 after last week’s 
Jones orch on stage, sock $35,000. “* = - fancy $13,000 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-95)—| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) | |): ee . 
Se _ oe : .|—“Tall in Saddle” (RKO nat Harris (Harris) (2,200; 40-65)— 
“Suspect” (U) and “She Gets Her 1 addle” (RKO), plus Char- “Toni eke 4 gasp 
ee cates Wildes Ge + araek |lie Barnet orc finee ts tage | ronight, Every Night” (Col). Came 
Man” (U). Trim $22,000. Last week, | #! rn ren, others, on stage. | 
“Bowery Broadway” (U) and “Girl | Great 330,000. Last week. “Falcon out second best with crix and not 
tala Hi atealalras : a | Hollywood” (RK --. w).| doing nearly what was expected. 
Zush” (RKO). six days, and “Sus- | Oly wooc RKO). plus Duke EIll- Around $13.000 ght but e al 
pect” (U) and “Gets Man” (U), one | ington orch., sock $34.000 rat h. = Si 1 ou enou 1 
day, mildish $21,000 Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 40- | 7° 137° ..h0- . week. “Fighting 
ay, I he i a | 85 “Sono , be |Lady” (20th) and “Sunday Dinner 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-95)— | 3: song to Remembe1 (Col). | soldier” 9 
™ ee se , : J Fourth week downtows sore cae | Soldier” (20th) (2d wk), trim $5,600 
Objective Byrma” (WB). Colossal | ul week wntown. Solid $16,- - 
95000. Last eek. “Hollywood | 900. Last week, big $19,600 in 4 days. : 
$25. ,;$ = ‘eciegee | Wen hg i A tata bt ode on Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-65)— 
Canteen (WB) (3d wk), five days, ie ed Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,207: “Have. Have Not” (WB) (2d wk) 
and “Burma” (WB), two days, solid | 40-85) — “Tomorrow the World” “ aces . 1 1 
F 9.000 : | (ITA) Sensati inal $18,000 1 Hottest thing to come along in 
19.00 : ” ee ete 06r% wer "gia thee / ast} months. Sock $18,000. Last week, 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-95)— | Wees, Guest’ in the House JA) | censational $28.000. 
gers of Kingdom” (20th) (3d wk) | (oth wk). $8, 300 Ritz (WB) (800: 40-65)—“French- 
$8,000 ee, ee een eee |man’s Creek” (Par). Moveover. 


United Artists 
95 )—“*Parkington” 


(B&K) (1,700; 55- | 
(M-G). Opened | 


PROV. HIT BY BLIZ BUT 


aturday (10). Looks terrif $30,000. 
ast week. “30 Seconds Tokyo” (M- | 
) (7th wk), brisk $17,000 in eight | 
Hays. Prov idence, Fe. 13. 


+h ety 


Woode-+iaarmocs eee LOS BEEP SE RE RY 








| Modest $2,800. Last week. 


"Qin ea ne NY. Hot; Pirate’ Record 456, Square, 


Baltimore, Feb. 13. 
Holdovers dominate local 
“The Suspect” at Keith's, doing fair- 
ly well. 


“30 Sec- 
(M-G) (5th wk), $2,500. 
(Harris) (1,750; 40-65)— 


onds Tokyo” 
Senator 


‘TO HAVE’ SOLID 186 dinner" oth’. ‘Moveover. “Lady” 


still drawing chief attention. Solid 
$4.000.. Last week, “Can’t be Sing- 





front | 
here this week with lone newcomer, | 


Of repeaters, “To Have and | 

















Berle Sockeroo 1036, ‘Fear’- Long 736, 
Vanities’ Ups ‘Gets Man,’ Strong 356 


Lincoln’s birthday, not ordinarily days through last night (Tues.). Con- 
| meaning so much at the boxoffice, | cluding (6th) week for “Here Comes 
| 5& 9 AS (Pp and Tood er ‘ 
| broke propitiously on Monday (12) | Waves et? soe wine ‘ os gag 

; eat 7 j Oren, others, was excellent $64,000 
&. nro. le h af pe kena anc . - 
| ¥@ provide a wmres-Cay we Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
| with good weather prevailing ove?! joers) (5,945: 60-$1.10).—“Song to Re- 
| the three extremely de age busi- | member” (Col) and stageshow (3d 
4 not onis he | wk Remains in sma ior 
" ¥ 79” y 
y 11 | ) al _ vs : Ww % 
el $129,( a 
nei > SI yes t ait 
(Tues erfe ) t } R . 4 *4 . 1 
epublic (Brandt) (1,064 $1.10 
Nowey t S made. 0 Chicago Kid” (Rep). Better than 
holiday weekend, while last Thurs-| predecessor here, but at $7.000, or 
lav (8 ne lel : lirrent week Vel till on weak side Hol 
; r. Concludi (2d) fran O 
ror severa oh ywWeS the sn VY a 1 ral A riv (Re >) Wa , ly $3 \ D 1 
ryt Int } =) > ry ws ) . = - 
hurt a io H wwever, Ls Ine Rialto ( Maver ) (594: 40-85) Des- 
the whole is very strong tinv” (U) (2d-final-wk ) Dropping 
Another record for Broadway is /| sharply mildish $6,000. bu vith 
being hung up at the Astor, run |S! $10,300 scored initial week 
; ‘ . 3 idds to nice vrofit et » Sal” (U 
house. which reopened Friday (9) )} ~ pla on mt Frid . AY ) ‘ "7 
with Sam Goldwyn’s “Princess and | ‘©P*8ee> On cit : E 
Pirate” which has been looking long Rivoli (UA-Par) (1,092: 76-$1.25) 
for somewhere to light It started | “Keys of Kingdom” (20th) (7th wk) 
| out in smash fashion and on the first | Holiday take pushing this one to fine 
week should hit a giant $45,000 or | $36,000, better than garnered fo! 
over, new high for house. Previous | sixtl when $32.000 w: registered 
top figure was $39,700 made over | Continues into March, under plar 
» Vos 0] e+} ne « : ¥ / oe 
= lly Me F St oo aru yw “ _ Roxy (20th) (5,886: 60-$1.20 
a p nm ol. LOUIS ASO! 1aS | «zy, ‘ ~n & ‘ 4 at} F Mil 
been redecorated but some work, |, 27mg°ver, Sauare (20th) and Mi 
eer ty’ Te ton Berle in person (2d wk). Very 
including addition of extra seats to | ge , ates ; 
bring capacity up to about 1,400, is | steady since opening, combination of 
unfinished. ‘Flashy house front cost picture and Berle ran first week, 
$16,000 , | ended last night (Tues. to socko 

Four other new pictures came in | $103,000. Second we) hg Saucier 

during the past week. Roxy, with | Dinne! (20th) and = a 
“Hangover Square” and Milton | Ditery revue, was sturdy $77,000 


Berle on stage. is hitting a very fast State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-85)—“She 
pace, with socko $103,000 on the first | Gets Her Man” (U) (lst run) and 
week ended last night (Tues.). At/Earl Carroll’s “Vanities of '45” on 


the Paramount the going is not com- 


: stage. With terrific 
paratively as strong but at $73 


support from ros- 
.000 on | trum, very strong $3 


5.000 or better is 
first week ended last night 





rs (Tues. ), in view. Last week was “Music for 

“Ministry of Fear” and stage com-| Millions” (M-G) (2d run) and Roch- 

plement are scoring a virile take. lester (Eddie Anderson), plus Al 

The Johnny Long orch, Louis Jor- |"Trace’s Silly Symphonists in person 

dan’s Tympany Five, Lorraine Rog- fos Bnny’'s Rochester. as _he Was 
rr . ton 


‘immense $38,000 
(WB) (2,756; 


| Sap 
Strand 


first crack at 
is again 


“She Gets Her Man,” |} 
going to town with strong | 


60-$1.20)— 


rostrum support from Earl Carroll's | “Objective Burma” (WB) and Artie 
“Vanities of °45.” Indications point | Shaw orch (3d_ wk). Holding up 
to a big $35,000 or over. Only other |stoutly, with excellent $58,000 or 


arrival of past week, “Chicago Kid” 
at the Renublic, ig on weak side at | 
$7,000 or bit better but will remain | 
over. 

Holdover attractions are generally 


over-sighted this week. Second went 
to big $63,200. Remains on. 
Victoria (Maurer) (720: 70-$1.20)— 
“Fighting Lady” (20th) (5th wk.) 
They’re still fighting to see this v.o 





potent Among these is Music Hall’s | jaqy wi incoln’s birthday sh- 
“Song to Remember” which on third | _— Poovey R big $21,000, oy fourth 
week looks a terrific $123,000 com-| week ended last night (Tues.), while 
pared to $120,000 for second and revious stanza was $24,300. Con- 
holds. “Three Caballeros,” at Globe, | P es det tel ‘ zs 

looks very fancy $35,000, and also | ‘“!"™‘ indefinitely. 

holds. Another pulling "em heavilv car rap 


is Palace’s “Woman in Window.” 
Currently in its third week, it will | 
get a big $38,000 to match the fig- 
ure scored on the second. Stays a 
fourth. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Investing) (1,140: 60- 
$1.25)—* ‘Princess and Pirate” (RKO). 


| Bliz Bops Hub Albeit 
‘Keys’ Lusty at $30,000, 
Durbin Lively 226, 2d 





Boston, Feb. 13. 
hek Which’ ty rer 3 CORT Rae ae Opened ere Friday (9) and cwa at |. oeuinds n, 

“Princess and Pirate” (RKO) (13th | started Thursday (8) to cut "ake the | ole days. . high for h : : wh, Sia cate of 
15,000.» Neat Gis, Lan wee, normally big weékend biz, played Stanley (WB) | (3,800; 40-65)— oan of 406.900 wa nuer Mea Hanke wise tall takes. “Keys of the King- 

of . j id fas s P. : , 
ihiestin some odd tricks with the main stem- | oe LF —— Pg —— jon fifth week of “Meet Me in St.| 40m," new at the -_ Y ~ y oe 
mers, The holdovers, Loew’s State's | hurts this one despite general crix Louis” (M-G), which closed a 10-|°f storm. — KO i sie plus 

a te ‘ “Ae 1. Moderate $10.000. Last | week run on Feb. 4, finale being big | Stage show at the R ooks nice. 

p Ss. tur Lp a oway third week of “Meet Me in St. Louis,” | approva erate $30.300. Ast 1 Estimates for This Week 
b] and RKO Albee’s se d ses rith | week, “Abroad 2 Yanks” (UA), $8,500 stor was closed several Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1 10 )— 

P a <O Albee’s second sesh wit | in 5 days. days for redecoration and building of | ,, - 200; . 
Boosts Family’ $20, 000; Woman in the Window.” failed to |! w (WB) (2.000: 40-65)— house front. Belle Yukon” (RKO) plus Ina Ray 
y | measure up. But Majestic with the |... nee | 9 il gal ny Capitol (Loew's) (4.820: @0-€1 9n)\_,| Hution band, others, on Stage. Great 
Bo et mu * |“Great_ Moment” (Par) and “Na-|, Pp 4 s . iasar? on thre: 
S 146, 2d new “To Have and Have Not,” has | tional Barn Dance” (Par). First twin | “Thin. Man Goes Home” (M-G), | Week slowed up by bliz yn thre: 
Waves’ Stout -_— solid. The main-stemmers usu- | 5i1) of first-runs in some time. N.s.h. | Frankie Carle orch, Marilyn Max- cosning days. Hence, $28,000 is fig- 
y rely on outlying trade for their 00. Last week, second of “French- well, Johnny Morgan (3d-final wk). | Ure@ okay. st . oo 
Minneapolis, Feb. 13. | holdover biz, and with traffic prac- | 542 ong On blow ‘1.| Lady” (RKO) plus Ear! Carroll's 

With holdovers at most houses, the | tically at a standstill, the she ten. | man’s Creek” (Par) (2d wk), $7,000 eB pate gy ole poe Bt “Vanities” on stage, $28,500 

rpheum and Century are sitting on | city trade which usually catches the |?" ™% “Guest in the House” (UA) Ralph Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-74)— 
op of boxoffice world currently. | first week, is piling into the Majestic. | Fdward’s Truth or Consequences ra-| Here Come Waves” (Par) and 
Oing is easier for the former. | Estimates for This Week dio show, Sonny Dunham orch and “Dangerous Passage” (Par). Trim 


thanks to Cab Calloway on the stage 





1 » ie amily.” rever, Albee (RKO) (2,100; 44-66 )— 
Bre “Suspect” ee: ee “Woman in Window _{RKO) and 
with session way over normal. Of | Gal Loves Music’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
holdovers. “Here Come the Waves” Only fait ly good $11,000. First was | 
and “Fighting Lady” is out in front "Ce age “8 r-Loew) (1.400: 44-85) | 
at Radio: City on its second week “Can't Help Singing” (UW) a wie), | 

7 . seas al — é 12 } 
after a tremendous initial session. Good $4,000. Last week. “Winged | 
toun” for ge ag 95) Victory” (20th) (3d downtown wk), 
ar-Singer ;_ 19-29)— | strong $5.500. 
“Dancing in Manhattan” (Col) and : Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 44-55)—“Ne- | 

‘Strange Affa ir” (Col). Good $2,200 | vada” (RKO) and vaude on stage. 
B Sve Gays... 40 Thieves” (U) and | Healthy $6,000. Last week. “Goin’ to 
(a) 2 | Fog — Real iante” | /Town” (RKO) and vaude, strong 

ast week, “Tahiti Nights” | $7,000. 
(Col) and “Jade Mask” (Mono), $2,- | Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 44-60)— 
400 in six days. |“Have, Have Not” (WB). Present | 


Céntury (P-S) (1.600; 44-60)—“The | pace should set new record at this 


er (U). Only fair at $6,500. | scale with solid $18,000. Last week, 
st week, “Sign of Cross” (Par) |“Can't Help Singing” (U). swell $15.,- | 
(reissue) (2d wk), satisfactory $5,500. | 000 
Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 40)—“One| Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
Body Too Many” (Par). Neat $3,000. | 60)—“Big Bonanza” (Rep) and Tony 
ast week, “Main St. After Dark” | Pastor orch on stage for three-day 
(M-G), $4,000. | weekend run. Fair $6,000. Last week, 
Lyrie (P-S) (1,100; 44-60) —“Be!“Sons of Desert” (M-G) (reissue) | 


Seeing You” (Selznick-UA). 


Fourth | and vaude on stage, so-so $5,000. , 
week downtown, second here. 


Mild | State (Loew) (3,200; 50-60)—‘Meet 


$4,500. Last week, okay $5,700. Had | Me St. Louis” (M-G) (3d wk). Mild 

two fine weeks at Radio City. |$9.000. Second sesh was snappy 
Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 44-70)— | $17,500 

“Three Is Family” (UA) and Cab)| Strand (Silverman) (2,000; 50-60)— 


Calloway orch on stage. Smash $20,- | “Here Come Waves” 


000. Last week, “Guest in House” | gerous Passage” (Par). Opened Mon- 
(UA), mild $7,000. | day (12). Last week, “Man Half | 

Radio City (P-S) (4,000; 44-60)— | Moon St.” (Par) and “Ministry of | 
“Here Come Waves” (Par) and | Fear” (Par), good at $10,000 but be- | 


“Fighting Lady” (20th) (2d wk).|low hopes because of poor last five 
This double bill has been a killer | days. 


(Par) and “Dan- | 





‘Tomorrow Brisk 146, 


Last week, “Till Meet Again” 
and “San Diego Love” (U), 
on 6 days. 


(Par) 
$4,000 


lure of other recent shows here, but 


$6,000 despite bliz and two previous 


Gloria Jean open tomorrow (Thurs.). 
weeks at Met. Last week, “Sunday 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 





“Ct Loui 4 13G 2d “The Suspect” (U) (3d- ) |Dinner” (20th) and “Fighting Lady” 
Port.; t. ouls Bg Finished pore pl tig, So nighi (20th), $7,800. 
Portland, Ore., Feb. 13. | (Tues.) at okay $21,000, and goes Majestic (Shubert) (1,509; 40-74) 
Biz continues on upbeat despite | three additional days. Initial week —“Dark Waters” (UA) (2d wk). 
| numerous holdovers. “And Now|! was very strong $30,000. “Here Come |Good $5,000; $8,000 first. 
| Tomorrow,” at Orpheum. is sole | Co-Eds” (U) opens Saturday (17). , Memorial (RKO) £2,900; 40-75) — 
newcomer, and strong. Globe (Brandt) (1,416; 60-$1.20)— | “Can't Help Singing (U) and “En- 
Estimates for This Week “Three Caballeros” (RKO) (2d wi). | €™ Arsene Lupin (U). Durbin 
Broadway (J. J. Parker) (1,900; | Continues exceptionally big at $35,000 starrer still lively at $22,090 on sec- 
40-80)—“Have, Have Not” (WB) (2d| or better. Opening week went to|0nd week after smash $29,090 first. 
wk). Big $14,000. Last week, great | $38,000. establishing new record for| Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-74) 
| $18,500. theatre. —‘Keys Kingdom” (20th). Would 
United Artists (Parker) (900; 40- | Gotham (Brandt) (900: 60-$1.20)— | have been wow but for storm; strong 
80)—“‘Meet Me St. Louis” (M-G)| |“Mr. Emmanuel” (UA) (6th wk) | at $30.000 or near. Last week. “Here 
(2d wk). Smash $13,000. Last week. | Holding steady at near $12.000 for |Come Waves” (Par) and “Dangerous 
record $14,200. ‘ this week (6th). right behind $12.700 | Passage” (Par) (2d wk), big $26,000 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | posictered on fifth. both excellent for Orpheum (Loew) (2,900: 35-75)— 
(1,800; a ae? Aer . gg this small-seater. Continues indef “Song to Remember” (Col) (3d wk). 
Par) and “National Barn Dance | Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 50-$1.20)— | Plenty potent at near $23,000. Last 
(Par). | Strong $14,000. Tast, week: | “Roughly Speaking” (WB) (3d wk).| Week, $26,800. 
“anadow By Be. (Mone) (3d Close to $24,000, suitable profit, was | , Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-74 oe 
wk). $7,500 ; on — week pony last I ao, ssnae Wana PO le 5 
: : . ‘ ° ( (lues) irst was $26,500. not j ige s ss 
ee SES es CA wed. | but oke ~ despite two weeks at Met at $15,000. 
Modest $8 000 in 6 days Last week. | Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.10)— | Last week, * ‘Sunday Dinne oy" (20th) 
socko $16,000. ; | “Woman in Window” (RKO? (3d and “Fighting Lady (20th), $16,000. 
Oriental (H-E) (2,040: 40-80)—| WK). Holiday weekend helping to | State (Loew) (3,200; 35-75)— Wa- 
“Now Tomorrow” (Par) and “Na- push this one to sock $38,000 this | terloo Bridge” (M-G) (reissue) and 
tional Barn Dance” (Par) Okay | week (3d). same as struck on second }; “Main St. After Dark (M-G). Split 
$7,500. Last week, “Winged Victory” | stanza. Holds a fourth with Orpheum on this bill but could 
(20th), $7,000 in 6 days. | Paramount (Par) (3,664; 60-$1.20) | have held “Song to Remember 
Music Box (H-E) (1.000; 40-80)— |—‘“Ministry of Fear” (Par), Johnny '(Col). Third week of “Song” was 
“Princess and Pirate’ (RKO) and/|Long orch, Louis Jordan’s Tympany |} sweet at $14,009. = 
“The Climax” (U). Nice $4,500. | Five, Lorraine Rognan and Jan Mur-| Translux (Translux) (900; 30-74) 


(2d wk). —‘Mummy’s Curse” (U) and “Dead 
Man’s Eyes” (U) (3d wk). Fat $3,- 


500. Last week, $5,000 


ray Not up to socko stat- 


still virile at $73.000 on initial seven 
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Gold rush days 
in roaring Alaska 
... with singing 
and. dancing and 
thrills and excite: 
mentand love and 
fun full of gusto! 
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“The Enchanted Cottage” 
(RKO). Fine, sensitive drama 
_— with Dorothy McGuire, Robert 
; Young and Herbert Marshall. 
The Enchanted Cottage | | eer? _ this vehicle ines not Seoktaiia tin 
> rovide tne proper ftormuia for the ae 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. |? “ | 
; age — i sen full and effective use of the comic’s It's in the Bag” (UA). Fred 

RKO release of Harriet Parsons produce |_ ility Allen. starrer geared for satis- 
tion (Jack Gross, executive producer), Stars abi ity. 8 ; ; 
Dorothy Me Guire, Robert Young, and Her- | Jack Skirball has, perhaps wisely, factory b.o. 

, ' J ry *s . 
bert Marsball, Directed by John ¢ _ . }poured everything into talent. The ‘Circumstantial Evidence” 
3 eecaioe Mae sche a a ae Ar | result is something like a series of (20th). ° Mild crime meller: B- 
thur Wing Pinero: camera, Ted ‘Tetzlaff; | Vaudeville skits, mostly good, but in- grade dualer. 
aa : = preriian:: sper a Tec — . a sereenpta) : “Frisco Sal” (Songs) (U). 

ernor . ; UAK , — er neniey i S a nod as a ’ —_ . 

musi tor. «. B ’ ft ctor ee ee + Drama and romance on Frisco’s 
anky insect exterminator as does : 
sd \. 1 4 : i ' B ary Coast in the old days 
91 MINS I Le Ty é oO |! : espec- 7 , J 
f ' acle oung ee all the ar ially profitable biz 
‘ ’ vers The Chicago Kid” (Rep) 
+ Yarn is a t le ( t« F; ( f iodern gangster 
\ Allen) who sudden . t r vith Donald Barry; 
ae , ted $12,000,000 f1 sat tr upporter for duals. 
: ren discovers that the ! icy piace s ENE 
+ Sappeared \ ) learns that 
€ +h, } ’ . 1 4 
: e of th , , ; ‘ : i F< hall in love, but girl gets 
~ , ‘ ae ‘. : evidence 1 former was responsible 
Peas ‘ ‘ I he appearance. Pair get 
Wwe rnized version f pl vsS €) Locetinel 1 € finish, with Curtk: 
Ode ae i ' | ‘ . . . 
: ; ; , disclosed as the lost brother. 

thur Wing Pinero. a silent picture . CC € ’ 
- 9 , th Richard Bart! Bey capabiy handles his role, with 
of 20 ve s ago with Richard Barthe e si ssa : : : . 

P Mav McAvo is an artist! < BRC OR ERENE SHEE RGR Miss Foster teaming nicely. She 
mess Nha VICS yY, Isa } - rp hee . 
production which will catch both Evidence clicks with delivery her two low- 

‘ a ; . , cad registe torchy songs, bes whict 
critical praise and plenty of aua- , iectet alk a me ! - hy 7 ( gs, re t i , ich 
ence aitention. With Dorothy mo Sta Michael u's : ‘ s “Beloved,” by George agene) 
Guire. Robert Young and Herbert |! eatures Trudy M Rillv ¢ .|and Edward Ward. Collette Lyons 
Marsh: 1) toplining -in 1 op. perform- Rtuth Ford, Reed HH stands out as the comedienne of the 
Marsha toph n top he ie 1 i wanpes ae S oa a ‘ Perm 

nees, “Enchanted Cottage” will pk } low, hile Curtis, Andy Devine, 

; le ~ - > eel fe hl . . ~ : , 
- me rrs tune at the boxoffice : < uel 0 ; N hom Gomez, Samuel S. Hinds, 
' ii L ' « '} ‘ ‘ . i | it ‘ ‘. » ~ . 
Sensitive love story ol returnec s Du n ¢ and Fuzzy Knight are prominent in 
= . co ha , mie Ha en | support. 
Wal veteran Viln wely fac al Lio \ j a 4 67 MINS "Brod rect ‘Ge ‘se Wage . 
figurements, and the homely siave) , a aa ocducer-director George aggnel 
both self-conscious of their handi- | x “pte ~tws Malan [eee plenty of pace to the un- 
caps s sincerely told both in the scene: See ' ‘yehal) | 1olding, taking full advantage of the 
ocr ipt ‘and outstanding direction of | Pat Billy Cummings | colorful background for lusty drama 
John Cromwell. It’s a tin ely dram moe g 2 ee jand two wild and comedic saloon 
which shouid impress on relatives 3 nthe , Ze | brawls. Original script by Curt Siod- 
and friends of the returning crippl i si j - mak and Gerald Geraghty ‘Wale 
. ran <« . ) leranc Bot I L pact. a 
or disfigured a necessity fol toleranc ; aE oA : I 7 7 i 
of such scars to make re ‘eggect on || White lohn Kile oad a 
of the boys easier through eiuminat- i Ke M m i 
ing personal self-consciousness of | W en J on | T ine e hie ago Kid 
heir it tne Chairm Wil B. Dav on | Rep e of Kddy White produc- 
thei Injures. as G nor H John jilamilton | tion e s Donald Barry; features Otto 

Bricf prolog establishes Young _as Krage ypne Roberts, Chick Chandlet 
the fiver who leases a cottage for his Directed by 1 nk MeDonald, Screenplay 
honeymoon, but is called to service A tedious, trite melodrama about | Ja fownley, from story by Karl Brown 
on eve of his wedding. Two years a man sentenced to the chair on eir- | Ce. rai = le og | ge td a - 
later he returns to hide his war dis- |cumstantial evidence, this 20th-FOX | Repuvtic, N - starting Feb, 10, °45, Run- 
figurements from his family at the film hasn't more than good inten- | ning time, 3 MENS, 
cottage. where Miss McGuire is hid- |tions to recommend it. Strictly B- | Joe erritl misagekakd Donald Bari 
ing from people because of her ugli- | grade, it’s a supporting dualer. rg MitChell. .ceseeeeeeeeeeess Otto Kruget 
ness. But the girl’s tender attention If 20th-Fox had a commendable = is Mite! eli et eee ee Phin, onerts 
to the flyer results in idyllic love. idea in pointing out how dangerous | gin Mitehen.. 22.0200! cece Henry Daniels | 
with each appearing beautiful to the |circumstantial evidence testimony | Squea! ‘ ..Chick Chandler 
other and pair sincerely believing |can be, the obvicus way the script » a ROBOTS cere eeeeeeeeeees — a 

; . ; | ' ) . ** . eeeeeeeeee ay NOVeLi 
that the cottage is enchanted and re- | went about it destroys all the effect. | (oNi3oc Paul aces 1 
sponsible for the transformations. | There’s no subtlety or imagination | ‘the Warden... .....ceeee ed ddison Richards 
Married. couple has shocked awak- | in the telling. DRGRC es acacta. srarsedbens aed Kenne Duncan 
ening when Young’s parents shatter Story has a hotheaded parent ar- | ; 7 
their dreams and they realize that | rested after a fight with a store- | This well-made, modern-day gang- 
the physical defects are pointedly | keeper results in latter’s death. Three | ster meller furthers the development 
pparent to the outside world. But | eye-witnesses saw parent lift axe to|of Donald Barry (“Red” Barry of 
the philosophies of Marshall. as the | strike the other; the man claims the | westerns) as a_ screen mobster 
gounselling blind composer and | other fell, cracking skull on a nearby | Transition of Barry from outdoor 
friend, prevail to have the lovers. stove. Why medical testimony wasn’t epic s to solid gangster roles has been 


gradually lose their self-conscious- 
ness to mingle again with other peo- 
ple. 

Miss McGuire turns in an outstand- 
ing performance, with Young also 
sharing the limelight. Marshall is 
excellent. while Mildred 
scores as the housekeeper. Spring 
Byington, Hillary Brooke, Richard 
Gaines and Alec Englander, provide 
sirong support. 

Cromwell's direction deftly moti- 
vates the drama in top style. Pic- 
ture is first for Harriet Parsons as a 
producer at RKO, and—under wing 
of executive producer Jack Gross— | 
she has turned in a most able job. | 
Production mounting is fine, accentu- 


ated by the excellent photovraphy 
by Ted Tetzlaff. Walt. 
it's in the Bag 

Wnited Artists release of Jack H. Skir- 
bell peoduction, Directed by Richard Wal- 
Ya:c¢ Sin red All (Fuest diet 
Herr Don Ameche, bur Vaile Willian 
Bendis Vielo \loore “ecreen treatment, 
Lew) rn. F er, | " . nplay 
fev Dreil Alma i ! { ° hori 
Ry skind ‘; t hn eoll Metts ealitoy 
William M. Morgan Pre ‘ t boew 
Sheridan Sar Y ke 7. 4%. Ruan 
‘ing’ tin £7 MINS 
red Floogle coe Fred Allen 
Ifimeself..... aka Viv Prenney 
Himself. hveseewae William Bondisx 
Eve tloock 7 Vin ib t 
Parker... we e-ceee Robert Benchley 
Piyehiat 1 b% ee ter Colonn 
Vike ‘ ca coecse CORN Carradin 
Marion ° eXnseeeks Cor Poy 
Perr . William Terr 
Mrs, Nuss Liners Viou 
Hom: Triel Vole 
Detective s Pieswese si Tok 
ietel Manns 7 ‘ ” lee 
Arno! : John Miliss 
Monte Ben Welden 
Mr bi rvelelen Kinory Parnell 


“It's in the Bac” should prove mod- 
erately profitable. Film pé acks plenty 
of individual sock comedy sequences. 
offsetting uneven, loosely-woven 
finuity and doubtful story 


cone- 
values. 


Natwick | 


ling back 


introduced to decide which was right 
isn’t explained. Instead man is sen- 
tenced to chair, goes to the pen. 
breaks out, is persuaded to return 
by his son and a friend, and intric- 
ately worms his way back into the 
jailhouse again while the friend un- 
covers evidence to set him free. 

The trouble and suspense in break- 
into the deathhouse are in- 
credible. The session between judge, 
governor and the three original wit- 
nesses, while the man’s scn and his 


|boy pals seemingly take. over the 


show the wit- 
have erred, is fan- 


cross-examination to 
nesses they may 
tastic. 

Michael O’Shea plays the parent 


| with an engaging bluff quality. Lloyd 


, friend. 


Additionally. it's jammed with as 
many topnotch pames as any theatre 
marquee can conveniently use. Ex- 
ploitation potential, of firstline ‘m- 


portance in a production of this type 
ig enormous. 


Aside from Victor Moore. Don 
Ameche and Rudy Vallee, who are 
in for a brief but h-larious singing- 


waiter bit. other name players hold 
considerable footage. Among the out- 
standing sequences is one with Jack 
Benny and Fred Allen, in which the 
former's stinginess is expertly lam- 
pooned. William Bendix is also in 
for a lengthy bit as a namby-pamby 
boss racketeer who inherited the 
“gang” from his mother and can’t 
stand the sound of pistol shots. Jerry 
Celonna scores readily in a run- 
ning gag sequence as a wacky psy- 
chiatrist. 

Allen handles his film assignment 


Nolan does his best as a postman- 
Billy Cummings is 


ably precocious as the son. But cast. 


on the whole, bogs down like the 
script. Bron. 

| ee —_ 

| bl *. 

Frisco Sal 

| (SONGS) 

4 Hollywood, Feb. 9 

| Tniversal release of George W gner pro 
lnetior Sters Susanna Most furhan 

|; Bey, Alan Curtis festures And Devine 
Thomas Gomez. Collette Tevons Samuel S, 
Hinds, Fuzzy Knieht. Directed by Wagene 

| Ser enplay, Curt Siodinsk and Gerald Ger- 
aghiy; eamera, Charles Van Knyer: edito 

| Hebwerd Curtiss; musico! director, Wdward 

| Ward: dances stoged hy le er Hlorton, 
Prevyiewed Veh, & i Running time, 
$2 MINS, 

Bally... . ‘os ‘ Suss0nna Fost 

PG bs aes 64-6506 6408050600 oe Turhan Bey 
Mitts. as eb dbs bb astbbeeere see Alan Curtis 
rr ee ee Andy Devine 
BGs 65404-086 $6 c6e00006s86 . Thomas Gomez 
Mik key . ceocreesces (olleite Lyons 
MUR sdcians “est diuénsiose Samuel S. Winds 
Hallelujat eeees ‘ Fuzzy Knight 
Ril . eeSeeooeese ‘ Rillv Green 
Mik eines: PUTTY TTR rrr Mrnie Adams 
ludaee e née fieorge TLlova 
blilie ° Rert Fis 

The San Francisco Barbary Coast 

at the turn of the century provides 
a colorful background for this drama 


formularized 
good escapist 


which, despite rather 
unfolding, emerecs as 
b.o. 


entertainment for regular runs. 
Susanna Foster, Turhan Bey and 
Alan Curtis are starred 
Miss Foster arrives in the district 
from the east to search for her older 
brother, who had mysteriously dis- 


appgared in San Francisco, with only 
clue an old letter describing a spe- 
cial dish at a Barbary Coast cafe. 
Latter happens to be dancchall-sa- 
loon operated by Bey on fairly legit- 
imate basis to catch the sightseers. 
Girl gets a job and clicks with a sing- 
ing number, being headlined quickly. 
Curtis operates 
for thugs and pickpockets of the 
area, and clashes with Bey for con- 
trol of the coast operations. Bey and 


| 
} 
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under way for more than a year, and 


the intense little actor appears to 
have “arrived” with “The Chicago 
Kid.” Picture should provide strong | 


support on duals. 


Barry plays a warehouse worker 


| trying to save enough for his father 


| 


to have a country home when he’s 
released from the big house. 


|sours on society in general and Otto 


| 


Kruger, the auditor whose testimony 


;sent his dad up the river, in partic- 


ular. How Barry ingratiates himself 
with Kruger, his daughter (Lynne 


| Reberts) and his son (Henry Daniels) 


| 


accept- 


lays the framework for his plans to|in case the situation becomes tight 
work with mobsters. again, adding, “Just to please Pem-' 
Frank McDonald has done a g00d | perton.” 
| directorial job. Jack Townley’s script : ; 
helps maintain suspense, William Heavy blockage of freight from 
| Bradford’s camera work is uniform- cold and snow, together with em- 
' 
‘ly good, and Ralph Dixon’s editing is | bargo on non-war transportation in 
| deft. ‘ . |eastern areas, have raised hob with 
ae. d Chick Cha idler al Tom | recent concert bookings. Bad weath- 
wers 3 , 
a ee 6: a ee - ler caused loss of a date in Utica for 
= wee \the Minneapolis Syinphon fast 
’ , ¢ weck. Cleveland Symphony also re- | 
ores. . ; 
. “malt pene DF a ported losing a date for same reason. 
{ " (SONGS) ory”) | Ballet Russe del Monte Carlo. how- 
* * + . . 
(| Mexican-Made) ever, reports most trouble in its 
Clasa pelease of Raul de Anda production, | Current tour because of weather and | 
ceetes ie tine aa Marin ie Ngee | rail trouble. Ballet has had two can- | 
ie nees Sora Garcia and Me ons. t . . hi 
Belmont, N. Y¥.. Week of Feb. 9. ‘. ayn. | cellations of bookings already this 
hing time, ie MINS, ; month, with a third prevented only 
Jose ANLONIO........eeeres Lorenzo Garza | by special circumstances. 
“Nana” Lveni@. ,ccoccsccecccees Sara Garcia | * 
Maria Villareal...cccceesessoe.. Maria Pons | ~ 
| Andres ‘ Trey -Carlos Moctezur | P ; : 
Roherto Villareal. 2°" .2... Serge Re “eras | Rochester's Unshuttering — 


‘In Spanish; No English Titles) 
This is an overlong, unfunny rags- 


| to-riches comedy grooved for Span- 


ish-speaking audiences. 
Deais with 


| | breeding ranch who becomes a mata- 


| Michigan, 


a mission as a blind | 


lrentiy N. 


dor to win the hand of a wealthy gal. 
In the unwinding the supposedly 
funny antics of the matador fail to 
register. 
Performances 
are stilted. 


by the entire cast 
and direction lacks pace 
Sten. 


Ray Moon Suggested 
As Jersey Booking Head 


Raymond E. Moon, who in 1929 
organized Cooperative Theatres of 
pioneer booking combine, 
with around 100 theatres, is reported 
the choice as buying head for Inde- 
pendent Theatres Service, Inc., New 
Jersey indie org recently formed 
with Lee Newburry as president. | 

Whether or not Moon will accept 
the posi is questionable. He's cur- 
Y. branch manager of 20th- 
Fox. 


When | 
latter dies before being freed, Barry | 


a worker on a bull- | 


Fuel 


Continued 








| weather in some of the previously , 
| critical states, it's expected that thea- 
tres, niteries and other places of 
anrusement will see restrictions upon 
use of coal lifted, possible exception 
being curb on outdoor lighting 


Upper New York State, until late 
last week the number one critical 
area, has improved to the point 


where Buffalo officials have 


the ll p.n curfew permitting 
niteries to reopen Al] resumed 
how Monda\ (12 hile the 

aller boites in that region were 
ble to reopen Saturday with local 
talent 

Hlowevel the Oho recion on- 
tinued to be in comparativel d 

hape Downto ( e! ( r 
were closed for the third ucce ive 
Monda\y while closings were e- 
ported in Canton, Alliaine arrd 
Galion. Galion officials put a three 
dav-a-week closing order on thentres 
and shuttered dance spots entirely 
until the fuel situation eases. 

New York nitery and theatre op 
}erators believe they will weather | 
the crisis Although Mayol La- 
Guardia has not lifted the ban on| 
coal deliveries to amusement spots 
Without eprmission from h office, | 
all are managing to stay open by 
| borrowjng coal from houses that can 


spare some and by 

As for 
was exaggerated 
that out of 39 ated 
by the public service steam corpora- 
tion, 12 have their 
plants, while two are 
adjoining buildings, 
was necessary for the 
|dozen spots requiring coal to make 
application to the solid fuels admin- 
istrator before could 


use of cordwood. 
situation 
Check-up 
houses 25 


legit theatres, the 
proved 


are [i 


heating 
supplied by 
hotel, It 


own 


one a 
however 


delivery 


dropped | 


be | 








snag 


from page 1 








mains closed because of the {ye} 
shortage, as do the Sports Arena and 
Convention Hall. The Police Balj, 
scheduled for tonight (13) with the 
Louis Prima Band, post. 


|; poned to April because of mobi! 


had to be 


LilZa- 
tion of the State Guard wh od 
the State Armory for living quar. 

| ters. Another band will have to be 

| engaged for the new date as Prim; 
has previous commitmen 

Practically all theatre 1] ere 
paid full wages du e he we 
and were used as n le 
in making repairs to d 
equipment, cleanin d 
other odd jobs not h: 
tine operation owing to el 
Northwest Exhibs Fortunate 
Minneapolis. F. 13 

| Northwest exhibitors ar luck 

| because the Mississippi river flows 
to the Twin Cities and is nay gable 

| that distahce. Sufficient coal and 

; fuel oil were brought here on barges 


last summer and fall to avert a cur- 
; rent fuel shortage. Consequently, 
no theatre in the state will have to 
close down or. curtail operatio 
cause of an insufficient 

coal or oil for heatine pu 
cording to a survey just 


‘ ve- 
supply of 
DOSES, AC- 


made 











| Plan for Ex- GI's | 


Continued from 








page 1 = — <a 


from preliminary experience with 


returned actor vets incicates shat- 
tered initiative and little desire for 
picture making, will likely proceed 


along two lines. First. there will be 
carefully studied psychological han- 
dling by studio exccs to combat the 
general indifference to civilian pur- 


made. Understood the applications | suits. Secondly, and along. strictly 
| were Okayed without delay. practical lines, a new American 
When ‘the managers visited Mayor Legion Post 1S planned by industry 
|La Guardia last week, he said the, Vets aimed primarily to correct any 
|showmen were unduly alarmed and| | possible abuses, adjust grievances, 
|should not cross the bridge until | head off foresecable injustices in- 
|reaching _ it. Brock Pemberton,| VOlving men returning to their for- 
spokesman for the showmen, re- mer posts. a: . 
ported that La Guardia distinctly Holly wood, weereng 0 firstline 
favored the Broadwayites and did studio Cuecs, sufferins (rom @ ' pro- 
not bear down. as he well could | duction slowdown,” due to the short- 
have done, according to the direc- | 28° of topflight talent and technical 
tive he received from Washington personnel, as distinct from the “«is- 
inane: tin! kel <ceetae. wee amie tribution slowdown” due to the un- 
v ¢ ° 5 woe . P . _ ’ ‘ 
General plan would have been to | Usually long runs in key situations, 
shut down on luxury establishmenis | ~— ponog 3 = aa 1] : . 
(amusements being so classed) iff it} ,. 8 + 8 pol — = ™ procuc- 
lwas necessity to scrape the coal| ion planning is not only how soon 
| bin: : the studios will get manpower back 
is 
| sania but how soon the men can snap back 
| Pemberton pointed out to La-  jnto their work. 
| Guardia that there were many spe- 


cialty and jewelry business on Fifth 
and Madison avenues and contended 
such places should not be favored 
over theatres, The mayor instructed 
his secretary to add such buildings 
wholly devoted to Juxuries to the 
list which will not get fuel priorities 


Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 13 
Theatres and other business places 


reopened Friday after the four-day 
| chillout, first such complete busi- 
ness cessation in history. Stores did 
'a rushing business, but there was 
| ho similar rush to the theatres, 
some thought because three of five 
main stem houses were playing 


holdover product. 


With 12 days supply of coal 
hand, and railroad and coal 
shoveled out by State Guard 
volunteers and German priso! 
war, business leaders 
there would not be need further 
chillouts. Coal savings were termed 
comparatively negligible. The Gas & 


Electric Corp. which supplies heat to 


smen, 
ers of 
were hoping 
fol 


| houses as well as many other down- 
| town fildings, reported saving 85 
tons of coal a day, about 6°, of 
; usual consumption. Individual heat- 
ing plants were not far different as 
| a‘minimum of heat had to be main- 
tained. 

The Auditorium, legit stand, re- 


on | 
yaras | 


the five RKO-Paramount-Comerford | 


Difficulties Reported 
Difficulties have already 
ported, with most of the men vre- 
turned from the war as a result of 
the feeling that film production isn't 


been re- 


very important after what they ve 
seen on the battle fronts. It’s appar- 
ently a special problem with per- 


sonnel which is predominantly high- 
strung even in normal times. 

One star, for months after 
turned from service would not dis- 
| cuss picture plans. Indicative of his 
| attitude was his handling of a film he 
| 


he re- 


made for the Army. In editing the 
footage he kept on cutting more and 
more of himself out of the picture. 


paver; times. heewsart.ounr.the film, 
he recalled one or another of the 
| boys with whom he had served. He 
| wouldn't think of anything but the 


war. Understood, however, that he is 
now about ready to start production 
| While the problem of handling 
| stars looms importantly. lesser per- 
| sonnel will likely prove more diffi- 
;cult. The new organization being 
planned will likely be most active in 
this phase of readjustment, partic- 
warly in matters of studio status. Re- 
turning first cameramen might find 
thémselves second cameramen on 
their return, as an instance, and 
careless handling of such cases might 
destroy initiative. Similar situations 
| are anticipated in connection with 
writers, directors and featured play- 
| 





ers, some of whom may feel entitled 
to even higher rating than prewa! 

| Hasty, ill-considered 
handling returning personne! may 
| well reduce the industry potential at 
/a time when increased production 
and stronger values will be required, 
in the opinion of studio toppers 


decisions mM 


WB’S FEB. RECORD 
° Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Total of seven features and one 
short in production at the same iime 





sets a new February record on ihe 
Warner lot. 

Features are “Stolen Life,’ “Deir 
| ger Signal,” “This Love of Ou ” 


“Mildred Pierce.” 
and “Shadow 
“Siar in me 


“Three Strangers.” 
| “Too Young to Know” 

of a Woman.” Short is 
| Night.” 
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11 Shows Set for Early London Preems 
With Mgrs. Expecting Biz Upbeat 


London, Jan. 
A bunch of new plays is headed 


for the West End and managers are 
hoping there won't be a repetition 
of arctic conditions which affected 
ahow business the first tionith thi 
yea 

Firth Shephard has four n« pro 
ductic scheduled: “The 

opical drama by a yo 
office follows ‘The La 

t t the Savoy | 
‘ « nust await tne 
ess of his othe hov 

e V ( 1 ‘4 
Lace 

Hent Sherek i 
“Desert Rats,” also | a st 
whicl i Richard Greene 

riitei ound the explo thie 
Eighth Army. It comes to the We 
End at the end of February el 
brief provincial tour. His next v¢ 
ture will be “The Three Walt at 
Prince March 1, starring Evely 
Luve., which already has opened o 
| { 

lact e Leon plans a é r 
Bie Lhe Vera Ci 

Lauri already _ filme t -o 
Viartin’s, Feb. 14, with Sonia Dresdel 
in title role. Linnit & Dunitece é 
e ne\ play by Patrick H { 
“Fihel Fry” for Flora Robso: 
furce by Vernon Sylvaine lle 
“Madame Louise” with the me 
dians. Alfred Drayton and Robert 
son Hare, co-starring; and their ne’ 


play “Lady from Edinburgh nique 
in that it was produced tor the 


troops over the Channel before 


ing an English preem 
Emlyn Williams’ new opu now 
tiled “The Wind of Heaven” is in 


rehearsal. It will co-star him with 


Diana Wynyard. Piece will make 
jis bow in Glasgow before coming to 
West End in March after short tour 





Less Censorship Cuts 
In Sweden But Still 
> Trim U. S. Films Most 


Washington, Feb. 13 
The Swedish State Film Board re- 
ports that half of all film footage 
censored in 1944 was Swedish 
American pictures were second. fol- 
lowed by German, Britis! and 


French in that order. 

There was a 40% decrease in the 
films prohibited or cut by the cen- 
sors, in comparison with 1943. Most 
of the pictures which felt, the 
sors’ knives were U. S. productions, 
being slashed mainly because of “ob- 
‘.ctionable material consisting of 
scenes of brutal or coarse character.” 


Crack British Crew Set 
For Work on Aussie Pix 


Cer 


Sydney. Jan. 12. 
Harry Watt, British director at- 
fached to Ealing Studios, who has 
been out here for several months 
Lowanging 1p ‘caduction setup tor “The 


Overlanders,” 


local vain covering 
jhe threatened Jap invasion of Aus- | 
tralia, has been joined by Jack Rix, 


zlso of Ealing, who will act as asso- 
ciaie producer. 
Coming to aid in this production 


are H. Borrodaile, chief cameraman 
of such pix as “The Drum” and 
“Four Feathers,” and W. Hunter, 
who will act as editor and cutter. 
Cast will be local, and Watt antici- 
paies vetting under way by Feb- 
ruary. 


Stirling Sues Cossar, Ltd. 


London. Feb 


Sir Louis Stirling, leading lieht in 
the gramophone and wireless manu- 
feciuring industries here. is suing 
A. C. Cossar, Ltd., radio and clectri- 


al instrument manufacturé 
In 1943, Sir Louis, the cheirman 
and managing director of Co-sar saw 
“3 announcement — that hye had 
‘eed to be a director of ihe com- 
e's suing on the ground of 


a Sn ij 
alleged Pg fu! dismissal} 
— ett 


New Mex. City Cinema Collapses 
Mexico City, Feb. 13. 

Opening of city’s 

einema, set for 


ninti firsi-run 
the late sprin: 


has 
been delaved because the building 
under construction on Paseo de la 
Reforma, collapsed. 
Six workmen were injured, two 
seriously. 





Current London Shows 


Lon Feb. 6 
Leve Storv,” Phoenix 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Sirand. 
“Blithe Spirit,” Duc 
“Emma,” S Ji ( 


aon, 
“ nother 
less 
“Happy & Glorious,” 
“Honeymoon,” \ 
“Meet Navy First,” Hippocre 
“Merrie England,” Winter G 
“Night Venice,” C 
“No Medals,” \ 
‘Panama Hattie,’ 
Peek-A-Boo,” \ hal 
Private Lives,” 
“Quaker Girl,” St 
“Sadler's Opera,” Prince's 
“See How They Run,” Comedy 
“Strike It Again,’ Wale 
“Sweeter Lower,” Ambas ors 
“The Magistrate,” St. Martins. 
“Three's a Family,” Saville. 
“Tomorrow World,” Aldwych. 
“What You Mean,” Can 
“While Sun Shines,” 
“Years 


bridge. 
Glove 


Between,” Wyndhams 


ea a 


6 Mexican Producers 
Would Make Bulk Of 
60 Pix Set for Year 


Feb. 13 
there’s a big break in the 
fea- 
aximum of 
Viexican production this year. So 
has ruled the commish of three that 





Mexico City 
Unless 


iw stoek mupply 60 


situation, 


tures will be the n 


the government established to con- } 
trol the raw stock shortage. This | 
commiss1o! vl apportion — stock } 


as follows: Clasa Films and Filmex, 
pictures each; Films Mundiales 
and Producciones Grovas, five each: 


Producciones Hermanos, 


SiX 


Rodriguez 


four, and Raul de Anda, three; one 
each for Film Workers Union and 
Banco Cinematografico, the business’ 
own bank: and one and two each 
for lesser producers. 

Industry and government circles 
expect that dickers for more raw | 
stock this vear will be fruitful. in 


which ease the commish will change 


the setup 


BYRE TO BE GEN’L MGR. 
FOR RANK IN EUROPE 


Feb. 13. 
Alan Byre, former head of Metro 


London, 


sales in France and Belgium, has 
been appointed general manager 
for J. Arthur Rank in Continental 
Furdpe. 

Byre most recently was with the 
OWL 

David Henley, London head of 
Myron Selznick, talent agency, is 
resigning to join Rank here. 


Will head casting department. 


See More Color Films 
For Mexico This Year 


Feb. 13. 
Mexico's film industry shortly will 
additional colo: 
latest data. 
American sound 
been identified with 
tures for a number of vears, expects 
to have a lab fo: prints set up 
here before the end of this year. He 
recently returned from Hollywood, 
where he obtained $60,000 worth of 
equipment to handle color prints in 
Viexico City. 


Mexico Ciiy 


get 


lo 


films. according 
Howard Randall, 
engineer who has 
Mexican pic- 


color 


Previously, it was necessary to 
do all developing of tinters in the 
U. S. Now color productions can 


turned out here 


No White Xmas in Aussie 


Svdney, Jan. 12. 

Terrifie heat and heavy dust 
storms made Xmas season this year 
one of most severe in many vears. 

Red dust driven from inland coy- 
ered the city many days 

WB Names D'Souza 

Eustace V. D'Souz; has been ap- 
pointed manager for Warners in 
China. 

He succeeds James A. David. 


“Three Caballeros” (Disnev-RKO) 
| in eighth week at Alameda theatre, 
| Mexico City. Bo 


SO k. 


| YPARTETY 
Argent. Seeks Better 


| Tieup With Mex. Pix Biz 


\iexico City, Feb. 13. 


| 
| 


ldrama critic of the.Chicago Daily | about contemporary N. Y, life. 


| 


Reports current here that Argen- 
tine plans to exclude Mexican fitms, 
don't appear to have substance, for 
Buenos Aires picture interests have 

}sent Ernesto Zegarva by plane as a 

good-will ambassador. He will set 
| greater interchange of Mexican and 
Argentinian production 

Zegarra is accompanied by his 

fe, Maria Alvervez de Burgos, ac- 
i dau er ¢ e famed Spanish 
nove t :: ( oe Bu YOSs She | 


Mex. Exchange Workers 


Demand 30%, Pay Tilt; 


) 


Nine U. S. Distribs Hit 


N 0 Li | 
Worke ‘ il 46 S ¢ 
i) \ K € e¢ 4 
1 é ¢ rrent 
cont 1 | S ( npany 
€ cen es ‘ r ( t 21@ } t 
comp; ( elu ) 
VMexik ‘ oO Vione 
7 
Ple ( ‘ 
f ‘ 
{ t t 
dn ‘ e Ame 
i ( A} | 
i) Vive a ai { 

Be | ce Vio i) | t < WV { 
201 x, Param t, RKO, Colum- 
Dia United Artist and Republic 
are hit bv the de d. Preset 


qaications are nal some é vil] } 


be eranted 


FETE FISK PRIOR TO 
TAKEOFF FOR LONDON 


Svdney, Feb. 13 

Sir Ernest Fisk former head of 
Amalgamated Wirele here and op- 
| erator of a chain of local commercial 
radio stations, was dined by Ameri- 
can film distributors in Sydney 
prior to shoving off- for London 
where he will take a top position 
| with Electrical & Musical Industries 
Ltd 

Fisk stated that bv ising relay sta- 
tions there was no reason why tele- 
vision could not make orld cover- 


age possible with the possible excep- 
tion of Australia and New Zealand 
He explained because of the distance 
of Australasia from ke vorid cen- 
ijters, Australia and New Zealand 
| would haye to set up their own tele- 
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Lewis, Chi News, Retiring 


Lioyd Lewis, , associate ed and 
News, retires from the paper this | 
spring to write several books with 
a Civil War background, 
“Myths After Lincoln,” in 1928; | 
“Sherman, the Fighting Prophet.” in 
1932, and the play, “The Jayhawke 


in 1935 in” collaboration with Sin 
clair Lewis, and has long been con 
idered an authority on the Lincol 
De od. Most of his spare time tive 
| Vi 1 i et i¢ rte ( 
l searen Coy ln? He ‘ i ina if 
ff the series probably ‘ l 
Life of Ge ral Grant 
Le ( ed } é B 
" " , haa | 
‘ e¢ Amy Le ‘ ’ 
tic of the N I 1936 ( 
made sport editol ! adaiti« 0 
supervising the amusement eclio 
and, in 1943 as ppotnted t 
When editorial lignment ere 
made following the purchase of th 
paper by John S Knight Lewis i 
made associate editor. in charge of 
the editorial pave and rotogravure 
sectio reta ing his tatu i Live 
i e rit He pl oO ( 1 < 
He p 2 i ric é 
¢€ Cn; ¢ ) { 
a Chicago correspohnaent of thie 
New York Times and Christian Sc 
ence Monitor 
Drue Leyton on Tour 
Drue Leyton former Fox filn 
player is now touring the U. § 
under official. auspices because of 
her work in the French under- 
ground She lived in and around 
Paris throughout the entire occu- 
pation and is writing a book on a 
Yankee woman's reaction to what 
she saw among the French resist- | 
ance leaders. Her husband, of the 
French stage and screen worked 
with her but was a victim of the 
Gestapo 
Among the believe-it-or-nots was 
ithe fact that a Jewish doctor who. 
too, somehow escaped Nazi capture 


worked among the underground in 
Paris and was instrumental in say 
ing Miss Leyton’s life 
ANPA Supports Esquire 

American Newspaper’ Publishers 
Association has intervened before 
the U. S. Court of Appeals in the Es 
quire mag vs. Postmaster General 
Frank Walker case, in which the lJat- 
ter is trying to lift the magazine's 
2nd class mailing privilege for al- 
legedly indecent material ANPA 


filed a brief in which it declared it- 
self vitally interested in the funda- 


; mental issue of the case 
“By this arbitrary action.” said 
the brief in part. “the Postmaster 


vision stations. Fisk indicated that 
tele would not seriously compete 
with motion pictures and that each 
would remain separate entertain- 
ment mediums. EMI. the company | 
ito which Fisk goes in London, al-! 
| ways has been active in the tele- 


| vision field of England. Radio Corp. 
of America at one time held a stake 
in the company. 

On the other hand 
formerly Greater 
“chief, and now in 
i film industry 
| would be a 


Stuart 
Union 


Doyle. 
Theatres 
here that 
strong 
} . 

;}said his own company, 
wealth Broadcasters, 


Common- 
would enter the 
television field 











justi as soon as per- 

mission js granted 
. 
Nazi Defeat | 
| azi veteéa | 
‘— Continued from page lo oo 
to broadcast the emotions of people 
‘there. All the webs plan big musi- 
cal stanzas. dramatic shows going 
back over the events that led up to 
the victory in Europe. War Dept.’s 
major endeavor, a one-hour show 


ij mailing rate. 


General has constituted himself the 
censor of all publications which go 
through the mails at the second class 
Esquire was excluded 
from a class within the second class 


| mailing classification which was es- 


radio, warned the} 
television | 
competitor of} 
| screen entertainment postwar. Doyle} 


tablished by the Postmaster General 
and the qualifications for which are 
known only to him. To hold that the 
Postmaster General may establish | 
such a ‘classification’ is in actuality 
to constitute him a censor of all pub- 


lications which meet the statutory 
requirements = fe the second class 
mailing privilege 


Pageant On Prowl 


Eugene Lyons, editor of Pageant. 


is circularizing city editors for ma- 
lerial from reporters and = rewrite 
men. Especially interested in local, | 


written, produced and directed by 
Norman Corwin saluting the victori- 
ous Allied servicemen, will be a 
four-web proposish. 
But withal. the Jap war will play 
an important role Plans call for 
pickups from varplants showing 
|} warworkers continuing on their jobs. 
Voices of wounded soldiers in the 


Pacific battle area to drive home the 
inporiance 


loryv 


of the fight in that terri- 


also will be 


| are dailies 


picked up. Serv- 

icemen celebrating the victory in| 

canteens throughout the U. S. will} 

air their views during V-E Day 
broadcasting, also. 

Theatres plan to continue opera- 

tions on V-E Day. in most cities. 


Trailers will be flashed on the screen 


regional stuff of feature 
claiming newshawks best located 
find same. Also interested in 
eral stuff, fillers to 

articles, and short fiction, 


interest, 
to | 
gen- 
full-parade 


New Philly Daily 

“A.M..” is scheduled 
in Philly beginning | 
Publisher is J. A. Lazai 
puts out a trade magazine. | 


A new daily, 
to make its bow 
next month, 
who now 


Tap and Tavern, for the liquor 
industry. “A.M.” will be a news- 
Magazine, according to Lazar. fea- 


turing general and trade news, 
have UP as wire 


Will 
service 


Melting Pot Press 
are 94 
New 


There 
papers In 


foreign language 
York, 27 of which 
rabic, five 


two . “hinese, 


| two Czech, one Finnish, one German. 


{two Greek, two Hungarian, one 
vhen the news is announced calling | Italian, one Lithuanian. one Polish. 
for prayers from the audience for |twoe Russian. one Spanish. one 
the departed fighting men, and for Ukrainian, four Yiddish and one 
the safety of servicemen in the Jap | Yugoslavian. 
area. The National Anthem will also| Balance include weeklies, ete., in 
be played, and concerted efforts will | French, Scandinavian, Armenian, 

, be made to keep atidiences from be- | Estonian, Danish and other  /an-| 
ing too riotous in their celebration, | guages. | 





He wrote | 


CHATTER 


Sholem Asch at work on a novel 


Stuart Cloete is on a non-fictioney 
about Cecel Rhodes and Paul Kruger. 


Howard Barnes, N. Y. fi rald 
Tribune film reviewer, 0.0 j) Py 
Holly wood studios. 

Capt Norman H. Snow from 
Doubleday Doran, now 1) ny 
Chinese in Southwest China 

Mis. Jean Hulburd, associat: 2 
tor of Country Gentleman. in Ho 
lvwood interviewing fum co Or 

Dalton Trumbo appointed e : 

chief of The Screen Writ: 

nthiv organ of the Scree 1 < 
Cs ad 

| ‘ qd Douvlas t 
Robe recovered from. illne id 

ng on another  histe P 
ligious novel 

Fred Feldkamp, forme} Fay celt 
ed and now a Marine sergeant, 
writing a book about his experiences 


in the South Pacific. 

Pat Murphy, Movie Stars Parad: 
ediito) in Hollyavood fo ldles 

ith Llewellyn Miller, We Coust 
ditor for Ideal Pubs 

Greta Palmer of Reace D 
Hi vood on a periodic trip te 
r the iln tuation Ditte 
man Siegel of the Cleveland P 
Deale} 

W. Thornton Martin, associate e« 
or of Satevepost, worked two davs 
is bus boy in Schwab's Hollvwooc 
drugstore to learn the foible of 
film folk 

Raymond C. Brecht, Time az's 
Washington labor ed, upped to con- 


tributing ed and 


office 


transferred to N.Y 


to write on Washington polit- 
ical scene 
‘The 4th Andrews Sister” is a Sat- 
evepost piece being plotied vith 
Lou Levy, married to Maxine An- 
drews, and manager of the act. sc- 
counting for the title. 
Valentine Mandelstamm’s _laiest 
novel, “V-5," is being published by 
Brentano Author was rep for 


French government on films in Hol- 
lywood from 1920 to 1935. 


Frank Gruber is doing a novel 
based on the career of Mrs. Louise 
Peete, Los Angeles woman who 
served a prison term for murder and 
is now accused:of anothe \ 


Bruce Ewing, courthouse reporter 
for Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, has re- 
signed from city staff of Paul Block 
daily to join public relations depart- 


ment of Ford Motor Co., Detroit 
“Cluny Brown,” novel by Mar- 
gery Sharp which 20th-Fox  pur- 


chased for screen, is now being svn- 


dicated by King Features, Yarn re- 
ported to run in about 100 news- 
papers. 

Columbia U's course in profes- 


sional writing, starting with Hatcher 
Hughes teaching playwrighting. Louis 
Paul short stories, and radio writing 
by Wade Arnold and Morton Wish- 
engrad. 
Mrs, John Dos Passos 
an historical novel out under pen 
name, or rather maiden name. of 
Katherine Smith. Book is called 
“Across The Western Ocean.” and 
is in collab with Edith Shay 
Modern Children’s Stories, Ince. 
has been chartered to print and pub- 
lish children’s books, with offices in 


will have 


N.Y. Directors are: Reeves Levet- 
thal. Eugene Frederick and Vivian 
Lubitsch. Bennett & Roth were fil- 


Ing alorneys. 

Laurette Taylor, costarring in Chi 
with Eddie Dowling in “Glass Men- 
agerie.” is putting finishing touches 
on a book of reminiscences skedded 
for Spring publishers’ lists. Two 
chapters have appeared in Town and 
Country and Vogue. 

Lt. William H. Fitzpatrick, m.e. of 
the New Orleans States and at pres- 
ent on leave with the U. S. Navy, 
has been appointed editor, succeed- 
ing Maj. James E. Crown, who died 


recently. Frank C. Allen, acting 
m.e., becomes m.e. and ed pro tem,* 
Yeoman lve Alex Gard in N. Y. 


from Norfolk last week consulting 
with Seribner’s picture-book, 
“Sick Bay,’ due out shortly. It’s 
ihird book on Navy Gard has done 
since in service. Free-lance artist 1s 
well known on Broadway. Did cari- 
catures of stagefolk on ills of 


Sardis eatery. 


on 
ihe 


Anna Neagle-‘Emma’ 
Falters in London Bow 


London, Feb. 14 


“Koma.” legiter which opened a! 
ihe St. James Feb. 7, looks like &@ 
failure. Stars Anna Neagle 

jt is a dramatization of the Jane 


Austen novel, 
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CHANGE IN DATE: 


WARNER BROS.’ TRADE SHOWINGS OF THIS PICTURE 





ORIGINALLY ANNOUNCED FOR FEBRUARY 19TH WILL NOW BE | 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2874 





ROSALIND RUSSELL 


“ROUGHLY SPEAKING” 


ROBERT HUTTON ¢ JEAN SULLIVAN ¢e ALAN HALE « DONALD WOODS ¢ ANDREA KING 


and 


JACK CARSON 


with 











CITY PLACE OF SHOWING ADDRESS | TIME 
Albany Warner Screening Room 79 N. Pearl St. 12:30 P.M. 
Atlanta RKO Screening Room 191 Walton St. N.W. 2:00 P.M. 
Boston RKO Screening Room 122 Arlington St. 2:30 P.M. 
Buffalo Paramount Sc. Room 464 Franklin St. 2:00 P.M. 
Charlotte 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 308 S. Church St. 10:00 A.M. 
Chicago Warner Screening Room 1307 So. Wabash Ave. 1:30 P.M, 
Cincinnati RKO Screening Room Palace Th. Bldg. E. 6th 2:00 P.M. 
Cleveland Warner Screening Room 2300 Payne Ave. 8:00 P.M. 
Dallas Paramount Sc. Room 412 S. Harwood St. 2:30 P.M. 
Denver Paramount Sc. Room 2100 Stout St. 2:00 P.M. 
Des Moines 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. | 1300 High St. 12:45 P.M. 
Detroit Film Exchange Bldg. | 2310 Cass Ave. 2:00 P.M, 
Indianapolis Paramount Sc. Room | 116 W. Michigan 1:00 P.M. 
Kansas City Paramount Sc. Room | 1802 Wyandotte St. 1:30 P.M. 
Los Angeles Warner Screening Room _ 2025 S. Vermont Ave. 2:00 P.M. 
Memphis Paramount Sc. Room 362 S. Second St. 11:00A.M. 
Milwaukee Warner Th. Sc. Rm. 212 W. Wisconsin Ave. 2:00 P.M, 
Minneapclis.-... 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1013 Currie Ave. 2:00-P.M. 
New Haven Warner Th. Proj. Room 70 College St. 2:00 P.M. 
New Orleans 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. | 200 S. Liberty St. 2:30 P.M. 
New York Home Office | 321 W. 44th St. 2:30 P.M. 
Oklahoma 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 10 North Lee Ave. 1:30 P.M. 
Omaha 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1502 Davenport St. 1:00 P.M. 
Philadelphia Vine St. Sc. Room 1220 Vine St. 11:00 A.M, 
Pittsburgh 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 1715 Blvd. of Allies 2:30 P.M. 
Portland Jewel Box Sc. Room 1947 N.W. Kearney | 2:00 P.M, 
Sait Lake 20th Century-Fox Sc. Rm. 216 East 1st South | 2:00 P.M, 
San Francisco Republic Sc. Room 221 Golden Gate Ave. 1:30 P.M. 
Seattle Jewel Box Sc. Rm. 2318. Second Ave. 2:00 P.M, 
St. Louis S’renco Sc. Room 3143 Olive St. 1:00 P.M, 

13th & E Sts. N.W. 10:30A.M, 


Washington 


Earle Th. Bldg. | 
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Paramount, N. ¥. 


Johnny Long Orch (19) with 
Tommy Morgan, Frances Lane; Ar- 
— Russell, Jan Murray, Lorraine 

ognan, Louis Jordan Tympany 


Five, “Ministry of Fear,” (Par) re-| 


viewed in “Variety,” Oct. 18, °44. 

This new stage show at the 
amount theatre can make a low bow 
in the direction of Louis Jordan’s 
Tympany Five. If it weren't for the 
jive quintet, the hour’s proceedings 
could come close 


Par- 


kisser. On last, they send the pa- 
trons home or into the intrigue of] 
“Ministry of Fear’ in a good humo 
quite an achievement consideri 
what goe before 

If anvi 8) oO ) 
headed b 1 lea tha 
e! Ul il ett t 
entertainment more ft in é I 
the ea pinne bac] { 
of Jorda ( ) ple 
St 1 off A VQ | at l 
“Five G Named Moe i G 
Get That No More,” the 
a fa impression Then « the 
old ana corny chant title Green 
Grass Grows All Around It goes 
on and on, coupled to a fine beat, and 
the audience even pontaneously 


prompted to accompany on the lyri 





And for the first time there ome 
solid audience reaction to the show 
Then “Rum and Coca-Cola.” another 
novelty 1d a blues item titled “Cal 
edonia” put Jordan and his group at 
the top of the heap of acts and band 
These guy ire good a! vhat’s more 
pre de good entertainment 

Johnny Lo! bana aoe a ice 


job on its own and with the acts. But 
it means little, because none of its 


+ 


arrangements are outstanding enou 

to rate unusual attention. Since Long 
slanted his style more in the swing 
band direction, he has lost all track 
of the kind of things like “Shanty- 


Town,” “Blue Skies,” that earned him 
his early reputation. It was an un-| 


wise move. Now, his band dishes 
out good performance, but doesn't | 
rate in competition with the top 
bands employing the same style 


Long opens with a fast, nondescript 
arrangement that’s a perfect throw- 
away, and at odd times between acts | 
contributes “Peanut Vendor,” “Sweet | 
and Lovely,” “Don’t Be That Way,” | 
and makes little impression. | 

Tommy Morgan and Frances Lane | 
sing with the band. 
first with “There Goes That Song” 
and “Don’t Want to Love You,” doing 
them in a harsh, unappealing voice. 
Miss Lake is lively on “Accentuate,” 
but should give more attention to her 


appearance. 
Of the acts, Arline Russell, pert 
tapster, goes over nicely with two 


fast routines spotlighted by a good 
trick of spinning on one heel and 
dropping into a split. Audience liked 


her. 

Jan Murray, comic, on midway, 
does nothing to alleviate the con- 
stant shortage of laugh acts. He 


could use material to add to the few 
good gags he’s using here. Perhaps 
the wheeze, “Something old, some- 
thing new, something borrowed,” 
could fit his act. He doesn’t get blue. 
At any rate, it’s not strong enough 
to fill the featured spot at this house. 

Lorraine Rognan is on just before 
Jordan. Before the tragic loss of her 
husband and partner in the Lisbon 
plane crash she was part of one of 
the best acts of its type in show 
business. Doing a single here for 
the first time, Miss Rognan accumu- 
lates okay appreciation from audi- 
ences, but, unfortunately, it’s on the 
basis of her pert effervescence. She 
has no act. Dancer comes on with 
her live-dog fur piece, then goes into 
a routine, with Long as a foil, that’s 
as unfunny and in bad taste as often 
as it tickles the payees. All the 
while she’s on there’s feeling that 
the audience is waiting for her to 


“go WMS eT acy, Wititi mever ~Taate~ 
rializes. The fact that Long is no 
actor doesn’t help her situation, 
either. She has done well with the 


turn, such as it is, in other situations, 
so it’s probable that its failure here 
is due mostly to Long. Wood. 


Earle, Phiily 
Philadelphia, Feb. 9. 

Benny Carter Orch (15) 
Savannah Churchill, King Cole Trio, 
Businessinen of Rhythm, Timmie 
Rogers; “Enter Arsene Lupin’ (U). 

The Farle is back on 
again this week and, as 
place is rockin’ 

Benny Carter, longtime fave of the 
colored jive devotees, makes his bow 
at the Earle, and his reception as 
well as that of his mates on the bill 
is excellent. 

The band is strictly in the Harlem- 
ese groove, with plenty of zing in its 
arrangements of “Ole Man River,” 
“Back Bay Boogie,” 
among others. 

Savannzh Churchill, Carter’s war- 
bler, knows her way around the 
mike and gives out “Baby’s Prayer,” 
“Hurry, Hurry” and “Jelly, Jelly,” in 
proper style. 

Timmie Rogers, mimic and hoofer, 
wraps up his end of the bill with 
some uninhibited clowning in which 
he dashes up and down the aisle for 
a sock finale. 

The King Cole Trio are presoid to 


sepia time 
usual, the 


their audience, judging by the shouts j}them with laughter. 


to falling flat on its | 


| Stomp” 


“Poincianna,” 





taken up by the pewholders as they 
i} put the fancy touches on “Hit That 
Jive, Jack,” “I Realize How,” 


| “Straighten Up and Fly Right,” “Gee, | 


Also 


bass- 


| Baby, Ain't I Good to You.” 

iringing the bell is a novel 

| thumping solo by one of the trio. 

| The Businessmen of Rhythm polish 

|off their slot with a dazzling bit of 

| tap-terping. 

| Standees in lobby when show was 

reviewed (Fri. afternoon) Shal 

. Tae 

| Downtown. Chi 

Chicago, Feb. 9 
Marva Louis, Noble Sissle Orch 

(15) with Norma Oldman, Wynonie 
Blues Herris. Joe Byrd, Charley Rey 

& Co 3) Mile. Fif (RKO) 


v4 
A 


she'll ao jor il 
who's not 


mate boites 

billed, 
and the right pair of 
pipe } noveltie “Big Fat 
Mamma,” “Hurry Hurry” and ] 
Love My Baby More Than She Loves 
Me.” In windup, he seems to snap 
Noble Sissle’s boys out of the torpol! 
brought on by prior proceedings, in- 


uch 


asmuch as they back him up terrif- 
ically in the race numbers. Orch, 
composed of five reeds ix brasses 
and three rhythm, do ear-split- 
ting “Hallelujah” to open, “Stomp, 


and “They Got Me Jumpin’ 
Now,” with Sissle talking the latter. 
Norma Oldman, vocalist, stirs a few 
ripples with one song, “I'll Be True 
to You.” 

Three Bluejackets were 


difficulties, with 
Charley Ray & Co., 


Joe Byrd, 
held over from 


last week, appearing twice on the 
bill. Burley material, especially a.k. 
Mechanical Doll and Baby-in-the- 


Suitcase turns, are too blue for any 
house. Mike. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, Feb. 9. 
Ina Ray Hutton Orch (14), Laska 
| Sisters, Frank Paris Puppets, 
| Besser, Danny Riccardo, others; 
“Belle of the Yukon” (RKO). 





The Hutton show remains essen- 
| tially the sarne from season to sea- 
json, but this isn’t to say it doesn't 
jwork. It consists.of plenty of jive 
lfrom the band while Miss Hutton 
|performs various terpsichorean ter- 
giversations. known hereabouts as 


modified grinds, while leading the 
ensemble. 
Band does “9:20 Special,” “Ac- 


centuate the Positive,’ “Hedge Hop- 
pin’” and “Dark Eyes,” all of them 
featuring Miss Hutton in either the 
vocal or the calisthenic department 
and more frequently both. It sounds 





|}good to the customers and looks 
|good, too. Danny Riccardo sings 
“Embraceable You” and “I Dream of | 


You” with pleasant vocal quality and 
clicks with the pew-holders. 

Joe Besser does his standard com- 
| edy routine to wow all around, and 


there is some smart dancing by the 
Laska Sisters and some clever pup- 
\ op diene 3e-- Woens 8 TR .2% 1 =F — 
BOSE ay a Raa a Ba eS 


| pets. Show stacks up okay, and ‘is 
| doing biz although blizzard in open- 
ing days hurt somewhat. Elie. 
Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Feb 9 

Gracie Barrie, Johnny 
Adairs (2), Herzogs, Sam Jack Kauf- 
; man’s House Band with Bob Nichol- 


with | son; “Sunday Dinner for a Soldier” 


| (20th). 

Sam Jack Kaufman's band 
!show with a _ Valentine 
|}bringing in heart songs, 
'Nicholson as soloist. singing “Ma- 
jeushla.” = Traile part with the 
| Adait ;; most graceful of tap dancers 
; working neatly to “Embraceable 


opens 
overture, 
with Bob 


| You.” They go into another routine, 
;timing their steps to “My Heart | 
| Stood Still.” All to good returns. 


Gracie Barrie, who was for years 
at the Earle theatre as mistress of 
jcercmon es, returns to a warm wel- 
jcome. She opens with “Smiles,” 
| bringing in a number of topical 
jverses about our enemy war lords. 
| Then a ballad, “My Heart Sings,” 
|followed by the familiar “Rum and 
| Coca-Cola.” She really puts this one 
) over, coming back for series of en- 
| cores, with extra verses. A solid hit 
and could have stayed longer. 

Johnny Burke comes out in his 
11917 soldier togs and tells about the 
| trials of a doughboy in World War I. 
| Lingo and deadpan delivery rocks 
The Herzogs 


of approval which greet their every | have a nifty act on the flying trapeze. 


number, thanks to recent popularity|They go 


of their recordings. 


through their 


acrobatic 


Their beat is| work with speed and agility Arke, 


billed but 
Morgan’s on |didn’t show because of transporta- 
| tion 


Joe | 


Burke, 


Roxy, N. ¥. 


Milton Berle, Connie Russell, Ben 


viewed in “Variety,” Jan. 17, °45. 


With Milton Berle allowed the run 


of the place, the Roxy hasn't had as | 


funny a show, or as many laughs m 
the house, for a long, long time. The 
usual Roxy decorum is totally aban- 
idened with Berle working like a 
beaver for excellent results inside 
the house and at ‘the casters’ 


ickets 
Berle personally accounts for 
around 30 nutes of entertatrmrent 
side from his fol-de-nol with the 
other acts It may be unfair to 
now Case ner ta ent on a layout of 
I yut neither tne AUC rETI CE 
I q oUunet LM Lo tt seem LO 
( He gets rhs with the Slay 
wan Ali Troupe, Arab tumblers and 
yramid ke! totally breaks up 
R ‘ ‘ tt 
\ re ( COU 
or s¢ jive th the Three Rocket 
N Acts). Ali outfit displays fairly 
ortnoadox formations but its fast 
nbling at the close provides a 
earty exit 
Highspot naturally, | act itl 
v Ben Yost Vikings, which is prob- 


ibly one of the 


yusiness on the waude circuit today 
In addition, several stooges running 
through the audience make for add- 
eda a ns ana iwain ne runs into 
the auabence to dance thn a front 

w fe re 

M R BSC i ) | rt ( \ 

evo iffer¢ DY tne Berle 
bufoonery She is allowed one nur 
ber, “Treat "Em Rough.” and during 
the subsequent ong “Don't Fence 
Me In Berle’s antic break pb tne 
nouse with his direction ol! the bana 
In her single effort, she displays ex 
cellent selling ability, strong pipes 


and makes a pleasant appearance in 
with a tight-fitting bodice 
and flared skirt 
| Atmosphere 


a 2Own 


and a ingle dance 


routine are contribbed by the Gae 
Foster line. 
Biz good. Jose 


Adams, Newark 
Newark, Feb. 8. 
Orch (18) fea- 
turing Frances Wayne, Chubby 
Jackson, The Woodchoppers, Mar- 
jorie Hyams, Dave Tough, Joe “Flip” 
| Phillips; Marion Daniels, “Baby” 
| Laaorence, Dick Buckley; “Nevada” 
(RKO). 


| 
| 


Woody Herman's 


Bright music and plenty of laughs 
in the “Blues on Parade” revue led 
by Herman’s casual, smart personal- 
lity. This band has power, an oddly 
|attractive humorous style of playing 
old pop tunes and popularity based 
on socko past performances. Hep 
audience at opening fell heavily 
| Best liked was a medley (‘(“To- 
|} gether.” “Don’t Blame Me,” “Whis- 
pering” and “I’m Confessing”), with 
|Herman doing vocals and sax and 
iclarinet bits for special applause. 
| Barrel-house is centered mostly in 
| Herman’s bit, with frantic slap bass 
by Chubby Jackson, complete with 
beard, while Herman sings. Spook 
curtain and antiphony from band 
| help band leader’s familiar rendition 
of ‘“‘Who Dat.” 

Frances Wayne, orch warbler, 
looks nifty in black silk blouse and 
|long candy-striped skirt. Her “Rum 
|and Coca-Cola” has two weak verses 
| and audience seemed let down. 
| Birch tree scrim backgrounded nice- 
ly for her “Saturday Night.” 

Dick Buckley makes smacko im- 
|}pact, putting up a funny effect of 
|effrontery and bragging about hav- 
iing a cigaret to light. He wades 
|}around the audience too long pick- 
ing participants for a pantomimic 
sketch, however. 
|. SRahy’__ fe contributes a 
sl#ck stretch of tapping, just going 
along with straight, clear rhythm 
and not trying to knock himself out. 
| Big hand for this. Marion Daniels 
;}dees acrobatic dancing which is 
|mostly a matter of poise to a slow 
peat. 

Especially favorable reaction was 
|€licited by Herman's use of vibra- 
| harp and electric guitar for hot or- 
| chestral effects. Dave Tough’s hide- 
| beating still just about tops,in the 
trade. Bran. 


| equeenteeee 


Keith's. Indpis. 
Indianapolis, Feb. 10. 
Nan Rae & Mrs. Waterfall, Barton 
& Brady, Judy Kelly, Lester Hard- 
ing, Jimmy Vey, Montes De 
“The Singing Sheriff” (U). 


varence 


Keith's has put together a lively 
set of six nicely varied acts for the 
current stanza. The bill is topped 
by Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall, who 
|click for plenty of laughs in their 
;screwy interview between tke an- 
|}nouncer and a character who comes 
up from the audience. Mrs. Water- 


fall’s double talk version of “A Tis- 


ket, a Tasket” makes for a strong 
finish. Lester Harding runs the 
Show smoothly and scores himself } 


with his vocal offerings of “Okla- 
homa!,” “Don’t Fence Me In” and a 
medley of service songs. 

| Jimmy Vey shows his versatility 
i % advantage in a snappy dancing 
and xylophone act. His tap routines 
get him off to a good start, then he 
goes to town on the xylophone, with 
a swell version of “Whispering,” fea- 


| Yost’s Vikings (6), Slayman Ali 
Troupe ‘6), 3 Rockets, Roxyettes; 
| “Hangover Square” (20th) re- 


most hilarious bits of | 


Oca; | 


turing quick changes of mood and 
tempo. Barton and Bardy, cast as 
two drunks in forma) attire, strike up 
some hearty guffaws with their fall- 
ing-down tactics in an_ acrobatic 
comedy act. The Montes De Oca duo 
gets a fine hand for its risks and 
| sharp timing in a trampoline routine 


with some unusual twists. Judy 
| Kelly, a good-looking contortionist, 
ities berself im all kinds of weird 


|/knots and turns cartwheels in syn- 
|chnenization with the house orches- 
'tra for much applause. Biz okay 
when caught. Corb. 


Orpheum, 1.. A. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 9. 
Harry Savoy, Bille Holladay, 
2). Dick & Dinah, Pawl 
Gordo ) ! ms’ Orpher Orcn 
Mono) , 


offering a 


te bill th veek and acts are 


ead the bill and @acn scores. savo\ 
and ew 
WOlK 


€ ag 


apida-fire aelivery Of old 
Stutie! 
encore h 
a dramatic bit that verged close to 
PenuUulLne t Lrionics 
Bille Holliday’s blues voice and 
underplayed delivery makes 1€1 
four numbers top listening Tune 
are “I Cover the Waterfront,” “Miss 
Brown to You,” “Don’t Blame 
nd “Got to Treat Me Right, 
\ ‘ oved augmentec 


c i 7 
on high and low bicycles. 
Dinah comedy icrobatic lancers, 
put plenty of pep into a 
large ibber ball for nove 
The Stapletons (2) are slick dancers 
with clever routines and ingratiating 


would click. : 


t using 


11 { 
\ 


( 
] | 
Ly ClOSsS©e 


personalities 


B od. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, Feb. 9 

Phil Spitalny AU-Girl Orch (25), 
with Evelyn, Katherine, Franciie, 
Viola, Mack Triplets, Beatrice 
| Howle, All-American Glee Club (8); 
“Lake Placid Serenade” (Rep). 

Phil Spitalny’s All-Girl Orch is 
| providing plenty of charm and 
melodic arrangements on current 
Stanza here. And, if hefty biz on 
hand at opener is any sign, those 
| over-classicized arrangements’ of 
“Besame Mucho,” “Amor” and “Say 
a Prayer for the Boys Over There” 
are the answer to b.o. blues. 

Sandwiched by two elaborate pa- 
triotic numbers by whole company 
| abovementioned “Prayer” and “Stars 
|} and Stripes Forever” 
| layout that, despite sameness of girls’ 
| Bcuffant get-ups, never cloys. Phil 
Spitalny is on-stage througheut, 
| emce¢ ing mostly but occasionally 
picking out a few piano chords him- 
self, to big returns. Evelyn, in mid- 
| dJje spot, lives up to “First Lady of 





arrangements of “Beguine” and 
“Holiday for Strings,” besides tak- 
ing a bow for arrangement of Schu- 
bert’s “Ave Maria.” Latter and “On- 
ward, Christian Sofdiers” is warmly 


plucks the harp and sings “Besame 
Mucho,” Viola beats out “Mary Had 
a Little Lamb” on the skins, with 


neat trumpeting, Katherine 
“Merry Widow” medley, 
company jorms in 


sings 
and whole 
“Prize Number” 








the Canteen,” with olio of 
| from World Wars I and II, and Bea- 


| trice Howle’s Hollywood impreshes, 

| . i 

| of which Barbara Stanwyck is the 
topper. Mike. 


Majestic. San Antonio 


San Antonio, Feb. 8 
Dante’s “Cockeyed Inferno” with 
Moi-Yo Miller, Victoria Lopez; Ma- 
jestic House Orch (12) with 
Brown; “The Climax” (U). 
Interstate Theatres is offering the 
magical aggregation headed by 
Dante in a fast moving 50-minute 
magic show which is mystifying the 
customers. 
Dante is proving himself a master 
magician but should stick to his 





illusions instead of giving out with 
| the patter which doesn’t go over 


with the localites 
way with regular materialization of 
pigeons and geese out of nowhere 
}and is followed with a bit by Vic- 
toria Lopez, billed as a Mexican 
escape artist. Miss Lopez 
in a few seconds from a huge trunk 
which is locked and then covered 
| with a canvas. 
Best of the 
| Sala Bim which lets the audience 
in on the rehearsal of a trick in 
which his aides appear and disap- 
pear from two cabinets. Suspended 
gir] who disappears in midair also 
goes over big. Another good stunt 
is the magic beer keg trick. 

Sock finale is the sawing of a gir) 
jin half. Many versions have been 


Show gets under 


illusions is 


the Sim 


|} seen here but Dante’s version is 
| tops. 

Eye appeal is lent to the proceed- 
ings -by Moi-Yo Miller and her 


| Maids: of Magic. Miss Miller par- 
ticipates in several of the illusions 
Andy. 


State, N. Y. 


Earl Carroll’s “Vanities of 1945.” 
with Wiere Bros. (3), Dave & June 
Hacker, Park & Clifford, Al Norman 
Eddie Shine, Earl Carroll Beauts 
(20), “She Gets Her Man” ‘\U) 

This latest stanza of the Earl Car- 
roll- series of abbreviated revues 
contribs a 70-minute pleasing diver- 





Dick and | 


is a 60-minute | 


the Band” billing, fiddling her own | 


contraltoed by Francine, with boff | 
choral accompaniment. 
Jean sopranoes “Amor,” Anne 


Anita and Ruth joining in for some | 


gimmick—all for heavy palm-pound- | 
|} ing. Adding variety are the cute 
Mack Triplets who sing “Down at | 


tunes | 


Pete | 


escapes | 


tissement as stage fare here this 
week. Production numbers’ and 


|seemic backgrounds provide a color- 
ful frame for the score of Carroll 
sunkist beauts, who matriculated at 
the Earl's Hollywood restaurant- 
theatre before taking to the road 
with his units. 

sandwiched betwee pro 


ion 
numbe1 the three Wiere Brothers 
‘contrib plenty of ft I ery, 
teeing ofl Vil their f + 
lownmantics and late Kil the a 
their dame bil ( e 
Spanish Fiesta be Dave a 
june Hacke a ; ‘ Oo ”» 
¢ | il 1 
OVOKE ‘sm 
} and Clif { i ore 
Lop-caraw¢ ne and 
NanMa-tO-nand Dalanciis 
Al Norman, subbing for ] e Ria, 
t be iuse of ilh Ings 
cely and score \ r n spe- 
ty Eddie Ne) ri t ) some 
ily stepology 
Fiesta number an F}; of All 
Nations” finale are to Ong the 
everal productior ! De rhe 
i ire 1] looke < ( ‘ ¢ eiped 
lv cosl ne: Ki} 
Orpheum. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Feb. 10 
Cab Calloway Orch 18) vith 
Dotty Saulters, Holmes & Jean, 

Cabalettes (6), Bill Bailey; “3 Is @ 
Family” (UA) 

/ As is always true of a Calloway 
show, -the current “Jumpin Jive 
Jubilee” provides a wealth of enter- 
| tainment embellished by Calloway’s 
dynamic personality, herculean en- 
ery and artistry No one coming 
this way is more generous in dish- 
ing up quality talent in quantity 


and, as a consequence of this fact, 
as well as because of his own per- 
sonal pull and band’s platter popu- 
larity, the Calloway trademark spells 


| box-office here. 

| Calloway’s vocalizing, emceeing, 
| dancing and own original brand of 
hi-de-ho are in their usual evidence, 


to the customers’ delight, and his 
band with its eight brass, five saxes 
and four rhythms, measuring well 
up to the usual high Calloway stand- 
ard, not only gives out hot jive, but 


also occasional servings of really 
tuneful, extremely listenable mel- 
ody. The lively show is _ swiftly 


paced throughout. 

Band begins torridly with “Cruis- 
ing With Cab,” spiced by much in- 
dividual soloing. Dotty Saulters is 
not only a very cffective, vibrant 
vocalist, but also a first-rate dancer 
who jitterbugs with Cab and scores 


with her two numbers, “I Didn't 
Know About You” and “That's 
| Tabby the Cat.” Holmes and Jean 


top off eccentric, acrobatic and other 
dancing of a high caliber with some 
remarkable tricks of lighted cigar- 


ette mouthing by the team’s male 
|} member. 
| The musical highlight is a semi- 


classical arrangement of “Kashmiri 
Love Song,” featured by individual 
solo interludes and a bit of hot 
drumming. This number is strictly 
socko, Calloway vocalizes while his 
six “Cabalette” girls and Miss Saul- 
ters dance to the strains of “I Dream 
of You" for a smash ensemble con- 


|} tribution, with the band doing a 
brief glee club stint. 
Jonah Jones from the band takes 


, the spotlight to hit on all cylinders 
with a vocal and trumpet rendition 
of “I Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love.” Bill Bailey supplies perfec- 
tion in tap dancing atid some amus- 
ing patter to stop the snow for ove 
of its biggest hits. Calloway's orig- 
inal style of vocalizing is at its best 
in a tricky arrangement of “Don't 
| Fence Me In.” 

More Calloway vocalizing is in 
order when he pilots the band 
through a medley of old hits, in- 


| cluding “Minnie the Moocher,” “St. 
; James Infirmary” and ‘Jumpin’ 
| Jive,” which have helped to win 
| him fame and fortune. The entire 
| company participates in “A _ Hot 
| Time in the Town of Berlin” for a 
| rousing finisher. House well-filled 
Rees. 


at noon show Saturday. 


Cabot With Kay Francis 


Hollywood, Feb. 13 
Bruce Cabot inked for the 
male lead in the Kay Francis starrer, 
“Divorce,” to be produced by Jeffrey 
|Bernerd at Monogram, starting on 


Was 


Feb. 19. 
Picture will be Miss Francis’ debut 
as a co-producer, in addition to her 


| . 
| acting chore. 


3 — 








‘Swamp’ Weissmuller 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
First starrer for Johnny Weiss- 
muller under his three-picture con- 
tract with Pine-Thomas_ will be 
“Swamp Fire,” a tale of Louisiana. 
Film is based on a yarn by Geof- 
frey Homes and is slated for an 
April start. 





£. 
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“WE DON’T HAVE TO 
EAT OUR WORDS!” 


, | ~ We said “MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS” and 
“NATIONAL VELVET’ are COLOSSAL! GREAT! 





Yes, indeed! “Meet Me In St. Louis, the Gold-mine of 1945, 


holds over 2 weeks, 3 weeks and more! 





“National Velvet’ (all-time Champ of the Music 





Hall) is a true Champ in its first nationwide 


dates: Miami, Indianapolis, Salt Lake City, BEAT THE 
Des Moines—all of them COLOSSAL! GREAT! | ticHr up 
WITH LEO! 











Sign That Pledge Card! 
Red Cross Drive—March 15-2 
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WB Set New House in Cheverly, 


Md.; Other Theatre-Xchange Briefs 


Washington, Feb. 13 


Garfield Kass, who announced 


some time ago locations for about 15 
new theatres in the Washington 
area, starts one with Warner Bros. 
financing. The new theatre at Chev- 
erlv, Md... has Manager John J. Pay- 
eite of Warners office here iA 
Julian Brylawski of its directorate 
supervising 
Ka who runs the Che es e 
Ice Palace. was supposed to be op 
eratin vith Canadian mone He 
«a ) nced locations i! eli-popu 
al ehborhoods eve! nonth 
z} The areas for the é Ol es 
pecome avy | é 
oe \W Production Be a Yi 
te é cover most of ( ory 
theatres are aen 1 N.aSS 
the property where the Lotus 
€-1 ant on Fourteent treet 1s 
0 ited He plans office 
vil on the site and it may iIn- 
luce first-run house 
Announcement that he is llied 
with Warner Bros. clears up the 
svsierv of his financing 
Larry Cowen to Troy Thevxtre 
Troy, N. Y., Feb. 13 
Ci nae) Larry Co n. on ieave 
Ye Navy. is new manager of Pro 
ors theatre here. Succeeds Milton 
Scho-berg, who is leaving to become 
assistant generat manager Fabian 
zires on Staten Island 
Commander Cowen has been in the 
N: four vears this time and is on 
erminal leave He has had long 
xperience in N. Y¥. and is well 
known locally. For years he was at 
he Fox in Brooklyn, and in 1936 


ent to Albany to supervise the 


Aas 

Gren Hall and Leland theatres 
here. He served in the Army dur- 
ng World War I and later joined the 


Reserve, being called to ac- 


duty in 1940. 


Navy 


ive 


The Lansing, North Troy nabe 
opera‘ed by Charles F. Wilson, has 
closed for the winter Lack of 
equipment parts is given as the rea- 
son for shuttering. 

Joseph Stowell, formerly Pilts- 
field. Mass.. circuit manager, now In 
charge of Warners’ Lincoln. 

Sid Sommer, who had been divid- 
ing his time between two local WB 
souses, is boss at the Troy, ace spot. 
Succeeded Harry Goldberg. who re- 
signed because of ill health. Vic 


who was assistant manager at 
Albany, is new manager of 
WB American. 
The Griswold, 
closed since last summer 
e in an adjoining store 
week. Jack Swartout 


Buonze 
Strand 
Warner eatre 
pecause of 
reopens 
manages 


Joe Hartman te Coast 
Pittsburgh. Feb. 13. 

Joe Hartman, who came here from 
St. Louis to go with Bert Stearn’s 
Cooperative Theatre Service, is quit- 
ting to go to the Coast. Being re- 
placed by Col. Harry Long, former 
Gistrict manager Loew's. , 
AMPTO of Western Pennsylvania 
William J. Walker. William 
Fine! and Fred Herrington as mem- 

bers of legislative committee. 


Nome d 


Fic. John MeDonald, with Gray 
theatre in Spangler, Pa.., for three 
years. was killed in action in France 


some time in December. McDonald, 
who entered the service in 1941, was 
an infantryman and a nephew of 
Grace McKivigan, booker for Joseph 
Gray. veteran théatre owner and at- 
torney. McDonald's brother, Francis. 
vas killed in action in Italy only a 
vear before 

Martin Way, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. P. Way. DuBois exhibitors. now 
managing Avenue 'ton the- 
atres there for his parents 

Gladys Silverberg, formerly with 
WB and sister of Maurice (Red) Sil- 
verberg. U salesman, joined Waves 

Earl Roeser, manager for Warner 
and Harris circuits here, leaves this 
month for Pearl Harbor as a civilian 
employee of Navy. 


«=A an 
Gata wu 


Samuelson Heads Penn. Allied 

Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 
Sidney E. Samuelson re-elected for 
seventh term as general manager of 
Allied Independent Theatre Owners 
Eastern Pennsylvania a‘ recent meet- 
ing here. Following elected to di- 
rectorate are Ben Fertel, Milton Ro- 
gasner, Morris Wax, Joseph Conway, 
Jack H. Greenberg, Martin B. Ellis, 
George E. Ickes, Thomas Lazarick, 

George Reisman, Lester Stallman. 
New officers of the Film Exchange 
Emplovees Union, Local B-7, IATSE, 
elected include: Tom Loftus, presi- 
dent: James Keating, vice-president; 
Margaret Brickley, secretary: Vic- 
tor Van Story, treasurer; Joe Perry, 
sergeant-at-arms, and John Wag- 

Men, business agent. 
Redecorate Astor, N. Y. 

The Astor, N. Y., vacated by 
Loew's recently after manv years of 
tenancy. is being completely redeco- 
reied and modernized by 
Investing Co., which owns the prop- 
€riv end will operate it henceforth. 
Ac onally, theatre’s capacity of 
1,140 - i]l be enlarged to 

Uncer operation of City Inves ing, 


ali, n’ements have been “ee to| 
~w-'e the Astor available zs the! 


“v run showcase fr- 


the City | 


chout 1,400. | 
| Groth, 


tures - 


named exploitation i for 20th-Fox 


here, replacing Sid ins, who re-| 
signed to go to New York. Latter 
had been with 20th and also Colum- 
bia here. | 


Ralph Abbett Quits Seattle Mono 
Seattle, Feb. 13 
Ralph Abbett, ma: VMonogran 


axel 


of Sam Goldwyn and David O. Selz- pere. resigned. effective Feb, 15 
nick. Successor not named vet 
The Rivoli, N. Y., turned over to Lewis Ross here from Clear Lake, 
20th-Fox in Decembe! for Keys of la.. to become manager of one of 
the Kingdom,” rent wer Vill} John Danz’s Sterling circuit subur- 
revert to Paramount, which controis ban houses 
a 50°, interes! ) the Ouse n 
Mareh for a pre-release en ve ert 
of “The Aff s of S H Hiarold Evestone to Nabe for Fox 
Wal roductio ec Kansas City, Feb. 13 
Exact ¢ r ‘ Fox-M é Harolk Eye- 
P e oO ene ‘ t to AY ) ) the 
Via 5 ec i Esq t i ive H.D 
a e ¢ deve ( rrol ( {Te Lhe Kans 
oO lake ove Esq « 
McCarthy's Sales Confabs ( 7 Vii | ¢ e of 
Lex J MecCarth ales chief [0 1 ‘ é 1 ( € € ( 
PRC pictures . ‘ the 
eek for << . , 
-—? : - s “oe ae ; Fexas Theatres Opened 
McCarthy left N. \ early Pics, “ : 
month but topped ove fol lks Ho “7 Feb shat 
with exchange chief Detre St Joe Samples opened the Peoples 
Louis and Ké as City efore ead Cates ‘ine lane H a peer losed 
ing for Coast for some time as result of damage 
ead bY re 
: , Vi D. Clemmons and R. A. Brown 
7 8 More Metre eee nealing ah i. | Of Longview bought the Harlem the 
Continuing > R, atau yi ‘ ite mn Marshall from Mrs. Frank 
for field exploitation rep rege ee Rule. Mrs. Rule had beet operating 
managers eight qiions | t 0 nesne alan teat wens haute Some Aeditene 
men arrived ¢ Monday 12) Ex ’ 7 F : Pe ae 
) { ica © ¢ Ce 
ploiteers are FE. B Color Dalla M ( Ww “ * — in 
Irving Waterst : Bernie } 4: Id he Stead Elamaliin Cn 
Evens. Kansi G Ed Gardine porinat Po agp ia spreading vitae oe 
Oklahoma City. Office managers are |! priorities viven for rebuildit KM 
John Coyne. Cleveland: Walter Ben tiok ttn etmek fae as oD- 
nin Milwaukee Joseph Farrow position ; 
Philadelphia: Gil Becke Detroit ~ Latest suse to open j Longview 
s Texas theatre, ope ite by Lester 
L. A. Post-War Planning Nolliso 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13 
Majestic Theatre Corp.. owned by 
Reeves Espey and Saul Silverman, 
bought business frontage in Pacific 


Palisades and applied for priorities 
on material to build a film house, 


Plan a 1.000-seater and a parking lot 


in Ohio Reshuffles 
Columbus. O.. Feb. 13 
Loew managers in Ohio 
last week Car] 
Esquire, Toledo, 
Broad theatre here, 


Leew’s 


Several 
were reshuffled 
Rogers. 
named 


manage 


manaLel 


succeeding Harry Klotz, now mana- 
ger of Loew's in Canton, O. Steve 
Toth, assistant at Valentine. Toledo, 
upped to manager of Esquire there 


Walter Kessler, former manager of 
Loew’s in Canton, becomes manager 


of Loew’s, Akron, replacing Frank 
Henson. Latter goes to New York to 
be re-assigned 


WB Exploitation Changes 


Mort Blumenstock. Warners’ east- 
ern advertising-publicity head. added 
two more to field exploitation forces 
which function unde Bill Brum 

| berg. George Wood. who was with 
St. Louis Amusement Co. and served 


as district manager f¢ 
operation by Warner Bros.. returns 
ito have charge of St. Louis territory. 
| Daniel Karsch, forn 
| vertising man, recently honorably 
|discharged from Army. joins field 
| exploitation force but will work at 
| homeoffice for present 


er radio and ad- 


John Rogers to Norfolk's Center 
Harrisburg. Pa., Feb. 13. 
| John F. Rogers. who resigned as 
|manager Wilmer & Vincent's State 
|\here in December, named manager 
lof Center in Norfolk. Va. Rovers 
also will handle ad-publicity for two 
other Norfolk houses, the Colley and 
Newport. 








Bishop, Texas, House Opened 
Bishop, Texas. Feb. 13 
The Rio theatre opened here this 


|month, with L. C. Dennis operating. 
| Dennis also owns the Rio in Gains- 
ville. 


Parks Builds Texas Chain 
Brownfield, Texas. Feb. 13. 

Hiram Parks, Warners’ 
west Texas salesman. leased the 
three houses here owned by Mrs. 
| Earl Jones. Parks now has a circuit 
| of six theatres—the Rialto. Ritz and 
Rio here; the Falls in Grand Falls: 
|the Llanos in Lubbock. and the Ma- 
|rine, Fort Worth 


former 


| Carolina Theatre Change 
Raleigh, N. C.. Feb. 13. 

J. D. Deal, former manager Para- 
| mount, High Point, N. C.. goes to 
| Burlington to manage Carolina the- 
jatre there House is operated 
;Carolina Theatres. Deal succeeds 
| Richmond Gage. new in Navy. 





Dallas Cracks Down on Smokers 
Dallas, Feb. 13. 
Fire department here is enforcing 
no-smoking rules in all theatres. 
| Fines up to $200 will be imposed for 
repeated violations. F 
specting both 
houses daily. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


downtown and 


Bill Heiss ta Cleve. Palace 
Cleveland, Feb. 13. 
William Heiss upped from mana- 
ger RKO-Keith’s 105th. nabe house 
to manager of downtown RKO Pal- 
jlace. Succeeds Norman Wroble, who 
| was moved to Paramount in Cinein- 





| nati in same capacity. 


Clem Pope. RKO division 
in Ohio, to Florida for health. 
Boston division menager, 
pinch-hit for him here for 10 cays. 

Harry Weiss, from Boston office, 


aneczer 


Fimil 


| that 


| operations in 


vr circuit during | 


‘Editor. 


Breckenridge House Reopened 


Sreckenridee Texas Feb. 13 
Buckaroo theatre Opened here by 
John Ed Douglas ocal ranchet 
House ji the old Plaz: ich was 
dropped b he Texas Consolidated 
circuit sOme time ago 


Rosenberg Upped toe M. & P.’s H. O. 


Boston, Feb. 13 
Ben Rosenberg. long managing di- | 
rector of the big M. and P. Metro- 
politan, appointed homeoffice repre- | 
sentative of the M. and P. theatres 
with headquarters Boston. Pro- 


motion brought 
pia in as ma 


Max Nayor of Olym- 
airector of the 


nagging 


4.367-seat Met., Harry Goldberg, of 
Modern into the Olympia, and 
Henry Kalis, of Franklin Park, to 
the Moder: 

Purnell to Greensboro 

Greet DOUTO N Cc Feb 13 

Malcoln L. Purnell vho came 

here from managership of Carolina 
theatre Goldsboro, N. C.. is new 
manager of the National here, 1C- 
cee Harvey Sn 


Urbana, O., House Changes Hands 
Urbana. O., Feb. 13 

Mayor. Warren Grimes, Urbana 

O.. who owns the Gloria theatre in 

city. bought the Lyric there, 
owned by the late Grant Wooley. 





Rubin Miller Back to Det. 
Detroit, Feb. 13. 
Rubin Miller, former owner of} 
Odeon theatre here, returned to De- 
troit and took over his former house 
buying out the interest of Sol Feld- 

man. 

Netter, Gowthorpe Back to H.O. 
Leon D. Netter. v.p. of Paramount | 
Theatres Service Corp.. in charge of | 
south, and M. F. 
Gowthorpe, comptroller over thea- 
tres, have returned to the homeoffice | 
(Continued on page 22) 


Seller and Buyer 
“Variety” Z 

One of the chief the in- 
dependent theatreman against the 
major producer-exhibitor is that the 


the 


beets ot 


latter takes the dual role of seller 
and buyer of motion pictures. Now. 
according "to a statement by the 


head of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of America, a group of in- 
dies plans to do the very thing so 


| objected to, in the past. by the same, 


by | 


remen are in- ' 
nabe 


} 


| and present 


} 


| without 


and other groups. This brings up a 
pair of points worth pondering 

(1) It is unethical only if the 
other fellow does it. 

(2) The small compares produc- | 
ing and exhibiting—and the Depart- 
ment of Justice talks much about 
the monopolistic practices of the 
five major companies. Possibly the 
reason the Big 5 lacked much 
competition is that none has been 
offered rather than that they have 
sauelched it. 

I'm not condemning or commend- 
ing the indies or the majors for past | 
attitudes; but I am | 
wondering why. in the near future. 
an after-dinner speaker from with- 
in the pix field will chirp up on 
“how wunnerful it is to have united 
in Our industry for this ‘or that) 
charitable drive.” Why not a little} 
more actual solidarity and a little | 
Jess intra-industry bickering” There | 
is plenty of room in business | 
shoving. 


has 


this 


Joyce Rittenberg. 


~ Producers 


SPU Accuses 





Joan Harrison’s ‘Diamonds’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 13 


Joan Harrison, Universal's” only 


femme producer, draws another mys- 

tery varn. “Knave of Diamonds,” 

< tI ra p ) iIcllo € ‘ t 
der fil s er na ovel t 

Pe Vy Vi; } 

I oO « t l¢ é é HY 
riso pro im” are The J d Eve 
arie cle Ha 


U. of Minn. Gets 1656 
From NW Variety Club 
For Children’s Hospital 


Minneapolis. Feb. 13 
University of Minnesota board of 
regents has accepted the offer of the 


Northwest Variety club to contribute 


$165.000 towar construction of a 
heart hospital for children on. the 
unIVel tv campus It as al OUTLCS 
the offe1 prea ole 0 obptan 
federal fund throug} one of two 
procedures, the Lanham act. provid 
ing 60°, of the cost of erecting ho: 
pitals, or a pending bill under which 
40°, would be paid 


Ho pital’s total cost would 


000 or $300,000. depending on the 
amount of federal funds Variety 
club, as part of this principal charity 


project, also has offered to contrib- 


ute $35,000 annually to the hospital's 
support. Offer was included in a let- 
ter from Arthur W. Anderson, War- 
ner Bros. branch manager and club's 
Chief Barke It followed break- 
down of the club's negotiations to 


buy a closed public schoo) 


Ted Fleisher Heads Hub Variety 


Boston, Feb. 13. 

Annual Variety Club meeting here 
‘elected Theodore Fleisher, veneral 
manager Interstate Circuit of New 
England, as Chief Barker for 1945 
Fleisher succeeds Albert M. Kane of 
Paramount, who was appointed to 
board of trustees Others elected: 


John Dervin. first assistant Chief 
Barker: Arthur Lockwood, second 
assistant: Abraham Yarchin. dough 
guy and Murray Vl We 


prop 


Wever Heads Philly Variety 
Philadelphia, Feb. 13 


Clint Wever was installed as chief 
barker of Tent 13, Variety Club. at 
a dinner recently ! Ritz Carlton 
hotel Othe) ffice vere ulso 


Sworn in 


Vandenberg at Det. Variety 
Detroit, Feb. 13 
What was to have been the induc- 
tion of the Variety Club's new offi- 


|cers here turned into an international] 
Vander- | 


affair. Senator Arthur H. 
berg of Michigan was main speaker. 


| outlining his views on foreign affairs 


to Argue 


Result was that the showmen’'s party | 
last night burgeoned into a huge af- | 


fair with 130 stations of the Blue 
Network carrying the Senator's 
speech, broadcast als« going to 


Armed Forces broad. 


Wayne Inks 5-Year Pact . 


As Star With Republic 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
John Wayne has inked a five-veal 


pact with Republic which puts him 
on star basis. ape 

After “They Were Fy pendable’ 
for Metro he will probably do 
“Glory Road.” story of the Pony 


Express, for Republic. 


Siegel Back to Par 


Hollywood, Feb. 13 
Sol C. Siegel is disbanding his in- 
dependent company and returning to 
Paramount April 30 as an executive 
under Henry Ginsberg. 


Currently Siegel is associated with | 


F. Hugh Herbert and George Abbott 
in the production of “Kiss and Tell” 
for Columbia release 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Dogs of war will have their day 
in “The Jungle Marines.” a tale of 
the K-9 Corps, to be made by 20th- 
Fox. 
William Girard will produce, start- 
ing late in March. 


Col Re-Pacts Fier 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Columbia handed Jack Fier a new 
seven-year pact as production 
ager on all the studio's product 
In addition, Fier will function as 
supervisor on eight saddlers and 
four western musicals to be produced 


man- 


annually by Colberi Clark. 


advertising budget 40° above 


~——— 


Studios of Untairness: 


Certification 


Hollywood, Feb. 13 
Screen 


layers Union filed 
charges with the National Labor Re- 
lations Board, accusing all the 
major film studios and two 


independent companies, Vanguard 


and Principal, with unfai labor 
practices. Meanwhile, NLRB granted 

request by the produce f¢ Oral 
al nent on the certificatic of 
SPU as bargaining agent for 
extras who appear in bit sf 

roles Arcuy entis NJ he 

presented Feb. 22 in Was! ‘ 

SPI ct Pe follo 

The company and it vents. Cy 

! & ! Co I ¢ ( 

ec € He e 
Screen Plave Unio arn 
time ince Feb. 1, 1945 Ave 
fused to employ any pers 
than members of the Screen 
Guild for work in the studio 


volving bits tunts, singing or othe 
acting work commonly done prior to 
Dec 17, 1944, by extra plavers 

lich refusals are caused solely by 
the tact that extra players j the 

ority voted on Dec. 17. 1944 
an elect conducted by the NILRB 
By these and other acts and wile 
nents, the company and its age 
Central Casting Corp. restrained 
nd coerced its employes in the « 
ercise of the right guaranteed i 
aid act 

Jack Dales, executive secretary of 
SAG. declared 

“The screen Actors Guild is grate- 


ful for the opportunity to present its 
the case in an orderly fash- 


NLRB. As we 


petition of intervention, 


side ol 
recited in oul 
feel that 


ion to 


we 


clarification of the NLRB order and 
certification is imperative, and hope 
that after all the facts are pre- 
sented, the jurisdictional contro- 
versy generated by the certification 
can be satisfactorily worked oul 

Following is the producers’ state- 
ment 

“NLRB action in ordering a re- 
hearing on its certification of SPU 
is gratifying evidence that the pro- 
ducers have been acting in xvod 
faith and in accordance with their 
contractual obligations It is euar- 


nestly hoped that all difficulties can 
be amicably solved at the IEW 
hearin: 


Taurog Steers Final 
Shots of ‘Ziegfeld’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 13 

Taurog is taking over the 
the final sequence 
in Metro’s “Ziegfeld Follies,” 4 
hitting for Vincent Minnelli, who is 
busy on “Yolando and the Thief.” 

Sequence calls for William Powell, 
playing the role of Florenz Zieg- 
feld, looking down from Heaven 
and wishing he could stage another 
edition of the Follies. 


Norman 
director chore on 


nehe 


RKO’s Full House 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Total of nine productions are fill- 
ing RKO’s 15 stages this week, with 


the return of “The Falcon in San 
Francisco” from locations in that 
city. 

Others in work are “Man Alive,” 
‘Tie Must *~Dangersus Game" 
“George White's Scandals of 1945,” 


“Mama Loves Papa,” “First Man Into 
Tokyo,” “Those Endearing Young 
Charms,” “Spanish Main” and “The 
Invisible Army.” 


” 





WB Adds Exploiteers 


Mort Blumenstock, Warner Bros. 
eastern advertising-publicity head, 
has added five exploiteers to his field 
staff. 

George Fishman, formeriy with 
United Chain Theatres, has been as- 
signed to Philadelphia, Edward A. 
Johnson takes over the Minneapolis 
exchange territory; Richard Steph- 
ens, formerly with WB radio depa't- 
ment on the Coast, will work out 
of the home office: Stanton Kramer 
in Chieago; and Allan Kohan in the 
Pacific Northwest. 


WB UPS ‘BERLIN’ AIR COIN 


Warner Bros. has boosted its radio 
nore 
mal for “Hotel Berlin,’ which goes 
into general release March 17. Ap- 
propriation will be concentrated on 


spot announcements. 
“Berlin,” rushed into release 10 
coincide with the big gains being 


made by the Red Army, goes into 
the Strand, N. Y., March 2 and be- 
tween that date and March 17 into 
a number of key city pre-release 


* engagements. 
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with JIM BANNON > NINA FOCH - GEORGE MACREADY 
BARTON YARBOROUGH - CAROLE MATHEWS - LESTER MATTHEWS 


Screen Play by Charles O'Neal 
Produced by WALLACE MacDONALD « Directed by HENRY LEVIN 


RED CROSS WAR FUND WEEK 
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Warner theatre, Dechert claimed, the 
company was in a position to “stifle” 
a picture, “It could lead the coun- 
try into war by failing to show pic- 
tures preaching peace,” he said, 
pointing out that motion pictures 
were great factors molding public 





Gov't Sides With Goldwyn 


——, (€ontinued from page 7 dane 


opinion. 
Ne “Predatory” Action 

Dechert admitted that Warners 
not act in “predatoi fasnio} 
gaining its control of é st I 
situation. but declared that the mo- 

< " of c ( exist thout the 
agreement <« € efen d pu 
1 

¢ ¢ tele a 
} A t te S € 
K t, the ‘ r( Fox, as 

oot’ of ce be een trib 

rhe purported telegram read 
“Dear Sid: Happened to be In Philly, 
saw ‘Cavalcade’ being played at the 
Locust ‘(independent legiter). If that’s 
the kind of cooperation we re getting, 
I ,sudder for the business.” This 

ooperation,” Dechert claimed, was | 
the ‘eollusion” which constituted the 
c¢ piracy nae! vhi h the anti- 
t t act ere ated 

I the defendants’ claim that 
scarcity of product made it impos- 


sible to support another first-run 
ouse, Dechert pointed to the reopen- 











Senator 


ners, and former VU. &. 
George Wharton Pepper, for the dis- 
tribs. 

Segal claimed that Warners was 
“leery” of showing “Kane” because 
of suit threatened by William Ran- 


dolph Hearst, on whom the story wa 





| allegedly based 


Declaring that the first-run vas 
the “life-blood” o! é ‘ 4 
I ture, Deca e 
tation, newspavdei é ~ 
declared tnat ne ( 
afford to “ga ple e F 
A cI e l r ‘ 
irler i Die ‘ 


Warners 


Operation 
He pointed out t t 4 


attained a ain Ol ‘ ( 
ame fashion as Warners: that Wa! 
ners had kept first-run theatre ‘ 
during the depression at a “i to 
the benefit of the distribs; that the 
Erlanger had never stayed open dul 
ing the summer months; that it had 
only shown 14 pictures in 14 years 
Segal’s main argument was that 
no real monopoly existed because 
‘every distributo! till retains the 
right to show its 0 picture if the 
cannot n ake a deal U Wi 
AS examples of that € pointes to 
road-showing of “Kane ine r 


ventures by Metro and other distribs 

















ing of the Mastbaum—one block from Judge Proskauer wound up the 
Goldman's Erlanger—as “proof” that | argument in a sarcastic recital of 
there was plenty of product around. | Goldman's caree! 
“The Mastbaum has made a million “This is not a case of a little man 
profit since the reopening,” said | being squeezed,” said Proskauer. “Mi 
Dechert. | Goldman left a $74,000-a-year Job as 
Dechert’s arguments were an- | general manager of Warners to start 
ewered by Bernard G. Segal, repre- /a circuit -of his own, taking many 
senting some of the distribs; former | theatres away from Warners He 
Judge Joseph N. Proskauer, for War- | even is partners with us in certain 
ERROL FLYNN 
In Warner Bros. Hit ROSALIND RUSSELL 
“OBJECTIVE, BURMA" And 
with JACK CARSON 
Williom Prince © James _ in Warner Bree. BM 
e r u we 
oe “ROUGHLY SPEAKING 
In Person With 
ARTIE SHAW |) Robert Hutton - Jeon Sullivon 
and His Orchestra Alen Hale - Donald Woods 
ar Andrea Ki 
Rese Wyse, Jr. © June Mann |) ng 
Rice ‘T HOLLYWOOD erway aot sist 87. 
Broadwey end 47th $t., STRAND 
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PRINCESS ={dePIRATE 





Doors Open 
$30 A.M 
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LINDA DARNELL 
GEORGE SANDERS 












B'WAY & 
47th St. 


‘PALAC 


Edward G. Robinson—Joan Bennett 
Raymond Massey 
“WOMAN IN THE WINDOW" 


An International Picture—RKO Release 











Sie ON SCREEN | IN PERSON 











inuis., Feb. af chin? 

M-G-M’e — | WNAZARRO 
“National 
yo MOLLY 
Velvet PICON 
Micke 

BOON MARIO & 

TAYLOR FLORIA 












20th Century-Fox presents 
A. J. CRONTN’S 


“THE KEYS OF THE 
KINGDOM" 


RIVOLI 
B'way & 49th St. 
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“iv” MUSIC HALL 
“A SONG TO 
REMEMBER” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





| Paramount Presents | ia Person a 
RAY MILLAND | 9oP yee 


ao His 


in pols. 
8 JORDAN 

“MINISTRY SOUn ote 
of FEAR" FAMOUS S TYMPANY 





The FIGHTING LADY 


m TECAN/ICOLOR 














ait CAPITOL 


B WAY AT 51ST h4 
* 1m pe 












WALT DISNEY'S 

‘The THREE CABALLEROS' 
in TECHNICOLOR 

Released by RKO Radio Pictures 


NOW—Brandt's Globe 





RKO Ups Femme P.A. 
Harry Mandel, director of 
tising and publicity for RKO Thea- 
tres, has upped Blanche F. Livings- 
ton to a publicity post in his de- 

partment. 
She will handle promotion and ex- 














atres out of the homeoffice. 








| 
‘houses under pooling arrangements. 


| Angel” 
| cent release, 


fon 
| Heaven” 
, to Heaven” 


| 
| 
ia 
| 
} 


This downtrodden little man made 
between $100,000 and $200,000 last 
year. 

“Goldman gambled on a iawsuit. 
He rented the Erlanger, a $2,500,000 | 
theatre, at $1,000 a month, hoping to 
cash in. This suit is only an effort 


of Bill Goldman to get into the inner | . 


circle himself—the American way is 
not being threatened.” 
Proskauer said no real monopoly 


existed, pointing out that the dis- 
tribs quarreled among themselves | 
and with Warners for “preferential 
treatment.” And speaking of the | 
Mastbaum, he .claimed. that it was 
t e pl perity whicn ai- 
he house to stay ope He 
that Paramount and Metro still 
¢ to allow its pictures to be 
" ‘ 1e issive deluxer “be 
i ‘ T » confidence in that 
t 
I ked counsel to preset 
el tne argument al 
id down their decisions later 
Defendants in the case are Warner 
Bros. Picture Corp., Vitagraph, Stan- 
ey Co.. Warner Bros. Circuit man- 
agement; Loew's, Paramount, RKO, 
20th-Fox, Columbia Corp., Universal 
Film Exchanges, and United Artists 


Goldman is 
yn the claim 


asking triple damages 
that the distribs and 
Warners conspired to prevent him 
getting first-run product at the 
Erlanger, a former legiter 


ionally in the 


from 
used ocCa 
for motion 


past pic 


Goldman operates three theatres 
downtown and a chain of nabes and 


out-of-town houses 


Angelic H’ wood 


Hollywood, Feb. 

Angelic and celestial titles are get- 
ting a heavy play on current produc- 
tion schedules, although most of the 
subjects are strictly down to earth 

List includes “Guardian Angel” 
and “10th Avenue Angel” at Metro; 
“Fallen Angel” at 20th-Fox; “Johnny 
at KRO, and Paramount's re- 
“And the Angels Sing.” 
Also out of this world are “Heavon 
a Picket Fence” and “Face of | 
at Metro, and “Leave Her 
at 20th-Fox. 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Republic signed William K. How- 
ard as producer-director, with “A 
uy Could Change” selected as his 
first task. 


Script, bought from F. Hugh Her- | 


| bert a year ago, will be filmed on a 


| 





| release March 17. 


| 
| 


; on 


deluxe budget. 





2 WB’s for March | 


Warners will have only two re-| 


| leases for availability during March. | 


They are “Roughly Speaking,” 
pre-release at the Hollywood, | 
N. Y., and “Hotel Berlin,” which is 
being rushed to marketing to coin- | 
cide with the Russian drive on Ber-| 
lin and will be pushed into the 
Strand, N. Y.. in advance of general 


now | 


LE BORG FREELANCING 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 


tures for Universal 
| contract dissolving. 


RKO’S MEX BRASS RING 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. | 

RKO bought Vicki Baum's “Mexi- | 
can Merry-Go-Round,” dealing in a/| 
friendly way with conditions south 








of the border. | 
Story has been placed on Robert | 
Fellows’ production program for 


early filming. 





' 
adver- 


ploitation for RKO out-of-town the- | | Sinatra is a good singer 








Sinatra 


Continued from page 1 





ove 


| } 


| femme 


i naturally, 
| electricians, 


| efficiency 
| it, these 
| Schenck emphasizes. 


| Rep Inks Howard As Prod. 


up to time of | ness is terrific, and perhap 
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= a 





mounted in cost—the crafts and the 
What does it mean | 
if we do chop off $7,000 worth 
manpower a week, let 
compared to the hundreds of 
sand we save not 


creative values. 
of | 
uS Say, as 
thou- 
can 
room floor?” 


In 


bringing down the 


observation 


‘ 


umber Ol 


line with his on 
Ae t< 
pel picture, 


axiomatic iat 10 of any t é 


lems despite the 
are best 


rall 


tions gea 


economies 
Added Costs 
Henry Gin 
every picture 
$65,000 in 
mounting 


to a 


Ginsberg on 
Paramount's 
that 


automatic 


sbe re 


] 


points up toda 


las an added 


costs, due to craft wages 


as col red couple of veal 

ago Gi bers like Schenck and 
Jack W el com tted to the 
qaea that the creative 


film 
faces 


production go about giving new 


and talent 


tunities 


new greater oppor- 


Ginsberg is another advo- 


cating new faces as offsets to mount- 


ing Star costs 


“Anybody can 
Ingrid Bergman or Bing Crosby or 
Rosalind Russell,’” says Warner. 
“We can make our Own crooners and 


stars if we present 
properly.” 


Say, ‘lets borrow 


them 


On union costs, 
with 
has 
gone 


Schenck add: 
the war, the 
minimized while 
up. ‘Let’s say of 
only 10 are topnotch 
but when an increased 
manpower is made 
is bound to 
costs may 


that, 
ef- 
ficiency costs 


have 


today, 
of 


} ool 
tne 
th 


down 


possible 
rise 
come 


and, w 


Unlike 
Koerner, 
which is 


the WB lot and Charlie 
head of production at RKO, 
extending its number of 


constant battle to meet the deadline 
Zanuck Explains 


“We have Alfred New..ian on the 
lot,” says Darryl Zanuck, 
to put his talents 


“and just 


to work scoring 


low-cost pictures doesn’t bring down, 


maestro Newman's 

“The, big thing is the 
tion of our frankly proflig 
ing while the wartime 
turns are there 
a bill of $3,000,000 for retakes, which 


cost, does it 

minimiza- 
ate 
box 


peha- 


office re- 


; it would] 
without that ex- 
But we do it. 

“Money means nothing today. 
, der the tax structure. Don't forget 
many stars today now have a sayso 
in their pictures, either on artistic 
values or on a capital-gains unit 
setup; so they say shoot the bank- 
roll. At least we'll get a good pic- 
ture out of it, one of which we can 
all be proud. 


be as terrif with or 
tra expenditure. 


“But we've got to think of the 
future boxoffice, when, perhaps, the 
grosses won't be as lush,” Zanuck 
jadds. “Speaking of indie units and 


i stars and directors having their own 


H’wood Retrenchment 


Continued from page 1 geen 


shooting | 
scenes which wind up on the cutting | 




















dal,” ‘Where Do We Go From Here.” 
“Bell for Adano,” “Capt. Eddy,” 
“State Fair” and “Dragonwyck” are 
listed as to what they cost to date 
and also you'll see how much 
| they've exceeded budget expecta- 
tions (“Go From Here” and “Capt. 
Eddy” are in the $2,750,000 groove, 
for instance).” 

| 


|} would join J. Arthur 


100 | 
; when he was assistant 


pictures as a means to bring down 
the studio overhead by a_ wider 
spread and amortization of fixed 
charges, the 20th-Fox lot doesn't be- 
lieve in making B's just for the 
sake of making low-cost pix 

| Koerne incidentally, has been 
| trying to build a backlog of top pic- 
tures but in the year he’s been at! 
| the helm of production it’s been a 


Last month we had | 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


After settling his director’s con- | is more than I okayed for an entire 
'tract with Universal amicably, Reg- | year? It's a cinch to say, all right, 
|inald Le Borg announced plans to | spend another 100G or another $50,- 

freelance. However, he will first | 000 if that’s going to lick the stock 
jready an unidentified stage play|or hypo extra values Whether 
F | which he personally may take to/| that’s the differential between that 
|New York. extra half million or $1,000,000 gross 
Le Borg came out of the Signal we all talk about vou really can't | 
Corps in 1943 and directed nine fea- prove, especially now, when busi- 


| 
| 


un- | 





| company, 


| Exchanges 


Continued from page 20 = 











ollowing conference 


ih Dpartne 
n general operating matters 
They huddled with exegutives of 
Maleo in Memphi: Interstate and 
Robb & Rowley in Dallas: Jefferso; 
Amus. in Beaumont, Texas, and Pa 
amount-Richards, Ne Yrleans. ¢ 
of whom are partnered with P; 


Meantime, A. A. Higginbotham, exec 
of the Par-Richards circuit, is in 
N. Y. on h.o. matter 


He is a part- 
ner with E. V. Richards in that chain. 


Y | Connors, O’Donnell to Memphis Meet 


Memphis, Feb. 13 
Exhibs in this area will hold a ter- 
ritory-wide Red Cros 


luncheon here 


Feb. 23, with Tom J. Connors, 201 
Fox sales chief and R. J. O'Donnell, 
Interstate Circujt’s genera] ager, 


as speakers 

Tom Young, Film 
for Red Cross drive 
ting up affair. 


Row chairman 
in district, is get- 


Deny Felder Joining Rank 
Reports in sales circles that Joe 
Felder, who has resigned as N. Y, 
branch manager for Monogram, 
Rank’s Eagle- 


| Lion organization in an executive 
| distribution capacity are denied by 
Felder. 

He leaves Mono Feb. 15, and first 
will take a vacation in Florida 
Felder, veteran in sales, has been 


with Monogram for seven years ex- 
cept for an jnterval of 15 months 
branch man- 


ager for Universal in N. Y 

Nathan Furst, special sales repre- 
sentative for Mono, formerly in the 
New England territory but now in 
N. Y., succeeds to Felder’s post. 

Manta and Rose Get Another 

Chicago, Feb. 13. 

Ritz theatre, of Berwyn, now 
inder management of Manta and 
Rose, new buying and booking cir- 


cuit here. Formerly 
Ben Lasker, this is the 
latter has disposed of 
year. 

Leasing out of Ridge, 
Villas-Cicero theatres 
one house here, the 
under the Lasker banne! 


ope rated by 
fourth house 
in the past 


Bertha 
leaves 
Musie 


and 
only 
Box, 


Don Geddes’ New Berth 
Seattle, Feb. 13 

Don Geddes, 30 years identified 
vith local theatre operators, switched 
o city manager at Wenatches for 
Evergreen Theatres, where he cwill 
manage Liberty and Rialto. Suc- 
ceeds Morrie Nimmer, whos’ joined 
Navy. 

Jack Rosenberg, former state book- 
er for Evergreen circuit, discharged 
from Coast Guard, where a lieuten- 
ant, succeeding Geddes at Hamrick- 
Evergreen, as manager 

Film Classics Set on Raw Stoc 

St. Louis, Feb. 1 

Film Classics will have its proper 
quota of raw stock, Al E. “Nicky” 
Goldhammer, general manager of 
stated at two-day meeting 
here. More than 80°, of exchange 
heads of company aite nded session, 


Kaiser Wants Pic P.A. 


Henry J. Kaiser is contacting ma- 
jor film companies for loan of & 
publicist to hagdle national publicity 
in connection with the motion pic- 
ture industry’s participatiofin the 
United Nations clothing collection 
drive. He has asked Barney Balaban, 
Paramount prexy, for the services 
of Tom Waller during the campaign. 

Clothing organization is composed 


‘ 
\ 





| of 50 of the most important relief 
| groups in the world. 





Joan Barry’s Mono Pic 
Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Joan Barry, involved in paternity 
suit with Charles Chaplin, revealed 
she inked contract to make film at 


| Monogram studios. 





| with some purely American mani- | Capital-gains etups, that’s one rea- 
| festation that presumably any | 50" we must develop new stars 
| American would know. | You can't depend on the proved 
| A sentry stopped him at the edge | names any more. Sure, they're 
‘of a field, challenging him with, | great, but you know that none| 
“Who's a good American singer, a| Wants to make more than one or 
man?” Looking back on it, accord- | two pictures because thereafter the | 
ing to Strand, he realizes the answer | 99% surtax doesn’t make it worth- 
expected was Crosby. But he} While at all. 
| couldn’t think of Der Bingle. | “On the other hand, here’s a list 
Finally, he blurted out, “Oh, you! of nine. properties none of which 
know. The Voice, the Voice, what's! will cost us under $2,000,000, some 
|his name? Sinatra!” | nearer $3,000,000. We bought them 
Sentry, tired and dirty and tense, | Jast-year and are making them now, 
|stared at him, then yelled disdain-| and while these cost sheets are tabu | 
,fully: “Sinatra! This Buy thinks | for publication you can see for your- 
| self that “Dolly Sisters,” “Nob Hill,” 
| Strand got through, however. ‘Diamond Horseshoe,” ‘ 


Actress reported as being featured 


|in an as yet untitled murder mystery 


which goes before lenses 


COL INKS COLBERT CLARK 


shortly. 





Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
After working one year on a week 
to-week basis, Colbert gt inked 


a term contract as producer with Co- 
lumbia. 
During the year he produced seven 


Charles Starrett saddlers and two 


‘Royal Scan- | western musicals. 
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PAGE 27 is a highlight from the February issue of one 


of the most influential magazines in America. 

It is part of a series appearing each month. Last month, 
Fannie Hurst pictured her America for the almost two 
million women who buy this magazine regularly at news- 
stands. In March, Maurice Maeterlinck is going to_tell 


what his America means. 





Read Mrs. Roosevelt’s message. Like the whole series, 
it says proud things that should spur Americans on today. 
We reprint it all here, so you will see it. Otherwise you 
might not... hecause it is an example of the bigness that 
features a most surprising and famous magazine, eae you 
probably do not read regularly .... 
The magazine is TRUE CONFESSIONS. 


2 ln ai leas 
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Siegel's Death Recalls Spectacular 


Radio Attacks on Insurance Firms 


By GEORGE ROSEN | 
A news item from Dallas last week 


+ 


Long Time Look-See 


Ronnie McLeod, who dra 
the pint-sized Army 


cartoons in Collier's, is getti 


ws 


sergeant 


ng 


one of those “perpetual” audi- 


tion treatments from NBC, as 
network continues its search for 
suitable comedy format for him. 





Fitzgeralds Set For 


Has auditioned one 


program 


idea a month for past 11 months 





reported the death there at the age for the network, but right for- 
. h- , 
of 44 of Morris Siegel. Before the WIZ T ff A ril 30 lula has not yet been found. 
| he fnaily got himself eed D Latest audition held last week 
var and before he finaily 8 danE Ie found Mel , is ae wr 
1 F D Fit , sad founc cLeoc eamed with 
. . 1 ; G cla ar 5 } é € . h ( Ss ten ; s 
ed t Siegel ad a sp¢ ( ee ; 1 Jackie Gleaso: na half- 
, ce ty oO e- ‘ : : 
‘ a p \ 
’ 
+ ‘ on’ 9 * 
t f oO 
Bid S 
: OF Wamping 
; vi ‘ 
vr M ( A 1 +. 
| 3 7 | ‘ lation 
| 
€ ‘ é ( ©) «il * 
an a 
( eca é WO) g ( € Sf on é ( nd the coun- 
il ‘ ‘ i oie e a | \ hose r 
le ¢ oited to 1 I S ( re a re- ‘ 
ial « He ew York state art e thro \g 
: me ; oO 
‘ p c ( ( el LNOSE ) 1} 
ed 
® ance a 
, ed ] ( nie ere Vy { eq ( I ? € Or 
41 ¢ Y ° ° € if ( al } € 
. : - ; a uj 1izer al ‘ . 
| ( { t O  ¢ YOK < ( - F'¢ ¢ ( . 
were t ily se of cle es ng is vetting out of and, ¢ ‘ ng 
th ‘ e of obtail re- ad onsiderable embarrassment for the 
a tat s that f tims ; 
funas 3 — 7 a ee S ammerin - *s ie 
Li] < } aes oft ) ‘ ‘ + " + . + + } 
holders He reputedly 1aied n- . os al Ue eque . V € a tne 
% ame time alize that there's sucl 
dreds of cases pt eeK, empl . 5 . 
a staff of ass} t experts Siegel Li Be ‘ a ng as commercial radio a only 
| «< a . 2 . . Bie 4 } 
also retained freelance radio press Pulitzer’s St. Louis Post-Dispatch, | /:mitea ne is available for the ee 
a i@te ul < ia } 
‘ : a P ‘ annouw ment 7 utine 
agents and studiousl) ultivated re- h owns KSD, continues to ham- nn ; ae : are. 

4) ac rk 7 Is , Similarly, lack of a central agency 
lations with the New York radio ed mer at the major networks on the } Cae : rr ' rcs 
iors and trade press He never in- wougn vhich all such requests 
spired vee niste confidence because subject of commercial sponsors and iould clear has resulted in many 
he wa aly \ ecretive about his plugs ( news oroaacasts Bolstered Stance in duplicat on of effort on 

WaS alWays S@OCi i c ul bil ; 
fees and procedures. by support from topnotch commen- | ?* half of the same organization. Sta- 
‘ 4 , » : . ti0n managers feel it’s time the onus 
Siegel was a product of his times— | tators including Raymond Gram W take ff of ti = eee 
the tail-end of a long depression. He as taken off of them and directed 
the, avsper channels. They 


took advantage of much unfavorable 
publicity and word-of-mouth against 


the insurance companies in recent 
years. His Policyholders Advisory 
Council began as a “crusade” and 


ended as a petition for Siegel's per- 
sonal bankruptcy. Then he vanished 
from radio as swiftly as he had ap- | 
peared. 

The 
peak 


| 
¢ 


fable about him at his 
mentioned $300,000 as his 
nual income. Most of his customers 
were ignorant. Some afterwards 
claimed they substantial fees 
for routine answers. Meanwhile, 
radio, itself, had 
fearing Siegel's temporary prestig 
was too much of a reflection of the 
medium over which the simple citi- 
zenry came to know about him. 


WNEW’s ‘Showcase’ Uses 
Daytime Sked to Bally 
Boff Post-Sundowners 


In a move to bolster its nighttime 
listening ratings, WNEW, N. Y.. this 
week inaugurated a series of half- 
hour programs at 2 p.m. on Sunday 
(11) called “Showcase” which pre- 
view best parts of the week's even- 
ng schedule. Recalled that CBS did 


an- 


paid 





the same thing in reverse recently, 
using their highrating nighttime au- | 
dience to get listeners for their day- 
+: lh nase 


‘- oS Se oe name en éenes 


Stanza was started after several 
months of concerted development of 
nighttime programs on the outlet. 
Belief is held by WNEW’s program 
director, Ted Cott, that many of the 
programs have network stature. 
First program was a rebroadcast 
of a recent “Meet the Russians” 
Stanza. Others to follow include 
“Combat Correspondent” and_ the 
all-night stanza, “Milkman’s Mat- 
inee.” Plugs, fore and aft, will go 
to othey nightly features, as well. 
The December-January Hooper 
Station listening index, recently re- 
leased, incidentally, shows 
WNEW leads one or more of the net- 
work campetitors in N. Y. in 
out of the 10 hours 
and 6 p.m. 


LES GOTTLIEB MEMBER 


OF Y&R PLANS BOARD 


Aimed at a closer coordination oj 
publicity activities with the pro- 
gramming department and to inject 
“publicity thinking” into air shows, 
Young & Rubicam has appointed 
Lester Gottlieb, radio flack chief o 
the agency. as a member of the 
Y&R Radio Plans Board. 

Board is comprised of toppers in 
the creative end of the agency's 
radio division. 


brief | 


its fingers crossed | 


that | 


seven 
between 8 a.m. | 


Swing, John W. Vandercook. Cesar | through 

and the 

Saerchinger and the Assn. 0 a < OFPUCRIC: 

owners of the NBC | tO do an honest job but, under the , gy? ne 

uge from all sides,” find| that even after five years the question is frequently asked: “Is the Rocks 
' 


News Analyists, 


outlet are giving evidence that they 
intend to keep harping on the sub-|** .° : 
| ripoff on the manner in which 


‘wer poey'd lik 
Y Gtk 


“present del 
it an impossibility. 





| planning, program-producing” organization. 


| other words, the Rocky Mountain Radio Council gives professional] 


eo phe opr yon to the music of the Americas, and from children’s clas: 


ject until the webs break out of . : a 
their silence one way or the other. | they re all climbing aboard for the 
In its third editorial on the ques- | tree ride les in those “radio direc- 
tion last week entitled, “The Revolt | to’ships all the organizations—irre- 
Against Radio Plue-Uelies.” the | 8ardiess of the pitch have been 
| Post-Dispatch took notice of the} setting up in recent months. Station 
fact that the trade press, including | Managers are frankly bewildered 
| “Variety,” has been devoting space | They say, Sve us & priority ist 
|} to their crusade and asked, in effect, | put top things: first and last things 
how long it would be before the net- | — then well know where we 
: ‘L Rees ea stand, 
— renew ‘ OWlI-Hayes Meeting 
rhe daily ° pitch, Its pointed out,/ Some semblance of order is com- 
oS oe ee oe behalf ol the na- | ing out of the OWl-channelled an-| 
| tion’s listening audience. The paper scenes nents on behalf of various| 
has been listing names of orgs sup- | war aiforts. To expediate o proper 
porting its stand and also quotes priority “List Arthur “Hull Saves | 
Swing, Vandercook, and the Assn. | WABC CN. Y ' mer wie. te OWI's 
of Radio News Analyists as siding regional radio consultant for New 
with them in the apparent all-out York state and the upper part of 
| effort to radically change the now], 1s... hee . : 
| accepted method of broadcasting et Bnet —— bp i 
sagginien Session is skedded for March 7 in 
Post-Dispatch also has been re-|N. Y., to coincide with the NAB dis- 
| ferring to FCC rnember Ray C.| trict meeting on March 8-9 to insure 
| Wakefield and William C. D’Arcy,! a ull turnout, at which the whole 
| prez of the D’Arcy ad agency, who | thing will be thrashed out and a con- 
| support them, in what looks like an | certed effort made to centralize the 
) attempt to put the networks on the | undertaking—at least as it relates to 
| defensive. Paul White. CBS chief the N. Y.-N. J. setup. 
| of news broadcasts, has already out- — — 


| 1 
|} ter as being very much in line 
what the Pulitzer pub 
1g. 


“| . bul 


| has risen to the bait or atte mpted to | 


| outline its policy as regards 


| Casts, 


ined his web's feelings on the mat- 


is expound- 


spon- 
sorship and plug handling on news- 








with 





Lawyers, handling details 
deal whereby Crosley, Inc., of 


the 
Cin- 


| cinnati, is purchasing station WINS. 


Hearst Seen Getting 4006 
ap w nowt no wura-recworn Lillo Tome in_ Addition. 


To $1,700,000 for WINS 


of 


Radio Serves a Region 


By ROBERT B. HUDSON 
(Director of the Rocky Mt. Radio Council) 


Denver, Feb. 13. 
The term “radio council” as it is used by organizations in severa] parts 
of the United States is ambiguous. Its meaning, as applied to the Rocky 
Mountain Radio Council, is concrete and specific: a “cooperative, program. 
It is a region-wide educa. 
tional radio operation geared to the American system of broadcasting In 


. > P pro- 
duction to local public service features enabling them to hold 


(accordir 
to Hooper) the very significant audiences which the several commer, ‘al 
stations deliver to the progran 

The Council celebrated its fifth birthday Just a few weeks aco ‘ 
1} tw De el ae Ae d KFEL on Cou l-pre ed 
oO 1d10 tat ation made b N al 
Broadcast Conf Sit ly it wo th KOA D 
tio the ¢ ( é 1943 \ 
‘ | M t l oO Radio lK¢ e itte ) 
( Roe VI e It ive ; 
t t i) \ i ) R é 
DD & ‘ { ‘ du ea } 
er tik ( ( age 101 he ¢ f 
ro ists for each of these pro t D1 j ( t, 
9.200 broadcast 
Public Education on Home Problems 
From its beginning, the Rocky Mountain Council has co dered it ob 
to be local and regional, and program emphasis constantly has been placed 
on regional subjects, on national and international events as they affect is 
region, and on the regio resource human and mate For example, 
{ the past yvear the o1 tion, with a dozen cooperat ( 
tik 1 € ( | I Li¢ , urated a bold project Old for 
oO of p ic ea 110} ( the eco ) ¢ facts of life tne LO 
| é e project ims to acquaint the people oO ] ¢ ere th the 
8) aation tones on wnhicn rest the economy of the est and 10 ¢ e 


lem a factual basis for intelligent planning in both private business and 


industry, and in public management (Uncle Sam owns one-third the land 

ea the eight Mountain States). Already this project resulted in 
the creation of a Rocky Mountain Development Council which will formu. 
late an economic development policy for the Mountain States, make re- 
sources studies, and spread a gencral knowledge of basic facts about the 
area—its people, its means of livelihood, and the resources which await 
development—so that public policy may take due account of them. The 
Radio Council will continue to play a major role in this enterprise. 

‘Children’s Classes to Taxes’ 

The Rocky Mountain Council also concerns itself wit! he cultural, 
human and political resources of the region and its programs draw from 
many faucets of human experience—from the Cliff Dwellers who once 


inhabited the Rocky Mountains to analyses of public cpinion; from avia- 
ics LO Laxes 


So closely does the Council work with both educators and radio people 


Mountain Radio Council an educational agency or a radio trade associa- 
tion?” 
The answer is that it is both! While its official membership comprises 


30 educational and civie groups, it serves also as a meeting place for broad- 
casting interests in Denver and the region. Genuine tribute must be paid 
to the 18 radio stations in Colorado and Wyoming, and to several in ad» 
joining states, for the support and loyalty they have given to this Council 
public service 


and to the experimental pooling of regional resources fo) 


broadcasting which it represents. 


WAYNE KING SIGNED — AFRA Wins Retro Pay 
FOR SUMMER LS-MFT Up to $7,000 From WGN 
ring in falrae On Chi Tribune Decish 


Wayne King has been set as sum-| 


mer replacement for Jack Benny | Chicago, Feb. 18. 

with shows to originate from here} [In settlement of the four-year con- 
following contracts signed last week/ troversy between WGN, Ine., and 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan. First) the American Federation of Radto 


Artists over what constitutes a com- 
mercial radio program, insofar as 
the Chicago Tribune is concerned, 
WGN will pay between $5,000 and 
| $7,000 in retroactive pay to about 20 
actors, singers and  announcer®, 
Agreement reached last week elim- 
|inates the “Chicago Theatre of The 


broadcast has been tentatively sched- | 
uled for June 3 and brings King | 
back to the webs after an absence of 
three years during which he served 
a hitch in the Army before disband- 
ing his organization in 1941 to join 
the armed forces. 
King will follow 


the same waltz 


style that made him famous and will | Air” show which hasn't mentioned 
baton a 2l-piece group with Skip|the Chicago Tribune in over two 
Farrell and Dolores Gray as fea-| years. 
tured vocalists and Franklyn Mac- It was decided in the final megtin, 
Cormack, dramatic reader Fred | between Ray Jones, Chicago AFR 
Essex will produce. Jimmy Blade, | €xeculive — secretary; Frank 

Eddie Sheesby and Clyde Mosley | Schreiber, WGN station mgr., and 
Sa oe meen Cave Fae sat are bem oe neneoeme “+ @ ssqeeame. sn. co cobetel <5. wal ts veal i: . MIGN attorney, 
retained as arrangers, have been as- | ***44< w" “saucnsicon; ci thagia begin 


that seven of more than a dozen pro- 
grams under discussion were com- 
mercial in essence. These are “Sym- 


ociated with King in former years. 


phony Hall,” “Citizens of Tomor- 

Bruce Starkey Heads row,” “Garden Gossip.” “Oa itol 
'Comment,” “Words and Rhythm,” 

NAB News Bureau “Chicagoland Service Men in The 


News” and “Reading of The Chicago 
| Sunday Tribune.” In addition, “War 
Worker’s Award” program, heard 
once a month, has been designated 4s 
a commercial. All but the last 
named will draw retroactive pay to 
the date the copy in question was 


Washington, Feb. 13. 

Harlan “Bruce” Starkey was ap- | 
pointed last week to head the NAB | 
news bureau, filling a vacancy | 
which has existed since Walt Dennis | 
resigned in Oct., 1943. } 
| 


Starkey, one-time Florida and | gy¢¢ broadcast, going back as far a® 
| West Virginia newspaperman, has ‘three years. . 
| also been in the advertising busi- | Seana , - 
ness, and got his first taste of radio | 
in 1932 with WCHS, Charleston 'SCHNOZ TREACHER ON 
For the past decade he has been a} ’ 
freelance writer and publicity ae 
in Chicago. REXALL PLATTER SHOW 
Jimmy Durante and Arthur 
Dean Resi ns Morris | Treacher are being set on the Coast 
g | for a series of 15-minute platter 
Louis Dean has resigned from the} shows for Rexall Drug in conneec- 
| William Morris agency radio depait-| tion with company’s forthcoming 
Pe ei future plans as yet not sale. Shows will be spotted locally 
disclosed, 


| 
NO KFI SOAPR N. Y., from Hearst Radio, Inc. are 
OX FOR ironing out final details of the deal. 
| ‘ ; which will include continued use of | 
LOCAL | THINK GUYS air time on the outlet by Hearst's 
tas Amie Dok: th Me Xe newspapers, Daily Mirror and 
’ . Journal-American, with the papers 
| There'll be no more local “col- paying no money for the time. 
; umnists of the airlanes” on KFI Siation officially was sold, subject 
| after March 1. W. B. Ryan. gm. of | 9 FCC approval, to the Crosley in- 
the Earle C. Anthony-NBC station | terests for $1,700,000. Reports state 
SRP WLS sace ele eae pe that an approximate additional $400.- | 
"he sae Ganea™ aan eae “tage 000 ve, of cuffo airtime will be 
do the sounding off at home or in used by the spine of Hearst papers 
he corner beer stube. = iin N. Y. for programs they cur- 
| a Pagel * rently sponsor on the outlet 
yan said the new policy, reached Mirror, for instance, broadcasts 
alter a long and careful analysis’ five different news stanzas on WINS 
of news programming,” meant that daily. J-A is using several formats 
regularly heard NBC commentators | to exploit its various features, run- 
;™ ould supply KFI listeners with the ning from one-minute announce- 
| “I” discourses but station gabbers, ments to 15-minute programs. Un- 
from now on f l-fledged staff mem- | der the deal being worked out. these 
| 2ers, must confine themselves to! stanzas will continue on WINS. even 
| straight news reporting. after Crosley takes over the station. 
| Those affected by the order are’ However, this end of the deal will 
| Sid Sutherland, Jose Rodriguez. | see no money change hands, accord- 
Peter De Lima, Fleetwood Lawton, | ing to reports. Papers will be per- 
Alvin Wilder and L. B. Blackston.! mitted to use up approximately the 
vholl be retained if they'll settle added $400,000, at regular commer- 
for just reading the news without! cial rates, without paying for the 
kicking in with personal comments. | time. 


| 


on about 250 stations. Approximate 


One of radio’s topflight announcers $20,000 talent budget has been set 


in the days of Graham McNamee. for a quartet of programs. 

Norman Brokenshire, et. al., Dean Comedy series will be similar to 
shifted to agency activities and. at the recent Charles Butterworth- 
one time, headed Campbell-Ewald’s Robert Benchley-Cass Daley-Ray 
radio dept. He also was with the| Eberle (BBD&O) transcribed shows 





Arthur Kudner agency. for Rexall. N. W. Ayer is the agency. 
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TURNTABLE NETWORKS ON WAY? 








Much conversation and formulation of opinion ensued last week in 
circles of New York and Washington fol- 


radio and some military 
lowing the allegations of various Ca 


hon 


tholic publications that the Church 





had been “insulted” on a recent broadcast of “Radio Reader’s Digest” 
program sponsored by Campbell’s-Soup over CBS. The seript in 
question had been cleared by the War Dept. and was based on a real- 
life incident The alleged “offense” was a Catholic soldier who, 
wishing to confess and there being no priest at hand, insisted wpor 
confessing to a definitely reluctant rabbi. 

An error of judgment, perhaps, but obviously no insult was in- | 
tended. Meanwhile, an incident is being blown up by agitation, and 
loose talk is bandied about comcerning the possible boycotting of the | 
sponsors 

Radio deserves better than this. Both the attitude and agitatio } 


are exaggerated. 








What Is a Director?” Main Snag 


In Web-RDG 


Main hurdles to progress in ecur-* 
rent negotiations between three of 
the major networks, CBS, NBC and 


the Blue. and the Radio Directors 
Guild seeking 
and a union contract is the definition 
of “what is a director?” 

The Guild argues that a director 
should be subject to few or no 
restraints omce handed the script. 
Networks are contending the Guild's | 
definition is too inclusive and would, 
im the mame of helping directors, 
handicap program executives. 

Complicating factor is the wide 
variance in philosophy as between | 
the respective webs. Columbia’s di- 
rector set-up is closest to what the 
Guild favors and by contrast with| 
others is a model. NBC’s habit of 
using directors om straight schedule, 
alternately in charge of programs) 
and then stopwatch holder on the 
next show is particularly objection- 
able to the Guild. Argument is that, 
a director's prestige is collapsed | 
whenever he doubles in brass as a} 
production man. 

"| 


recognition as @ umion | 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


The Blue has a new “supervisor’ 
aystem, not exactly like CBS’ more 
elaborate plans, amd NBC has been 
trade-rumored for some time as con- 
templating its own version of super- 
visors. All of which swings the em- 
phasis of the webs toward the pro-| 
gram executive, by whatever name) 
called and with whatever status in- 
vested. 


McNeil Can Grab 2006 
On New Ble Pact That 
Guarantees 6 a Week 


Chicago, Feb, 13. 

Don McNeil, comductor of the 
“Breakfast Club” ever since it hit) 
the air almost 12 years ago, has been 
signed to’a five-year contract by the 
Blue network, beginning Jan. 1, 1946. 
Pact calls for a basic guarantee of 
$1,000 a week with sliding scale that | 
enables McNeil to cash in on around | 
$206,000 a year 
show is sponsored 
remains property of the network. 

Contract stipulates that Blue will | 


| 


Name of show | 


eollect 50-50 om sales of McNeil’s 
book, “Don's Other Life.” which | 
already has sold around 100,000 


copies through air plugs at $1 a copy, 
and returns from his personal appear- 
ances as well as participation in any 
future film commitments. Blue also | 
eontrols McNeil for FM and tele- 
vision, and gets first call on his serv- 
ices for a night show. Program dept. 
will consult with MeNeil on any 
additions or -withdrawals of talent 
from the show, although final deci- | 
sion will rest with Blue execs. 

Blue sales dept. plans to offer | 
“Breakfast Club” time in segments 
with Swift & Co. show’s remaining 
sponsor, to have first call on quarter- 
hour period regardless of whether | 
chain has prospects of selling two. 


half-hour periods or not. Walter 
Emerson, attorney, and Merritt 
Schoenfeld, asst. gm. Blue, and 


Harold Feigelholtz, acting for Mc- | 
Neil, handled al! negotiations. | 


Sam Antenie.— The Texas School 


of the Air broadcast each weekday | 
over member stations of the Texas| 
Quality Network this week observes | 
its fifth birthday. Series is new be- | 





ing heard by approximately 1,000,000; Taylor backed by a small musical| ment, devoted-to the initial stanza 
combo. 


Texas school childfen. 


P&G Strip Yen 


if ‘compiete hoiir oF 
| Sponsor 


;| clear, 


musical 


Pact Negotiations 


Poor Man’s ‘Oklahoma!’ 


Theatre Guild, producers of 
“Oklahoma!”, at the St. James 
theatre om West 44th street, 
N. ¥., is squawking over the Sat- 
urday night mixups occasioned 
by the WOV (N. Y.) spotting of 
its “Broadway Barn Dance” at _ 
Times Hall, next door to the legit 
house. 

It seems that when those lines 
start forming for “Oklahoma!” 
seats and for the free admish to 
the hillbilly session, the crowds 
get intertwined, with Guild pa- 
trons finding themselves at the 
Times Hall boxoffice and vice 


versa. 











| have their 





PETRILLO SEEN Blue Billing Losses Hit $5,000.00 
Mark But Web High Command Feels 


Long Term Planning Will Recoup 


TREND OPOTTER 


Behind-the-seenes 
eyes 


trend spotters 
glued on the juris- } 
lictional dispute now raging be- 
tweem James C. Petrillo’s American 
Federation of Musicians and Nation- 
al Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and | 
Technicians, in which NBC and the 
Blue network are active participants 
Reasom for this more tham passing 
interest is simple—once its ex- 
plained. 

There’s a growing segment of the 
industry that feels—and feels strong- 
ly—that radio’s postwar operations 
are going to lean more and more on 
electrical transcriptions. Petrillo, 
they say, is well aware of this pos- 
sible development and that’s why 
he’s waging a vigorous fight to get 
the pancake flippers lined up as 
dues-paying members of his or- 
ganization. His adamant refusals to 
concede even a fraction of an inch 
in the recently settled recording 
dispute with CBS and RCA-Vietor 
likewise is laid to the same reason. 

Only a future gain of the utmost 
importance, it’s argued, could have 
motivated Petrillo in his refusal to 
abide by President Roosevelt's re- 
quest to settle the disc stalemate. 
That gain, it’s being predicted, is ar} 
eventual retreat by the major net- 
stand banning 








CBS Top Sustainers 


(MOOPER RATINGS ) | 





Program Rating 
“This Life Is Mine” . 26 
“Terry Allen-Ross Sisters”... 2.3 
“Assignment Home” EN 
“Sing Along Club”.......... 2.2 | 
“Philadelphia Symphony.... 2.2 | 
“Wilderness Road”........ 2.1 
“Country Journal” baie 19 
“Youth On Parade”........ 19 | 
“School of the Air”... 16 | 
‘Waes On Parade” eee 





Out-of-Towners | 
Muff News Job 


There appears to be a feeling by 
at least two of the major network 
homeoffices in N. Y. that an oppor- 





| 
works, as far as their ; < ; ; : 
» eater te: ns ae s eentieinel | tunity is being muffed im such key 
-or Ss is S s icer ° . 
™ » aah Sane Wittier spots as Washington, Chicago and on 
a Pasty the pa cate _— the Coast im complementing the 
merg cen of e.t.’ "ttle “high so- | h.o, activities om the servicing of | 
emerge . .s ( i — OR 
ciety” are numerous, according to| aoe & ee ee ete. One of | 
| + : ita to vesdictinas The the networks is particularly dis- | 
Peer , vee “ce cae “ a a | turbed over the situation, a check | 
most im a: “ y Say, 1S ai-~ paranen ) comes ‘ —=™ . 
most complete public acceptance of | beveling thet they re only s tting 
edt meat tet eee Thiel) league performances by their 
res DP a b ~ wah a a | flackery setups because men who 
acceptanc ri e ren or - ‘ ; ‘ 
ps "ime atin®. whee the wll should be devoting full time to pub- 
iceable, it’s ; . Ww | pee . . 
Sees << Gein eee tateen from |city are doubling into promotion 
© & and other activities or are taking 
overseas. | . 
| the job too lightly. 
These servicemen, of course, have | 
. | In fact the situation is sueh that 


Keeps Fri. Open 


Procter & Gamble. sponsors of 
| the Jack Kirkwood show in the 7-7: 
15 p.m. cross-the-board slot on CBS, | 
has a first option on the 7:15-7:30 


| segment when and if the time opens | 
up on a strip basis. That’s one of 
the reasens CBS particularly 
anxious to sell Fri- 
day night slot formerly occupied by 
Englander Bed for the “We Who 
Dream” show. 

If the Fridgy spot is sold before 
P&G succeeds in acquiring the half- 
hour period on a cross-the-board 
basis, the time will be subject to! 
recapture after a year, similar to 
the deal made with Armour, which 


isn't 
the 15-minute 


currently occupies the 
night 7:15-7:30 slot for the Hedda 
Hopper broadcast. 

Whole thing, of course, is con- 





Chesterfield 
Tues.-Wed.- | 


hina a? 
Wa sues 


whether 
with the 

“Miasic ~ Phew pro- 
now heard 7:15-7:30. Ciggie | 
would like to have a half- 
hour program but, if the time doesn’t 
chances are itll cling to the 
quarter-hour format. 

P&G currently divides the Kirk- 
wood show for Ivory Soap and 
Oxodyl, but is anxious to setup two 
separate strip shows for each ac- 
count. 


tingent on 
continues 


Lica Ss: 
gram 


PROFILING RADIO NEWS 


Dixton Wecter in N. Y. for Atlantic 
Monthly Piece 





Dixon Wecter, professor and author 
of various books of social history, is | 
in New York interviewing radio per- 
sonages On a piece about news com- 
mentators soon to appear in the At- 
lantic Monthly mag. 

He lives in California. 


Tommy Tayler’s Paint Job 


Benjamin Moore Paint Co., sea- 
sonal advertiser, returns.to the Blue 
Saturday, March 3, with a 15-minute 
stanza once weekly, for 
eight weeks. 


Program will feature tenor Tommy 








Monday | expensive 


had to depend on transcribed radio, 
fer the most part, and because of the 





fine cooperation between govern- | 
ment, the industry and talent, prac- | 

nk ste i | 
| tically the only satisfactory radio 


| shows beamed to GIs have come off 


platters. It's hardly likely that |, 
they’re going to insist on live shows 
after they get back home. 

Another reason advanced in the 
e.t. argument is the lessening of ex- 
pense involved, especially where re- 
peat shows have been the order of 
things. This expense item, it’s 
pointed out, is going to loom large 
with many a major advertiser, espe- 
cially those who plan an intensive 
experimental campaign in television. 
Radio budgets can be slashed to al- 
low for video operations by the sim- 
ple expedient of using platters for 
AM campaigns instead of the more} 
live shows now being 





used. 


Coca-Cola Did Kh | 
Claimed as a straw in the wind is| 


the recent decision by Coca-Cola | 
to air its Morton Downey daytime 
musica:- Session -via platters, ssing 


(Continued on page 338) 


‘Assignment’ Headed For 
Celanese Tag If It’s 0. K. 
With War Department 


If the War Dept. gives its okay 
the sale of “Assignment Home,” the 
CBS sustainer dealing with veteran | 
rehabilitation that’s put on in co-| 
operation with the Army “Service 
Forces, indications are that the Cel- 
anese Corp. will bankroll the show 
It’s currently heard Saturday after- | 
noons (4:30-5). 

Celanese noeiebitin of the pro- 
gram (it’s an all-Army setup with |} 
the exception of its AFRA cast and 
Bob Heller, producer, hence the} 
need for a War Dept. nod), would 
in turn eue the departure of the 
client’s “Great Moments in Music” 
show heard Wed. nights via CBS in 
the 10-10:30 slot, with “Assignment 
Home” taking over the nighttime | 
niche. War Dept. go-ahead on the 
sale is anticipated. 

Another indication of the boff re- 
action to the CBS sustainer is the 
seven-page text-pictorial spread in 
the current This Week mag suppile- 


in the series, “No Confetti.” _ | 


} the 


{of a series of war-politico crises af- 


| with 


| merit 
| Negro news weekly, for their 


| which employes 


| 
| tions. 
| 





this particular network is mulling 
an overhauling of its setup in key 
out-of-town spots aimed at obtain- 
ing maximum coverage. A study of 
Washington situation, in partic- 
has revealed that in the face 





ular, 


fecting the entire world, a great op- 
portunity is currently being muffed, 
radio coming in a poor sec- 
ond because of the failure to “sell” 
to newspapers, mags, etc., the story 
of what radio is doing. 


Similarly, with so many shows 


originating from Chicago and the 
Coast, feeling is that too much re- 


liance is being placed on N. Y. cov- 
erage for these programs and that 
there’s insufficient coordination of 
activity from the points of origina- 
tion, 


Negro Weekly Awards To 
WCAU Femme Newscaster, 


Philly Record Publicher 


Philadelphia, Feb. 13. | 
Clark, WCAU news 
commentator, and J. David Stern, 
publisher of the Philadelphia Rec- 
ord, have received the award of 
from the Afro-American, 
“con- 
| stant crusading for equal rights for | 
minority groups.” 

Miss Clark, daughter of the pres- 
ent military governor of Saipan, was 





Katharine 


| singled out for this honor because of 


her “unbiased, liberal and enlighten- 


| ing interpretation of the factors be- 


hind the recent transit strike” in | 
of the Philadelphia | 
walked out in protest 
against the hiring of Negroes as con- | 


Transit Co. 


| ductors and motormen. 


Stern was honored becauge of his } 
newspaper's handling of racial ques- | 


Citation for WMCA (N. Y.) 


WMCA, N. Y.,. received an 
roll of racial relations” citation yes- 
terday (13) for its “New World-a- | 
Comin’ ” program. Awards are given | 
each year by the Shomburg Collec- 


} 
“honor 


| tion of the N. Y. Public Library to | 


six white and 12 Negro organiza- | 
tions, or individuals who distinguish | 
themselves in the field of inter-racial 
unity. 

Outlet was only station im country 
cited for its work during 1944. 


+ 


| Brands’ 


| Robbins (Joe E. Brown show); 


| Morton 
Gum 


| WOI k 


| weekly 


| Friday 


That stream of Blue network can- 
cellations which hit the $3,000,000 


| mark before the first of the year has 


spiraled beyond the $5,000,000 

although partially offset by 
inheritance of the Standard 
“One Man’s Family” show 
from NBC and the Tangee-Sammy 
Kaye program from Mutual. Never- 
theless, in the face of the new loss 
of such accounts as McKesson & 
Bris- 
tol-Myers (Gracie Fields); Lockheed 
(“Man Called X”); The Coca-Cola- 
Downey stanza and Ivoryne 
(“Hello Sweetheert”), there’s 
an inner sanctum feeling at the net- 
that the Chet LaRoche policy 
currently being pursued is predi- 
cated on a long-range vision aimed 
at solidifying the structure of the 
web and improving the value of the 
clients’ investment. 

As such, the Blue toppers make no 
apologies; they know the succession 
of cancellations looks bad, but 
they’re equally convinced that. for 
every dollar lost now, there'll be a 
multiplicity of coin intake through a 
general acceptance of the fact that 
the net is strengthening the position 
of its current advertisers and is thus 
paving the way for new solicitations. 
The network execs justify that 
whole chess-board pattern of ma- 
neuvering and wholesale reshuffling 
| of the nighttime sked over the past 
| three months (they went to work on 
14 requests for changes in time, in- 
cluding those top spenders who were 


now 
mark, 
the 


taken out of “fringe” time and 
moved into more valuable seg- 
ments), under the policy of “let’s 


take care of the people we got by 
strengthening their position, and 


| let’s do a creative job by trying 


to understand their merchandising 
problems and translate them into 
terms of radio.” 

That's why the web execs main- 
tain, too, that they’re proceeding 
cautiously on filling new orders, 
risking the loss of new biz until the 
whole new structure pattern has 
been evolved. They’re convinced 
they've got something there. 


Jerry Wayne Graduates 
To Top Billing on New 
Airer From 1-Tune Spot 


Jerry Wayne gets top billing on 
the replacement show for Borden's 
on the Blue when the Ed Wynn pro- 
gram scrams next month. New show 





| bows in March 5. Wayne’s been on 
| the Wynn airer since its inception, 


starting off as a one-tune guy and 
with subsequent audience surveying 
revealing he’s the guy that’s been 


| getting top votes. « 


Orch not yet set, with Mark War- 
now checking off the program in 
view of an exclusive he’s signed with 
American Tobacco. There'll be two 
guest spots filled weekly, with Car- 
ole Landis and Ink Spots being lined 
up for opener. 


JIM AMECHE IN FOR 
SLATER ON ‘SATISFIES’ 


Bill Slater, announcer and m.c. on 
the Chesterfield CBS “Music that 
Satisfies” program, checked off the 
show last night (13), preparatory to 
revealing a seasonal baseball play- 
by-play announcing chore for which 





he is currently negotiating. Jim 
Ameche succeeds Slater. 
Sponsor has inked comic Jerry 


Mann, with Betty Linde, to a once- 

chore on its NBC “Supper 

stanza for 13 weeks beginning 
(16). 


Corwin’s Canada Show 


Norman Corwin is going to Canada 
to produce a half-hour show for 
CBC in connection with the Cana- 
dian Government’s Red Cross cam- 


Club” 





paign. 
Show will originate from Toronto 
on Feb. 23. 
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Head Scratching Follows Gov. Dewey 
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siate guard 
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To ave! an even moire el 


gen: 


guire the el ces O11 ¢ U auta t 


public neal il 


man not engaLrer ) j ) 
Mechanics. machinists, ¢ ators and 
handy 
should apply to the nearest one 
sfation o decal oflice ) ‘ 
Dep of Public Wer) Pre ] 
rates ot \ ives ll be pal 

on 


men ana OV OVE 


production i essen Du é e 
are ure coone \¢ Every mat 


not required fo} ervice » pul ( 


health 


me re 


and satet' ould report r 
pea io tne ( 1 rawro 

0 wal ollie ‘) state 
Publi WO 


Io! Duane 


slution 
Depa 1! 
Henry 
Jones 
Dewev 


ent O1 wned 


R r 
6. 


urnbull 


representh Governol 


Not First Time 


This is pot the first time an emer- 


Zenev message, or official proclama- 
tion by Dewey 
signature Turnbull. Similar 
stance prior to last 
Presidential campaign, when 
were asked to broadcast 
messuve on the soldier vote 
Turnbull, radio ¢ 
handled Dewey's radio 


issued over the 


Was 
of in- 
occurred Veal ’s 
station 
Dewev' 
decla 


xecs re, 


campaign 


when he ran for yvovernor in 1942 
and was also radio director for the 
Republican National Committee dui 


ing his recent bid for the presidency 
Turnbull resigned the laiter 


pe 
afier ihe election to ret » the 
Duane. Jones Stic ere sme for 
merly was head of radio s un ac- 
count executive. He currently han 
dies ‘for the agency? busine com- 


ing from the Mennen Co. makers 


mens toilet and shave preparations: 
the Republican National Committee 
and the N. Y. State Republican Com- 
mittee accounts. 
N. Y. City radio station execs de- 
- clare that the emergency announce- 
ment requests in the city are han- 
dled in a different nei When 
Mayor LaGuardia « ( tations to 
handle a similar situation. he call! 
together a committee of radio exec 
who decide on policy and follow the 
thing through until coi legion Phe 
state that if Dewey de not h te 
nave his pre cla ile |} 
radio relatior he coul ( lv get 
the CcOoOovel on on te- ion} 
aiion suit thes believc it is-not 
best av to handle é u yy 
throveh an exec of a ad ene 
who may be inclined. the i to 
use DOUusine pressure (oO ef thnem to 
air announcements from 1 Go 
ernor’s office 


Jacques Fray on WNEW 


Musici ( 
prewar 


“Jacques 
featuring j piana 
team of Fray and Bragzioit vill 
teeoff on WNEW. N. Y., in couple of 
weeks in the 9-9:15 p.m. slot once 
weekly. 


Fray's 


half of the 


In Chi It’s 3 to 2 
; Feb. 13 


R ere vy. if judg- 
ere 

‘ nothe) 

ed 
y ( k é 
t t 

{ t 
+ y 





“No Kate Smith 


In Toronto, At 
Least for Now 


R \ ‘) Cot cil 
r Bro ne 
( ¢ © ( ( Ret ih 
( .) ) 1a ( ¢ 1) 
i¢ e{ ( { ubio ¢ l 
auo oO r 210 ror ax isting yu 
lat the noon Kate Smith pro- 
| e present 
( 0 V ( ‘ ’ ODO 
of CFRB ‘CBS C i yullet4 
Lo the st. stepne s Ang] 
( 0 ( ite S \ 
lot ) ( ile 
CFRB mid rec i 
! i'¢ } bd ( 3°30) 
.] y 1 O ( ) i 
Dp t! k CK é 
) } Olle CFRB romine ree 
tire {O) e p od {0 ynicn € 
urel ne) pay (‘The St. Stephen's 
Hour h been aired for 13 vear 
Denies Editorial Charge 
W l Mieilbwoes LF he N ilional Re a 
ligious Advi ory Council present 
anded as mislead- 


Howard Chase bi 


in 


i 
' 4 

} 

I 


in the United 
Observer which st ; 


editorial 


~~ an 


Church ated, ine 


nost recent and most alarming move 


of this bureaucracy (the CBC) is an 
endeavor to eliminatc all religious 
ervices over the air after 12 o'clock 
noon on Sunday or at least after 5 
o'cloc} He said. “This is not true!” 
Chase isked ve editorial re- 
flected Line t of the United 
Chu t of C ada Va told that 
te ‘ had co ylete freedom of 
actior nd 1 editi i ie 
nal ion ted ) s 
ithe eS 7) Diication. Me \- 
vhile ne National R giou A\dvi- 
sory Council ked the CBC La 
commercial programs be climinated 
on Sunday evenings between 7 and 8 
p.m. aired the Lord’s Day Alliang 
ubmitted a esolution that 
“viewed with alarm the increzsin 
demand for commercial progran 
ovel ne air on S maday "and “urged 
the CBC to inere > the factht for 
eligious broadcasting.” 


ALL-NIGHT ‘MUSIC’ HOPS 
FROM WIZ 10 WOR (19) 


pru ? cn ( WAZ 
y _ ‘18) i to . 
} ‘ ) WOR ont 
i]9) 
P } ombitr " 
i ere e-vlroadc 1 - 
of WOR’s current il-nigh 
pre im Moonlight Saving J 
na ail ne supery ea oV orile a 
ors «ol Sav It Alien Kent and 
Austin Croom-Johnston Only ilk 
nm new program will be the news 
shots and the re-broadcasts of im- 
portant happenings heard on the sta- 
tion during the day or evening. Rest 
|of show. which will continue to be 
heard from 2.to 5:45 a.m., will be 


, all-musie. 


Daughter Dies, Devine 


I 


To Rest From ‘Mr. D.A.’ 


Three-year-old daughter of Jerry 


Yevine producer-writer on “Mr, 











SHPO eOeeee 


with 


Rynd Blue V.P. 


Blue web adirectors meeting Mon 


(12) upped C. P. «Pete) Jaeger, Fre e 
Smith and Charles E. Rynd to vee- | 
pees and approved formation of 


N.Y. 


ast. 


From the Production Centres 


Hearst 
has checked into Grant hospital for a long rest 
office, 
with the idea 
during the past few we 
proudly 


last 


Wh 


ne etwork aevpt to be known a No one gets m 
the News and News Fe tures Dept still hopeful that 
charge of Robert E. Kintney, v-p. | on, panle be ne 
G. W Johnny” Joh ston e will con- night. chosen bx 
— Gee of nese activilles. | week in “Lauri 
Kit f iSO peng assis ed to for new ossip 
head the Blue’s Washington office 
vhich is in line for a revamping 





town 


week 


fr 


displaying hi 


re 
2 
eK ( 


Live 
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Oap 


ts 


a couple weeks 





freelance 


‘ks 


De Mille 


mit 


nan 


Jack 


program, 


a 


Proctor, 


purple 


alIN HOLLYWOOD... 


eshot at a 
will 
ent 


rowd beca 


Otto 


legit 
“Hollywood 
KFI five-times-a-week, with -Bullock’s dept. store picking up the tab 

Warners bought 17 acres in the hills hard by Hollywood for its television 


PHFPetoeeeesy 


Distriet Attorney” for Bristol-Myers, ~ ; E 
died last week in N. Y Devine is | IN NEW YORK CITY eee 
going south for a several weeks Martin Goodman, of the William Morris radio department, commissi 
Sgt. Arthur Laurents, who has} 4 captain in the New York State Guard. He will assist Maj. Paul C Ri - — 
yee authoring the CBS “Assign- head of the radio division of the press department Seeking ne cae 
Hom series, taking over ON | lead for serial “The High Places,’ CBS supervisor Robert J Landry "dle 
ai chuvins | my rote hae a oe eae rector John Dietz and author Carl Buss last week auditioned Dorothy 
ord ' sit | Emery, Helen Gillette, Julie Stevens, Betty Worth, Betty Cain. Marguerite 
om a t ek Morrison, Leila Ernst, Elaine Kent, Dorothy Grundy, Barbara T: el] 
Nedda Mahoney, Adele Longmire, Lynn Gordon, Vivian Smollens 
Gill Pi ar eo e i -_ fil . — potato es vibe , ress 
z i] ( charge ‘ .) 
itetie Fiugs ing. Hes res ccks before rest eo 
re H rd William Morris office, n Zin 
irgi “a ‘ ead oO P&G G pat | 
] ‘ o J ‘ 7 jo Ranson, WNEW d by 
Tele As Well = gi ana, WNEW fr pointe 
. 13 H ‘ugntel a | é esented 
7 ‘ 7 Wile ‘ 
As Self on MBS 2": ren neu Due at ne 
$ DEH OM MIDS essicoment is ~s cir Fedignes:. ‘Seareon Bun ing 
editor of the Herald ‘ é qui ter on WNEW Tite tions 
C nthe _ ch NoONsOo}1 Quiz Conference 
; ~ Nie ark Lynn Gare dropp to Thanks to Yanks ho lo 
Viadisor Square Garde Friday lake on musica Wauhillau Lahay, radio flack chief at N. W \ver, to 
nigh { Don Dunphy and Bil)| Boston on United Drug acc t biz Norman Corwin, WQXR alumnus. 
Corur dling the chatte issign- | BACK at his old a on 12) for a Lincoln Day guest ot as he did 
‘ r e Mut l network and; the intro fo t nou cribed “Lonesome Train” sho e Ear] 
Steve I 0 n tele Robinson-Mill ] py tala ¢ ginally done on CBS’ Co erties 
WNBT (NBC) last seasor 
p P oO P he A) Fri K ( | { if i t > 
‘ F ‘ ' } 1 x ( d ll } ‘ G cer 
( ea t e ¢ i one of|* eu ‘ Jay ( D \ ) & 
e ost oLent ro Olle al unt tp eries 0O : i¢ Toe H esl, Le] ( Via} Bowe ew 
et used fo the ’ 1 ied dus- | “Shower o S lathe ‘ D\ rirl, Carla Bob Pollock. televisior 
researche th Dail ‘ gy J. Walter Thompson to € COpy oO} 
( \ y Journal-American| Pan At ( \ Friends of Larry Ha ad sex- 
ort ( 1 or r een- | Commerc ( rt W People etc.) before jon ¢ e Economie 
ounds co e! ( Garden | Developme: afl t ‘ fter accidenial death of | e, Mar 
main bouts and also 1 nore | garet, Sunday (11) mW Y3re treet apartment 
than a few ords about the pon- Emile C. Teppern freelance scripter, has three in a r co Ne Up. 
ors product ‘They pay for it,| He cripted the “S ETI SE ow for this Thursday night, next Monday's 
yin't the » Since Gillette started | “Bulldo Drummond 10 and next Tuesday's Inner Ss tum” 
televi s the fights. Coi has been | Mother of Irwin Ro 0th Century Sporting Club’s radio p ied ing 
introing plugs along lines of “if you | Brooklyn, hospit I 12) following a heart attach We, the People” 
‘ ‘ichin 1 bout on. tele to hilly ior st 18) broadcast featuring Treasury Set Henry Vorgen- 
ision, right about no you ould | thau, who'll guest-e cee with Milo Boulton Sponsor 1s eras all plugs 
be shown a picture of a package Of jin favor of a Treasury pitch explaining redemption of “baby” war bonds 
Gillette shave creat Well, you all! effective March 1 Be Lillie nd Dr. Henry B. Hazard. latter an immile 
knovy What it looks ke, but here’ gration official. alse ticit ing 
omething else, etc., et et 
idee, OF eoures ig eolcuiatea to in IN CHICAGO... 
still in fight fans ven hn hy . Lee Weinrott busy castin several new parts hose Websters new 
television set to see S cl as heal Quaker Oats sho t replaces “Brewster Boy March 9 Herb Futrah 
the contests and jt also s@rves notice nominated numbe1 e party thrower for 1944 with an average of three 
that Gillette is kee} g pace of all a week MCA. General Amusement, and the William Morris office. bee 
odern developme not only in ginning an all-out impaign to sell more name talent to midwest sponsors 
tele but i ts fact ee Town club told Me club) is starting a membershin drive for radio 
yroduct, et exec hich, uf ‘ | il] ve Chicago its first real radio clul Erne 
Fact that the sponsor ( gy all Phillips plans a lo en tio rst in several years Lou Harrington 
out in su rine also — aking tests for ¥ pilot license this week Owen Vinson and 
, e trade tipoir that ee his wife, Paul Ho y make their home in California after their 
IBC - Gillette-Mike Jacob 20th | show, “Brewster Bo oes off the ai Lt. Norman Barry, former NBC 
C Fy Sete Reels, Pee. evi new oun ind ¢ t. Ed Webber, former central division news editor, 
televisi & ace hee ae ce 1» | feted by mem of the NBC central division news and special events 
bouts looms large in Gillettes ad- i; depariments la wer Bea Tuite, aitress at the Wrigley restaurant 
vertising plans. Hookup hry Jacobs, looks like a general iih her four stars, one each for five years’ service 
ho controls heavy = - yr in the radio hangout Policy of stars was inagurated by P. K. Wrigley 
Joe Louis, Is penn ier . ro +g rn | last week for all employees. Grace Mate is runner up with three stars 
war veruanen penenens Pees) sa Stu Dawson, radio director of Chi office of Foote Cone & Belding, to 
DOXINS adimi tedly the strongest 5.0 the Coast to double on the Charlotte Greenwood show Joe Spades, new 
magnet for video special events. |CBS Detroit salesman, took off for there last week Pvt. Bob Eberly, 
| stationed at Gardner hospital, has been upped to sergeant Herbie Mintz 
bd |} celebrated his 23rd year on the air last week Madelaine Woods, vet 
Jae ey Smith film flack, takes over Johnny Neblett’s press chores this week Ulmer 
9 Ae . 


Turner, who boasts the oldest newscast in Chi, ended a 10-year association 


I, J. Wagner, Olian ad agency v.p,, 
Bill Coblenzer, of MCA’S 


Chariey Irving toying around 


of treking to Hollywood after receiving several radio offers 
Clete Roberts, 


lue network correspondent, 


heart decoration in town on his wav 
time on Lux Lever Bros sponsor— 
pay his buck to AFRA, has ordered 


la 
use Of his performance the 
pa. and Jack Latham 
Fan Mag of the Air.” 


Mo) day 
previous 


up 


on 


Kruger presided 
jorned 


It 


goes 


x ge Sere aE and FM transmitters nd will spend $1,500,000 for improvements, equip- 

vision of the publicifv department. ment and studio. Site is 10 minutes’ drive from Hollywood and Vine.... 

anaged by Earl Mulli , and hence- Harry Acké ora ut town for a month to talk over summer replacements 

forth “these activities will come _, Young & Rubicam shows with Glenhall Taylor Eddie Dunstedters 

oil Smith Vo. directing sro — production unit of Army Ait Forces at Santa Ana moving crew of 

ation, weil nd adlubetiolan 120 to ¢ uive “e! ty base of First Motion Picture Unit of AAF. Space is 

Iaeuer will continue as general being sought at Warne: Bros Hollywood studio as origination point of 
alk ner. for the Blu Rynd, is the Sour a" ork ccahe ired each week, 

K onion ae ¢ sae ‘ol the The Korn Kol blers rept ced Andy and Virginia for Lyon Storage on the 

‘ ry ( ‘las | ulx, v.p. in Don Lee strip Micke 4 Gillette saxtette on the Al Pearce show is the 

f of = finan affairs and — uch combo around since the Brown Bros Every player on the 

{o 1] evote-his time co- Eddie Bracke ar lO 1 to the smallest bit player, gets credit mention. 

: ovtk’s nine -de And ton ake ire it isnt crowded out, producer and part-owner, Mann 

bean i hia Rvnd will Holiner, cushions it with a thematie bumper. Al Scalpone. unburdened 

ig! of production on the “Ozzie and Harriet” program, now concentrating Oo! 

ent ( 1 pu “es VIG JUU OL de perv ; 5 Vivaticuern aii COMmer Cis lor Yat ‘sii soe 

sil] Pennell named to AFRA board of directors to fill out Tom Breneman’s 

term Sybil Chisi iving up the organ on “Lum and Abner” for a well- 

; earned rest Nadine Amos ior vears secretary io Don Gilman at NBC 

Maestros’ Self-Intros and the Blue. now taking dictation fr 


( 


ivlin oa 
for Don 


O Cro 


Lee 


{tv is 


-Mutual 


the 


] 


Walter Johnson. 


P} itlips 
1 nd “he lul 
A Red Cross Gimmick “":""" 
Px a Goodn an Ton my D rsey. Capt 
Guv Lombardo. Xavier Cugat and sta 


several othe 


{ dal 


for o 


iorme! 


itslanan 


Willet 


Brown 


mm Lewis Allen Weiss at Don Lee.... 


vorking out an ambitious production 


newest of the femme commentators 6m KNX.... 


Coast 


duty in th 


on a bronze 
Marines 


radio head foi 
e South Pacific 


MCA, w 
with Phe 


{ lia} } lens " en Vaee } . “4 
topflight band leaders Bill Ray and Craig Reynolds, first film actor to get into the big fuss. Fe- 
ll] record special chatier to intro- | corded “Veterans Canteen.” which will be restricted to returned veis from 
duce their transcripiions on WNEW, | show biz. Overseas ente lainers, including the big names, are solidly be- 
N. Y.. to hypo the statien’s effort on hind the project and hai 


behalf of the Red Cyross drive dur- 
ing March. 


Ve 


promised 


. j 
to make guest appearances Co!) 


fom Lewis has appropriated “Victory Through Air Power” as a slogan for 
his Armed Forces Radio Service operation. 
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that make the 


NBC PARADE OF STARS 


radio's greatest 


Program Promotion Campaign 





FOR THE FIRST TIME:— 


Every NBC commercial program participates 
in the campaign—111 day- and night-time pro- 


grams in all. 


Individualized promotion kits tailored for each 


program, at no cost to clients or agencies. 


Every NBC station supports the campaign 
with local promotions adapted to produce the 


best results in its coverage area. 


The NBC Parade of Stars becomes a year- 


__round effort consistently building more audi. _ 


ence for all NBC programs. 


Of the 40 most popular programs on | 


all four networks, 25 are heard on 


NBC—America’s No. 1, Network, 
This is no coincidence; it is due to a 
combination of good programs, plus 
unexcelled facilities, supported by 


radio’s most effective audiences 


+ Jem Maa eL Me Bane mer 


building effort, the NBC Parade of 


Stars. 


This FIRST REPORT records that cam- 
paign in terms of listener impress 


sions, created by the teamwork of 
NBC and its independent, affiliated 


stations during October, November 


and December, 1944. 
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NBC supported its affiliates’ local activities with an eight- 
week movie trailer campaign (a new medium—never be- 


fore used on a national scale by any radio network). 


Featuring NBC night-time stars, the trailers were seen in 
726 theatres by over 28,000,000 people in 111 station- 
cities having a population of 22,000,000. 








Wednesday, February 14, 





more (OT gy 1228 HEL 


nee 


a gh ade ast i 








¢ id alan Young 





ond se 
eoitinn: tated = a 
ne rred! 4 SS eee’ ee . OMe 
oe fa Mtidnte®t aN a 
P98 3 
a satid & 


ater iets Nig® 


nacre vee 9008 HDPE 








PLUS INGENUITY 


CP RED A Ae Ae a ee atin Ain Ain i Sn A 


aR FEW TYPICAL EXAMPLES: & An aclual stor parade complete = eee 
with a band, high school students carrying blow-ups of NBC : 
stars ond an on-the-spot broadcast. * “Parade of Stars Month” 
officially proclaimed by the city’s Mayor ond given widespread 
publicity, *& News broadcasts from a promotionally decorated 


window of a down-town department store. * Electric moving 
signs on important street corners. * Others were exhibits at State 
and County Fairs, personal appearances of stars, luncheon club 
talks, Parade of Stars’ turtle race. 
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‘Year-round Parade 





- 

Week after week, NBC stations are bringing larger audiences to 
4 NBC programs. For the NBC PARADE OF STARS is a continu- 
: ing program-promotion campaign ... a year-round promotional 
o _ effort that pays DIVIDENDS. 


New ideas, new campaigns, new recordings, new promotional 
kits are constantly on their way to stations afhliated with the net- 
work, ready to do a job of telling their listeners and potential 


listeners about the superiority of NBC programs—ready to build 





| ever larger audiences for NBC advertisers. 
| 


On-the-air programs ... the newspaper ads and publicity...» 





the billboards and car cards and window displays... the program 


schedules and other mailing pieces... the ideas that NBC-station 





promotion men place behind the campaign , ; « all these will con- 
tinue throughout the year to bring more listeners to “The Net- 


work Most People Listen to Most.” | 


i over these NBC Stations 





This FIRST REPORT summarizes merely the three-month period opening the cam- 
paign. Supplementary reports throughout the year will be made to each NBC client 
~~~. @nd agency, including scranhooks showing actual promotion evidence. 
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KFi » KFSD - KEYR - KGBX - KGHL - KGIR - 


- KHQ + KIDO - KMED + KMJ + KNOE - KOA + 
KPLC + KPO 


KOMO - KPFA - 


KTAR > 





KSD - KSEI «+ KSOO «+ KSIP KTBS 


KVOL - KVOO + KWBW KWJB «+ KXYZ KYCA - 


WALA - WAML - WAPO WAVE - WAZL - WBAL > 


WBOW « WBRC - WBRE - WSZ + WBZA-+ WCOA 


WDAF .- WDAY +> WDEL - WEAF WEAU - WEBC 


WEST + WFAA - WFBC + WFEBG 


WFOR - WGAL -+: WGBF 










WGL - WGY += WHAM 


WHIZ + WHLB » WHO 
WiOD + WIRE 
WISE «= WJAC 

— WHAX « 'WIDX 
_.WKBO + WKPT 








The results shown here would not 
have been possible without the splen- 
did and whole-hearted co-operation of 
NBC affiliated stations. To them, NBC 
expresses its sincere thanks for the 
voluntary, continuing promotion of the 
programs heard over their stations 


which comprise 


America’s No. 1 Network 


~ 
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» KPRC + KRBM + KRGV - KRIS - KROC 


KTSM - KVOA 


« KYUM « KYW 
- WBEN + WBLK 
WCRS + WCSH 
WEEU - WENY 


WFEA -. WFLA 


WGKV 
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DC&S Inherits 
Young From Y&R 


Alan Young show on the Blue! 
Tuesdays from 9 to 9:30 p.m. shifts | 
agencies beginning with the next | 
13-week cycle of the show on April 
3 billing on the Bristol-Myers airer | 
going from Young & Rubicam to! 
Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield. 
Ray Knight, who took over direc- | 
tion of the show from Dave Elton | 
last night (13) for Y & R, will prob- | 
replaced when the stanza 
to the new agency. Show 
several new writers 





ably pe 
S tts ove 
y tOOK ON 


Dave Sh 


wartz, Norman Paul and 

Je e Goldstein, with Jay Somn s 
forme head writer on the show 

out Latter left for the 

ast Saturday 10) to become 

eat tel on tne Dan Kaye 

BS aire 

Frank Cooper, Young’s manage 

who returned from the Coast re- 

cently, reports that the comic will 


‘tly for films with 20th-Fox. 


Katharime Seymour, Top 
Commercial Writer, Dead; 
Authored ‘Light of World 


arin Seymour, |] 
commercial radio writer and one ol 
the pioneers in the field, died Sun- 


day (11) at her home in New York 
City. Writer was operated on about 
a yvear ago and had never com- 


pletely recovered. She was 43 
Miss Seymour was best known fo! 

“The Light of the World,” which she | 
co-authored with her sister, Adele, 
heard over CBS, Mondays through 
Fridays, at 10:15 a.m. Writer, in 
addition to many other programs, 
was author of two books on 
as well as being active in various 
writers’ organizations. She was v.p. 
of the Radio Writers Guild, of which 


radio, 


she was a founder; national secre- 
tary of the Authors League of | 
America, and a member of the 


Writers War Board. 

Born in Hampton, Va., Miss Sey- 
mour graduated frem Barnard Col- 
lege in 1923 and two years later en- 
tered radio field. From 1925 to 1935 
she was assistant continuity editor 
at WEAF (N. Y.), in early part of 
her career writing the serial “The 
Family Goes Abroad” and “Famous 
Loves,” latter being one of first 
series of historical sketches on the 
air. Miss Seymour also authored a 
number of adaptations of Mary Rob- 
erts Rinehart’s “Tish” stories. <A 
freelance writer since “1935, she 
helped prepare scripts for “Caval- 
cade of America” programs over 
NBC from 1938 to 1940, and subse- 
quently worked with Major Bowes 
for six months in an exec capacity 
on his airshow. 

In March, 1940, with her sister, 
Miss Seymour started “Light of 
World,” Biblical dramatizations, 
which won the two a murhber of 
citations from religious organiza- 
tions. Miss Seymour was pacted 
for show, sponsored by General 
Mills and packaged by Transameri- 
can Radio, on an exclusive deal for 
her services. 

Writer co-authored “How to Write 
for Radio,” one of first textbooks on 
radio writing, in 1931, and “Prac- 
tical Radio Writing,” in 1938. Both 
books, published vy Longmans 
Green, were written in collaboration 
with her one-time husband, John T. 
W. Martin, advertising man. The 
two married in 1930 and were di- 
vorced five years later. 

Her mother and sister are closest 
SUrVivers, 





New CAMEL PROGRAM. friday 
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Met.: LOU CLAYTON 




















PETRILLO PUTS ZING 
ON AFM TELE TALENT 


James C. Petrillo has notified all 
locals of the American Fed@ration of 
Musicians, who in turn have notified 
their members, that they are banned 
from appearing on television pre- 
grams until further notice. Reason 
not given, Local 802 


and execs in 





N. Y., when queried, revealed they | 


were im the dark as to reason for 


the edict. 


Amateur Fisticuffs For 
CBS Television Sked 


New operations sked for WCBW, 
CBS television outlet in N. Y., goes 
into effect Feb. 28 when the station 
will be on the air Wed. and Thurs. 
nights from 8 to 10 o clock. Since 





resumption of telecasts in May. 1944, 
WCBW inas veen airing Thurs. and 
Fri. nights. 

Also in view is a programming 
hypo, according to Gilbert _ Seldes, | 
program director. First of new ideas} 





Ratio News Colony in D. C. Grows As 
Stations Lean to ‘On Spot’ Coverage 


Washington, Feb. 13. , network stafis that handle every- 

The Washington “correspondent”! thing om a national basis. These 
idea for radio is moving ahead by | staffs, a well established feature of 
leaps and bounds, promising in-|the D. C. landscape, are still grow- 
creasing opportunities for air-news- | ing. Also in a national bracket are 
men and a highly marketable mew) the services offered by wire to local 
service for broadcast stations. stations from Transradio, the AP 
Many here believe that before a, 2nd UP radio circuits, and the regu- 


to be introed is a series of amateur | decade has passed the number of lar INS service to stations. 
BS rg nese ba plage oe san | ya - agence ono pete radio correspondents will equal that ‘Then =— the growing ne wer 
sd oki ion, and| player recently discharged from the of the daily press representatives.| services. These b cak-dow n as fol- 
| aia: eaaiiaditemmiiied Ss) Mit caecence -olaie SH © over.| ations from coast to coast are ex- lows: ——— S oe egional 
€ ¢ e€ proves r€ eas. Bo l be « ) ‘ pressing Ou ig intere -| weps; Tuiltime corresponeents 0 
( oroughly LEK e WCBW = ton r of re 1 ( e naleon erve a singre stato radu Or=- 
the , apitai to I I € poncen| Oo repre it a string 
Newes istance of Da OOK place oul from elrope ' batctt and “ommentary espe : y slanted! of broadcast sti rT N aTrous par©is 
e la eek r I 802 of- | (AUS for f es rf € ) ¢ mer I 
tified Merle P ff orct oon adit ve 0 i 
WNEW, N.-Y.. that Frank ' ; 7 ere ' , to 
Froeba and a small musical combo | Hitchcock Thritls Seen | ' ' 
Kno l The Bovs im the Ba K . = . = « : - _- P ' 
Roo would not be permitted to Beund fer Loudspeakers UP and INS, is now ving aneacd In ade tio U e € : s son e hing 
apeear on a television chow the sa Mystery program produced and _'on the newspaper } lea of specialized | along the ine of the Mer! n Stone- 
tio planned for DuMonts WABD) rected by ' Alfred Hitchcock. and | bUTeaus, correspondents, and n- ‘house set-up which sells a special- 
ast Sundav night (11). starring name film players. rs being dependent organizations selling fea- ized feature to one station in each 
Prior to that. CBS, ahout three pped together en the Coast for | tures to one chent in an are 4n area, and also does other chores for 
ee] attis forced to cance) B ne etwork airing St: ' » | important angle s that virtually| its clients Stonehouse, whose big 
eduled program, using staff mu-| tee off within a monti every one of the special programs| specialty is “Ask Washington,” a 
chan on t yiceo « t WCBW Web has bee talking N)1 Hitec) now gomg out ol Washington | Question ana answer program angled 
because of the b: 8) Pet le Asc} ( } OU £ ‘ { ¢ locally spo orea, pro rere to ail el localities, explains that 
yee WCHW tc using recorded! es ; ; ve , real ke y e| hi offers a complete service, 
sic on /1 che as ¢ ? to er ine | 1 ei r€ hent having the option of Duy- 
WNEW subbed ; reWS PrOLrs rd ‘he ( € f Web Staffs Growing f . or litth ne nts 
featurmg Dick Bradley, last Sunday | Jume 1. Howeve k he Radio news and feature f While the organizatior es never 
when okay for use of musicians} fed Blue toppe € oul ke to! Washington are handled iu everal | Son nto the business of aking 
failed to come through #0 ahead ways. Best known, of course, are the (Continued on page 36) 
———— on en : | 





_ ABE LINCOLN MIGHT HAVE BEEN THERE 
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IVE men sat in grave discussion around a table micro- 
ic phone in the WBT studios one evening last Decem- 
ber. There was the Governor of North Carolina, the 
managing editor of the Asheville (N. C.) Citizen, and 
two of North Carolina’s most promineat negro leaders. 
Dr. Lyman Bryson, CBS director of education, presided. 

People’s Platform, pioneer radio forum of the Colum- 
bia Network, was on the air, coast to coast, with a broad- 
cast from the Carolinas. 

And for the first time in its brilliant history, People’s 
Platform was presenting a mixed panel of Americans 
who discussed openty and frankly, before a nation of 
radio listeners, this fundamental question: 

“Is the South solving its race problem?” 

Southern reaction was not only instantaneous ‘but 
also gratifymg. 

Charlotte newspapers lauded the meeting . . . used 
precious newsprint to review the broadcast . . . added 
their own thoughts. The Charlotte News said, editori- 
ally: “. . . these representatives of both races struck @ 
note of hopeful progress.” 

Variety, concluding a two-column review, declared: 
“And that WBT story in pioneering could well stand as 
en example for radio in general to follow.” 

Twelve months of work by WBT, 
devoted toward bringing the 
South’s racial problem into sharper 
focus, lay behind that broadcast. 
But with it comes the warm satis- 
faction and pride of knowing 
another step has been taken toward 
assuring the progressive future 
that lies abead for the great region 
of the South in which we serve. 
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tion of whether radio stations, news- 


e : 
papers and similar communications | 
industries are necessary to the war | 


| effort Several government 


| } st, , neiig ely | 
i cies, including the WLB, prev iously 
| have held these industries essential, | 
‘not only for the ats semination 


war ne ruut for t 
- war workers ana 
* bond 
Reczional WLB 
the AFM’s requ 
Chicago, Feb. 13 of pancake t ye 
Citing Federal Judge Philip L. | @!* ted patucs Ww ™ 
Sullivan's ruling in the Montgomery | * ' F dance with previous 
Ward & Co. case, the Americar 
Fe i¢ ) Vii la ‘ 
ques ) Wa 
’ ' 
i_avuu ) 
4) W ) t BiO l 
tha uaaamed in a $5 000 JINGLE PRIZES 
wa \ oO i Val efi I 4 
cuden Salivan bald Gn O° sa| TORALLY Tamar anew 
“ “ ) Rd to seize War 
Pp ye > ) i ympany as ( ‘ o. Feb. 13 
hot @ingacea ll 4 yroductior 4 , to sellit t : ( 
In thelr pe iO for review Of the) chow ratix t t 
gegional WLB’s ruling in the case.) er Oats is sponsoring 


the union ch iller ves the whole ques- contest 
































cal angles of television on part of 
the public evident daily, is cued in 
just one of many instances by col- 
employed and} ymn-long discussions of involved 


postwar video problems in Chi Trib- 
inimum of 10 staff musicians 


a $5,000 jingle 
onnection NBC's “get on the bandwagon quick” 
attitude 


= one mes and the Pirates commencing Feb 


technical discussions out of trade pa- 


Prize vill be divided into 1,000 $5 


2} and lasting 380 days 
Overseas for USO Since Jan Leen tive. time eainte 
'43—Now in Germany over the Blue 
vyar-stamp books tol 
I ¥ the la 
CO Lit t ‘ | 
4 i) t ) 
out ) Shei al & 
cludes the expenditure 
$30.000 for space in 
ections throuchout the 


118 to 12 the number of 6-megacycle 


channel whit televisior now oc- 


FRED LIGHTNER |, Si es—New Jerse 


ing Corp chartered I 
Dir.: PHIL COSCIA changed its name to Atlantic Broad- 


casting Co.. Ine. 


the new. high-definition television.” 
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is a major, full 


. ienced 
of trained, sea newspape 


athers, edits 
ae service operat 
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service. 


sat ate) 
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REPRESENT 


| cause of heightened interest in the 
subject 


‘STOP OR GO’ DECIDES 


That’s Not Double Talk | Comic Plus Stoogers TEMPLE U. PLANS 
Prep for Seven-Up TO GIVE RADIO DEGREE 


“Seven-Up Show,” 


Only Video Vo-de-o-do ,,..: 


Chicago, Feb. 13. Grant 


| 


Looping the Loop, It’s — 


Ever-increasing interest in techni- 


une during past few weeks by Larry 
Wolters, sheet’s radio ed. Terms such 
as “megacycle channels,” “frequen- 
allocation pectrun “naral- 
le ri¢ et ’ apidl yecoming 
D ) yt 
Condit ! i ia i qariie ire con 
"er ! ra ca ed iavo able com- 
ment i the trade here especially 
nsofa a ‘vplal ne nvs and 
, of CBS look betfo! you Lite 
lean a ! wo e nents ot tne 
: oO} 
public co iaere over-optimistic 
about tele becoming commonplace Malone” 


immediately after the war, as against 


pers into the limelight is apparent 
in releases mailed by them by the 
}sackful to hundreds of midwest 
dailie Releases contal such 1n- 
volver verbiage a t} following 
(culled fro a CBS handout here 
ast eek) indicating the trend: 
i“FCC last January -reduced from 


*veles of ultra-high frequencies for 


, . - 1 
something editors will go for be- 


who recentls 
an overseas tour: 
several other stooges, was auditioned 
week Sponsot 
searching for 


by 
currently 
work time 
orch, featured on!jin Radio awarded to students 
CBS’ 
vided 
Thompson 


dling productio1 


John 


on CBS commercially 


pervision of 
director 
That nets are anxious to wedge! authored 


Richton 


Stone and Addy 


Sponsors Houston Symph 
} Antonio, Feb. 13 
a en = Q al si 


feature with broad- 


is being launched as 
Network 
casts to be 


half-hout 
| cupies, while setting aside 440 mega- Gulf Sulphur 


aired each Saturday for a 


D\ the Texas 


through KPR(¢ 
aired by WOAL | 


Diminishing newsprint supply or no,| here: WFAA. Dallas and WBAP. Fort 
| such-like chatter, it’s figured, is! wortp 


Houston 


Hoffman conducts 


es, 


comedy half- | Philadelphia, Feb. 1; 
comedian Barney | Temple University is planning to 
returned from | start a new School of Radio in Co- 
Kramer, and | operation with the broadcasting in- 


dustry here within the near future 
The course is expected to be the 

most extensive tried by any callege 

with a degree of Bachelor of Science 


suitable net- 


€ who 
Show. pro-- merit it 


with J. Walter Plans for the new course were dis. 
personnel han- cussed at a luncheon last week at- 
‘ripting tended by Dr. Robert L. Johneo 





Temple prexy, representatiy ie 
ery I dio Stato i? Phi 
> . . +5 . ; . . 
secker Directing ‘ther interested people. Thev wera 
‘ ‘> <éryv.: . 4 y : ° * addressed by Kenneth Bartlet ad 
Cie See Geen 0) OUNe | en eee, eee oe 
Ol «if N Ol i Vrac » 
taken over the | and adviser to the Flack advert 4 
a his | age vy of Syracuse 
naied t 
OcCcaSIONS 
Yo e Di 
, , POSTWAR PLANS ~o*?., 
. » A j 
continues under su-j 8 


Landry, CBS 
writing [t's 





Worcester home owners, 51°%o, will 
paint, reroof, buy oil burners, kitchen 


ers want to buy or build. 








TO STOP—SHORTAGES 


Serious merchandising problems | 


caused by shortage of tin for packag- | 
ing and peppermint oils is responsi- | 
ble for cancellation of the Joe E.| 
| Brown “Stop or Go” show on the | 
| Blue, after the March 18 program. 


McKesson & Robbins, sponsors on | 


| behalf of Calox Tooth Powder, to- | 


gether with J. D. Tarcher agency, 


|are reported satisfied with the lay- 
| gut which snagged a 7.2 Crossley in | 


face of opposition from “One Man’s | 
Family.” Gabriel Heatter and Philip | 
Morris’ “Crime Doctor.” } 
Layout is being submitted to other | 
prospects at around $5,000 weekly. 
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Radio News Colony 
| wired. Stonehouse now has a full-| 
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§ WEWS KNOWHOW! 
and broadcasts it, 
ed by a staff 
_ With a man- 
cea unowhow. 


ial backgrou its service @ 
eres ted on this phase ae to supply 
their most reliable, 








Continued from page 35 


transcriptions for stations, that 
matter is also being studied at pres- 
nt. Material is now mailed or 


9°) 





time crew of five people, with the} 

prospects of the staff being enlarged. 
Graham for Crosley 

The individual fulltime corre-| 





| spondent for a _ single station 1s 


typified by -Gordon Graham, of 
WLW, Cincinnati. Graham does a) 
five-minute show Monday through | 
| Friday which originates in WRC) 
| here and is piped to WLW. News! 
| show, which is sponsored, is slanted | 
to underscore anything out of Wash-| 
ington which would be of interest to | 
the region around Cincinnati. There} 
is also a 15-minute interview show} 
on Saturday evenings. In addition, 
Graham checks queries from the} 
home office and obtains transcrip- | 
tions from Washington figures, as 
ordered. | 

Jack Reed’s Yankee News Bureau 
services the Yankee Network in 
New England. Ray Henle. Blue net-| 
work commentator, also serves a| 
program to the West Virginia net-| 
work. Live shows go out also from} 
Thomas Morgan to WOV. N. Y.: and! 
from Richard Eaton, of WWDC,! 
Washington. to WMCA., N. Y., which! 
is his own client. Ian Ross MacFar-| 
lane delivers a- sponsored regular | 
show to WITH, Baltimore. 

In another bracket are correspond- | 
ents like Jean Ferris, who sends| 
copy and transcriptions to WAOU, | 
Vincennes; WBOW, Terre Haute; and | 
WGBF-WEOA. Evansville: and 
Rudolph Block who- services three! 
stations in Washington and Oregon. 
There are a number of other such 
correspondents. 

Still in the discussion stage is said! 
to be a consideration by AP and! 
other national wire services to ex- 
pand their radio correspondence by 
offering individual client stations 
specialized local coverage. 














| THEY cocew-THEY belieoe ix 


WLS 


Each Christmas season, we invite 


; listeners to contribute to the purchase 
+ of equipment for hospitals, child-care 


institutions. In nine years, our listen- 


ers have thus bought life-saving in- 


halators for 339 institutions; have 


bought 777 wheel chairs and many 


other needed items. 1944 alone 
brought in $27,000. 


We are proud of a listening audi- 


Fence that re-acts to this important 


plea so vigorously; glad our facilities 
can be used for so vital a task. And 
we are extremely proud of the 
listener-confidence shown by the 
WLS-Prairie Farmer Christmas 
Neighbors Club. 
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Mund if We Salute a Couple 


of Great Pioneers ? 


_— OF US here at the Blue, while old hands at radio, are new to 
certain phases of this network business. 


Not exactly Johnny-Come-Lately’s, though. The New Blood at the 
Blue spent many a year in the trenches, so to speak, at the agency end 
of radio. We played a part in helping advertisers build some of the 
present top-rating shows. 

But now we're in the saddle of a network trying to make it more 
useful to more people and, at the same time, trying to build in values 
that will make it possible for advertisers and agencies to sell more goods 
at /ess cost. 


And the deeper we dig in, the more we realize how fortunate we are 
that our predecessors had level heads. * 


Broad Vision 
Avoided Traps 


Ever think how sour radio might have gone with the wrong handling? 
We figured out the other day, for example, that the amount of listening 
in a single week to-Blue Network shows is the equivalent of 475 million 
people. 

And that’s only one week on one network. Ours. Our predecessors, 
who have been in the business longer, have even larger audiences, so 
the sum total of the three major networks, if anybody wants to figure it 
out, will probably run into a billion and a half or two billion. That is a 
lot of listening. A /ot of opportunities through the years to make very bad 
mistakes from which no end of criticism would have arisen and about which 
the Government might have had to take violent action. 


¢ 


Buc the vision of the Paleys and Kestens and Sarnoffs and Trammells 
kept radio from falling into that trap. Kept people from saying: “The 
trouble with radio is that it is far bigger than any of the people running 
it”... an accusation that might have been easy to make in view of the 
colossus of radio, regardless of whe was running it. 


Getting Ready for 
the Job Ahead 


Now comes a new era. During the war radio has become a vital instru- 
ment of communication, a greater personal friend to John Q. Public 
than ever before. Radio in politics has proved that it has vast potency 
still to be fully explored. And the job of serving an economy on-the- 
mend after the war is going to force radio into being a sull better selling 


THIS IS THE 
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medium. So, armed with a radio system that’s earned a brand new 
pedigree and with new jobs to do, we, at the Blue, are setting out to 
match our ideas against the old timers, and benefit by their experience 
But just because business is good, we have no high hat—not even in 
the closet—for we know that lush days don’t last forever and we must 
be ready for the real efa of competition that’s coming. 


Signs of 
Progress 


We feel that we are making progress—a lot of progress. In com- 
paratively fewemonths we have put together what is generally regarded 
as the ablest program department in the network business. 

We have added 8 new powerful, well-managed stations. 


We have permitted broad freedom of expression to our news com- 
mentators, believing that in this way the Blue can make “freedom of 
the air’ a reality and we have not been afraid to use our facilities so 
that the American public might have a variety of view points—because 
we are not afraid of the American public. 

We can point to the biggest ratings of any network on weekday mornings 
—a record that has been maintained every month for over a year. 
People listen and respond: 100,000 people apply when Don McNeill 
invites folks to join a National Breakfast Club; to an offer involving a 
box top and a dime, another advertiser garners a flood of dimes that 
literally would stack higher than the Empire State Building. 


All this progress helps build confidence and reputation and, in turn, 
these two ingredients help our advertisers se/l more goods. We can say: 
“Here's a powerful network which, when used properly, is one of the 
most promising ways of reaching a large percentage of the Jisteqing 
audience at low cost—and getting them to do something about it!” 


Now There Are 
Three Great Networks 


The fact is that the radio “picture” is changing—perhaps by as much as 
33s per cent—for many feel that where once there were only two great 
networks, now there are three. Shrewd Time Buyers are becoming 
increasingly aware of this and many now consider it sound post-war 
planning to have a franchise on the Blue—to have a good time period 
tucked away. 


Yep—we're building on the sound and firm foundation laid by the 
pioneers. God bless ‘em. 
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WLS-Mag Tieup 


Pays Dividends 


this premise, the station and paper 
are making their postwar plans. 
Book, an attractive 96-page job, 
spiral bound in heavy covers, was 
compiled by C. C. Chapelle and cost 
$15,000 to put out 5,000 copies. Part 
one contains general market data for 
| making sales quotas and determin- 





Chicago, Feb. 13. | ing sales performances; part two is 


selling | 


| 
| 
air, launched two vears ago by WLS, | 
has 


successful selling combinations ever 


Unique combination of 


space in a magazine and time on the 


proven to be one of the most 


developed, according to Glen Snyder, 


g.m. WLS, operat! in conjunctio 
with the Pra I magazi 
issued an int arketing book 
last week pointing out that thei 
three-state c i Illinois, Indiana 
and Wisco! ed over 3,500,000 
radio home n idition to Prairie 
Fa 

Pack zeme hi re 
sulted In a al S.R.O. of time 
and space almost since its inception 


Primary format of the Prairie 
Farmer-WLS property, owned and 
operated by Burridge Butler, is 
based on belief that, to sell a sec- 
tion of the country, you must know 
and cultivate the people there. On 


= 














RAY AUTHOR OF COMEDT 


HARVEY 





a guide for sales managers on whole- 
sale and retail distribution, and part 
three is devoted to the great agri- 
cultural market of the states cov- 
ered by WLS, all broken down in 
terms of counties. One of the inter- 
esting facts mentioned is that there 


are .3.575.635 radio homes out of a 
national total of 28,048,219 radio 
es in America, in the area 

i b WLS 


Earl Wilson’s Reverse 
Guest Policy for Tome 


Earl Wilson, who has his ov Sun- 
dav night show on Mutual for White 
Owl, plans ,doing a series of guest 
shots at the behest of the publishers | 
of his forthcoming book, “I Gaze Into | 
My Eight Ball,” idea being aimed at | 
a buildup for the tome. 

Bid to spot Wilson on the 
Edith Saturday afternoon commen- 


| 
Shirley | 
| 


tary show on WOR, N. Y., however, 
reportedly drew a quick nix from 
the program’s sponsor, High Grade | 


Meat Products 


Houston—Additions to the staff of 


KTHT are Al Norton and Bob 
Bake announcers Norton comes 
here from KRLD, Dallas 
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Represented Nationally by 








When you play the 
same course week after 
week the course must 
be good! 

When advertisers use the 


merchandise year after year, 
as scores of WIP advertisers 


do, the sales “‘score card’ 


A very few availabilities 


MUTUAL 








Mutual Grabs Ivoryne 
Show by Lining Up Web 
Linking 64 Key Cities 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Example of Mutual's new selling 








station to sell their 


leok mighty good! 


-- better tee off now! 


3°. MARKET 


$000 WATT 


AFFILIATE 


GEO. P. HOLLINGBERY Co. 





policy, that of selling quality rather 
than quantity of outlets, is evidenced 
in the switching of the Ivoryne show, 
“Hello Sweetheart,” to MBS from the | 
Blue, March 18. Show, which is be- 
ing aired on Saturdays, 5:45-6 p.m. 
(EWT) over 123 Blue outlets, will be: 
come a half-hour show on Mutual | 





and be heard Sundays, 1:30-2 p.m. | 
(EWT) over 64 stations, including 
the entire Don Lee chat WGN 
WOR, and al portant key citi 

Switch to Mutual will add around 
10° to time costs, and talent costs 
will be upped about one-third, run- 
ning production expense to $900 o 
more. Sho $600 at present 
Marion Mann, singer, and Angel Ca 
sey, known as Faith Truman on the 
program, will be retained on the 


show, for which a new name will be 
sought through a contest. Hal Make- 
lim, producer, left for Hollywood | 


| Saturday (10) and broadcasts of Feb. 


17 and 24 will originate from there. 


CHARLES COBURN FOR 
BLUE LAUGH SERIES 


Half-hour situation-comedy stanza 
starring Charles Coburn, written by 
Leonard Levinson, looms as a possi--| 
bility for airing as a regulat 
weekly feature on the Blue 


once- | 


| 


Stanza, built around Coburn in the 
role of an* old Mr.-Fix-It who lives 
in a mid-Victorian house on Goth- | 
am’s upper Fifth avenue. probably 


will tee off sustaining, although it is | 
reported several could-be sponsors 
have shown interest 


Public Gets Break In 
New FCC Amendment | 


Washington, Feb. 13. | 
FGC last week amended its rules | 
to throw open to public inspection | 
all communications protesting or en- | 
dorsing applications to the Com- | 
mission 
Heretofor e, applications and 
amendments, as well as authoriza- 
tions or certifications based on them, | 
reports, testimony and briefs were 
public records. However, communi- | 
cations from other parties were kept | 
confidential 


| | 
_ Turntable Nets | 
| I 
‘the Mutual network plus as many] 
indie stations as can be lined up in 
areas not covered by Mutual. Until 
this month, Downey was aired live 
on the Blue, and even under that 
setup his shows were e.t. produc- 
tions on several occasions when 
Downey toured or vacationed. 
Also adding ammunition to the 
argument is the estabiished place in 
the entertainment field now held by 
records in juke boxes. a; aoe 
argued, millions of persons will set- 
tle for canned musical entertain- 
ment, and pay five cenis every time 
they want to hear a tune, what 
sense is there in the theory that on 
the radio, for cuffo, they’ll settle for 
nothing but live shows. It’s known, 
of course, that postwar transcrip- 
tions through new recording tech- 
niques and improved surface ma- 
terials, will make e.t.’s practically 
“exact replicas” of the actual per- 
formances waxed. 
7 p.m. Everywhere 

Clincher from a sponsor's point of 
view, according to the trend spot- 
ters, is that widespread use of plat- 
ters on network shows would allow 
an economical solution of radio’s big 
problem — tinie zone difleiences | 
across the country. Platter accept- | 
ance, of course, would make Jack 
Benny’s traditional 7 p.m. Sunday 
show (EWT) exactly that, not only 
in New York but in Los Angeles 
also, as well as in every intervening 
hamlet. 
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| groups 
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Add 2 Wounded Vets 
To KYW, Philly, Staff 


Philadelphia, Feb. 13. 

Two discharged vets, both wearers 
of the Purple Heart, were added to 
the Staff of KYW last week. 

They are Pvt. Walter H. Huckins, 
wounded in Sicily, who’s been added 
to sales staff, and Pvt. Paul R. 
Dougherty, Air Corps, named to en- 
gineering staff. Ex-servicemen at 
KYW now number eight. 


CBC ASKS SPECIFIC 


‘CHILLER’ COMPLAINTS 


Toronto, Feb. 13 
welfare 
individual 


Unti St alled 
and 


organiza 


tions complainants 


specify the programs to which they} 
ybject—and give specific instances of 

rm being done—little can be done 
in the present Canadian controversy 
on “horror-thriller” broadcasts; and 


most of the criticism levelled is so| 
general in character as to be of little! 
assistance. This was the statement of | 
Howard B. Chase, chairman of the 
board, Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
He said this decision followed | 
lengthy talks between the CBC and | 
the Canadian Assn. of Broadcasters, | 
latter representing independent sta- 
tion operators. 

Chase declared that the Federal-| 
operated CBC is opposed to anything | 
in the nature of censorship of station | 
programs on its two trans-Canada 
networks or of the independently- 
stations. Officials of both 
have discussed the _ issue 
and were agreed that 
programs should be} 
broadcast if they “unduly excite the 
young or, by example or suggestion, 
cause or promote juvenile de- 
linquency.” 








Henderson, N. C. — Henderson 
Radio Corp. has been authorized by 
the FCC to construct a 250-watt 
Standard station for daytime oper- 


KROEN RETURNING TQ 
REPLACE WCAE’S DONLEY 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 

Ed Kroen, former Pittsburgh an. 
nouncer who is now mgr. of WKPA 
in nearby New Kensington, Pa. is 
going back on the air again, but only 
for three shows a week and as a spe- 
cial favor to his one-time sponsor 
and agency. It was Kroen, before he 
became a. station exec, who was the 
original m.c. for Polly Malone's 
“School of Charm” program. which 
is aired for 15-minutes three 





times 

weekly over WCAE under sponsor- 
ship of Frank and Sede: depart- 
ment store. When he quit t ‘ 
WKPA, Bob Donley; chief a ¢ 
for WCAE, fell heir to th. ot 

Last week Donley quit the 
Hearst station to go with WINS 
York And Earl Bothwell a 
which handles Fra al Sede 
count, prevailed « Kroen to 1 
again to his old bert He cont es 


managing WKPA. 


WDR 


HARTFORD 4 CONNECTICUT 
—- WORC-—-FEFM & 








CONNECTICUT 


_,, especially in Hart- 
ford, leading all other 
cities in the State both 
in percentage of gain 
Band total retail sales 
(C5, for February, 1945. 


(See Males Management 
Magazine) 
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_ Mohammed should have tried wav- 
ing Wheaties at that mountain. There’s 


“I juet sit here, eat Wheaties—and they smile at me!” 


potent lure in these crunchy nut-sweet | ding. Whole wheat CAN 
flakes. A come-hither that's apt to get | Try Wheaties and see for yourself. 





languid breakfasters viewing the meal 
in a new and voracious light. No kid- 
“ beautiful. 


cemeieneel 


—= 











most 


KDYL 





No one, of course, expects turn- 
tables to move in 100%—news| 
broadcasts, symphonies, special) 
events and other type shows always | 
will be on-the-spot propositions. 
But, many are arguing, there's no | 
reason why most of today’s com- 
mercial stanzas couldn’t meke the 
shift to wax and sound just as good 
and sell as much breakfast food, 
shave cream or cigarets. 

And that’s why, some people will 
tell you, Jimmy Petrillo wants those 
platter turners safely esconced in 
his American Federation of Musi- 




















cians. 


In the SALT LAKE MARKET 


TODA Y—ts KDYL for radio's 
TOMORROW — 1: will be 


This station Is the first between the Mississippi and the West Coast to be 
granted a license by the FCC for experimental television broadcasting. 





popular shows 


for Television 











National Representative: 
JOHN BLAIR & CO. 


tad 
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7 SEC CHARGES OIL WELL ‘Doty; = 
Inside Stuff—Radio aes oe yg F elrillo Thrown by Congress, 


Alexander Granach, currently appearing as a fisherman in the Broad- ; e 
Phar 4 » ; : 4 : St. Louis, Feb. 13. | 
way hit, “Bell For Adano,” can thank a friendship formed in European the- in - e é 
: Charles A. Crowder, gabber at! = &9 

















i strical circles for his chance to break into radio acting roles. Radio actress Pay 
: ee ; ; / ; radio station WDZ, Tuscola, Ill. é 2 : 
Rozanne, who knew Granach during happier days on the continent, met ; it aden ts lenient: Washington, Feb. 13 cordance with Myers’ recommenda- 
, ; e ; : near here, and two others have bee . hi : ~ 
him on the street in New York not long ago, and arranged for him to meet ; at sled last James C. Petrillo ran into trouble |Uon. Meanwhile the House Com- 
y ; . ‘ P ie , named in an jnjunction suit filed last | ““ rag —~— ots ‘ = 
| Cyril*Armbrister, producer of “Terry and the Pirates,” Blue web script - District C ' in Washington last week on. both | bh on or hp ahd wit 
i 5; ; . ; : F ; week in the U. S. Distric ourt al RE en RE TR Pye P ommerce wi conduct an early 
r in which she has a lead part. Granach read for a new part in the serial F 7 the Congressional and NLRB fronts. | | ERO paee we aer rae Pe 
# : Ms . » -. | Danville, by the local office of the NILRB cracked down on him in| fearing on the so-callec anti-Pe- 
2 and landed the job immediately. His book, “There Goes An Actor,” is : . | trillo” bill which has already passed 
. PT a i & NABET case. while a yzrowing | tri i nich has already passe 
2 io the cechic % ’ Securities and Exchange Commis- thé NABET case, whi 8 _d te. cele 
skedded to hit the stalls May 5 : ' , ki esment of Congress is bitter over | the Senate. The bill introduced by 
5 sion to restrain, them from making; *©s'US" = | Ganatar . ‘ . . 
L fal t ts i ti “4y| his latest stunt of placing the Na- | Senator Arthur H. Vandenberg ‘R., 
: oo aes a ; alse statements in connection wit! ; 4 aed Mich akes it illega : “fer 
7 “Audition Hall of the Air’ bows in over WOV, N.Y, Friday (16) as a : tional Music Camp at Interlochen, | Mich.), make it illegal to interfere 
. Sia oil stock investments Francis A. Mich n the “unfair” list th broadeasting by noncommercf*al 
> gauge to new pop discs Run by Alan Courtney, WOV dise jockey and Mien. on € inks : esses : : 
Helh ' ttorne for the SEC. said H ' NLRB ; s educational groups. Vandenberg in- 
’ ductor of 1230 Club program ill use up Courtney’s full 2'5-hou C tact . ' ‘ q f , - ‘oduced it because Petrillo forced 
iO Ue add ( iS ‘ iVe ! n ( renaea ‘ eriaay 
r from 7:30 to 10 ) | ded 1 ice monthly Foul Te ers, ~ : . ' 4 the Interlochen chool. a sun ier 
ment cout Oo i i re ler (9) ¢t t NBC i Blue be fore oO : > 4) 1] ' . P 
changed for each prog! ve as an audition bOara voting on records vit SEC Thi s the first suit of ecept BET agent |“ ayes eget = = Pa ytd 
, Program Was neara ( riy all on Court ey “1280 Club until if ne filed nee passage oft the fo e tu ‘ oii de of Chis fitpil sCNnOO a ‘ youngsters OF ie 
; a ban two ve S ‘ 9 ed ffere ) 1 it | eat nt Ad er Act in 1940 , ‘- ,; na q ¥ esult of | 2! a couple of years ago 
g of D that les fail NLRB ele eounle < Comm. Presses for Action 
3 ih SEC. Cro \ 1 . 4 e, Pr rt Shortly after the Senate passed 
Dat ol demon u ! ed b at a {f tal brati eek] al Our nroeran ay ) ccept the electio e- e bill unanimously, Petrillo put the 
of a picture and smacked him off one of the top radio shows it ( which , ‘licited $100 each fre { ound t the two titution on the “unfair t which 
vas to guest. Talking thickly) howed up for the dress but was led | jisteners for inevstment in oil, stock 5) d entered into a contract | could force it out of bu é This 
outside by studio attach¢ in the hope that the aii ould sober him He jin Southern Illinois, made untru with him to give the work to AFM | act of retalidtion got the House so 
failed to respond an hour betore air time so the script was hurriedly revised | statements. Hellrung said $17,000) memb«c Hearings were conducted hot that the Interstate Committee, 
and the announcer red his /Jines It marked the first time he’s been out of had been obtained from listeners it bv NLBB at his request which normally would not have con- 
line, so the incident has becn forgotten MWiinois and Indiana NLRB expected to rule in ae- ‘Continued on page 41) 
—__-——_— -——_———_-_-—- - ~—-—— ——$_$_$_— = - — — - a " . a - on a a 
' 3 R’S GANG HUDDLES @ ADVERTISING MUST PACE PROGRESS 
WITH DET. B’CAST MOB 
i Ree... 
Detroit, Feb. 13." 
‘ tr. 
High tribute to the growing role 4 


radio is playing in the educa ion of THE SaTURDAY 2 


Peb-wary 
small fry and plans a 


Por an e€xX- . 
panded future were discussed last Drink a n Or ) 
week at a meeting of 300 “! 0 nN ia 


ENING Poser 











teachers” at a forum toe ar foteam hey a 
: . . uae bel, Californie orence 4 anda ; 10 
torium of WWJ here All six sta- Ravor and bougir . ‘ bn tho op pene = tan be” 
| 8 ‘ ave you @ tendency to ove: eranges, which comes to yousn Nature's gene n 
° tions in this area were represented e inice peovides an ai o digeetion hg ne? preel package, ia @ natural recline eee testes to eamcaig® $2 
‘ ° . ‘ ny ecte of the . mother and w; oud te 
at the meeting in which they ou'- Culbeanle coon heavy me dhe while facie en on the langast oo well ao me 
é . 2 yore ws edvised | ' truly at every mes eualler om 
sandeot phys ans for the tiniest babies Vi hy torego o 
o eewell 


ove " i 
@ angle day thie nat kiet oranges ex k 


ed for educators what has ral lie 
aane ~ the " yrs ’ eee wr-upe tt provides « ne Tiquid food thet makes all other toods * © Dew pation of wave 
been done and discussed expanced 


programing aimed at capiuring the 


; ss “ 
next generation of radio fans youn: . Sunkist arpa 
and “learning, ‘em. Started A National Cultends Rederiet eace 


r 4 } 4 oraege pace 
The meeting i'self demonsitraied anges . exrrector thet 





s vat nawel es ° 
ond debtion’ ogee ¥ wweet, bs! fevered © ives, ond femene __# you cannot secure thie 
ole, pretes then for ealade rome your dealer, d ibe - 


} . 7% ; . ) 4a, { - ; . - ‘ 
the growing links between the sta ‘ © i ot heme fare besaeades, te eam Sane vecipon Toy the ces tee! uel opens of make enya F ‘ 
tions and the schools since all of ea t a if CAMERON FRUIT GROWERS EXCH» einen’ Tet Oe Heine =i ernd' mcs oo tp ; 
the 300 teachers are those ce * Au First-glase deatere well Sank Gan 008 TAF re OE ne chi, Een Cantda” 2% %© pointe ed 
for ane ‘ a 


; iF I 
Sl ater esa - iat Oranges «: 





ene owes wr 








to work in the various schools uti- | GROWERS Drones 
P t ‘ation. ir 7 ; ; . 

izing fade in education ee rans ln 1916, the California Fruit Growers Ex- ¥ foo De A Ii Cee he 
has made a high use of iis stations ; ; Q — 

in various educational fields. rane- change began advocating what since hos 

ing from music and art to history become a national health habit—drinking 

Stations here have devised means of | the fresh juice of ripe oranges. Today, over 

contriving double-jointed programs, | 75% of the consumption is in juice form and 


those serving kids with direct class- | 
room work while going to grown- 
ups in the regular audience as enter- 
tainment. More significantly, the Sunkist campaign 
Warren E. Bow, supt. of schools, | which began in 1907 showed that national 
paid a high tribute to radio, point- 
-ing out it was of vital interest to 
educators since it has become one of benefit thousands of farmers. 


the nation’s most potent means of Oranges in those days were not “oc- 
h : mee . as 
shaping future citizens. cepted” os a nutritious food. Out of the 


With Mark Haas, WJR’s educa- | 2 
tional director, as chairman, speak- eccoptance developed by this adve 


ers included Donald De Groot. grew mass distribution, ond the citrus industry. 
WWJ; Lambert Beeuckes, WXYZ; 
Eric Hay, WJLB: Beity Roberts. 
WJBK, and Myrtle Labbit. CKLW 


@ seasonal market hes been extended 


throughout the year. 


advertising of a farm product could greatly 




















Pearl Rosser to Head | arene | | 
Charch Council Radio, gp 07 rommntemaem on i alee 


Chicago, Feb. 13. ‘ 
A radio fellowship in Christian é 
education was set up by the Inter- r e" r ] _ ¢ NS e¢ . 
national Council of Relicious Educa- ' th \ Fe wd 
tion at their Morrison Hotel confabs n e 4 q 
here last week with Pear] Rosser. of 


Philadelphia, vot I] time radi 4 
director of the council. | ADVERTISING must start many new habits! 


Commenting on the appointment. 
Dr. Roy G. Foss, executive director, 
said the department of radio educa- 


2 

















tion was formed to develop programs { ile oe a ; : “ar . oe P — 
for the 40 denominations of the coun- | HE big job after Victory is going to be distribution— That’s a large order, even for the Advertising that has 
cil, as well as for the 183 state. pro- | ; ps ‘ , : 
vihelal seal ott etuincile of patldléan | moving the products of industry into the hands of the worked such ‘miracles’ in the past. New national habits 
education in North America. | consumer quickly, efficiently, economically. And that is a and desires will have to be instituted; new uses invented 

Cincinnati—Cecil W. Goyder, chief job for Advertising! for established merchandise; new products devised. 
broadcasting engineer for the gov- ‘ ’ : : ¥ ° 
ernment of India, inspected WLW’s For producing will present no problems. The manpower, Ayency men with an eye to the future are already per- 
setup and also visited the Crosley- . , _— ‘ ‘ , ‘ rd ° 
emt i neal ite: money, manufacturing facilities and materials will be on fecting their plans for the Distribution Decade. So are 
vers while here for a brief stay last} and in profusion. But to put these to work in adequate we. Here at the Nation’s Station, we're uncovering many 
——- —— quantities, we, as a nation, will have to consume 40% more facts that will interest you about the great 4-State Market 

an i Wi ars! that is WLW-land! 
We 5 4 
SCRIPT WRITER-EDITOR oe Saree yee 


New free-lancing, seeks staff connection. Net- 
work shows include originals, documentaries. 
continuity, and adaptations. Tieatrieal and 
Production experience. Write: 


VARIETY. BOX 1 


154 West 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y¥. 
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“MAIOR BOWES’ 
STARS” 


With Morton Gould orch, Regina 
Resnik, Larry Elliott 

Producer: Robert Reed 

Writer: Joseph Hevesi 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 9 p.m. 


CHRYSLER 
WABC-CBS, N. Y. 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


The ingredients for a soothing and 


pleasant half-hour 


are here and undoubtedly 
blended to that end 
series replacing the ailing Maj. Ed- 
ward Bowes is many 
But on the opene: 
Just too many mess 


careel 


that she sang on the 
$ t years ago: a reminde 
ould subbed for the Maje four years 


J 


it { pe! a 
the Maj assuranct 


SHOWER OF 


will 
before the ne\ 


weeks 
there 


be 








NEWS 


On the Hour 
Every Hour 


WITHOUT 
COMMERCIAL 
INTERRUPTION 


ei rs ae 


es 


ee ee ee 


o8® 
yr 40 








ation 





Lt 





Wetionsl Sales Representative © Paul H. Raymer Compony 


| ago when the latter had a physical | “HOME IS WHAT YOU MAKE oad 
lcheckup, a government-inspired an- | (“NBC University of the Air”) : 
nouncement asking for WAC enlist- | With John Griggs, Grace Keddy, Vin- 


war-slanted 
“Shower 


ments, and the usual 
Chrysler institutional, 


|} sounded somewhat like a forum. It's 


to be hoped the chatter will be cut 


| down on future stanzas. 


Musical strength was there, despite 
all this. Gould’s scoring of “Tico 
Tico,” a Walt Disney medley, “Be- 
“Dream of You” (latte! 
by strings) demonstrated why the 
vouthful maestro occupies his top 
spot Distinctive is the word fo. 
Gould. 

The Metopera’s Miss Resnik, like- 


s 
e, proved her right to eminence 


Lune and 


{ 1oing Verdi’s “Ernani, invo- 
My Message.” and the Sti 
Wit All My H ay : 
t hav ) é 
il rs al I 
tne lalio 1 
i¢ a ao ¢ 
a Cal g al t Sa 
| ght k t 
+ auadie! é 
t ( rysic S ( | 
might eve prove to be so strong 1 
something of the sort will re a 


even after the venerable Major re- 
turns It's not likely, though, that 
enough successful “Amateur Hour’ 
grads will be available for a long 


lrun. but the same idea could be utll- 
lized even without such a connection 


| 
i 
| 


And when those GIs come trooping 
home there should be a wealth of tal- 
ent ready and willing to be “Show- 


ered.’ 


Which would be a fine thing for all 
concerned—providing thev're not 
talked to death between numbers 
The talking, by the way, was han- 
dled admirably by Larry Elliott but 


is ! 


lit's a shame he had to do so much 


| of it. Don 


Dutton Gets ‘Fame’ 


Myron Dutton has been set as pro- 
ducer on Philco’s “Hall of Fame.” 
Blue network Sunday nighter,. to 
take over when show returns to 
N. Y. from Coast early next month. 
He'll replace Tom McKnight, who's 


| giving up the airer in favor of a Uni- 


versal pic contract. 


Dutton has been producing the 


| Gracie Fields program and also han- 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


dled the Coast end of the Blue’s spe- 
cial two-hour Xmas show. 





San Antonio.—Rex Pries, account 
executive of KTSA, as well as direc- 
tor of his own local orchestra, has 
been elected prez of the San An- 
tonia Ad Club for the coming year. 
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By the Creator 
of Dr. I. @. 


eo 
S wed 


j LEE SEGALL 


270 Park Avenue. New York 


Wi 
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ton Hayworth, Lois 

George Ward, others 
Producer: Joseph Mansfield 
Writer: Priscilla Kent 
Narrator: Don Goddard 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WEAF-NBC, N. Y. 

Radio is what you make it. The 
point was proven again last Saturday 
(10) when NBC’s “University of the 
Ai presented its 13th stanza in the 
new “Home Is What You Make It” 
serie In this instance, radio was 
made a vehicle for bringing into the 
intelligent and easily-un- 
od but adult dramatization on 
{ ct of raciai al relig- 


Volkman, 


nome alt 
IO} 


> tagonist here was a tvp cal 
native-born” American fa 

it lives on the right ide of the 

cs and carries the Anglo-Saxon 

e of Alden 


They're well-mean- 

t mentally short rite 

hen it con lo ¢ 

Wrongs annoy ther 
they never do anythit about 
irritations For years they 
laugh at their crusading friend who 
tries to get them to take a greater 


interest in local politics, who tries to 


convince them that slum clearance at | 


the other end of town would keep 
disease out of their own home 
the local war plant refuses to hire 
Jews and Negroes, they don’t think 
it's right but are not sure they want 
to attend a meeting to protest against 
such practices. And finally, when the 
touc! 
ing p other kids whose names are 
foreign or whose skins are black, the 
Aldens still don’t see cause for ex- 
citement—until the thugs start ex- 
tending their activities and beat up 
the Aldens’ 13-year-old hopeful, even 


though he is white and his name is | 


neither Solomon nor Colucci 
the Aldens are ready to do the 
obvious—join in a large movement, 
to fight against intolerance: the Al- 
dens are quite ready to enlist other 
“nice” families, and to include their 
Negro laundress, the Jews around 
{ corner, the Italians across the 


Then 


reet 

It was an important story, and 
done very well. True, there was 
some weaseling, but perhaps it would 


have been too much to expect per- | 
And at the end of the pro- | 


fectior 
gram, a speech was given. (from 
Washington) by Charles P. Taft, the 
State Dept.’s director of wartime eco- 
nomic affairs. But in no time at all, 
Mr. Taft led into the world security 
organization and Dumbarton Oaks. 
His talk could have been very sSsig- 


| nificant, in another context: here, it | 


only extended the show’s central 


message upward into a.rarefied at- | 


mosphere, instead of furnishing the 


| homely clincher that was needed. A 
|plain man or the mayor of a small 


town could have done better—if they 
were allowed to speak plain. simple 
words. As a whole, however, the show 
set a high standard. More of the 
same would be a credit to radio and 
its audience—especially if shows of 
this kind could be aired later in the 
day. 

Series of which this show was a 
part is under the supervision of Jane 
Tiffany Wagner, and is aired by NBC 
in cooperation with the American 
Home Economics Assn., General Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs, and Na- 
tional Congress of Parents and Teach- 


ers. 
‘ 





| Foliow-up Comment 








“Information Please” branched out 
for its new sponsor, Socony-Vacuum, 
Mon. night (12), still on NBC and in 

| the same time slot it occupied during 
| the Heinz run just completed. The 
ever-dependable Fred Allen was 
along as guest quizee, but changed 
places with interlocutor Kip Fadi- 
man for last half of the stanza with 
good comedy effect. Although the 
novelty has worn off “Info,” it con- 
tinues one of the bright “adult” spots 
on the network program parade. New 
sponsor hasn’t disturbed the funda- 
mental format. 

Cresta Blanca’s “This Is My Best” 
on CBS once more demonstrated the 
high-quality production underlying 
the prograrg when, last Tuesday (6) 
it featured a radio dramatization of 
the current Broadway hit, “The 
Hasty Heart.” It was a well-con- 
ceived performance throughout, de- 
spite the fact that the condensation 
into a half-hour stripped it of some 
of the legit version’s emotional im- 
pact. Fred MacMurray turned in a 
sock performance as the Scot soldier. 








Even that burr sounded like the 
“MacCoy.” 
Colgate’s “Theatre of Romance” 


has been developing into one of the 
better dramatic airers as evidenced. 
for instance, by last week’s (6) entry, 
“Lost Horizon,” which starred Paul 
Lukas. Show hasn’t always been one 
of the toppers, but continually good 
casting, strong scripts and topflight 
direction of Marx Loeb has resulted 
in a steady building of listener in- 


terest. 





Akron—WADC is now monitoring 
foreign broadcasts and picking up 





items for local newcasts. 


When | 


from the slum area start beat- | 


“AMERICA UNLIMITED” 
With Cliff Seubier, John oak 7 t 

Jerry Walter, Carl Kroenke, 

liam Everett, Rita Ascot, Laurette 

Fillbrandt, Arnold Robertson, Lee 

Bennett, John Mallow, Tom Caffer- 

ty, chorus and orch 
Producer-Writer: Jack LaFrandre 
30 Mins.; Monday, 9 p.m. 
WEN, Chicaga 

Presented by the Chicago Tribune 
|and WGN, in cooperation with the 
| Army, Navy, war agencies and lead- 
|ing priority war plants in the Chi- 
cago area, this series is aimed, not 
only to acquaint workers with the 
importance of their war jobs, but to 
recruit new help for the cooperating 
companies sponsoring the broadcasts. 
Arrangement on eost is that WGN 
and the Chicago Tribune defray stu- 
dio production expenses and air time, 
\ participating plants stand all 
talent and musical costs 

While the opening show is no cri- 
terion of the stanza’s format, it is evi- 
dent that presentations will be done 





avish production, utilizing a 
large cast Ot actol musicial and 
ngers. Initial stint was a panoram- 


ic unfoldment of America’s growth 
i through conflict and adversity con- 
veyed through Jack LaFrandre’s 
| story, done mostly in verse and nar- 
ration, and embellished by a top- 
notch inspirational musical score 
| written by Robert Trendler. Toward 
the end announcer stressed e im- 
portance’ _ of Americans _ Working 
shoulder to shoulder, even though it 
means a sacrifice on the part of 
many with pitch made for more 
workers before the signoff. On the 
preem airing, Capt. Maurice L., Britt, 
the first American to win all top mil- 
itary decorations, spoke briefly of the 
needs of our men overseas, 
| Subsequent broadcasts will deal 
with particular war plants in and 
laround Chicago and their specific 
Second one will be sponsored 


| needs. 
by the Republic Steel Corp., with the 
story of steel dramatized in relation 
to its importance to the war. Other 
cooperating companies are the 
Pressed Steel Car company, Borg- 
| Warner Corp.; the Buda company, 
|}and others. Series will be alternate- 
lly written and produced by LaFran- 
| dre and Sherman Dryer. Morg. 
! 





“WISHBONE PARTY” 

With Al Godwin, Morey Amsterdam, 
Jay Burton, Murray Kaufman, Set. 

| Walter Gross, Rick Alexander; 
others 

Producer: Lester Wolfe 

Writer: Janet Schoenfeld 

| 30 Mins.; Sat., 1 p.m. 

Sustaining 

| WHN, N. Y. 
This stanza is based on a clever 

idea, ie., having persons come to 

ithe mike who wish to achieve some 


| purpose, dnd if possible, to grant 
| their desire. But it didn’t play too 
| well, partly because of an obvious 
|lack of rehearsal by those taking 
part, and partly because of too much 
lad libbing by several participants. 
On show caught last Saturday (10), 
there was a young lady from Brook- 
lyn who wanted to be a model, and 
desired to learn to paint, also. She 
will be given her chance, after bein 
viewed by several topflight artists a 
a club they frequent. Another wom- 
an expressed a desire to have a son 
published, which she had compo: 
and dedicated to her late husband. 
Mills Music Corp., through contact- 

















man Murray Kaufman, is conduct. 
ing a 13-week contest on this angle 
best song in the opinion of judges 
Mitch argh. Bob Less, Morton 
Gould and Waiter Gross, to be pub- 
lished by the firm. Tune played by 
Sgt. Walter Gross (pre-war CB8 
orch leader) and sung by Rick Alex- 
ander, titled “I Always Remember” 
should make a strong bid for top 
honors. Gross aisO played a duo of 
songs, solo, in his unusual listenable 
style. 

Final entry on this stanza really 
was a fiasco. Gimmick started out 
as a deal to get comic Morey Am- 
sterdam into the Gagwriters’ Pro. 
tective Assn., formed recently by 
p.a. George Lewis. But Amsterdam 
apparently, threw away the script, 
and had Jay Burton, member of the 
GPA, fluffing all over the lot It 
made for poo: 
least 


listening, to 


say the 


Al Godwin proved to be a Capable 
m.c. He kept the show moving along 
at good pace, until Amsterdam ap- 
peared on the scene, But apparently 
the latter doesn’t care too much 
what happens as far as his work as a 
comedian is concerned ince he ig 
co-composer with CBS’ Paul Baron 
and Jeri Sullivan of the current pop 
hit, “Rum and Coca-Cola.” Sten. 








RADIO TIME, properly 
used, keeps American 
business ticking. Radio 
time, properly sold, 
keeps American broad- 
casting the best in the 
world. Selling time is 
the full-time business 
of Weed & Company. 


WEED 


AND COMPAS } 








Were behind the 
proverbial 8-ball, 

thought we, when a 
Hooper haymaker lald low 
our recipe program with 

a lowly 1.7 rating. 
WOE?...NO, for every 
day 500 Cincinnati chicks, 
obviously not knowing a 
Mooper from a stupor, 

are streaming into the 
sponsor’s store, in person, 
to ask for reprints of the 
recipes heard on WSAI. 


Moral: when # comes to 
specialized fem appeal 
SAI cooks with she-lium. 
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Guild Prexies Pledge 
Directors, Writers’ Aid 
In War Bond Campaigns 


Washington, Feb. 13. | 

Jerry Devine, president of 
Radio Directors’ Guild, and Peter | 
Lyon, Radio Writers’ Guild prexy, 
last week pledged the assistance of 
their organizations to Treasury war 
pond promotion, Thomas H. Lane, di- 
rector of advertising, press and radio 
of Treasury War Finance Division, 
has announced, | 
The guilds will be asked to co- 
operate with Lt. ‘j.g.) David Levy, 
IISNR. newly appointed head of rae 


for the Trea on | 





) production ury, 
ities, | 
Lane, 
radio 
di- 
10t10n 
and directors 
to render | 
to their coun- 
will huddle 
and others early 


plans for the 7th | 


e +} . + 
special programs and other acti\ 


“For the first time,” 


said 
of the 
sed 


“the creative n 
industry will 

rectly ser 
In this 
will have 
important service 
try.” Treasury people 
with Devine, Lyon 
in March to make 
Joan. 


lanpower 


pe larne Lo 


vice Ws pond pron 


way the writers 
an opportunity 


an 


war 


AKRON’S NEW STATION | 


FCC WILL LISTEN TO 


the | Ncw, as well as old arguments at the 


| whether they will 


| ready submitted to the FCC. 


NEW, OLD ARGUMENTS 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion today agreed to throw open to 


oral hearings on frequency alloca- 
| tions which begin here on Feb. 28. 
Ruling was made following inqui- 
ries by stations interested, as to 
be permitted to 
add further information to records 
on frequencies which they have al- 








Mrs. FDR to Address 
Femme Branch of NAB 


Mrs. Franklin D. Rooseve a3 eg 
Queen Wilhelmina, of the 
lands, will headline t! 
ers Sat. (17) at an all-day col rence 
under auspices of the re ssn of 
Women Directors of NAB at the | 
Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y. 
Queen Wilhelmina will be piped 
in from London via a BBC inter- 


national hookup. Affair 
three-months 


will start a 


Sarong Trouble? 


Detroit, Feb. 13. 

Nobody knows what they're 
for but a soldier out in the 
South Pacific has got what he 
wanted, 

Charlie Park, emcee of WJR’s 
early morning “Fun _ Frolic,” 
couldn’t believe his ears when 
Mrs. Bertha Rudo called up and 
said her son, Joseph, wanted 
some horse-blanket safety pins. 
He passed the request along to 
the listeners. 


As a result, three-dozen four- 
inch safety pins are en route to 


he soldier—but nobody knows 
vhat for unless Rudo encoun- 
a tribe of native women 
10 have trouble keeping thei 
Sarongs up 








Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
London this week for 
conference. 


cials head for 
British 


« suest speak CBC BIGWIGS DEPART 
FOR EMPIRE CONFABS 


Ottawa, Feb. 13 


Empire radio 


offi- 





FM Broadcasters Gird for Battle 
With FCC to Hold Spectrum Slot 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
FM Broadcasters, Inc. is preparing 
a heavy attack on the proposed new 
frequency assignments when 


| opens its oral arguments on the al- 


locations Feb. 28. One angle the FM 


| fit of video, 


people expect to stress is why move 
FM up in the spectrum for the bene- 
when FCC admits that 
elevision will eventually have to go 


FCC | when television moves upstairs; 





iigher in the spectrum anyway? 
Why not leave FM where if is und} 
move video instead? 

FMBI announced last weekend it 
has Ernst & Ernst, of Nev York, | 
making a survey among broadcasters 
and receiver manufacturers to de- 


termine what the public ‘investment 
is in FM at the present frequencies. | 
Backing up the FMBI presentation, 


| will be briefs filled by numerous FM 


provide for the amateurs between 
44-46 and 76-78 mc.; would give 
television one channel between 70- 
76 me., earmarked for future FM 
five 


me. 


more channels between 70-108 


' and six more between 180-216 mc.” 





WNYC’S 6TH FESTIVAL 
WINDING UP FEB. 22 


Father Knickerbocker’s own sta- 
| tion, WNYC, teed off its six annual 
Music Festival on Lincoln's birthday 
from Town Hall, N. Y., with a con- 
cert featuring Lawrence Tibbeit, 
|Morton Gould, guest conducting a 
Mitchel Field military band, Olin 
Downes, commentator and others. 
Festival will continue until Feb. 22. 


information campaign 4 cg |} i Other highlights skedded include 

by the femme branch of NAB. CBC delegation will include Howard | ®'oadcasters. the N. Y. Philharmonic Symphony 
————$$______. | Chase, board of governors chairman; “Several alternate allocations pro- orch tonight (Wednesday at 6:40 
Charlotte—A certificate of incor-| Ernest Bushnell, director-general of | posals are now existent,” said the o’clock under Artur Rodzinski’s 
poration has been filed for the| programs, and chief engineer Gor- | FMBI news letter. “All of these | paton: the City symph Thursday af- 
TEES OFF ON FEB. 95) Charlotte Broadcasting Co. to oper- don Ogilvie. would either match or increase the | ternoon with Tommy Dorsey, soloist 
hienen: Web. 16 ate a broadcasting station; author- Delegates also are due from Aus- number of channels proposed for the | ang Leopold Stokowski conducting; 

Plans for the initial broadcast over | ized capital stock $110,000, sub-| tralia, New Zealand, South Africa! ree ageiheeas involved between 44/4 swing session Saturday (17) with 
WHKK. Akron’s third station, have | scribed stock $1,600 by J. M. Atkins, and India, some traveling by way and 108 me, q Louis Armstrong; Music of the 
been announced for Feb, 25 by | Hugh A. Cathey and H. A. ene) ane Postwar plans and program | “One of these would give FM 90} Armed Forces that night and a “pop 
Russell Richmond, general mgr. | wyler, all of Charlotte. exchange ideas will feature huddles.! channels between 46-70 mc.; would | concert at Times Hdl, N. Y., Feb. 22. 
WHKK, which has beer operating as | oe — — ———EE— = _——___ LS 
WCLE, Cleveland, will have 1,000 | 
watts and operate on 640 ke. as a 
basic Mutual outlet, sunrise to sun- 
set. 


Opening broadcast, from 6:40 p.m. 


to 8:30 p.m., will be marked by an 
inaugural program at the Goodyear 
auditorium, with guest entertainers 


from N.Y., Chi and Cleveland sched- 
uled. A small reception in the stu- 
diéds will be held afterwards. 














——— — ———= | 
2 . 
| Petrillo Loses 
= : 
—uue continued from page 39 ea 
sidered the bill for several months, 
is now pushing for immediate ac- 
tion. In addition, efforts will be 
made to amend it so as to take care | 
of the “unfair list” situation. 
Myers said in his report on the 


NABE’T-network-Petrillo matter that 

















the webs testified they feared to! 

bargain with NABET because of a 

threat of reprisals from Petrillo. 
“The Board and the courts,” said 


Myers, “have 


on many occasions 
denied the validity of similarly 
urged defenses to charges of unfair 


labor practices. The paramount and 
Dlain duty of the respondents 
(webs) in this situation was to obey 
the mandate of the Congress as ex- 
pressed in the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act and to bargain’ with 
NABET.” 

Another bill aimed at curbing Pe- 


trillo has been introduced into the 
House. Rep. *Monroney, Okla., is 
sponsoring a measure which would 


outlaw standby fees and force unions 
to recognize decisions by the NLRB. 

Simultaneously, Rep. Clare Hoff- 
man introduced a measure designed 
to lift Petrillo’s ban on the Inter- 
lochen broadcasts. 











Management 


LAWRENCE GOLDEN 


7453 Fifth Avenue + New York 22, .N mJ 
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COWBOY CARUSO 


Will Sing 
National Anthem FREE 
Write HICKEY, 251 W. 95th, N.Y.C. 
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YOU NOW REACH 
A FARM MARKET OF 


7039229. 00 


ONE NETWORK TO REACH 
ONE FARM AUDIENCE 


NCBS is now ready to offer you a farm network 
exclusive of anything that has previously been avail- 
able in the way of a rural audience. 
bination of Mississippi Valley Network, which is 


Thru the com- 


operated by North Central Broadcasting System, 


762 farm radios. 


products. 


Inc., you have an ¢ricultural coverage of 1,598.- 

Potential customers for all farm 
Programs presented will be created ex- 
clusively for the farm population eager for your 
advertising message. 


THE Mississippi Valley Network will give blanket 
coverage of the principal sections in the United 
States which produce more than three-fourths of the 
agricultural products, grain and livestock each year. 
North Central Broadcasting System presents a maxi- 
mum rural coverage over this exclusive agricultural 
network, 
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Music Racks Take On Increasing 
Importance as Sheet Sales Boom 





| 


Castle Changes Mind 


Lee Castle did not break up his 
orchestra, as he was contemplating 


doing. He’s been booked into the 
Roosevelt hotel, Washington, replac- 
ing the current Johnny Richards 
next week (21). 

Castle, buffeted by today’s high 
»pérating costs, had intended dis- 
banding for the duration to accept 
an offer to join Tommy Doisey’'s 


trumpet section 


Mull Effect Of 
BMl-Hotel Deals 


Executives of the music b aye 


are bending a lot of discussion lately 


in the direction of the forthcoming 
campaign by Broadcast Music Inc 
to license hotel users of its music 


Subject being chewed is the effect or 


BMI’s many current deals with 
bandleaders for music publishing 
| firms, in the event hotel operator: 


Musie racks are constantly grow-¢ ee ——— 
ing in importance to music pub- 
lishers, as the sales made throug! Stan Kenton Orch Into 
that medium constantly increase. By é : 
this week, the initial order for sheet D | M d b k 
music dispensed via the 15,000 rack al ey S ea OW roo 
now in existence will have reached Stan Kenton’s orchestra has been 
110.000 Co ) od) 6wwith ick a8 ‘d f : t ee-week ciale at 
1 ha the | ] , D VM low broo tart 
i } ' 
I 7 ' _ 
\ I I S 
W 
a > i 
{ oO < ine 
S Al f ) e) f é La of the 
forth é ol a small | latte 1e past two ye since 
yerce g yf eturns Average | the wa put a clamp on recording 
sales INT icks were over 90% | companies use of new names, hasn't 
last yea helped the band business as a whole, 
In the event the current boom in! its generally admitted 
music sales continues postwar, and | 
most publishers believe it will be- | 
cause the public is increasingly buy RICH WANTS OUT FOR 
ing pianos there’s said to be a 
market on them currents:| MAESTRO HEAD START 
the cks Wlul assume greatel in 
portance Initial orders for this Buddy Ricl drummer with 
type of sales channel, which, it’s| Tommy Dorsey's orchestra, wants to 
emphasized, does not interfere with! leave and form an outfit of his own 
normal retailing of sheet music since | right after Dorsey closes at the 400 
the INT is careftil to install them in| Club, N. Y.. around the third week 
gituations that won’t interfere with|in March Me has been discussing 
established dealers, are constantly/ with Dorses the possibility of 
growing because new racks are | geiting out of a year’s contract be-| 


constantly being spotted. Due to the} fore its expiration in May, so as to 


war, of course, the production of ad-| get an earlier start as a maestro. 
ditional ones is a mere dribble. But,; Rich is under contract to Music 
post-war, INT has many more out- Corp, of America 

lets set up and ready to install 

them. With from four to eight copies , 

of of the top 20 songs ‘to| Jan Savitt, 4F Heads 


ch 
whieh each rack is confined) in each | 





dispenser, it can easily be under- F P | H | SF 

stood that the initial sales ordér to or a ace otel, — 

publishers can reach 250,000 or more.| Jan Savitt. who caught a second 

And the country will not, even by} 4-F service classification after four 

then, be half covered with racks. | days on Governor's Island, N. Y., 
| 


checked out late last week with eight 
key men from his old band and his 
girl vocalist. He will reorganize in 
California adding local men 


Arnold Shaw, formerly in Rob- 
bias Music publicity department, 
now managing editor of Swank mag- 
azine. 
= 


Palace hotel, San Francisco, March 6. 


| 





Savitt is set to begin a run at the| royalties and 


get stubborn and refuse to sign and 
instead eliminate all BMI music. It’s 


igreed the possibility of that occu 
ring Is remote howeve due 
BMI's low rates, which call for 1 
of the first $40,000 spent for musik 
and one-half of 1% on next $20,000 
and one-quarter of 1‘ on every- 
thing over that Minimun $40 
annaully. 

Since BMI’s_ publishing-firn al 
rangements with the majority of 


leaders connected with them call fo! 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Week Govere Total 
eeks ust Covers 
Band - Z Hotel - Played Week On Date 
Hal Aloma .. Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50) . ... 17 1,750 31,900 
Jerry Wald . New Yorker (400. $1-$1.50)........ 8 1,850 16,875 
Les Brown .Pennsylvania (500: $1-$1 50) : i) 2.550 24,295 
Leo Reisman*... Waldorf (550 $2) oe 11 2.600 28,725 
Count Basie -Lincoln (275: $1-$1-50) eS 7 1,825 12,900 
Guy Lombardo Roosevelt (400; $1-$150) .... 20 2,325 53,500 
Eddie Rogers Biltmore (400; $1-31.50).... 4 1,000 3,550 
Charlie Spivak Commodore (400: $1-$1.50) l 1.975 3,075 
* Asterisks tndicate a supporting floor shou New Yorker, Biltmore, have 
ice shou Lexington, Hawaiian floor shor 
Rh ° 
Chicago 
Buddy Franklin (Walnut Ri B ) 165: $1.50-$2.50 i 
Fra cI ading in popularity (on ie ’ follow 0 
Bob Grant E ire Ro P s ) Roo 
Ye) ’ ¢ H } , ( : em ‘i ever 
Buf 1500 
Hal McIntyre (Panther Room. Sherma: Yo0: $1.50-$2.50 mir Spo 
had a couple of slow ni *1) oune vise MelInt M Wout ave hit better than 
eood 5.200 
Bill Snyder (Mayfair Roon Blackstor hot 465: $1.50-$2.50 min.) 
Business rolls along at an even keel here with Snvde ur Phil Regar 
responsible for around 2,700 tabs. 
Ted Weems (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 650: $3-$3.50 min.). Return 
of Ted Weems and big floor show keep *» roon illed » capacity 7.000 
Los Angeles 
Freddie Martin (An dor: 900; $1-31.50 I » dD nou 
ing to worry over at 4.100 covel 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore: 900: $1-$1.50) Buildis o well that indefinite 
lav is indicated Four new fi les added to the b 1: 5.000 tabs 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 


a minimum of 250 plugs yearly of ; Vaughn Monroe (Palladium B, Hollywood, first week? First time in 
tunes on which the deals are based, | this spot, Monroe pulled it out of the doldrums with 32,000 
it follows that many of these plugs | Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, third week) Rose up with the 
must emanate from hotel locations. | sunshine and weekend payday for 10,500 entrant 
> y hote on’ ake ; ~ , 

Aged sic r 0a ae } om Leighton Noble (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 10th week). Plenty of 
he meget Poe ity Re - arte "| turnover crowds and out-of-towners bring it to 4,500 

r av £ Arne ve + - . . " ° ' . : . 
sr ie oe alternati eo O 10%- | wNavier Cugat (Trocadero, N, Hollywood, third week? Still selling out 
bi 1e performance Oo COPY- | to register 4,000 payolas at the tables 


rights oh their premises 
mean that bandleaders earning per- 
formance royalties for themselves 
by airing melodies contained in their 
BMI-affiliated catalogs, would be 


forced to discontinue such plugging. | 


In that case they couldn’t earn the 
the publishing deals 
would blow up. 





This would 


(Chicago) 

Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.) 
Zero Mostel and Dolores Gray upped total to 5,500 
Chuck Foster (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.) 

brownout with Foster playing to 3,800 
Frankie Masters (Latin Quarter; 700; $3-$3.50 min.). One of the town’s 
hot spots with Ritz Brothers and Masters keeping gate around 17,000. 


New show headed by 


Slight increase despite 
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Woody Herman Moves From Decca 
To Columbia Discs Due to Pique 





Woody Herman’s orchestra is the¢ 
frst of the topflight band names on 
the Decca label to shift to another 
disc manufacturer because of @ dis- 
agreement over the way Decca has 
handled releases and production. 
Herman signed several weeks ago 
with Columbia Records, the news 
leaking out prematurely. It was to 
have been kept under cover until he 
made his first date for Columbia, | 
Feb. 19. He'll do another Feb. 26. 

Herman’s move from Decca to Co- 
lumbia is the first shift of a major 
pand property from one label to an- 

since Benny Goodman severed 
connections with Victor and joined | 
Columbia several years ago. Switch, 
contemplated for several months be- 
cause of a growing resentment | 
against Decca’s concentration of pro- | 
duction on albums such as Dorothy | 
Lamour’s recent release, was cul-| 
minated by an agreement on terms | 





other 


with Columbia during Herman’s re- 
cent run at the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y. Contract, terms of which are 
undisclosed, wasn’t formally signed 
until Monday (12). His Decca agree- 
ment expired Jan. 1. 

Columbia has already laid plans 
for a nationwide publicity campaign 
coincident with the initial release of | 
a Herman disc, exact date of which | 
has not yet been determined. | 

That Decca’s top flight maestros | 
would begin cutting away from that | 
organizallon as their contracts ex-| 
pired was predicted in “Variety” as| 
far back as last fall. Since then | 
Jimmy Dorsey has made attempts to | 
cut loose but his contract still has | 
over a year to go. 

Herman is currently at the Adams | 
theatre, Newark, opening tomorrow | 
(Thurs.) night at Frank Dailey’s | 
Meadowbrook in Jersey. 


Decca ‘Rum & Coke’ Disc 
May Be Co.’s Biggest 
Seller Despite Net Ban 


Andrews Sisters’ recording 
“Rum and Coca-Cola,”. currently | 
leading all other songs in coin ma- | 
chine popularity, will, it’s said, be 
one of the biggest Decca discs, from 
a sales point of view, that the com- | 
pany ever had. So far, in the five or 
six weeks since the record was re- 
leased, a total of 850,000 have been 
shipped, with 650,000 of that amount 
sold, 

Sheet sales could not be accurately 
checked, but they are not far from 
the 500,000 mark. And there has 
been only one or two radio plugs on 
the song, one the Andrews trio did 
Several weeks ago on their own com- 
mercial, which substituted the word 
“Lime” for “Rum.” Now, there ‘will 
be no radio plugs of any kind. Last 
week the networks got together and 
agreed to ban any wordage arrange- 
ment of the song. Instrumentals are 
occasionally being allowed. 


of | 





BIG’S NEW BAND SET” ~ 
FOR COL. DISC SERIES 


Benny Goodman’s reorganized or- 
chestra will make big-band record- 
ings for Columbia Records sometime 
early in March, prior to its sched- 
uled opening at the Paramount the- 
atre, N. Y. Record dates will be the 
first work of the new band. Good- 
man signed a new contract with Co- 
lumbia last week. His old agree- 
ment expired recently, but he since 
has been cutting small-band discs 
for the company. 

Prior to the Par theatre engage- 
ment, which opens March 28, B.G. 
will play other theatres, to break-in 
the new band. Dates haven't been 
definitely arranged as yet. Whether 
he will keer the new big band in 
Operation subsequent to the Par 
booking isn’t known, Goodman hasn't 
made up his mind. 


Don D’Arcy Divorced . 


St. Louis, Feb. 13. 

Don D'Arcy, 27, singer, with Boyd 
Raeburn’s band, was divorced last 
week by his wife, Mrs. Carolyn 
Fraser D'Arcy, in the Circuit Court 
at Clayton, St. Louis County. Mrs. 

Arcy, whose maiden name Fraser 
Was restored by the court, charged | 
Seneral indignities, jealousy and in- 
compatibility. She testified she was 
married to D’Arcy on t. 25, 1943, 





|} scheduled to take piace Feb. 20, in 


Broadcast Music, Inc.’s newer 
| deals with bandleaders for the es- 
tablishment of . music publishing 


| ventures wherein BMI is the com- 


| Charlie Spivak’s contract with BMI, 


| BMI 


| renewed with the radio-backed per- 
| formance outfit on a basis similar to 


20th’s Exam Before Triai 
In ‘Ta-Ra-Ra-Boom’ Suit 


Twentieth Century film Corp., 
through its attorney, Edwin P. Kil- 
roe, was ordered to submit to ex- 
amination before trial in connection 
with the suit brought by Edward B. 
Marks Musie Corp., and Margaret 
Doyle, for alleged infringement of 
the song “Ta Ra Ra Boom Dere E,” | 
in 20th’s films, “Heaven Can Wait,” | 
and “Cabin in the Sky.” 

Federal Judge Edward A. Conger | 
today (183) in New York granted the 
motion by the plaintiffs. Exam is 





N. Y 


Spivak, Kaye Pub 
Deals at BMI Set 
New Basic Pattern 


firms, call for different arrangements 
than preceding and less ambitious 


advances 
royalties. 


financier via coin 
performance 


plete 
against 


which has been hanging fire for 
weeks while plans were expanded, 
calls, for example, for the leader 


himself to invest in the venture. Ex- 
actly the amount he will pour into 
the new firm, to be called Stevens 
Music, is undisclosed; ditto BMI's 
part. At any rate, the deal between 
them was finally signed yesterday 
(Tuesday). 

Republic Music, firm partly owned 
by Sammy Kaye, which has been a 
affiliate since its inception a 
few years ago, also is said to have 


Spivak’s deal. Republic’s contract 
with BMI was rewritten a couple 
weeks ago, calling for an investment 
by the leader. Firm is now in the 
process of being expanded and 
grooved for full-scale operation. Hal 
Fein has been added to the N. Y. 
staff, headed by Frank Ambramson, 
and a Chicago and Coast man will 
be added. Heretofore, Republic’s op- 
eration has been on a small-scale. 


Until the Spivak-Kaye deals were 
made, all of BMI's arrangements to 
establish music firms through band- 
leaders were strictly founded on 
originals in the books of leaders in- 
volved, which they played on the air 
a minimum number of times to earn 
royalties advanced each quarter. 
New deals, by which leaders also in- 





|a comparatively brief illness. 


Flock of N.Y. Band Openings 


String of band openings this week 
in the N. Y. area will keep music 
publishers and others interested in 
such affairs on the jump. Starting 
with Jimmy Dorsey’s debut at the 
Pennsylvania hotel, Monday (12), the 
debuts include George Paxton, at 
the T.incoln tonight (Wednesday), 
Woody Herman at Frank Dailey’s 
Meadowbrook tomorrow (Thursday) 
and Tommy Dorsey at the 400 Club, 
Friday (16). 

At least, the openings are singles. 
In many cases in the past there have 
been two and three in one night in 
a series such as those above. 


Al Dubin, ASCAP’ 


Bob Murray Dead 


Al D@in, one of the most prolific 
songwriters in the business who, 
with various collaborators, composed 
some of the industry’s best song hits, 
died in New York Sunday (11). On 
the dey before (10), Bob Murray, 
head of the public relations depart- 
ment of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
died of a heart attack in aenibei 
where he had gone on ASCAP busi- 
ness. 

Dubin, who was 54, was popular in 
the music business. Death came after 
He 
was the author of a great num- 
ber of song hits of yesteryear, now 
classed as “standards,” and also 
composed, with Harry Warren, one 
of the few modern tunes to be 
classed as a “standard.” That was 
“Lullaby of Broadway,’ which won 
the Academy Award in 1935. He 
wrote so many other outstanding 
hits that it would be impossible to 
list them all. Among them were, 
“Dancing With Tears in My Byes,” 
“Shuffle Off to Buffalo,” the lyric to 
“Indian Summer,” “Just a Girl That 
Men Forget,” “A Cup of Coffee, a 
Sandwich and You.” He was under 
contract to Warner Bros. film com- 
pany and during his association 
there collaborated on the scores of 
virtually all that company’s musi- 
cals for a good many years. Music 
publishers say of him that “he 
never wrote a bad lyric.” 

Dubin was born in Zurich, 
Switzerland, but came to this coun- 
try when very young. His father, 
a physician, set up practice in Phila- 
delphia and Dubin finished off his 
education at Perkiomen School, 
Pennsburg, Pa. At 16 ke wrote his 
first lyric. In later years he spent 
the majority of his time on the Coast. 
He is survived by a brother, Joe 
Dubin, now living in Hollywood. 
Services were held at Riverside. 

Murray, a former newspaperman 
from Minneapolis, was 55 years old. 
His widow left for Montreal imme- 
diately, where she will have the 
body cremated and returned here, 
for deposit in a crypt here or in 
Minneapolis, his home town. 

Murray joined ASCAP in Novem- 
ber, 1941, direct from an association 





vest Coln, eliminate iiie Marthe arrcaie 
that a minimum number of plugs be 
given songs published by them. 





Before that he had been connected 
with various newspapers in Minne- 
apolis, Duluth, Winnipeg, Hearst 





HENRY KING’S ORCH 
INTO COPA, N.Y., SEPT. 2 


Henry King’s orch is set for the 
Copacabana, N. Y., starting Septem- 
ber 2 when Joe E. Lewis will be the 
floorshow headliner. 

King, now in California, will start 
a tour of the Statler hotels during 
the summer and work his way east- 
ward to the Copa. 


Dunham Brings Grey Skies 
To GAC and New Yorker’ 





Sonny Dunham, whose orchestra | 
had been set by General Amus. 
Corp. to follow Boyd Raeburn at 
the New Yorker hotel, N. Y., has 
cancelled the date himself. He's 
breaking up the band he’s been 


leading for the past few years and 
will: trek to California to form a 
combination of L.A. Local 47 men 
and remain in that area. Decision 
took GAC by surprise. 


Dunham figures that by remaining 
exclusively in the Hollywood area 
with local men, his operating costs 
will be reduced considerably—like- 
wise his headaches. 





at the time he was mafing a p.a. 
with Sonny Dunham’s orch at Tune. 
own, a midtown ballroom. e 
_She traveled with her husband un- 


‘| telry’s schedule that so far hasn't 


Dunham’s cancellation of the New 
Yorker leaves a void in that hos- 


been filled. Jerry Wald is current, 





il their separation on April 21, 1944. 


| it was 





Boyd Raeburn to follow. 


sheets, including the Boston Herald 
and New York American, and later 
as managing editor of the Newark 
Ledger. 

In addition to his widow, he leaves 
two sons, both in the service. 


Sam Buzzell, Attorney 
For Mills, Claims Sale 
Talks Ended Jan. 30 


Editor, “Variety”: 

We want to put at rest the rumors 
reported in your last two issues re- 
garding the alleged sale of Mills 
Music. Inc. 

Negotiations with Eddie Cantor 
and Jimmy McHugh were termin- 
ated on Jan. 30, 1945, while I was 
still in Hollywood and the offer 
made by tiem and their associates 
was withdrawn with our consent at 
that time. Since then, we have had 
no further negotiations with them 
and you may be assured that we will 
have none in the future. 

In last week's issue of Feb. 7th, 
stated that George Weiner, 
head of Grand and Wema?m™ Music, 
made an offer for Mills Music, Inc. 
That claim is without warrant in 
fact, as no offer was made or even 
discussed with that source. 

? Sam J. Buzzell 

(Ed. Note: Reference to George 
Weiner in last week’s “Variety” 
story stated that an offer by him for 
Mills Was only a rumor. 
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Maestro Bob Astor Turns 


Songwriter in Hospital 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 
Bob Astor, former band-leader, 
who has been in the Veterans Hos- 
pital at Aspinwall here for the last 
year convalescing from a collapsed 
| lung, suffered while he was in the 
| service, has just turned out a brace 








of new tunes, “In the Cool of the 
| Evening” and “C’mon, Baby, Dont | 
| Do Me Like That.” 
| Steadily improving, Astor, whose | 
} 


life was despaired of some time ago, | 
is expected to leave the hospital in} 
another couple of months, after 
which he intends to organize a new 
orch. 


T.D’s Potential 
8G a Wk. mn A()) | 


Club, N.Y., Deal 


Tommy Dorsey's deal at the 400 | 
Club, N. Y., where he opens Friday | 
(16), is one that few bands in the | 
business could secure. He’s in for 
four weeks on a $3,500 weekly guar- 
antee, plus the first $3,000 in covers 
(at $1.50 per), plus 50% of all cov- | 


ers over that figure. If business | 
comes up | 














to expectations, Dorsey 
can easily walk out each week with 
between $7,500 and $8,000. 
cafe job, that’s an 
ary. 

Following the 400 job, Dorsey will 
set out on a theatre tour, in which 
will be sandwiched a string of con- 
cert dates similar to bookings he 
played last year in the southwest. 
He’s being sold on the same heavy 
guarantee against 60%. On 12 
dates last summer, he earned $60,000 | 
in this way. Dates will be _ in- 
augurated in New England, where | 
he’s playing the RKO Boston thea- 
tre week of April 5 for the | 

| 
| 


For a} 
unheard-of sal- 





time in five or six years. He's also 
due at the Palace theatre, Albany, 
March 29. 
Before leaving N. Y. on the thea- 
tre and concert bookings, Dorsey 
will record for RCA-Victor, for Red 
Seal release, the “Concerto for 
Trombone” that he will play with | 
Leopold Stokowski’s N. Y. City | 
Symphony tomorrow (Thursday). 


ASCAP NOMINATING | 
COMMITTEE HUDDLES' 


Publishers’ nominating committee | 
of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers gets | 
LOZEINEF “LITIGOITOW “UTS 5 se 
lect candidates for places on the 
Board of Directors now held by 
men whose terms expire this year. 
| Current members of the board who | 
| end their reign then are Max Drey- | 
| fus, Donald Grey, Johnny O'Connor, | 
and Jack Mills. Under ASCAP’s by- 
laws they, automatically are candi- 
dates for reinstatement. Committee | 
must select opponents for them. 

On the nominating committee are 
Leo Talent, Eli Oberstein and Max | 
Winkler. Elections take place by | 
mail, 


AFM Expels Santaella 
On Dummy Band Charge 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. | 
Severest penalty imposed on a 
member of L. A. Local 47 of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
in many years was slapped on Salva- |! 
| tore Santaella on a multiplicity of 
| charges. He was ordered expelled 
jand fined $3,500 by board of di- 
rectors. 











Most serious of the charges against 
| Santaella was that as music director | 
at KMTR and KRKD he maintained | 
“dummy” house bands and diverted | 
salaries to musicians working in a| 
steak house he operates. KMTR was | 
to have been staffed with five men | 
and KRKD with three. He is also, 
alleged to have bought time on the 
stations to advertise his eatery, con- | 
trary to AFM regulations. ouiena’ 
|“strolling gypsy” took over at! 
KMTR. 





| ber As You Do In May?” 


| to his credit. 


Jimmy Walker Heads Up Majestic 
Disc Deal With Oherstem As G. M. 


James J. Walker, former mayor of 
New York City, is the “nationally 
known figure,” mentioned in last 
week’s “Variety” break on the 
Majestic-Classic Records story as set 
to become president of the new firm. 
Announcement of his association 


with the new disc project was finally 
made earlier this week, although it 


had been scheduled for later. 


Walker, currently presiden= of the 
National Assn. of Performing 
Artists, a referee in disputes in the 
Garment Workers Union, and a 
member of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
has for years been close to show 
business. His outstanding contribf?- 
tion to it, as a songwriter, the 
tune, “Will You Love Me In Decem- 
It's ex- 
pected his assumption of the presi- 
dency of Majestic-Hit, due March 
1 when the new firm officially goes 
into operation, will bring about his 
resignation from NAPA and the 
needle trade post. 

In addition to Walker, the execu- 
tives of the company will consist of 
Eli Oberstein, executive v.p.; Parker 
Erickson, v.p.; C. E. Underwood, 
freasurer, and Curtis Franklin, sec- 
retary. 

Majestic’s entry into the recording 
field via the purchase of the Classic 
and subsidiary holdings, unquestion- 
ably places another major disc 
manufacturer in the field at a time 
when artists are desperately in need 
of additional platter outlets. Plans 
for the “Majestic-Hit” label, the title 
of the disc to be marketed by the 
new company (the “Hit” part to be 

(Continued on page 44) 





Father’ Hines Puts U. 


Of Louisville Kids Hep 
To Jive With Lecture 


Louisville, Feb. 13. 
Earl Hines, Negro band leader, put 


1 students of the School of Music, U. of 


Louisville, hep to the jive Monday 
(15) when he lectured on the psy- 
chological aspects of modern jazz. 
Hines illustrated his remarks on the 
history of jazz, prepared in ad- 
vance, with some practical demon- 
strations, with séJo numbers on the 
piano, backgrounded by various in- 
strumental specialists from his band. 

Tracing the birth of boogie-woogie, 
Hines explained that only the bass 
notes would “give out with a tune” 
on the old jalopy pianos in use in” 
New Orleans joints, and so the mod- 
ern boogie style came into bging. He 
pointed out that Hitler had banned 
jazz from Germany, saying it was 
degenerate and an outgrowth of 
weak democracies. 

Incidentally, “Father” Hines and 
his orch (16) did bumper biz at the 
National theatre last week. 





LONG, MOONEY ORCHS 


Johnny O'Connor, personal man- 
ager of Fred Waring, enlarged his 
activities last week. He concluded 
negotiations by which he will direct 
the affairs of the Johnny Long and 
Art Mooney orchestras. Long is at 
the Paramount theatre, N. Y., cur- 
rently and Mooney is due to open 
next month in the new Carnival 
Room of the Capito! hotel, N. Y. 

O'Connor's deal to personally 
manage Long comes several months 
after the leader’s settlement of dis- 
putes with attorney-financier A. Ed- 
ward Masters and manager Jack 
Philbin. 


London Has a Genius 


h London, Feb. 1. 

Practically the whole of Tin Pan 
Alley is talking’ about Joe Lubin, 
comparative newcomer, who crashed 
the music field less than two years 
ago, and already has four song hits 
They are, “It’s You 
That I Love,” “Am Sending My 
Blessings,” “Till Stars Forget to 
Shine” and “Til! All Our Prayers 
Are Answered.” 

Youngster was in the wood manu- 
facturing racket, when he quit to 
enter this more hazardous calling. 

Noel Gay has him under five years’ 





| contract, with three’ more years to 


go. His last song was done in cole 
laboration with Hugh Charles, for- 
mer general manager to Irwin Dash, 
and now director in the Gay outfit. 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


1. Rum and Coca-Cola (5) (Feist)......... Andre Sisters Decca 
? Dont Fence Me In (13> (Harms)....... Crosby-Andrews Decca 
. \ Bu Crosby) Decca 
$ Accentuate Positive (5) (Morris!....... ) 7, Merce Capitol 
» . \ Tommys Dorsey Vict 
4 i Dream Oo} You (0) (f nda j Do 4 Decca 
- . \ Rus \lo tal Decca 
3. There Goes That Song (9): «Shapiro | Bommy ie Victor 
; \ Hart lam Columbia | 
6. I'm Beginning to See Light (5) (Grand)! ) Duke Ellingtos Victor 
7 Into Eact Life Some Rai (9) (St “ I wot Fit -eraid Decca 
4 I'm Mak , Believe yy (BVC I Spot EC! 
; SA rda Ni ht I Lu Db ) Columb 
1o. Sle de In Ju (2) (B : lo yOrseyV Victor 


Horace Heidt Buys Hotel Pubs Fear Br eak 


lio r 
the Hieiat i 
I mn Ballros i 

ung the a n Sales boom 
has bought the Lone Pa Ho 
Pal Springs, tro Ki ( anes 
for ; eae $150,000. Heidt takes Must business fell off sharply 
posse scion today (Wed.) last week, the blame again being put 

This js the second purchase Heidt! ’"! the difficulty of moving eivilian 
has made from Charney. Several} freight due to railroad tieups by bad 
years ago he bought the latter's) Weatne! Publishers for the past 


: veek have bee w e oweve 
nando Valley week ive been worried, however, 


home in San Fe 


















OE tt aoe a etn 


that a break in the sales boom, which 
“ has been consistent for more than a 
a had finally arrived 
$ lob however. assert that the 
: stump 1s ond momentary, that as Soo! 
vw.) a freight now clogging shippins 
points clears away and is absorbed 
B. B. D. & Oo. int respective retail channels, that 
the biz will bounce right back into 
AND MANY OTHER . : es . 
DI Is € 
ADVERTISING AGENCIES 
Use this VISUAI 
of song hits of ove! 0 pu © k 
selene pias 94a Sues Revised Band Sked For 
cludes Ie id sheets and 
rus SAMPLES 


fi Pennsylvania Hotel, N.Y. 
Broadway », TUNE-DEX Pennsylvania hotel, N. 
New York 19 | lineup fon the summer and fall ha 
| been revised Instead of Woody 
Herman's orchestra opening the first 
TOP PEOPLE ARE DOING week in October, he ay been moved 
Wis fe) J TUNE up, at his own reque to the Juls 


| 19 spot immediately follow ing Georg 
Paxton. who opens in June 


band 











, 





AFTER A WHILET In the fall spot Frankie Carle’s | 


He will be} 
December, by Les| 


band has been inserted. 
followed in 
Brown 


STARLIGHT MUSIC 


169 Broadway New York 
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A Sensational Novelty Song Sweeping the Country 


DON’T SHOOT THE BARTENDER 
HE'S HALF SHOT NOW 


A Bounce Tune 


, THERE’S A LADY DOWN SOUTH 


Dance Orchestrations Ready 


Both Written by 
SCHUSTER arg 


Wire or We 


SMITH & SCHUSTER 


Prof. Mgr., trwin Schuster 


JOHNNY TUCKER, JOR MANNY (Smitty) «SMITH 


1650 Broadway, New York—CO. 65-6497 











(Week Ending, Feb. 10) 
Don't Fence Me In...... Harms 
Accentuate Positive Morris 
Rum and Coca-Cola Feist 
Dreams Getiing Bette Santly 
I Dream of You Embasss 
Little On Lonely Side..Advanced 
Sweet Dreams Remick 

;} There Goes That Song. .Shapiro 
Irish Lullaby Witmark 
Saturday Night Barton 


‘T.D. ae Sy ideas 
Settle Old Dispute Out 
Of Court, Dates Promised ' 


ny Dorsev and Sv Shribman 


ve settled thei 


| 10 Best Sheet Sellers 





ifferences with 


mut sorecourse to the courts O1 the 
executive board of the American 
Federatio) oO Viusicians Case 


hich has been hanging fire fopsome 
time, consisted of Shribman 5 Waim 
that Dorsev owed hin 
financial deal between them. made 


money on a 


when Dorsey's band was quite new 
Shribman loaned the leader money 


in return for which he was to get.a 


percentage of the band earning: 
over a period ol time He claimed 
he wasn't completely reimbursed 
Suit wa t| ) rra ment 
incluall Live ca ro to 
DiIAV a tol ) é | 
i for the next thre ( I ) S 
man vho perate Ol control 
numbe of one ‘hier and othe 
j; type jobs Ne Er land Date 
ill be plaved t $2.500 { 
avainst OU 0 iK Rece | Do 
|} sey petitions t AFM execu 
i tive boa to re e yuri ction Ol 
| the ( i isked for and 
Lotte ern ) LO lake ne in 
i ) ( { bk ect l ‘ DO 
IS¢ iKé Db ! Lee Fast 
i i Dorse\ itto e\ 


AFM PROBES DEEPER 
INTO HOTEL CONTRACTS : 


American Federation of Musicians 
has not let up in its investigations 
of salaries and operating costs and 
possible financial bands 
playing hotel dates Every new 
booking of a band into a N. Y. spot 
is being scrutinized by AFM execs 
Last week at least one, and pos- 
sibly other personal managers, were 
| on the carpet at Petrillo’s offices, an- 
| swering queries relative to current 
| hotel bookings 

Several weeks ago, the AFM or- 
| dered that all new Contracts being 
| written for band dates in N. Y. ho- 
tels must be submitted for union 
approval, together: with the appear- 
ance at the AFM of the leader in- 
volved. plus his men. However, 
there are a handful of contracts that | 
had already been written and signed | 
prior to that order, hence the con- 


losses oi 


occur. 
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| Don't Ever 


| Fuzzy - 
| He's Home For Little While .. 


| liance with Majestic, in last week's 


| cies, music publishers, etc., 


tinuing investigation as fullfilments | 


t Majestic deal was broached. went 





———— 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 
TITLE PUBLISHER 

Accentuate the Positive—t"Here Come the Waves”... ...... Morris 
BPO SI 5 ah ask ka Pek the an d'bue Re rie “Starlight 
A Little On the Lonely Side PA Tea y Advanced 
Always--?"Christmas Holiday” . Berlin 
Candy ‘a R .. Feist 
Close As Pages In a Book—*"Central Park” .. Williamson 
Confessin - Pes re z .Bourne 


... Morris 

occee cFIarmMs 
.. Chappell 

saat Drake 
..Famous 
.Robbins 


Change 
Don't Fence Me In—?*“" 
Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye 
Wuzzy 


Hollywood Canteen” ; 
"Seven Lively Arts” 


I Didn't Know About You 
z am of You Embassy 
ald Care ‘Thrill of a Romance ,.Dorsey 
n ‘Maki ig Believe—i"Sweet and Lowdow1 .BV( 


a Prayer Away . Shapiro 
- iwwic Is the Moonlight ‘Bathing Beauty .Melodylane 
More and More “Cant Help Singing . ..T. B. Harms 


My Heart Sings— Anchors Awels Leeds 
Mv Dreams Are Getting Better .. Santly 
Saturday Night Is the Loneliesit Nig} Barto: 
Sleighride In July i“Belle of the Yuko Burke 
Sweet Dreams Sweetheart Holivwood Canteen Remick 
Take Me In Your Arms Mills 


Song Agall “Carolina Blues’ 
“Ziegfeld Follie 


There Goes That 
This Heart of Mine 


Shapiro 
Triangle 











roo Ra Loo Ra Loo Ra ‘Going My Way Burke 
Waiting Pas been ed ; BMI 
f sica * Legit musical 
the operation of the ne firn 
Fool Cone & Belding is the a 
Jimmy Walker ‘ising ageney on the nev cor 
bination That outfit last week se! 
ttm, continued from page 43 =! ea announcements of Majestic 
eventually discarded), call for pro rchase of Oberstein’s interests 
duction to be reached within Line 
t 60 day that will come clos ra 
equalling the current output 
least one of the three major fin 
now invexistence. Columbia, RCA~ YOR HIT OF YESTERDAY 
Victor and Decca 
With the machinery already i: 
stalled in the Ne Jerse Plastic G R EAT POPULAR 
Co. plant at Newark. plu new 
presses coming in, a minimum an STANDARD TODAY 
nual output of 15,000,000 pressings is 
agar In addition, Oberstein 


ho will geen of the new firm 
and Majestic officials have 
site for another factory in the Chi- 
cago area, which will be put into 
operation before the end of the yea 
Another plant will be set up on the 
Coast 

With the kind of production it’ 
claimed the Newark plant alone will 
give the new company. it’s pointed 
out by agency men here that Ober- 
stein will have comparatively littl 
trouble correcting the one fault in 
his projected setup-—artists As it 
stands now. Oberstein’s 
names are Louis Prima’s orchestra 
and the Three Suns But, it’s 
pointed out, the manner in which 
the initial announcement of his al- 


acquired 


best sale 





For new artist copies and ar- 
rangements contact Standard 
Exploitation Department, The 
Big 3, PHIL KORNHEISER, Mon 

NAY. 19 


“Variety,” stirred up artists, agen- 
the con- 


| dition won't be difficult to correct. 





Chance to Grab, “Names” 
All these components of the en- 











tertainment industry see in the new | 
setup a clear outlet to the nation’s. 
coin machines and home record fans, 
For several years now, artists with | 
the major firms mentioned above 
havc -baem-sealod. a&.feom..them, by. 
the lack of manpower and materials 
(latter is no longer a problem) and 
as a result few natjonal reputations | 
have been made since the start of 
the war, at least as far as the band 
field is concerned. Another thing in | 
Oberstein’s favor, and which could 
easily acquire for him top-flight 
names now with competitors, is the | 
fact that the latter even now cannot | 
properly satisfy the circulation re- ~ 
quirements of their artists. And in | 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


~~OVELY 
LADY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
ROBBINS 














many cases those artists are very |, —— 





unhappy over the situation (see 
Woody Herman - Decea - Columbia 
story in this issue.) 

Majestic is said to have paid Ober- 
stein and two partners well over 
$500,000 for the firms he built up | 
from a standing start, during the | 
past few years. Along with Classic | 
and New Jersey Plastics, which | 
Oberstein, had already begun setting 
up as his main factory when the 


H! MOYTLE 


TOBIAS and LEWIS 
Publishers 


1250 Sixth Avenue 
New York 20. N. Y. 


Transcriptions, Inc., which he ac- 
quired last year as Classic’s main | 
recording . studio. Oberstein as-'! 
sertedly will draw a salary and per- | 


centage of the profits for his part ' 
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MARTIN BLOCK MUSIC, Inc., Larry Taylor, Gen. Mgr., 501 Madison Ave., New York 22. W. Y. 
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de UJ ° |Promoter Gets L’ville 
all nits | Armory for Shows 

Louisville, Feb. 18. 
: el S e| Loeal Jefferson County Armory, 
ith Trav nags; ‘with seating eapacity of 10,000, 
largest in town, has been leased yn- 
e 9 der a contract to Leo A. 
ormu ale 0 cles Selizer, -Chicago 
Contract 
Transportation problem this win- | 


County officials, and cails for rental 


sports promoter. 


was signed lama week by 








ter has been most acute since the! o¢ $17.500 a year or 10% of gross re- 
start of the war. Instances of acts; ; 
issing first and second shows in| ¢@iPts from sports events which 
fheatres have by now become acom-! Selizer, who has been affiliated with 
mon opening day occurrence. How-| the Chicago Goliseum, intends to 
eve! ere’s little that can be done promote iin Amann d te 
abi yy bookers, except eliminat- 
ing long j ps and trying to leave greatet 
at |e one-day open to low acts Seltzer is nexotiating for the in 
to ge et stallation of efrigeratior equit 
F y ery ajo! ( i 1 ment expected to cost $75,000, s 
n< e¢ S tions Lo oO € tnal ce sKal i snc . may pe 
’ ‘ aesigned LO fat tate booked I< bee passed 
ent ¢ acts and unlls Al ng ece @ars DV e i g yas. Al 
rule ow in @ffect is setting up of ory last eek oused ie Pollack 
scenery so that it Can be easliy dis Bros. Circus under Shrine auspices 
mantled and shipped. It’s now the 
rule that last day of a run is usually 
jevoted to tripping of equipment D4 > 
ra ust be seein to the next Chi Holdup of Nitery 
stop. By the time of the last show 
units with several changes of scen-/ Qps Feared Prelude To 
erv no play with one curtain, and ‘ ’ ‘ 
few minutes after the fadeout Brownout Crime Wave 
nt 11 € ~~ ne equipmnie r 
the O} C cago, Feb 
e€ rune ner i \ } fe ed 
< é Oo Ty 1 < , es ' . , ht , 
one costume with their personal lug 
gage, so that if forwarded finery ar- | 2} OW" cost two hitery owners 
rives late, at least the femmes on't) here $10,000 ove) eekenad, with pa- 
be working in street clothe trons and employee of spots also 
ese ile vere ystematized shaken down for $585 in cash and 
Jast week when Earl] Carroll's “Van-. jewelry Those obbed ere Ralpl 
ities’ jumped from Boston to New Berger, Latin Quarter bos who sul 
York. System worked well enough rendered $400 in cash and diamond 
to warrant its permanent adoption ring valued at $600, and Flo and 
for duration of the transportation Walt Ross operators of Flo and 
difficulties Walt’s hangout for entertainers, who 
gave $500 cash and two diamond 
nes worth $8,500 
Jerry Lester to Open At Berger was held up at 5:30 Sunday 
ve , ; ; ye) norning il lobby of his hotel by 
es ee, EN On ie had lain 
Jerry Lester, upon completion of. jp ait for hi Flo and Walt 
his date at the Copacabana, N. Y vas heisted an hour and a. half 
moves to Ciro’s, Hollywood, March earlier by masked bandit and con- 
28. for an indefinite stand federat ” ‘wha for two hours had 
Deal set by Miles Ingalls on hi posed as a patrol 
recent trip to the Coast Norma Jean Ross, Jerry Waltei 
LS oomeeee id other Chi adio stars, looked 
ol is bandits reheved owners of 
PERFORMERS Bw k jewelry and cash, also taking $500 
worth of jewelry and $85 cash from 
ARMED FORCES another patron and waite 
if you are in Special Services or not— Police meanw! ile reported an 
eae or post-war return alarmingly large number of disor- 
7 derly conduct cases in darkened 
Here Is a Service You'll Always Loop, with more than the standard 
Want quota of brawls on tap inside and 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES outside downtown bistros 


Contain Modern Comedy Material for 
All Type Performers 
Rach Seript Contains Over 100 
Sure-Fire Gags—S1.05 Each 
Nos. 1-2-3-4-5 Now Ready 
Make Checks Payable to 
PAULA SMITH 
Mall to “Fun-Master" 
200 W. 54th St., New Vork City 19, N.Y. 


MAJOR SID PIERMONT 
GETS ARMY RELEASE 


Major Sidney Piermont, talent 





booker for Loew's until he went into | 














the Army, was honorably discharged 
from the Army Saturday (10). He 
served 28 months in Special Services. 
being stationed for the most part at 
Casablanca, debarkation point for 
USO.Cenp. Shaws. in. the African 


AL"? Wo" ROBERTS 


Now Third Week 
| Jock Lynch's Walton Roof, Phila. 


aes too di 
Starting Week of -Marel 14 











Lou Walter's Latin: Quarter, Det. and European theatres of war He 
Dies WM. MORRIS entered the Army as a captain. 
Future plans are not set. 
— a 
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/ the Apollo theatre, March 2. 
| currently 


Vaude’s ‘Tobacco Road’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 

Perhaps the “Tobacco Road” 
of vaudeville is the Ken Murray- 
Sid Grauman operation at El 
Capitan, the 1,200-seat house at 
$1.50 and $2 ‘Fri.-Sat.-Sur.) 
top which has been grossing 
$14,000 weekly and netting $3,- 
200 for almost three years. 


The vaude show has run two 
years and eight months ewnactly 


and was born by accident at the 





fights one Friday ight three 
seasons ago when Grauman and 
Murray set the deal with a 


handshake 


NY. Cafe Owners Pledge 
156 Campaign to Assist 
Boy Scout Week Drive 








iund rails v F paigt » B S 
Week aer auspices oO Line ( t¢ 
Owners Guild Quota set bv r 
COG is $15,000 Drive got under 
vay Friday (9) with a iuncneon a 
Sherry’s, where 100 members of the 
American Women’s Voluntee Serv- 
ce ho will do the collecting ere 
I Charies Shea fo e! 
cout anda er of the Cor es 
ona Vex f H S tie 
{ 
OG eC e Bk NS 
( P 
Vel li le ( rl Erbe 
li l O-CnallmMal Leon Enke - 
Leon & Eddie's Dick Flanagan 
Monte Carlo: Jimmy Kelly, Jimmy 
Kelly's; Mike Larsen, Iceland: Monte 
Proser, Copacabana; Billy Rose, Dia- 
ond Horseshoe: Lou Walters. Latin 
Quartei Dario, La Mart nique; Jack 
Harris La Conga and Noah L 
Bi nste COG counsel! 
This is the third consecutive cam- 
{ paign for the terse They've just 
ompleted $20.000 drive fo € 
March of Dimes and a hefty amo 
to tne New York W; Fund 


JUNIOR’S MOM TURNS 
HIM IN AS BURGLAR 


St. Louis, Feb. 13 

Mrs. Clarence J. Krueger. Belle 
ville, Ill., 14 miles from here, last 
week turned her 18-year-old son, 
Clarence, J1 ove to cops and saia 
he had confessed to her that he and 
iwo companions had copped $234 
from the till in a burglary ot a 
Belleville nitery Mrs Kruege! 
found some of the money in the 
family automobile. accused her son 
of the theft and he made the ad 
mission 

Mrs. Verna Southworth, owner of 
the night spot told cops $310 was 
stolen but Krueger insisted the loot 
totaled only $234 One of the two’ 
youths named by Krueger was 


nailed by the gendarmes but denied 
the charge. 


Ex-Ink Spot Fades Into 
Apollo as Brown Dot 


Deke Watson, former member ol 


the Ink Spots. will make his New 


York preem with his new quaitet ai 
Outfit. 
breaking in at a miqwest 
club, has been christened the Brown 
Dots ; 
New grew out of Watson's 
litigation Billy Kenny, 
of Ink Spots, which 
recently settled out of court. 
Dots are also 
Gale office 


Mike Sachs Stricken Blind 


group 
th 
the 


‘ 


eurrern 
was 
Brown 


Moe 


leade! 


s 


handled by the 


Mike Sachs, veteran burlesque 
comic who had been teamed in 
vaude act with Alice Kennedy, was 
stricken blind last week in St. Louis 
and s ipseque itly removed to his 


| home in Boston. He had suffered a 


\ | hemorrhage the night previously and 
: | his medico claims it affected the 
} Optic neives 
A G c N C Y | Sachs and his partner were play 
ing a vaude date the Grand thea- 
GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES | tre, St. Lou 8. anc were breakfasting 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX | with friends en stricken 
Sachs headed own NoOws on 
| the new defunct Columbia and 
Mutual burlesque circuits for m: 
| years. After both heels folded he 
|and Miss Kennedy appeared in stock 
burlesque, but for the past five veai 
alternated between burlesque = and 


7 rs . "; 
Wh aida A AR AN at 


) 
al 








vaudeville 


GREENHUT’S ADDED CHORE 

Johnny Greenhut 
charge of 
Corp. of Americe. New 
is in addition to cafe agenting 

Jack Whittemore is handling ban 
discings. 


las becn pul } 


M 


assignment 


artist recordings 


at 


AGVA, With 75% Nod to 6-Day Week, 
Extends Deadline Until March 1 


American Guild of ‘Variety Artists, formers. Sheivey stated that since 





| have pacted more than 75% of the, the six-day week campaign is geared 
niteries throughout the country to! to give ‘ performers a day off 
go along with them on the six-day! weekly so th nay double in war 
; wee k Campaign, according to Matt piant WOrk In spare time and does 
Shelvey, national administrator of) not pe t the act to work overtime, 
the talent union. Shelvey unsnarled | the sal: yasis would be the same. 
the tangles in several doubtful terri- Although 75 of the niteries have 
tories last week and planed to. already gned or signified intention 
Florida Mon. (12) to meet with the) of doin AGVA has extended the 
Florida Agents A } ( i ¢ acting unt March 1] 
S € of ne é 
o te COA, Chi, Protests 6-Day Week 
ede ‘ ( ( } 
re r e¢ i ) f 
S ‘ e | ‘ ere ‘ 
. ( < Ve a . ) ( e ft } pt oO ve 
i S)’X- \ ed e ) ) ee! ( ¢ ( ave reat 
Id na e€ al r oo ed " S v-Lime pots < 
1iould go along ‘ ) ( I e€ Quarter, Empiie 
al is Re ( ‘ et te be heard 
She ey OWeVe a € ( i 
ng to \- COA ‘ ‘ ile, follow- 
« e ( S ing close ont } d (9) at the 
( ere f She | orted hey d 
e¢ na t i 
¢ | { oO << 
lec S100 | Sy eed 
. i r Hotel ( 
tO Work seven da) provi g © | reps alihoug erved notice by 
act applied for s ! re Or 0° AGVA idvised of COA meet 
AGVA ere not prese ich was taken 
Sine ey scouted ¢ ges he to mean the vont be lining ip 
Cabare Owners Assn. « oO ith COA but ll handle all deals 
that AGVA as voking e x through the Chicago Hotel Ass its 
day eek to kite salaries of pei own group 
re pa ——- a 
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3 PLACES AT ONCE 
ONYX CLUB 


Nightly 


WNEW 


6:45-7:00 p.m. | 


APOLLO 


THEATRE, N.Y. 


Week Feb. 16 


UNA MAE 


CARLISLE 


CBS TELEVISION 


“| SEE A MILLION FACES” 


VICTOR-BLUEBIRD RECORD 
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go 




















Miss Carlisle Hos Composed and Recorded Other Hit Tunes for 
Victor-Bluebird and Beacon Records* 


Most Recent Recording 


*“THE REST OF MY LIFE" 





| EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 

| JOE GLASER 
| 745 FIFTH AVENUE 

| NEW YORK 20, N. Y. 
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Wiere Bros. Vs. Hacker ‘Vanities’ 
Billing Dispute Ends in Fist Fight 


Billing dispute led to fisticuffs last, stand the expense on the billing 
Saturday (10) between Herbie Wiere| changes, amount to be deducted from 
and Dave Hacker, both featured! unit’s payoff. Hacker intends taking 

embers of the stage unit, Earl| up the matter with Carroll for final 
earroll’s “Vanities of 1945.” | showdown. 

Rumpus is said to have been pre- | 
cipitated through Wiere and his| Ken Later 
brothers, who get top billing with! a ‘a 

For Wm. 





Quits MCA 
Morris Agcy. 


the unit, refusing to permit names of 


ave and June Hacker, whose con- Ken Late ‘k resigned from 
tract calls for second billing to go up San da f Mu Cor- 
on the marquee at Loe s state porat yf Ame iS t office and 
N. Y \ ! opened there on! wij} 20 nto the William Morri 
T} irsday (8 At that time it was! agency legit sector New York 
stated } ra Ha € tnat Move w " } Lat wa 
there ug ) the! visi ¢ He ( t 
arg L, Hacket K Fi ; i ind 
) Té ‘ 00} “ about e¢ to 
latter agree » ad t the matte tart at the Mort wencr 
During the interim Earl Carroll, 
R ymdueer of the unit, who was in 
I Y. on the weekend, also okaved F h & M Pl 
the billing. Hacker name went up anc on arco ans 
on the marquee Friday night. On 


Saturday Brothers noti- Comeback Via Packaging 


the Where 


fied house management they would Of T b R U ° 
not go y? ul Hacker name was} a evue nits 
removed. This was done and wr Ker Fanchon & Mar 1 decade ago 
retaliated by refusi ») straight fol ne of the largest \v le ul pro- 
tne W eres ll comeay se- , 4} nd " lie 
quence in » revue According to ined , are Sie Geld 
cKe ero 1 re Cc lew I ilt- “| 1 lp } ¢ > - 
eee , ha | Charles Toeffler, F&M's eastern rep 
mmatis ot him - - 
ing remarks at him during the) ji. currently planning two units 
. and he etali:z > ] eti- ‘ . . * 4 
rumpus and he retaliated w ith a | It's figured that production and | 
. . + pane vac t Ve > re] . 4 
cuffs bu fracas was stopped before costuming shows w present but a| 
@nyboay got hurt nall problen is F&M has its pro- 
However, Carroll will have to! 4..4:.. oar ' 


{ it does the 
| producing for the Roxy, N. Y., and 


S { int e 
it) i i 
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lines 
Units, it’s 
the 


also figured, will take 
amortization of the 
being the 


THE AMAZING 


| sells to other vaude houses. | 
care of 


used at 
numbers 


costumes now | ; 
Roxy Some production V d + 10G T H h| 

LADY FTHEL | for the house call for about $10,000 aul ¢; 00 ig 
| worth of femme finery. There’s Increasing signs of stiff resistance 


little use for them afterward, ex- 
AND cept for occasional repeats. F&M 
feels it can get back its cash by 


farming tham out. to package 
revue units produced by fhem. 


PITT CHIRPER’S BRO. 
JUST MISSES RESCUE 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13 
Toughest kind of break recently 
fell to Sgt. Harold Pohl, brother of 
| Fay Carroll, vaude and nitery singer. 


tab 





DR. JESTER 


Marvels of Magical 
Perception 


SUAVE 
MYSTIFYING 
HILARIOUS 


| Captured by the Japs three years 
|ago when Correg dor fell, he had 
| been imprisoned in the Philippines 
until just a short time ago in the| 


concentration camp at which Ameri- 
can Rangers 
mando raid. Only a matter 
before the liberatio 
hundred prisoners, 
removed to a 
proper. 

Miss 


of days 
of the several 
Set. Pohl was 
prison in Japan 


Carroll received the word 


she’s working as a single while her 





husband, Corp. Henry Slate, of 
vaude’s Slate Brothers, is upstairs, 
at\ the Nixon theatre, in “Winged 


Victory.” 





Saranac 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 13. 

Victor Gamba, who had his ups 
and downs, but now doing okay, 
plenty cheered by visit from Esther 
Morrissette. 

Virginia Browne, Earl Carroll 
dancer, who did the trick here, has 
resumed her stage work. 

Margie Regan doing nicely 
flashing good reports. 

Eleanor Dawn elated over being 
upped fér meals. 

ig Mealy (Welsh, Mealy & Mon- 
trose) mastered recent operation 
; and doing nicely. 

Joe Kelleher, musician, who is: do- 

ing a nifty comeback at the Rogers, 


4 


Returaiag from overseas ster ‘2 b> 
months with the U.S.0., 5 months 
on the foxhole circuit in France, 
Belgium, Luxembourg and Ger- 
many. Starting our hotel appear- 
ences by opening Feb. 19th at the 


NORMANDIE ROOF, MOUNT 
ROYAL HOTEL, MONTREAL. 


M.C.A., NEW YORK and 











INVISIBLE GLASSES 


CONTACT LENSES 
OF SAFE, UNBREAKABLE PLASTIC 
By Appointment—EN, 2-2980 





iii craiias enjoyed surprise visit from family 
L. LEWISON, O.D. i oar wenk. ‘ 
Specialist to the Show World | Howard Levy gets his all clear 








219 W. 86th St., New York 24, N. ¥. || 80-home papers March 1. 


Write to those who are ill. 





here last week at Nixon Cafe, where | was a 


Brooklyn ‘Tree’ Pushes 
Berle Out After 3 Wks. 


Current Roxy, N. Y., show head- 
lined by Milton Berle will stay only 
three weeks, to make way for “A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” opening 
Feb 28, when Victor Borge and Joan 
Edwards will head stage show. 

Due to length of film (129 mins), 
stage show will play only 35 minutes. 
Only one other act, possibly Al Gor- 
don, will be used. 





Nab Performers at 606 
Club, Chi, on Charges 


Of Indecent Performance 


4 Ai2zO F* 13 
policeme irom 
Allman’s office failed 
the floor 


capacity, 


Because fou 
| Commi one 
to appreciate show as much 
crowd of good-time- 
nday (11) morn- 
several perform 


jas the 
Charlies early S 
| ing at the 606 club 
'ers were arre 
indecent pet 


sted and charged with 


iormances 


They were taken into custody as 
they bowed out of the spotlight 
Arrested, but later released on 
bonds tot $600, were Paul Mall 
emcee Ca » Finnel and Dolly 
Sterling; singers, Val de Val, exotic 
| Gancer, and Martin Weiss, assistant | 


manager, 


Police charge the dancers’ apparel | 


was too transparent and material of 
the others too blue. No attempt was 
made to padlock the establishment. 


Nix Fields, Bendix For 


to high salaries came late last week, 
turned 
|down two Hollywood names because 
lof price. 

W. C. Fields and William Bendix 
were submitted for personal appear- 
}ances at around $10.000 weekly. So 
|far there have been 
ers feeling the 
reason 


7 cl.e is 


iwhen vaudeville bookers 


no takers 
price to 
, they may be pl 
lsonals if a price adjustment is made 
| In the case of Bendix, his air show 
| is scheduled to come east shortly 
land it was thought he could pick up 
la few weeks of personals while in 
the area 


pulled the famed Com- | NVA Benefit Earnings 


Tops 1944’s Coin Return 

Annual benefit of the National 
Variety Artists, Inc., at the Imperial 
theatre, N. Y., Sunday night (11) 
sellout before curtain time 
and while the figures are yet to be 
computed, it’s figured the proceeds 
will top last year’s, despite fact this 
year’s expense was heavier. 

The show ran close to midnight 
and was c ily curtailed at that hour 


4 
ditctu« 





Wises +5 
V¥CL Ase 


eos in 

it run past that hour. 
“Senator” Ed Ford, Joe Laurie, 

Jt. and Harry Hershfield, triumvirate 

| of jesters from “Can You Top This?” 

| radio show, 

and served as alternate emcees. 


MCA’S DUGAN TO COAST 


Johnny Dugan, head of Music Corp. 
of America’s theatre booking dept.., 





goes to the coast next month. It’s 
his first trip out. 
Junket is on business. 
Sammy Walsh’s Date 
Sammy Walsh, recently returned 


from a USO overseas tour, started a 
run at the Belierive hotel. Kansas 
City. Feb. 9. 



































The Heititz 








ppyY 


At the Piano 
MARGERY WELLES 











CAPITOL THEATRE, 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

(Week Feb. 15) 
Management 


JOHN SINGER, New York 
HARRY BLOOM, Hollywood 











book- | 
be* beyond | 
still the possibility | 
cked up again for per- | 


7 A. Wi. 
sario, gave it the biggest advertising | 


chairmanned the affair | 


BIG NAME POLICY FOR 
5100 CLUB IN CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 13. 
Although located in the dimmest 
sector of the dimout belt—almost 
eight miles north of the Loop—5100 
Club inaugurates “big name policy” 
March 16 under new management 





which took over last week, with 
| wae Howard, inked through Fred- 
|} erick Bros., to follow Ralph Cook. 
pews starts month’s stint this Fri- 
|}day (16) with Ruloffs, comedy trio; 
Ru Day tapstress and Viola 
Layne, sings Mark F and orch 


are hela over for new show, pro 


i}duced by Dick B 
Recording St 


idiey of National 


( ent fk or Yo Money 
nit head cdi ob Reis Bro and 
Gloria Var 5 ¥¢ kedded to 
open at Beck Supper Club, New- 
port, Ky on Monday (19), afte 

seven weeks at the 5100, which has 

een renamed “51 Hundred’ in ad 

oO people won't think it’s so far 


nortl according to Massel. 


BILL (CASINO) GREEN 
’ HEADS FOR SERVICE 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13 
Bill Gree: one of 
best-known nitery men and owner 


of the Casino which bears his name, 


| passed his Army physical last week 
and will go yto the service some | 
| time next month Green, married 
and the father of three children, 


will be 38 in May. 


in-law, associated 
management 
in uniforn 


AMA Malling Another 
‘Ice-Capades’ for July 


with him in the 
of the Casino, also are 





Arena Managers Assn. has started 
work on the fifth edition of “Ice- 
| Capades” to open early in July in 
Seattle. Chester Hale will again do 
| the production with sketches by 
| Mareo Montedoro. Production costs 
are expected to be especially heavy 
this year as costumes will run 


around $225,000 

AMA will meet in Cleveland early 
in March with representatives of 
Shipstad and Johnson's “Ice Follies” 
to work out a schedule of dates suit- 
able to both 
| tinue in Pittsburgh, March 14, when 
| final decision to produce a water 


| show will be formulated. 


| 7 ‘a 


} as 3 
36G in 6 Denver Shows 
Denver, Feb. 13. 
“Skating Vanities of 1945” broke 
all records at the auditorium, doing 
$36,000 for six shows—five nights 
and a matinee. 
Uvéiieider,” ideal impres- 
campaign any auditorium attraction 
has had in years and it paid off. 


2 on AGVA’s Unfair List 


Weiner’s Club, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
and Johnny’s Inn. Valley Stream, 
| 
by American 
Artists. 

Both spots had cancelled acts de- 
spite play or pay contracts. 


SHIRLEY RUBIN TO ARA 
Shirley Rubin has been appointed 
Representatives Association, N. Y., 
succeeding Tess Diamond, who re- 


Signed to go with the Sol Tepper 
office. 


Miss 
General 


Guild of Variety 

















Rubin 


Amus 


was previously 
Corp 


with 





William Franklin, who sang Porgy 
)On recent road tour of George 
| Gershwin's “Porgy and Bess,” set to 
open at Cafe Society Uptown, Feb. 
|12. Replaces Elwood Smith. 


Pittsburgh's ‘| 


His wife will operate the big 
dance place he started as a bar-| 
becue stand 13 years ago. Couple 
of Green's brothers and _ brothers- 


AMA confab will con-!| 


‘Skating Vanities’ Record | 


were declared unfair last week | 


Bergen to Waldorf 
For 6 Weeks Run 


| Edgar Bergen is taking his first 
| nitery job in years when he Zo0es 
| into the Wedgwood Room of the 
| Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y.. around 
April 2 for six weeks 

Booking results from the ventrilo. 
quist’s Chase & Sanborn air show 
coming east around that time. and 
Bergen is taking opportunity to 
clear up an old he hos. 
Salary 


pNasea or 





optior 


the old ) ‘ Berge 


airel will be here for eig { 


Chi Nitery Op Accused 
Of Negligence in 1006 
Blaze; 80 Horses Perish 


o0 
AR 


Gene Harris, owner of the Club 
Alabam, was accused of ligence 
|last week after flames swept his 
' Fashion Club stables destroving 80 
| horses, many of them blood stoc] 
Blaze caused an estimate of 
$100,000. with owners of so f yf the 


horses claiming their 


boarded ell 
mounts valued at up to $10,000 each, 


| Anthony J. Mullaney, chief fire 
| marshall, said that Harris had left 
the stables in charge of a 20-vear 
old youth, handicapped as a result 


of infantile paralysis, and incapable 
| of turning in an alarm. 

















LAURETTE and CLYMAS 


Pantomime Satirists of the Dance 
THIRD RETURN ENGAGEMENT’ 


MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL 
MONTREAL 























GAGS! JOKES! GAGS 


PATTER! WISE-CRAX! STORIES! 


For vaude-nite clubs, radio M.C.'s, 
doubles, announcers, producers, dise 
directors, band leaders, speakers, 
stooges, magicians, ventrilos, 
writers, cartoonists, etc. 

Fun-Master Gag Files Nos. 1 Thru 5 
$1.00 Each Plus Postage 5c Per 


Script 
Over 100 Sock Gags! ! 
Make Checks Payable to 
PAULA SMITH 
Mall to “Fan-Master”’ 
200 W. 54th St., New Vork City 19, N.Y. 

















singles, 
jockeys, 
comics, 

commentators 


Each File Contains 











SILLY SYMPHONISTS 
CURRENTLY 


STATE THEATRE 
HARTFORD, CONN. 


Dir.: STAN ZUCKER 























CASH 


‘| For your old costumes or 
anything else with rhine- 
stones, regardless of condi- 
tion. Single items to com- 
|| plete wardrobes. High 
|] prices paid. 


Write Description and Price Wanted 


|| BEN JACOBSON, 55 W. 42nd St. 
| NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 
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ROCHELLE 


NOW PLAYING 
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CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 


EDDIE SMITH, Paramount Bldg., New Yerk 


JANE 


and BEEBE 


THIRD WE 
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whether full or split week. F | Ernie Holst Ore M Bergere Oro - $2 ¢ : f 10 : . 
Stan Keller Ore Monchito Bd ba Band; $2 couvert after 1V. does some fancy fence-straddling 
| Teas Pastor's Zanzibar. | _ with waltzes and swingeroos. 
Harris 3 |} Clyde Jordan Gls ft prowl Bill Robinson = : renre » alee t Mike. 
Six to fill) Burton & Janet |; Steve Murray .ouls Armstrong It wf been some years now since the —_ 
Loew spoken gh ae Lablance & Garcia | prea & George Maurice Rocco | showbiz hepsters have become in- | 
Court Sq (15-18) Elaine Barrett | Jerry Baker Nicholas Bros icreasingly aware of a youthful ball- | . , 
Steve Murray Ben Reri | Ross Leonard | Delta Rhythm Boy | ; : = a ‘ wha ‘ a gy + a oronet. Philly 
| | Thelma Nevins ' Peters Sis room pair—the Barrys—and [nell Piiludeipi , Sah FF 
| ers 5d! | _ : . a tau, LEY. ¢ 
| Z ‘ , wo-ply date— > , 
| — ee Se Ke, . “¢ : the Mike Kay Vernon, Adrian Parker, Rume- 
NEW YORK CITY | Molly Picon ° a ‘54 = @| as featured pertormers in tne |beros (3), Eddie Schaffer, Coronet 
W ited (15) Mario &@ Floris Cabaret Bills Todd musical hit, “Up in Central Cover Girls (6), Earl Denny Orch 
seutl or Consqupcs|; WASHINGTON Clearances Park,” and as supper-only doublers | (¢). no cover, $2.50 minimum. 
Gloria Jean , , f Ho- . a 
7 Capitol (15) ito the Wedgwood Room of the H« 
. Dunhs Or ‘ . en 
. AR (15) ; W & J Brow! i}; Continued from page 3 See | tt 1 Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y gives the 
; to Eddie Manson Rarrvs the distinctior of } imo ne Kay Vernone a Taltuesque bl ae 
rhe . u Dall i} ] a : 
Jeri Lew } Jack Du t NEW YORK CITY tore Dé 2 ferred to another 1} 1 a flair for selling torch songs, 
, 0 |° arilvn Ma 1 . . } or 4 r 4} . ‘ ! 
Clif , _ : Bill's Gay 30's | Hotel Pennayivanta | KCY alea Contention Of some dis- Ine cdo fake a thing, £ the star of the current bill he 
Ethel Gilbert | Jimmy Dorsey Ore tribution execs that it wouldn't nent of acrobati t d| Coronet, which again cl 
Hernie Grauer Cfeddy Walters : f t le anar LOU 
Harold Willard Patti Palmer make a great deal of difference if ve tne x Dy more ( ! stidss UU ’ 
Paramount tack ee P . og Pierre New York foll other sectors. yerio I And added to th the Ii Vernon. a new personality t 
varies Stricklan | Wesson ros . P . e 1 m nd t f Phills < lent, f clas n 
mmy Bt | Hunt ere Main difficultic of course, are in = : “ : plenty ol on = 7 
“ ry dl Burne ig el a Arnold ‘ he her Piae N y ve { ‘ Oo Ihe ‘ g d lot ( on ! he 
‘ y AT ul a ( < = ! as A 4 1 
| Gay “0's QOnartette j Stanley Me : - ; pas -_ , ¢ iz iway ¢ « ite is { ( res 
NEW YORK CITY , Bleanor Teeman Blue Angel Hotel Plaza L A d Chicago, because of the | <9 enihu tic was the e “I'm in a Jam Wiih Baby Be 
Paramount (14) MIAMI | Evelyn Knight Celeste Holn large number of prints required to One othe act on the bill. Victo the Beguine” and the ke 
ohnny Long Ba Olympia (14) Wme. Alphand George Tapps service iccounts tnere If the idea B e re t! Dan c} comed } A ’ . 
an Murray 3 Welles | Bernards Ray Benson Ore bee 51 ats ; : : o Vist, haha 1€ anisn ge edi Adrian Perker’s aance routines are 
Arraine Rognan Dodson's Monks | Pearl Bailey Mark Monte Ore | of territorial print staggering is| seemingly grows better This is a novel ith entire stint done on her 
rline Russell Ww ini Shaw | Chittison (8) Hotel Roosevelt | adopted, prints ould be ealled in| repeat date for him at the Wedgwood | toes Her chore takes in all phases 
ouis Jordan | Don Zelaya } Cate Boctets Guy Lombardo Orc es : , = . e ta in a pnas 
; from most other areas for the key | oom. and even alter 40 minutes of | of terpsichore, from a Spanish fan- 
— =| sections being serviced at any given | US Wique ener 5 with that pno- | dango to jitterbug. 
P time. Southern districts have usually +h = . pl Aion = Nd a? In a diffe rent mood is the presen- 
» ) his > . | > lint > r : 
BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT been behind, according to distribs i con 6 ee se €/iation of the Rumberos, a trio of 
VAUDEVILLE THEATRES that great proble is for id more. And that finale of his act.| Cubans featuring an eye-filling bru- 
Se ee eee ee erein he pianos “Rhapsody 1n/net with plenty of ggle to her 
See n in ni dling those areas. , Blue, 1S 3 demonstration of expert humbas, sambas, congas, etc. 
( omplic: ting the print Situation p After 35 minute oL} Eddie Schaffer. comic. has a le 
somewhat are the Army bookings difficult fo perl I] Ss own Starting lowly € 
NEW YORK BEVERL" HILLS. CAL | From 120 to 135 of the 285 prints  <T to have an audience accey baile sup Ae io: ack Gees. ce 
J - - 4 + + 4 | 4 . , 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING CALIFORNIA BANK BLOG being allotted for features go to, US CH ewes ce al that is fresh and plenty laugh- 
Army theatres in the U. S. These} \*- ri mores eth peepee ok padres etting. Songs include a screwball 
r | . 9 of “Rhapsody” that v right out of | Indi: ball: a sie Y ? 2 
— —_ aie ———_—__| bookings average about 30 days | ine ton arawer egg oie te Ta hs “ hfe — 
tO} awer, ne Pants song Schaffer also 
ees ahead of general release al hcl i legge a 
CHICAGO Harrison & Fisher (Uptown) Hotel Savoy Plas _— * a 7 — e, but not - | Other Leo Reisma! red loes a neat job of emceeing the rest 
Chicago (14) | MINNEAPOLIS Iiazel Seott Kay Kimber of the 140 prints are used at the| companiment for the show is ( of the bill. 
‘rr barre Co | - oo = simtay Save Roy Fox Bd same time Generally, however, dis- | thi: performers must rely ear The house Jine gged the Coronet 
rry Macs enr) usse Be n Franklin P) Burto r : , F . “f . ieee he 
gk Leslie | Gene Baylos |Gene F ‘ield (3) Georgians Banniat tribs must figure mainly on the 150 by. Mischa Borr’s Latin music combs | Cover Girls, are looke: vho know 
if earts | Carr Bros |} Ed Hall Ore Hotel St. Ke ey to 165 prints remaining, which are | alternate vith Reisman on the D- | how to dance—a novelty in local 
Regal (14) Iv Newell ] > . * | for |1 , 
oge ( NOT PAUI Cafe Soctety Dorothy Shay ito be kept working at top speed * dancing, latter also playin 10 iiteries Costumes and routines are 
ed Caps AUL (Downtown) Marthe Errolle ' : din Borge. like the Barry p- | cvdlorful, designed and ‘oduced by 
Jean Parks Orc Orphéum (14) ees ta tan red Miller Ore ' until the Army prints are returned. , aa + tga & oo a as Gana produced by 
op & Sonny | Cab Calloway Or | a ae { Brooks Orwar he he waell ars only at suppel NOAH ruy Martin, 
pda A. A losh Whit ; tkan Distribs have bee f ain- a oe 
onnny Taylor TOLEDO fe he Tees Paul Snarr Ore { ' s ha rs n trying to main Earl Denny’s band provides musi- 
ata . > oh ' ; ain clearances ul ‘ nis 
JACKSONVILLE | a Phil Moore Ore Laszlo Ore . Clearance intil now, but in ‘0 cal accompaniment anc dance inter- 
ls 44 2 q vi 4 ve hy; 2 H > 
Florida (19-22) | matns roiis | Casine Sleme , OR Rin i recent ecks have been obliged to Bisae Beau. . ° ides Shal. 
Jonny Tucker Ba | Barry Wood | Olga Baclanova Hotel Waldorf-A revise outlook on future plans. (MOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
— agian crit rome keg pene | Victor Borge If clearances are reduced, it is an- New Or'eais, Feb. 9 a APP HPASHEHFE4GESESEEO+ 
neon Karzae wrea'& BE Bar: Po : by ’ h : i 
Gakemn tie pe K.. H.. as. pb ticip: ted that « pposition will be en- Laicrence Welk Orch (14) = Ma = N. y. Ni r Il 
Be 18 Mischa Borr Ore | count red from both independent. ‘ite. Jausleys ¢4) Blair & Deon, ; itery 0 owup ; z 
toy edaiey > . " . win le > P 7 j . ry th 
RKO gy: deen ene and chain theatre operators in some Staweu Burn . hy "< " ‘i , PP 
: : jamm ‘ : : 0) mann ) Saturdaus * 
| Ann ae 4 Whishewinds areas. In such instances the distrib | ** a a . mum ) ( ( TECK C44 bieceee 
| (;ayve Dixon P ar . ate . , ae > aiid svnacys _ 
Secs. Sencuns - ee & oh dl may be obliged to pass up or cancel Leon Victor ‘nee Leo Fuchs of the 
te are aw sis . . ° -* ° na 
BOSTON COLUMBLS | Nora Vestoft floyd Heathen contracts Objective, however, in - in 4) Yiddish stage) has shown some im- 
Boston (15) Palace (20-22) oe Copacabana, O | Ted Eddy Ore the event that new clearances have Current jayout mn i nee pene pot) provement in his debut English- 
. ‘ Angel ri j . : S sOocK ler s z oO! rit olring > ‘ ‘ a 
Max & ifis Gang ao - oo | Dixie Roberts “Ses Sink to be set up, will be to avoid hurt- os ko. 1 = a? Se peaking engagement at La Mar- 
4 Ghords MOC HESTER | Patsy Brewster 3 . ap ae bis. ee nage al a in 60-minute show, tinique, N. Y. but generally the co- 
(san Temple (16-18) ow Jean Colvina g theatre operators as far as pos- pad rt ‘ — eo 4 
Aun Corio - | Roland ‘Twins Rudya 1 . Che Welk crew, making its Hrst | median’s shortcomings are still predi- 
Bu a Bubbles i egret Or | Marty Martin Ore lo Rin € at - sible. appearance here, handles the music | cated on his materi i] There’ ome 
Gay 90's Anteieeg se sic ebay Con Rou ; ; Some distribs es "S “e 1 5 : . we OF one vs OF ee nae te Seige ppd apy 5 
CLEVELAND = | Tina Dizon | ick Wiens, Geet. Paes asa sii: fey : ~ of course, are notiend expertly. Leaders “Champagne | new stuff he's doing, and some of the 
Palace (15) | NANA RAN isco |B Bizony Ensemble | joun Rock waod convinced of the value of staggering | Music” has a gypsy-like quality that | more inferior numbers have been cut; 
mery 2 & Claire Golden Gate (14) | ee gen Horseshoe! panny ievins releases bv territories as a means of | revister vell with customers both | but it still remains a long haul before 
rank Paris | Jan Garber Ore treo Renee easing the print shortage. luring the how and at dancing time. |} Victor can justify the original faith 
mad motnet | Nadine Jansen Hienh toes Lo a ie hen the floor is plenty crowded. | ha@ in him by Dario, La Martinique 
mmiy Little l-Rex Webe recs , ane Page a m : ma } ’ ' fm rs ; "43 - 
pty Arts wid oo “jr a Lionel Kaye ineniar Give’ —_— r ie outfit opens ith “Accentuate | boniface. Victor continues to im, 
Ineviteh Boys | Wondos Bros lite —y tat — P ‘al & loss the Positive.” Welk contributes some | prove in personal assurance, but still 
aze Mane n . } ; } . m | . 
Narela a joe fag ty ies Acts mb e fingering of the accordion, pace his turn badly. 
jtecil Lewin Lenny Kent Top turn for response is the Jans-| Otherwise this is a bright bill, 
| Gloria LeRoy Lischeron & Adame | Games — = —'§|leys. a quartet who toss each other mostly holdover, with the spotlight 
ALY anuks te. 8 7 } 43 : . 
arti 4 Chinita Marin about for some nifty acrobatics Act | being focused on the nitery bow of 
Warner Mit Nag et ond Jack Soo JO STAFFORD is expertly presented, and the two| Jo Stafford (New Acts y ‘ss 
weeny + nee I Hackett Gls Songs ’ elie My ‘hee 1° x ih; Samael ea 
| Michael Edwards Prince : ‘ ' lichter members who get. tossed} calist with Tommy Dorsey Car} 
| Mort Machito Ba 136 Minx — a . : | ene ‘3 ~oe py de oF 
t indy - Anal or 54 Mestiatese ~ | 16 Mins. - } about enhance with chatter and|Ravaaza continues to boff ‘em with 
NEW Law Fa Ina Ray Huiton OF | 400 Clob fo Stafford | La Martinique, N. Y. | tricks for solid laughs. his novelty tunes and sock personali- 
aca aeae Oro w eerie cia) Toramy Dorney Ore | Leon Victor | Jo Stafford should go far as a solo Maxine, songstress of the airlanes. | ty, Gil Johnson remains an expert on 
Gunny Rice Roxyettes | Ruddy Rich ait Johnson vocalist. Formerly with Tommy Dor- | has appearance, class and nice pipes | taps and the girls are excellent look- 
ors Wyse Jr Paul Duke sey’s band, Miss Stafford is making | that she employs to advantage on|ers. One’ production number, in 
—— My wa & Lanieg === her nitery debut at La Martinique. special arrangements of “Holiday for | which the Jinegals take turns at spe- 
oa (3 Kdwards Bros revealing a voice whose warmth and | Strings,” “Rum and Coca-Cola” and | cial lyrics kidding the columnists, has 
America's Leading Independent lyrical qualities are topnotch. “Berin the Beguine.” Nets plenty of | its amusing moments. The Songbards, 
petted Miss Stafford needs to be groomed | p-'m pounding. mixed vocal quartet, accomp for 
| d gen better on her chofte of gowns, make- Rajah Raboid keeps the packed | 1 the ensemble numbers in okay fash- 
ndepen ent EDDIE SMITH up and personality salesmanship, but |room guessing with a mind-reading|ion. Ravazza’s band. with the maes- 
7 . ’ » + 
ccteaet Medea ahs these are factors she'll undoubtedly | act that has plenty on the ball. |tro wanding, plays the show neatly, 
Dane - oe) ers s . . Pr cn ‘ ; 
Me 9 a0 s:0m SOT Sisaaw 1 mre: eer ome as she goes along. Right now | Stanlev Burns and _ his dummyjand Sacasas is terrif on the Latin 
NEW YORK CITY | Ann Brewster road ay -— 4 eee tae Satertn sR. otoes...Willie are just so-so. Burns | dance music. Kahin. 
Music Hall (15) |} Gontales Duo New York but vine re Isnt any personality void it ries hard, but ts handicapped ovy aa . ones tee es 
Jane Deering | Morey @ Maton . nat cunt be counteracted by proper | medioc re material. : ; 
arolina Segrera June & Martin | © audience appreciation. A few more The room duo ef Blair andj¢ Dick and Gene Wesson, back in tne 
ll & Cora Baird HAKTFORD i - snthusiastic ee ha . : ’ : | States after a long tour overseas, are 
Zarco & Beryl State (16-18) enthusiastic responses, like the one | Dean missed opening show because | 47 oe Mit. tate ended ona 
Los Andrinis | frankie Carle Ore Hasvana-Madrid Sacases she got opening night, should do the of transportation difficulties ii amusing Ws } New variec mimi- 
Roxy (14) r Pitchmen it Williams (3) Carl Maveavza Ore trick . liu: cries at the Cotillion Room of the 
Milton Barts Lathrop & Lee | Sonny King Latin Suserter e ungeter. « . wii! ie Hotel Pierre, N. Y. Their best still 
Connie Russell | HOLYOKE 1A, J~ Cantu Billy Vine ' he. owt youn ; oo has nod rich seems to be the takeoffs on ie 
Slayman Ali Tr Vallew Arena (18) Amanda Williams Maazone-Abbott D sues qua iy markec by excellent a R evelte b Saar Si 1 pe ~ 
3 Rockets | Tud & Hudson rhe Duanos Gloria Gilbert phrasing. Her forte seems to be bal- | Marine Room. (Chi | Roosevelts, but its in good taste by 
Paul Ash Ore _ fod & Lewis “. Varela Bd milie Ardett iJads, but she can lilt a rhythm tune | (ENGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) | nature of their apology preluding the 
damah ais | fap mecn Motel Ambesead Be etrbers | as well. She's somewhat plumpish, Chi Fet be orm 
amaic he v h-0% totel Ambassador ob Douglas — ' ; eg *hicage ‘eb. 2 ancy . - ¢ 
Bon vr 18) Tap Room (15-17%) Po mctameuest <1 Merete & Late /but that doesn’t diminish her im- | , : do, 2 Nancy Donovan, soprano, has a 
y ifen George loss .ouis { : | ov : - Paul Sudell & Spotty, 3 Glenns, | thin voice. but she yoes over well 
& J Hutton | Stearns & Jouis Jules Lande Ore Hudson Wonders portance on a floor. However, it Russell & Renee Doroths Hild : PP wate a fe Sr 
our Creedons |N Flynn & Pepin Hotel Astor Ben Dova would be best if she were to wear | Dancers (10) Adela fleasee Emil | | with routine that’s notable for the 
Seeumaen aoe 1 ae cone 1 A cing a Bundy Glass e Orc extremely conservative gowns. The | Vaidas Orch (15) with Trudy | more classical type of numbers. Her 
e n ver i , on erry rc ‘ ne Vie ' 4 « »} rac ay sa4i 1 — 
BALTIMORE pyrene oe.’ 2) Hotel Belmont Joze Perez Or: ones she wore at the premiere were Marsh George Devron and Ma rshail ( noices may be questionable for a 
Hippodrome (15) | Chapelle & Hannon Plaza Le Ruban Bleu | not in proper taste Kahn. Gill: $3-$3.50 minimum nitery, singer doing such tunes as 
E Warroll’s Vanities} Connie Boswell . Marty Drake Thelma Carpentet & Mitel we . ‘Donkey Serenade,” which has been 
ceotio Wit Rad pow veers | Date B Imont ries cong a od ° a done to death: “Swanee River.” an 
1 ‘ Sop eticate Po ale ‘ ne ‘ oya ‘eEere bie > r bs + re 
fhe Ink ieete | Fuller's +e Artint & Consuelo Cedric Wallace 8 D ROCKETS Results of Mai me Rooin’s policy of | lrish folk song, “Ave Maria’ and “The 
Sister Tharpe NEWARK Paxton geen & Eddie's |< otin j not laying out big moola for heavy- | Trolley Song.” Miss Donovan's win- 
gales Cooper Adams (15) | Payson Re Ore | Wdelie Davis ee ns. : draw shows aren't too discouraging, | some,]rish personality (and gorgeous 
gy eg | Count Basie Or |X ll lat | Bob Wayne | Roxy, ie © if payees’ reactions to this one are|red hair) are conducive to big ap- 
: 5- | Pa arson ’ an | . , is ian Tn bet ‘ er f “ay ar nate rus netr hu Adala ; . - ae 4 P 
Lane & Love Hirde | Pups é a4 , loan Hyldoft | py core ied The sepia trio impresses with pre- | #y barometer. Organ music by Ade la | plause, regardless. Jean Hunier and 
Karole Singer | Shorts avis | Ann Warren | Wilson Sis cise executions of well-designed rou- | Clausen for dinner with emphasis! Luis Arnold ‘New Acts) are the 
Jim Husson | NOREOLK | Randy Stewart | Sherty Britton tines. Group employs a minimum of on schmaltzy dansapation, and we il- how’s only other act. Stanley Me!l- 
(18-21) | : Center (15) hddy Rogers Ore | Toto & Martha | acrobatic to put themselves across, draped chorus routines ‘and lot of| ba’s orch plays for the show and 
lim Stewart Stan Kramer to Hotel Commodore Art Waner Or them) bv Dorothy Hild Dancer: e | K 
-alermo’s Dogs | tteaten Sr & 3c ifal MeIntyre | Monte: P arte relying. instead, on tap patterns. — y Vy ance) \ t dancing. ahn 
——— BROOK | Pegey Taylor | kturh Gaylor | 1) Gaspa ure ligh spot is their unison terps in shel type layout they like and get at oe 
rook (17-18) | Jack Pepper Hotel Dixte | Suzanne fa et close formation, in whic hey ; this spot. 
14a a Fe s rmation, ich they ap- , ' ‘ : ; on 
seg Duo PATERSON Don Bake r ore | Alb o Ore pear as one dancer W hen mn A Chorus. cleverly spotte d by Miss George Trapps is making a return 
Rob owe Majestic (15-18) | Hotel Edison Octien's Past Bios os Hild over the big floor to make io New York, at the Persian Room of 
obby Herman 12 Olympics | Ray Wferbeck (Brooklyn) full face 7% Se " the Plaza hotel. after a long absence 
Kathryn Hoyt | Jim Penman Co Essex House rhe Suus Dressed in pastel-shaded suits (not |“C°¢™ like there's more than 10 of | the = oS. OO sae ‘ 
(One to fill) | Josie Thorpe ‘ald Stern Ore Jimmy O'’Bries zooted) give them a class appear- them, kickoff in evening garb. corry- | {rom Gotham, and for the 25 minutes 
. CAMDEN 3 Little Sis | Bu inty Pendleton Hilly Griffith b ~ i 21\ Bae age? th ake ‘ Ste a ing huge muffs which turn into li ie- he’s on, the dark-haired hoofer is 
_ . ance whnien bien Wi Ss 2 0 : ’ ° 
me i 18) ns Reha z Rm —— will W a ines } t pod ize tophatted beaux as Trudy Ma giving ‘em plenty of class stepping. 
} ” oreeyv i! Singer idgets | a a . 1 Tk. 7 an >] so “Ge 
‘ nina ewer Eleanor Mowers rapu haua Mousie Powell Bd ree bi i's os: Pg = a. Yo 4 Ts "| Tapps Lape per® ee mug ra ay os 
ean PAWTUCKET i ali na Old RNetomantan 2 —— . P Number, whic rates big, cou be | sor 4 D 1e€ ons, J } 
> Gordon's Dogs | Capitol (18) | Maile fan Bart JEAN HUNTER and LUIS ARNOLD yjec-versaed with line’s closer classical to the modern  hoofing, 
ost’s Mimic Men | Stearns _ Louis | Mokihana Olea Wovtora Ballroom Danein cvney . - Gre | wi come ) 7 Ss 
CHICAGO Fis AA. eneht home Ore vy ivpsy turn complete with carMpfire,| with some comedy stuff thrown in 
| mn ¢ pin ” ‘ ‘ i } . ” i¢ . + av 
ntown (15) | PHID \DELPHIA | Hotel Lineain Lynn & Bone cee. — tambourines and “Gypsy Airs” from|for good measure. Boff all the way. 
Sw'thearts Rhythm Carman «15) Coun Sie re Shitley Barron Bd Hotel Pie: re, N. ¥. George Devron’'s fiddle. for better He's on only for dinner. 
ese Pa Jans & Lawlor Motel New Varker bie tue Porte Cove Jean Hunter end Luis Arnold have 1 iis. Otherwise, Celeste Holm is still 
Jac ie tee ed a > Dita roo ee shes a sere Seen | grace a nd looks, yut their routines Three standard vaude acts—Three |socking over her special-material 
ELIZABETH | PROVIDENCE — | iiliby Pen rson Clark's Hawalians | @t to!s catching weren't sufficiently G'enns’ intricate balancing, Paul Sy- numbers for the supper show only, 
, Liberty (15-18) | Metropolit'n (16-18) | Mary Jaue Yeo Harve Greee | s ‘aried Did mostly slow numbers dell & Spotty (plus thimble-size ca- doubling from “Bloomer Girl.” 
ons rank Marlow iClem Bellin o derry Wald. Ore | #reshmen 4 Lifts are UNG SLUG AVE, Kahn. ine, addition to the act, brought an | ; o« Kahn. 
. ° * “es *» 4 ‘eee ** - os ° e . hie - : ple. 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 16 


Numerals tp connection witb bills below indicate opening day of show. 


ars ‘Trio 


Betty Green 
orn Kobblere 


Florette Gilbert 


Sig Bchatz Ore Mara Kim 
Romanian Village | Joe De Carlo Ore 
Jennie Goldstein Versailles 


Car] Brisson 
Vera Holly 
Copsey & Ayers 
Bob Hopkins 
Bob Kennedy 
Marian Niles 


| Vera Niva 
| Henry Berman 
Walton Dancers 
Jacobson Ore 
Stork Club 
| Morales Orc 


Wedgwood Room. N. Y. 
(HOTEL WALDORF-ASTORIA) 


The Barrys, Victor Borge. 
Reisman Orch, Mischa Borr’s Rhum- 













































































































































































Leo. 


Night Club Reviews 


for a bow), and Russell & Renee, 
trampolinists—round out the show, 

Miss Marsh and Marshall Gill con- 
tribute cleancut vocals during dance 
intermissions, and Emil Vandas’ orch 
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Park’ Record High, Show 7G Ist 4 
‘Hope’ $11,800 in 6, ‘Overtons’ 86 In 
7, ‘Jones’ Up to 24146 in Windup 


Broadway was quite spotty last ; subse) iptions out this week anc 
week. some shows improving while | count should jump. th week) 
others dropped at the boxoffice “Snafu Biltmore (16th et < 
: . F rm ove e2R lar oC) } ! we 
Reaso! luded publicity giver C-926; $5.60) Vel I ni ty easepeereohe ean 

} ‘ “j 1 athe floo but riousiy ilign upstairs 
coal shot most frigid weathe 

, 0 ¥ , (ater 1 Ce ’ i $9.000, okay both ways 

ore 1 20 years atel ; yet “ ape 

‘ i. </.. -i ‘ } " “Soldier's Wife, Joh Groiade 
ate ; : - =~ ; (CD-789: $3.60). Perke 
. : : f Pete n s arouna $¥9,0U0U 
ry " > 1s or arTrinet J ‘ ‘ b 
] l Cadal Y NOUSsE 

We p $6,000 in its | aa ~ . Ramen 

4] eeral ~ { n } “Song of Norway,” Imperial (251 

shoei + Parcs Pan - (O-1,427; $6). Has bee 

924.000 ' cs lag : gs ‘em up most performance 
nie ae ypening six months ago a 

90U.0U S xt Aue ' e on the summer card: $41,000 

ns » “Ten Little Indians,” Plymout 

n ea me oY wee] (D-1,075; $3.60). Ar 
- —— Tuesaa; other show that should be here 

Three arrivals last week: Chances al weather: meller getting ove 
of “One Man Show” were indicated | $12,500 
t ye variable by a dividea pres “The Hasty Heart,” Hudson (6t! 

ame yi? fe “Hope for the Best veek) (D-1.094: $3.60). Doing very 
which got fairly good money, but) well though not up to expected ca- 
“The Overtons” appears to be dis- | pacity; rated well at around $13,500. 
ti y doubtful “The Overtons,” Booth (1st week) 

. iC -719 260) f Ys ‘rse no- 
Estimates for Las‘ Week CD-712; $3.60 rh a ise ; . 
] | tice uS] ‘SS Vv SAK: "t > arouna 

Key C (Comedy), D (Drama),| oor> — plsaragy P rated aro 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), | 58,000 ghee ast Fie D-865 

on *# ae oe . aV use { re) 
MN 11), O (Operetta) The 8S ranger, ay hous¢ 

“4 Bell for Adano,” Cort (10t $3.60 ) Presented DY ohepara 
\ | (D-1.064: $4.20). Great bell | Traube; written by Leslie Reade; 
that rocks # house at finale wil nelodrama opened Monday (12) 

é ( AS ic : c < V A oon ee t re ” _” 

: he rurtle, 
ring for long while; $22,000, all it can ; The Voice of ys i ne 

‘ lorosco (53d week) (C-986; $4.20) 
et Anna Lucasta.” Mansfield (24t Missed both a perfot vo S 

: : ; a.” Sean 3 ie, agail Florence Rice, who subbea 
week) (D-1,041; $3.60). Cleaning Bee ram laa indianasead 
up, too: gross close to $20,500, stand- |)”, y kak hy a —_ 

E t1LL©e ac *adl, @ ® ° 
ees for colored cast drama “Trio " "Meleacs (7th week) (D 

Bloomer Gir eens ot te | 1,977; $3.60). With theatre problems 

week) (M-1,382; $5.40). One of t | settled drama took some extra-space 
will count of $33,500." plenty well) ads and is expected to make the 
with count of $33,500. srade: around $10.000. 

“Dear Ruth,” Miller (9th week) “Up in Central Park,” Century 
(C-940; $4.20). Readying a company | 9d week) (O-1.713: $6) Newest 
fo Chicago after selling picture ‘licker aimed fo. cleat up: ap- 
rights for enormous money proached $50,000, new legit high in 


“Follow the Girls,” 44th 
(44th week) (M-1,462: $4.80) 
musical traveling at 


Street | eight 
Sturdy 


times. 


REVIVAL 


excellent clip “The Tempest,” Alvin (3d week) 

and aimed through the summer; $31.- | (D-1,331; $3.60). Doing so well that 
090 estimated it will probably move when “Mucl 

“Good Night, Ladies,” Royale (4t] Ado About Love” is ready: Shake- 
week) (F-1,084: $3.60). May catch |speare backgrounded with music 
on, but to date not comparable with | over $24,500 
Chicago; got more than _ $106,000 aT 
which was promising improvement. | ¢ ’ 

“Hope fer the Best,” Fulton (lst MOON $24,000 
week) (C-946; $3.60). Press not so 


good: business not comparable to 
tryout takings; first six times quoted‘ 
at $11,800 

“Harvey,” 48th Street (14th week) 
(C-923:; $4.20). One of the 10 big hits 
of season, all of ’em cleaning up; 
around $19,000. 


IN WEEK AT WASH 


Washington, Feb. 13. 
“Dark of the Moon” in eight per- 
formances, under sponsorship of the 
American Theatre Society, grossed 
estimated $24,000 at the National 


“Hats Off to Ice,” Cente: (34gh | theatre last week. Play was slugged 
week) (R-2,994; $1.98). Improved | by two critics, chiefly because of the 
lately and likely to run well into | “rape” of a woman, and the Wash- 


spring: up to $28,500 last week. ington Times-Herald slugged it as 

“I Remember Mama,” Music Box | the most daring thing ever put upon 
(7th week) (CD-979; $4.20). Com-|a stage. This scene was eliminated 
edy drama of distinction and one of | in the rewriting. 


prize-play candidates; $21,500, all it} Mae West will come in with 
can get. |“Catherine Was Great” to a moun- 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” tain of mail orders, and a brisk win- 
Beck (48th week) (C-1,214: $3%0). | dow sale is anticipated. Last time 


When this hit reaches the year mark | Miss West played here her play was 
it will take to the road; still doing | Stopped. after_one performance at 
.well enough; around $15,000. sta oe Drama was “The Con- 
“Kiss and Tell,” Bij -eek) | Stant Sinner.” 
(C-614: $3.60). Bit a ae | Tallulah Bankhead will have a 
ing some money and now slated into | “society” opening when she arrives 
warm weather: $9,000. | here with the new Philip Barry play. 
“Laffing Room Only,” Winter Gar- | “Foolish Notion.” Parties are being 
den (7th week) (R-1,522: $6). Start- | ™84nized in_ the Senate and House, 
ed as one of the best grossers on the | where the Bankheads are well re- 
list hut has plenty of camnetition: | membered. Her uncle is now the 


c baw. ean Inhama 
slipped last week to around $37.090. abe Sceiontag 


“Lady Says Yes,” Broadhurst (5th ‘Widow’ Hit by Storm 
n 





week) (M-1,160; $4.80). Bit better 
than previous week, gross being es- 


timated at better than $19,000. But Big 11G in N. H. 
a“ George Apley,” Lyceum | New Haven, Feb. 13. 

— week) (C-993; $4.20). Varies! “Merry Widow” battled blizzard 
es y on the upper shelf and the here that cost boxoffice an estimated 
oxes; otherwise, capacity and not | $1.000. Despite storm. three-day 


far from $18,000. stand at Shubert (8-10) snared an 
“Life With Father,” Empire (27ist | estimated $11,000 plus, at $3.60 tops: 

week) (C-1,082; $3.60). Holds to | very big. 

fairly g00d money despite the load| Current weekend gets Mae West 

of newer hits; quoted over $10,000. | in “Catherine Was Great” (15-17). 
Mexican Hayride,” Majestic (54th | Break-in of “Much Ado About 

week) (M-1,695; $6). Not much | Love.” previously set for Feb. 22-24, 

change in pace here, which has been | has been cancelled. Only other show 

offish: rated bit under $25,000, which | booked is “Bill Comes Back” (March 

may be even break. 8-10). 

‘s ey . James (97th SSUES 

# week) (M-1,529: $4.80). Next sea- ‘Vy; ? j 

son people will still be hearing Victory 40G Pitt 
‘People Will Say We're in Love” in . : 

the same theatre; same probably will Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 

be : version 


Fact that 


true for longer time: $31.000 , screen had a 
every week, month's run here only a short time 
“One Man Show,” Barrymore (1st azo didn’t hurt “Winged Victory” 
week ) (C-1,086: $3.60). Drew Stase production more than slightly 
sharply divided press but a majority Army Air Force show played to 


of notices 


were enthusiastic: ap- Virtual capacity in the first week of 
proximated $7,500 in first four per- @ fortnight’s engagement at the 
formances. : Nixon, running up a gross of around 

“On the Town,” Adelphi (7th $40,000. Top was $4.20 but a big! 
week) (M-1,536; $5.40). Among the block of orchestra seats on opening 
top grossers and should clean up: night went for $12 under sponsor- 


rated around $39,000 last week. 

“School for Brides,” Ambassador 
(28th week) (C-1,117; $3.60). Faring 
well enough for stayer, rated around 
$9,000 last week. | 

“Seven Lively Arts,” Ziegfeld | 
(10th week) (R-1,626; $6). Led the “Good Night, Ladies,” limped to a 
list until “Central Park” arrived but sorry $8,000 last week in the 1,300- 
is in the “place” position with well | seat Cox at $3 top. Notices were also 
over $45,000 quoted. sorry. Same show, but with a cast 

“Sing Out Sweet Land,” Interna- , of names, tugged a hefty $16,000 here 
tional (7th week) (M-1,350; $4.80). last season during Holy Week. 
Around $23,000 last week, fairly Cox has “A Doll’s House” 
strong for this musical: parties and week at $3 ton. 


ship of a civilian committee which 
practically took over the preem. 


‘Ladies’ 8G, Cincy 


Cincinnati. Feb. 13. 





this 


~ 


‘Kiss’ Return $15,000 
For Solid Indpls. Bis 


| Indianapolis, Feb. 18. 

| “Kiss and Tell,” playing a retyrn 
‘ngagement at the English (1,500) 
Feb. 5-10, took a solid $14,000 at a 
$3 top. Season here now lapses until 
“Harriet,” Feb, 22-24, with house al- 
! practically a sellout on mail 
orders alone. 

Rosalinda,” 


e 
? 
] 
eady 


added this 


week fo. 


Match 8-10, is i&th attraction booked 
for the English this season, giving it 
the longest string in 15 years. Most 
offerings 


have been well supported 


Notion’ Great 246 
otion Great 24, 
sTy 9 1/ 
Ring 4!56, Hub 
/2% 
Boston, Feb. 13 
k | Notion” and “The Clover 
R @opened last week in the Hub 
the former under Guild Auspices at 
he Colonial and a complete sellout 
fro the kickoff, the latter at the 
Plwmouth and pretty much of a 
washout as a biz getter despite the 
pe il draw of Philip Merivale 
Catherine Was Great” wound up | 
third week in the big money an 
‘Signature!” wound up its secona 
mping but game All shows 
the blizzard, which all 


were hit by 


ut paralyzed the city for three days 
beginning Thursday (8), but a the 
two money shows had large ad- 
van and a quick biz at the win- 
oO the storm didn't affect their 
au ss too severely 
“Foolish Notion” drew rave no- 
tice ‘The Clover Ring” got hit 
pretty hard and folded in Boston on 
Saturday night (10) after only seven 
performances. Haila Stoddard, pro- |} 
ducer, gagged that she was calling | 
é show “The Teething Ring,” and 
further producing ventures 
T! week's opener was “The 
Merry Widow,” a return engage- | 
nent following the big success it 
had at the Shubert. Comes into the | 
Opera House for three weeks Next 
Dark of the Moon,” Theaire 
Guild bill at the Shubert Feb. 19; 
then “Much Ado About Love.” at 
the Colonial Feb. 23; “The Deep 
Mrs. Sykes,” Wilbur, Feb. 27; ‘Calico 
Wedding,” Plymouth, March 5, and 
“A Place of Our Own,” Wilbur, | 
March 12. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Catherine Was Great,” Shubert 
(4.500: $3). Strong $19,000 on third 
veek estimated in spite of blizzard. 

“Clover Ring,” Plymouth (1,300; 
$3). Opened Tuesday (6) to luke- 
val greeting in the press and did 
what biz it got on Merivala’g name 
dra Blizzard also hurt with esti- 
nated $4,500 in seven performances. } 
Closed Feb. °10. 

“Foolish Notion,” Colonial (1.590: 
$3.60) Tallulah Bankhead show 


caught great notices, and with Guild- 
Theatre Society support was 
all week, a blizzard notwithstanding: 


$24,000 estimated. Final week cur- 
rent. 

“Signature!”’, Wilbur (1,200: $3). 
Hurt by weather and cool notices 


with blizzard counting out the three 
final days for a slight $4,000, éight 
performances, 


HERBERT'S ‘KEEPS’ 





BOOKED FOR BRAZIL 


Hclivwood, Feb. 13 
F. Hugh Herbert’s comedy, “For 
Keeps.” will be first of series of 
plays going to Brazil, following suc- 
cess of John van Druten’s “Voice of 
the Turtle” there. 


Play is now being translated into | 


Portuguese for production in Rio de 
Janeiro, Herbert’s “Kiss and Tell” 
will follow it. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“A Place of Our Own"—John 
Golden. 

“Uncle Sugar’—John H. Moses, 
| Mark Hanna, 
| “It's a Gift”—Goval, 
| “Bill Comes Back”’—John Golden. 


“The Deep Mrs. Sykes”—Stanley 
Gilkey, Barbara Payne. 


“Much Ado About Love”’—Max 
Gordon. 
“Happily Ever After’ — Barney 


Klawans, Vic Payne-Jennings. 


Engagements 


Happy Felton, Helen Twelvetrees; 

‘Nightshift.” 

Michael Strong, Marjorie Peter- 
| son; “It’s a Gift.” 

Richard Widmark, Jayne 





Cotter, 


| Judy Holliday, Robert Allen, Vir- 
| ginia Kaye; “Uncle Sugar.” 
Jean Dixon, Neil Hamilton, 


Richard Martin; “Deep Mrs. Sykes.” 
Victor Jory, Judith Evelyn, John 


Clubly, Sara Floyd, Florida Friebus, | 


| Edwin Redding, Patsy O'Shea, Wil- 
liam J. Kelly, Paul Porter, Jr., 
Phoebe Foster; “Bill Comes Back.” 


; critical and 
i reported as having the worst open- 
SRO | 





‘‘Doll’s House’ Neat 
£16,000 in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Feb. 13 
“A Doll's House,” 
Lederer, Dale Melbourne, H 





Warner, Jane Darwell and Lyle Tal- 
| bot in the top roles, closed a suc-| 
cessful one-week stand at the 
Americal theatre Saturda (10) 
Nit perrormances were pic<2en eda 
and the approximate gross was $16.- 
000. The 1.700-seat house was scaled 
to $3.05 

George Abbott's “Kiss and Tell” | 
started i ele nt-nignt stand al the 
| America Sunday 11) House 
scaled to $3.05 and a hefty advance 
ha pec! nade 


WIND’ SOCKO 


$7200, PHILLY :=.: 


P iad¢ Ip! la, Feb. 13 
Pau local legit offerings, 
which came about suddenly afte 
nearly. five months when the four 


playhouses were almost 
booked and _ lighted, 


regular local 
continuously 





| follows 


| “Merry 


Weather Dents Chi; ‘Indians’ $15,500, 
Harriet’ 216, ‘Widow’ 356, ‘21’ 9G 


Chicago, Feb. 13 
What losses there were at the box- 
offices last week were blamed on a 
couple of days of bad weathe: 
| Brownout hasn't affected the grosse 
as yet, company managers say. Cus- 


with Francis !'tomers flocked to the Civic Opera o: 
B 


the fourth and last week of the New 
Opera’s “Merry Widow,” 
closing receipts to $35,000 


bringing 
Cancella 


| 


tion of “La Vie Pai nne”’” leave 
the house dark until Feb. 26. whe 
Blossom T ¢ come | for thi 

veeks 


“Over 21,” scheduled to open Mon- 
day (5), did not until the fol- 
lowing 1 I iue to scenery not al 
riving on time Rut Gordon, star of 

e 


4] 
i! 


open 


sho announcing her retire- 


lment from the tage at the end of 
this €ngagement 
Estimates for 
“Chicken 
1S one (3d 


| weather h 


Last Week 
Sunday, Black- 
(1,200: $3) Bad 
slipped to $14,000 
Menagerie,” Civic (7th 
(900: $3.60 Advertising last 
despite near-capacity receipts 


Every 
week) 
urt take: 


~ 


“Glass 
week ) 


“Harriet,” Erlanger week) 

Next to ] t week 
$21,000 “Searching Wind” 
Ot) Feb 20 


fe re 


aie 


(4th 
$3.60) ast 


o val 
ROOG 


1 500 
very 
ope ne 
Widow,” Civic Opera 
House (4th week) (3,600; $3.60). Rush 
to boxoffice last week. Show 
closed Sat pulled big $35,000. 


On 


(10), 


“Over 21,” Studebaker (ist week) 
| (1,400; $3) Lost one performance 
fue to accident First seven per- 
formances garnered $9,000 

“Ten Little Indians.” Harris (14th 
we ek) (1,000: $3) Off a little, but 
not mucl Got $15,500 

“Voice of the Turtle,” Selwyn (19th 
week) (1,000; $3) Sellout $20,600 


‘OKLA!’ 1416 ADVANCE, 
806 RETURNED, DET. 


Detroit, Feb. 13 
Four days beforé “Oklahoma!” was 
scheduled to open here at the Cass, 
$80,000 in checks were bouncing back 
to disappointed theatregoers. It also 


does not count in the would-be fans 
who got into the long boxoffice 
queues to discover that the four 
i wecks had been sold out far in ad- 


seems likely to abate during rest of 
this month = an March although 
| there are still some blank dates 
With the Shubert relighting last 
night (12th) after a week's darkness 
iwith “One Touch of Venus,” Philly 
| has three legiters again this week, 
other pair being “Searching Wind” 
|at the Forrest and “Come Be My 
|} Love” at the Locust both in thei! 
final week Last-named didn't open 
until Thur; thus getting only a 
ne-day 
Next week finds a new one at the 
Locust in “Calico Wedding,” which, 
however. not a local preem, hav- 
ing a previous break-in in Wilminge 
ton On the 26th, the Walnut re-/! 
lights, after a solid month of dark- 
ness, with “Happily Ever After” a 
}new comedy with the Gene Lock- 
| harts, listed for two weeks, and on 
that date, too, the Forrest (after 
| being dark a week) gets “Winged 
| Victory,” big Moss Hart army show 
which reaches here way after film, 
but is definitely set for a four weeks’ 
stay with a $4.34 top Only other 
stated booking is a return of “The 
Merry Widow Shuberts’ revival), 


Shubert on March. 5. 


this time to the 
: the 


It was a near-sellout at 
last fall. 

The Mask and 
(U. of P. outfit’s 
wonderful 


Wig Club’s show 
annual musical) got 
breaks, both advance, 
second-thought. but is 


ing night a Wiggers’ show has had 


here in some time. This is no re- 
flection on show (‘Hep to the Beat”) 
but undoubtedly due to fact that 


last year club gave only three per- 
formances—out on the college 
campus—and that advance advertis- 
ing campaign was also curtailed this 


time. Biz built steadily at the indie 
Erlanger. however, and, figuring 


high seale ($4.50 top), “Hep” prob- 





ably netted club some profit. There 
is no tour this year. 
“The Searching Wind” won su- 


perior notices, a couple of them 
| raves, in its opening last Monday at 
the Forrest and did a steady and 
highly satisfactory $22,000 on tne 
week. “Come Be My Love,” after 
its Thursday opening, reaped a 
doubtful crop of notices, with at 


least two slams, one half-way and 
only one (the local tab) really fa- 
vorable. However, number of mar- 
quee names helped “Come Be My 
Love” get $5,000 in its four per- 
formances at the Locust with a sur- 


prisingly good advance sale listed 
for this—its final—week. Work of 
players, led by Walter Hampden, 


was given much greater praise than 
play itself. : 

“One Touch of Venus,” which 1s 
in for three weeks at the Shubert 
following its last night’s debut, re- 
ported one of the biggest advances 
of the year outside of Rose’s “Seven 
Lively Arts.” “Venus” is first musi- 
cal show to 
with established Broadway rep. All 
the rest have been tryouts and four 
of them started making their reps 
here. ; 


30G for L.A. Stand 


Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 


Boxoffice coin registered 





| pulled in during the preceding seven 

days. “Othello” did another sellout 
; at the Biltmore on the third and final 
| stanza with $30,000. Show pulled 
, $90,000 on the three weeks and, it 
| was estimated, over 40.000 would-be 

ticket buyers wére turned away. Ken 
Murray's “Blackouts of 1945” kept up 
|its pace of $14,800 on the 137th week 
| at El Capitan. 

“Maid in the Ozarks” hit anéther 
$9,500 for the 18th session at the Bel- 
asco, and “Honey in the Hay” at the 
Musart dropped slightly to $3,800 for 
its seventh stanza. 


Forrest | 





come here this season | 


little | 
| change last week from the lush moola 





vance of the opening 

The advance sale put $141,000 in 
the coffers a week in advance of the 
“Oklahoma!” appearance here. Mail 
orders heavy that 8,000 of 
them had to be returned with the 
checks, averaging $10 apiece. 

Re@eipts would have been higher 
for the four weeks except that the 
first two weeks were reserved for 
Theatre Guild subscribers, which 
meant upward of 5,000 seats going 
with a 20° markdown from the $4.20 
top. 

Dipping back into town, Katherine 
Dunham's “Tropical Revue” garnered 
estimated $16,000 at the Cass last 
week. It was taken over by the La- 
fayette. With the entire four weeks 
sold out, “Oklahoma!” moved into the 
Cass Monday. 

Henry Dufty’s “Merry-Go-Round- 


were sO 


ers” sagged to $7,100 in its third 
week at the Lafayette, and was 
closed. “Tons of Fun” followed up 


its first week's $12,800 with $12,000 
at the Wilson. It continues for an- 
other two. 


Landi-‘Candida’ 
OK $7,800, Toronto 


Toronto, Feb, 13. 

Elissa Landi in Shaw’s “Candida” 
grossed a very satisfactory $7,800 at 
the Royal Alexandra with 1,525- 
seater scaled at a light $2.40 top. 
Weather was bad all week. 

Supporting Miss Landi were Bra 
Nossen, Richard Hylton, and A. P. 
— Directed by Alexander Kirk- 
anda. 





G-S $9,600, K. C. 


Kansas *City, Feb. 13. 

The Gilbert & Sullivan Opera Co. 
drew okay notices from the crix here 
and grossed an estimated $9,600 for 
four performances in the 2,572-seat 
Music Hall of the Municipal Audi- 
torium last weekend (8-10). 
Top for the bills, which included 
“The Mikado,” “Trial By Jury,” “H. 
{. S. Pinafore” and “Pirates of 
Penzance,” was $3 for nights and 
$2.50 for a matinee. 


Veloz-Yolanda 10G, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 

Veloz & Yolanda drew virtually 
capacity, $10,000, in two nights and a 
matinee at the 2,100-seat Lyceum. 
Top was $3 

“Ramshackle Inn” is current, with 
“Merry Widow” and “Kiss and Tell” 
to follow. 





‘Widow’ 27G, Seattle 
Seattle, Feb. 13., 
“Merry Widow” at the Metropoil- 
tan in nine days grossed swell 
$27,000. The 1,500-seater was scaled 
from $3.25. 
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2 G&S ‘Pinafores’ Loom for Bway. 
In Spring; Davis Drops Swing Version 





Possibility of two versions of Gil-¢ 
pert and Sullivan’s “H. M. S. Pina- 
fore’ competing on Broadway this 
Spring looms as resuli of series of 
strange circumstances last week. 
Producer Meyer Davis, reported in 
press for months as working on a 
swing version of “Pinafore” with 
musie and lyrics by Don Walker and 
Clay Warnick and book by Albert 
Barker, was suddenly announced as 
ussociate producer with Max Gordon | 
in a straight-music version to new | 
book by George S. Kaufman, with | 
the swing version dropped from his | 

} 
} 
| 
| 





schedule 

Kaufman is reported to have seen 
Davis last week to inform him that 
he (Kaufman), unaware till then 
of Davis’ proposed production, had 
written a “Pinafore” version which 
Max Gordon was to produce in May 
with Victor Moore and William 
Gaxton in lead roles. Whereupon | 
Davis dropped the swing version | 


plans and went in with Gordon on 


the Kaufman version. 

According to Davis, who confirmed 
his long-time interest in a swing 
“Pinafore,’ when Kaufman notified | 
him last week about the Gordon 
production, Davis felt two “Pina- 


fores” coming into Broadway about 
the same time, even though dissimi- 
lar, would be inadvisable Davis 
confirmed Kaufman's visit, made t 
him in friendly spirit, as well as his 
intentions to drop the swing version | 
to go in with Gordon. 
Authors of the swing version 
elaim another angle to story. Walker 
states that Davis saw them last week 
after the Kaufman visit to announce 
dropping his long standing plans on 
their version, and admitted then that 
he had approached Kaufman about 
four months ago to do a book to the 
Walker-Warnick music. When Kauf- | 
man refused, Walker got Barker in| 
to do a book. Authors claim they're | 
victims of a run-around. Contracts, 
they say, were prepared by attorney 
Howard Reinheimer and were to be 
signed next day by Davis, when he 
sprung his surprise on them instead. 
Authors advise they already have! 
another producer interested in stag- 
ing their swing version in the spring 
If this falls through, they have two 
film offers their work. 
Davis said he had vague 
tion asking Franklin P 
ago to write a book 
“Pinafore” but doesn't 
asking Kaufman. Kaufman denies 
being asked by Davis, stating he 
didn’t know about Davis’ swing 
plans till reading them in Jast week's 
“Variety.” Being friend of Davis, 
he thought he ought to advise him of 
the Gordon plans. Kaufmah saw no} 
reason why both versions couldn't be 
produced, so Jong as not in the same | 





on 
recollec- 
Adams 
for a 
recall | 


of 
months 


swing 


week, but says Davis stated under 
the circumstances he'd better drop 
the swing version. 


Kaufman also states his ‘Pinafore’ 
version is a complete independent | 
idea of his own, which he got about 
two months ago, and will be com- 
pleted by this weekend. Kaufman's | 

; jon titted “Hallewaad Pinafore.” 
utilizes the “Pinafore” music in toto, | 
straight, with story locale and period, | 
and: lyrics, changed, “It's broadly 
comparable to what Hammerstein 
did with ‘Carmen Jones’,” said Kauf- 
man. The Walker-Warnick-Barker | 
version, titled “Send Me A Sailor,” | 
is a musical built around “Pinafore,” | 


wherein first act of “Pinafore” ap-| 

~ . - 7 | 
pears as one of “Sailor's” scenes, but 
that’s all. Version has fou original | 


Songs in it 


2 ‘Bats’ for Pittsburgh | 


Pittsburgh. Feb. 13 
booking will give 
productions of the 
operetta, “Die Fle- 

dermaus,” within just a few days of 

each other. Although New Opera 

Co. production ‘called “Rosalinda”) 

had been announced earlier in yeai 

for Nixon this season. it wasn't defi 


Coincidental 
Pittsburgh two 
Johann Strauss 


nite and no date had been set when 
Pittsburgh Opera Society picked 
“The Bat” for one of its two annual 


productions, Local organization 
Was already in rehearsal. with cast 
Set, for a performance Feb. 15 ‘this 


Thursday night) when New Opera! 
people got the week of Feb. 19 at 
the Nixon. Jnderstood that = an- 


Nnouncement of touring attraction | 
cut in heavily on advance sale for} 
Opera Society. 

Mary Martha Briney, Pittsburgh 
radio star who has been featured in 
Penn Hotel's Terrace Room for the 
last several months, will sing the 
lead for Opera Society. 


Brokers Give 186 


| CySS, 


| John Trado: 


‘Night of Jan. 16’ Goes 
Into Rehearsal for USO 


Erin O’Brien Moore, Alexander 
Clark and Frances Tannehill, signed 
originally for a USO-Camp Shows 
overseas production of “Over 21,” 
are doing “Night of January 16” in- 
stead, drama going into rehearsal 


Takes Over ‘James’ 


From Cantor-Karson 

Los Angeles, Feb. 13. 
Stage, screen and radio rights to 
“Little Jesse James” were acquired 
by Arthur Grossman, who will pro- 
duce it as a legit musical here, with 
the idea of shifting it later to New 

York. . 
Eddie Cantor and Nat Karson. had 
planned to produce the show as “The 

Gir] From Texas,” but dropped it. 
Morrie Ryskind may libretto 
“Nellie Bly,” forthcoming musical 
which Eddie Cantor and Nat Karson 
plan producing on Broadway 

without Cantor in cast. 


Dut 





direction 
n USO re- | 
Goes” and 
produced 


Monday (12) under 
Robert H. Gordon. Also 
hearsal are “Anything 
“Girl Crazy,” both being 


Camp Shows. 
Dorothy McGuire has been signed 


dates in camps in New York areéa. 





To Police Tix Code 


New York ticket brokers have 
contributed $18,000 to the League of 
New York Theatres, that being the 
amount, budgeted early in the sea- 
son for possible expenditure in en- 
forcement. of the legit code. Coin 
was remitted monthly, each agency 
paying a percentage on each ticket 


sold at a premium. One feature of 
the code is that the brokers must | 
pay for policing their agencies. Any 


of | 


‘JELIN IN COURT TODAY 


Hardeen, magico brother of the late 
Harry Houdini, has been holding the 
bouncer for several weeks, it 


for an overseas company of “Dear , repre- 
| Ruth,” now being cast. by Frank senting part of the share due on a 
Heller, Camp Shows legit dept. magic show given at the Belasco 
| head. “Oklahoma!,” after eight the last month. Jelin at the time 
months’ preparation, casting and re- held a lease on the Belasco 

hearsing, is now ready, and will go Appellate Division of the supreme 
overseas shortly afte few play- Couey = Swatens peemtenen of i 


Belasco to the S. S. Krellberg and 
house. Latter’s contention 
Jelin breached his lease on the thea- 
tre was upheld and he was ordered 
dispossessed. A city marshal was 
installed in the boxoffice and Jelin 
is »#vbidden to enter the property. 
He can appeal the decision but must 
first post a considerable sum as an 
indication of good faith and assured 
rent. 


Sabinson entered into a new deal 
| with the theatre’s owners whereby 
| he can continue “Trio” at the 
| Belasco. It was alleged that Jclin 
| refused to order tickets more than a 
| week or so at one time, so there was 
|no chance to build up an advance 
sale. Previously, the. boxoffice 


| couldn't sell tickets more than a few 
days prior to performance. Sabin- 
son claims that Jelin owes the show 


| 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


| 


by Harry Krivit, with Harry Howell ON LEE SABINSON RAP 
assisting in staging. Howell was | 

stage manager of original Broadway} Max J. Jelin, a new and definitely | 
| companies of both musicals. Howard | harried manager, is due to appear in 
| Bay has signed to do scenery for | court today (14) charged with at- 
“Anything Goes.” Above three| tacking Lee Sabinson, producer of 
shows, plus “Man Who Came To | “Trio.” At the same time the mat- 
Dinner” with Moss Hart, are only | ter of a bouncing Jelin check is to 
legiters now in rehearsal stage for | be considered. 


John Wildberg group, who own the | 


that | 


sioner 


| subseription tickets 


} 
e ; 


| has been cancelled in order to give 


balance in the fund is _ rebatable | 

Aug. 31. around $9,000, part of which is ad- 
E } vance guarantee coin, the balance 
Some brokers were delinquent being due because “Trio” didn't get 

and were advised late last week to] its share of receipts when one of the | 

kick in, otherwise they will be} arguments started. 

called on “the carpet Enforcement See 

board has the power to withhold | ¢ ; ’ 

regular ticket allotments to those} Venus Won t Cut B.0. 

in arrears. Intimated that a few 


agencies have been detected 
violations but the board 
mittal. 

In recent weeks agencies have 
been receiving allotments for “Seven 
Lively Arts,” at the Ziegteld, and |} 
Billy Rose has a ticket specialist on | 
the iob to see that the brokers are.| 
suBplied. At least one agency is re- 
fusing to sell “Arts” tickets, feeling 
ihat its craft insulted by the 
manager before and after the revue 
opened, as indicated by ads urging | 


in code |} 
is non-com- 


Was 


playgoers to buy “Arts” tickets at} 
the boxoffice. 

Recently Rose again took extra | 
space saying that the many parties | 


sold to charity organizations have 
tAPCL OCU Ubinw Chika y suns ' ’ ‘ 
February have 
announcing orchestra seats available 
for all dates. 


USO Overseas Addresses 


Actors in legiters recently 
Overseas can be reached 


other 


arrived 
through 


| following addresses: 


USO-Camp Shows No. 400, “Par- 
don Me”: Ray Melville. Milton 
Frome, Helen Namur. William A\l- 
fred Halloran, Grace Collins, Helen 


Vassar, Ann Neville, Billy Ferguson, 


| Barbara French, Salina McCall, 
Frances Mason, Donna Mason, Mil- 
dred Walton, Milton Sherman: APO 
No. 512, c'o Postmaster, New York. 

USO-Camp Shows No. 415, “Kiss 
and Tell”: Walter Munroe, Ruth 
Amos, Carmelita Pope, Fred Schu- 
bert, Ellen Humphrey, Jimmy 
Dunne, Marjorie Gateson Dick 


Dyson, Ladd Haynes, Violet Woodall, 


Earle Mayo, Claire Stuart, Douglas 
Keaton, Edward Blaine. John Mar 
ston: APO No. 512. ¢ o Postmaster. 
Ney York. 


USO-Camp Shows No. 426, “Mex- 


ican Hayride”: Audrey Cotter, Max 

Furman, Murray Briscoe Bea 

Mathews, Sid Cassel. Jorie Living- 

ston, Bob Travis. Alma Maiben, 

Madeleine Portenier. Rose Hyland, 
| Joyce Hayes, Ysobel Roife, Patricia! 


Welles Betsy Berkeley, Betty Fran- | 
Collins, 
Spachner, | 


Betty Bausher, Ann 
Arnold, Samuel 
APO No. 501, ¢ 
master, San Francisco. 


Joan 
o Post- 


parties, showman | 


Scale for Det. Booking 


Spotting of “One Touch of Venus” 
into the Lafayette, Detroit, for two 
weeks starting March 12, rather than 
the Cass, has attracted attention in 
booking circles. 

Lafayette since going legit has had 


|a policy of $1.65 top, straight plays 


being mostly booked there, but 
“Venus,” which opened on tour in 
Philadelphia Monday (12) with a 


$4.40 top, will probably use the same 
scale for the Detroit engagement. 
Shuberts are interested in both 
the Cass and Lafayette, both being 
supplied by the United Booking Of- 
fice. Possible that “Venus” will land 


| in the Cass after all. 


Chi Theatre Fined $100 
In Fire Law Violation 


Chicago, Feb. 13 
Coincidental with amendment by 
Chi City Council of building code 
| permitting commissioners of fire, 
police, building and. health to pad- 
lock any building, including thea- 
tres and niteries, where conditions 


are found to imperil life or health. 


Municipal Judge Edwin J. Hasten 
last week fined Abe Kalish, owner 
of the Douglas Park theatre. $100 


| road for the Met spring season now 


| 


Difficult to Get Tickets for 10 
Broadway Standouts; the “No’ List 





Cancel ‘Ladies’ in Pitt 
For Extra ‘Ruth’ Wk. | 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. 


Return engagement of road “Good | 
Night, Ladies” at Nixon, March 12, 





No. 2 company of “Dear Ruth” an 
extra break-in week before its Chi- 
cago preem. “Ladies” played local 
egit playhouse last April with Skeets 
Gallagher now in N. Y. company: 
John Hubbard and Wynne Gibson 
head the troupe skedded to bring it 
back again. 


“Ruth” booking fills Nixon date- 
book solid through end of April 
Following current engagement ol} 


“Winged Victory,” house gets “Rosa- | 
linda,” “Catherine Was Great,” “One 
Touch of Venus,” “Ruth,” “Kiss and 
Tell,’ “Searching Wind” and “Okla- 
homa!” for three weeks. 


Moss Nixes Agcy. 
Tix Sale for Met 


Acting on complaint of the Metro- | 
Opera, 
Paul Moss 
no agencies 











| Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco, but 


politan License Commis- 
rule 


Met 


has issued a 


that can handle 
Opera people's 
idea was to eliminate a of 
small brokers, which was the re- 
sult, but it nf&y prove to be a boome- 
rang the Met, prediction being 
that a goodly percentage of sub- 
scribers will be lost next season and 
thereafter. 


couple 


on 


Met has several thousand subscrib- 
ers who annually buy tickets for the 
but many attend compara- 
few performances, selling the 
unused tickets through agencies 
principally McBride's. If forced to 
take a loss through the new rule, it 
s figured that a flock of subscribers 
will not renew next winter, nor in 
subsequent seasons. 

Earle R. Lewis of the Met is re- 
ported to have made the complaint 
io Moss but upon learning of the re- 
action is said to have regretted the | 
move. One of the small brokers | 
vent to court over the Moss rule but 
the commissioner was upheld, as a 
regulation stipulates that agencies 
can get tickets only from the box- 
office or other brokers. That evi- 
dently prohibits subscribers from | 
selling the allotments to the agencies. 


season 
tively 


New rule socks McBride's particu- 
larly, latter having had a _ special 
opera department. Their customers | 
have been formally advised that 
opera tickets would no longer be! 
available. } 

Number of people going to the} 


approximates 275, instead of 400,| 
while the number of baggage cars | 
‘required totals 12, rather than ay 
score as first reported. 


* Concerts 


*and costs and recommended the the- ! 


atre be closed 


Ordinance, which formerly per- 
mitted closing only when specific 
violations of building code were dis- 


covered, also provides buildings be 
kept closed till violations are co 
rected 

Douglas Park, where Maurice 
Schwartz and Yiddish Art Theatre 
group completed month repertory 


engagement two weeks ago, is one 
of a number of theatres and nisht- 
clubs “exposed” for cold-shoulder- 
ing fire prevention ordinance by 
Daily Times and other sheets here 
a few weeks ago (‘as described in 
“Varicty."Jan. 24), following tire in 


small Loop hotel that took 14 lives. 

Ballet Russe reports advance of 
$54.000 for five-week season at City 
Center, N. Y., Feb. 20 to March 25 
with $2.40 top. 


Fach car will carry the production | 
of one opera, the Met the:evy Geis 
enabled to present any one of a} 
operas. Baltimore, which ‘is 
date, will require only six 
the date there is limited, 
an additional half dozen cars being 
added thereafter. S. Hurok’s partici- 
pation in the Met tour Is stated to be 
limited to the short stands, the im- 
presario being teamed with Nationa?! 
and Artists Corp. in book- 
ing tour of cities not ordinarily on 
the Met's schedule. 


dozen 
ie first 


since 


cals 


50G Guarantee for Mpls. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 13. 


Bringing the Metropolitan Opera | 


Co. here for three performances 
April 27 and 28, will be conditional 
on raising a $50,000 guarantee. Re- 
vents of the University of Minnesota, 
vhich will be one of the engage- 
nent’s sponsors, oted permission 
for the school to accept contribution 
o the fund on a state-wide basis 
The season, the first here in many 
vears, has been scheduled for the U 


of Minn. Memorial Auditorium, hom 
f the Minnedpolis Symphony 
chestra, which also is sponsoring it. 
With no difficulty in raising the $50.- 
000 anticipated, the Metropolitan 

announcing “Lucia,” with James 
Velton and Patricia Munsel, for the 
opening night; “Don Giovanni,” with 
Salvatore Baccaloni and Eziod Pinza. 
Saturday matinee. and eithei 
“Carmen” or. “Faust” for Saturday 


( or- 


for 


i night, 


| Girl,” 


+ Last season several leading agen- 


cies specializing in Broadway shows 
had a “No” in capitals alongside 
three or four hits listed on the at- 
traction board, in that way indicat- 
ing there were no tickets available. 
Idea was to reduce the number of 
inquiries by patrons who entered 
the agencies with the idea of buying 
tickets for those high-demand shows. 
Currently the big “No” is attached 


to no less than 10 clickers, proving 
the wealth of the season’s successes 
and the increased theatre surge 
‘Up in Central Park,” Century, 
was added to the elite group im- 
mediately after opening, the earlier 


smashes being: “I Remember Mama,” 
Music Box: “Harvey” 48th Street: “A 
Bell for Adano,”’ Cort; “Song of Nor- 
way,” Imperial; “The Late George 
Apley,” Lyceum; “On the Town,” 
Adelphi; “Dear Ruth,” Miller: “Okla- 
homa!,” St. James, and “Bloomer 
Shubert. Missing from the 
group is last season’s sockeroo, “The 

it’s 
can- 
have 
of 
running 
are 


still selling the 


celled 


out, barring 
performances that 
the run recently because 
t illnesses. Well up in the 
“Oklahoma!.” All the 
of the 1944-45 
Brokers find it difficult if not im- 
possible to dispose of allotments for 
weak shows 


marred 


others 


products period 


because of so many 
good things. It’s evident, too, that 
| agencies find it a problem to sell 
tickets for shows which they are 
asked to get behind and push, a 
method of forcing the sales. Legit 


code stipulates that agencies are not 
to favor any attraction in sales talks, 


vet at least one current attraction is 
| being plugged at the insistence of 
the producer. That's fairly well 


known but no complaint is reported 
to have been filed with the code en- 
forcement board. 


No tickets on hand at agencies is 
not always actual, because %llot- 
ments from some theatres are de- 


livered two weeks or less in advance 
of performance but the brokers have 
so many advance orders that nearly 
all tickets are sold weeks and, not 
infrequently, months in advance. 


‘MOON’ RAPE SCENE 
CENSORED IN WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 13. 


District attorney Edward M. Cur- 
ran last week movyed in on the 
Shuberts’ “Dark of the Moon” and 
ordered changes in the script, with 
the rape scene. eliminated. He 
threatened to close ihe show unless 


the deletion was made, 

Scene was subjected to much con- 
troversy, and thoygh the women 
spread their skirts, the inferénce was 
plain that the woman was attacked 
by a mountaineer. Scene brought 
many protests to District officials. 
It was the first time this year that 
the vensors had moved in on the 
National theatre. 


‘Stranger’ May Move 
When ‘Menagerie’ Gets in 


“The Stranger” was presented at 
Playhouse, N. Y., Monday (12) 
Shepard Traube, but the house is 
due to get “The Glass Menagerie,” 
which is attracting mucth attention 
in Chicago. Leads in latter are Laue 
rette Taylor and Eddie Dowling. 
Booking calls for “Menagerie” to 
bow onto Broadway March 5. but 
the show management has requested 
the date be set back one month be- 


the 


by 


| cause of the strong Chi grosses. 


Present Play on Race Hatred 

“And No Wheels Roll,” playvlet on 
hatred by Paul Peters. who 
wrote “Stevedore,” will be presented 


race 


by Siage For Action, legit-political 

group, at Broadway Tabernacle little 

ineatre, N. Y., tomorrow (15) at 4 
nm 

Presentation to be followed by 

. ission led by Edward Chodorov, 

oup’s chairman, Louis Cal- 

ern, Blanche Yurka, Frances Hef- 

Kenneth Spencer. Hilda Simms 

d Everett Sloan participating. 


Periormance will be open to anyone 
entertainment fields. 


Dalias’ Operetta Bow June 18 
Dallas, Feb. 13. 


rhe summer operetta season will 
opt here at Fair Park Casino on 
June 18. “Great Waltz’ will open 
' Dorothy Kirsten featured. 


J 
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@Gne Man Show 


Ted Harris production of drama ir 
acts fon ener by Ruth Goodman 
Augustus Geets Features Ci matance Cum- | 


figs, Frank Conroy and James Renn 
siaged by producer; setting, Stewart Ch 
ge) ypened Barrymore, N. Y¥ Feb. 8 aa) 
avin yD 


[.ucia Ciardner Frank ¢ roy 
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swit of the silver cord theme 
this case there’s a father-daughte1 

rT ex 

Lucian Gardner has an art gallery 
in his home. 26-year-old daughter 
Racine being his partnei Several 
years previous she was affianced but 


Jad managed to break it up. Yet he 
oesn't seem to mind the offer of 
ees Jelliffe, a wealthy patron, fo 
her hand, that fellow to 
their plan to give exhi 


pankroll 


bitions of n- 


known but clever irtists Ra 

promises to marry Emory, whi 

where Francis Kearny come n 
Statement of Francis being a lush 
Joesn’t seem convincing. Nor does 
his yen for Racine but after being 
a bit rough in talking it over with 
her, there’s the usual clinch. Next 


rich man that it’s 
all off but Lucian tries to make 
Francis believe that she had been 
fooling him, the shoddy trick of the 
father bcing easily nailed. In and out 
of action is Dockerel, 
who thought he had a chance to win 
the girl 

Whether any other actress other 
than Constance Cummings could do 


day she tells the 


better as Racine doesn’t make much | 


difference. She is attractive and ca- 
pable but the matter appears to be 
with the script. Direction isn’t a fac- 
tor either 

James Rennie has the best part as- 
signed him in some time but his 
Emory is not sympathetic, nor is 
Frank Conroy’s father part. There 
are two other femme characters, both 
bits Ibee 


Hope for the Best 


Jean - se ple and Mare Connell! pro- 
gu ior iree-act comedy by William 
(ra Stars Franchot Tone and Jane 
Wyatt Si aged by Connelly: setting by Mot- 
ley Oper oa at Fulton theatre, N Les 
Wednesday, Feb. 7. ‘45: $4.20 ton ($6 open- 
ing night). 

Howard Hilton gs .Jack Hartley 
Mrs. Basset . .. eee. Voro Merande 
Margaret Hicks Harwood....Joan Wetmore 
Professor Wechsler.....ee. --- Leo Bulgakov 
Sgt. Joe Jordan......scceee...Paul Potter 
Lucilla Daly....cccocccscoses-»-Jane Wyalt 
Michael JOTGGR.ccccccccesses Franchot Tone 

It’s doubtful whether the bo. 
power of either Franchot Tone or 


Jane Wyatt will be sufficient to off- 
set the inadequacy of William Mc- 
Cleery’s play, which drew an almost- 
unanimous nix from the daily critics. 
“Hope for the Best’’ marks the bow 
into production (in association with 
Marc Connelly) of press agent Jean 
Dalrymple. The author is one of the 
editors of Marshall Field’s PM, N.Y. 
afternoon tab. 

In figuratively reducing the size of 
the world, McCleery oversimplified 
an idea that held forth possibilities. 
In fact, in expounding on the mul- 
ti. ta ame «af tha warld the | 
cnuntiinn practically washed out its 
theatre potentialities. The wordy im- 
maturfty of the play, which unfor- 
tunately fails to stick to the realm 
of comedy, is neither inspirational 
nor entertaining. 

Tone portrays the role of a col- 
umnist with 11,000,000 readers who 
turns out one of those warm, earthy 



































na- } 


a sloppy artist | 


Broadway 


|phrases and slogans that would d¢ 


| credit to a high school class in eco- 


rnd |nomics.. Unfortunately, the actu 
the principals doesn’t help smooth 
}it over. Tone never gives the in 


| pression of be ing fully at ease in the 


lrole and generally gives a_ stilted 
j} performance. Miss Wy att seems un- 
tarcually awkward in han iline both 
hers lf and her lines. Joan Wetmore 
is the femme politico Is adequ ite in 
1 CO and unsympathetic charact 
tio! Connelly who rected 
p t whatever there is it 
ed t Motley 
yh ite 
0 
fhe Strange 
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Shepard Traube, who last figured 
yn Broadway as director-producer of 
Angel Street” in 1941, appears to 
have anothei winnel i} “The 
Stranger.’ Play by Leslie Reade. 
which opened cold on Broadway 
without previous road tryout, is a 
smooth, suspenseful melodrama, well 


written. cast and directed. It sccms 
to hit its peak with a third-act first 
scene, and drop a little with final 
scene, but not sufficiently to mai 
play’s effect. It should do for a 
| Broadway run. 

Built on a Jack the Ripper series 
of murders in the London of 1888. 
the play is set in a worker's political 
club in shabby Whitechapel. The club 
is peopled by radical@ who are more 
| pathetic than potent revolutionaries. 
A Russian tailor, French refivec, 
cockney junkman and a foundlins 
seamstress are principal members 


|The neighborhood has been terror- 
|ized lately by fiendish murders of 
several of its ladies. And when a 


Russian shoemaker who seeks to join 
the club behaves queerly, susnicion 
falls on him as the murderer. Melo- 
drama centers about clearing up the 
mystery and detection of the crim- 
|inal, with a not-too-novel closing to 
| wind it up 

Play, however, carries good mood 
and suspense throughout, with an 
undercurrent of rich humor that has 
good effect because it is under- 
|emphasized. Where Traube’s direc- 
tion accounts for much in the drama, 
acting is uniformly good to aid it the 
more. And several performances : 
| outstanding. 
| Eduard Franz gives a virtuoso per- 
formance as the central figure, the 
shabby foreign shoemaker 
stranger in the land but whose su- 
preme egotism makes him at home 
everywhere. With confidence, he 
tells you, a stranger in a strange land | 
|is never alone. Shoemaker, however. 
| is pathetic in his depressed moments 
and, because of his strangeness, also 
a suspicious character. Franz plays | 
all these facets with brilliant effect. 

No less fine are several other por- 
trayals. particularly that of Eugene | 
Sigaloff, as a Marxian tailor-philos- 
opher, and Perry Wilson. as the | 
seamstress. Eva onard-Boyne has | 
an excellent bit as the evil- -eye- 
|haunted housekeeper. Stanley Bell, 
| as a policeman; Alfred Hesse, as the | 
‘Frenchman: Kim Snalding. as the | 
|cockney; Wendy Atkin and Stella 
| Todd, as two ladies of lighter love. 
jand Morton L. Stevens, as a medical | 
|gentleman, round out a_=e smartly | 
|chosen cast. 

London of 1888 locale is well sug- 
| gested by Boris Aronson’s fine set 
jand lighting, and Rose Bogdanoff's 
costumes, Bron 


re 














who is a} 


a succession of lovers. 


at the Overtons. And one of them, 
for a variety of motives, 
| play for the wife. For a time sus- 
picions arise that separate the de- 
| voted couple, but the clouds even- 
i tually clear to bring the final curtain 
down. 

Some good acting talent is wasted 
on this froth, although the calibre of 
the script does affect their 
ances. Arlene Francis is unusually 
attractive and competent as the wife. 
Jack Whiting is breezy and bustling 
as the husband, the vitality, how- 
ever, sometimes wearing 
Farrell disengages herself smartly as 
{ten as she can from a tired role as 
y friend Walter N. Greaza 

a stuffed-shirt banker with some 
kill and not muc} more relis 
‘harles Lang has to do the caricature 


1 predator 


of a Yale grad who can't forget he 
is an All-American, and, somehow, 
he makes the role likeable 
Elisabeth Bergne naking het 
American directorial debut with he 
husband Paul Czinner’s production 
has only done a humdrum job. Ed- 


ward Gilbert's sets a 
negie’s costumes, 
mccoy 


Hattie Car- 
howevel are the 
Bron 





Plays Out of Town 








Come Be My Love 


Philadelphi Feb. 8 

Arti | Beckha ! nm ¢ ‘ 

n with \ r tiu \ l 
' " cts by E i Cault ! stars 
Walt " Masninden eatures Violet Hemming 
Esther Dale and Jed routs. Directed b 
\ Beckhard seitine i V4 moves 
Opens it Locus Str tire Philadel 


phia, Feb, 8, ‘45; $5.10 


Sarah Fenton Lotus Robb 
lienry is Walter Hamy 
Martha Webster........ E Dale | 
Niis MOO .écteeteéseee I monia Nolley | 
Mr. Spence Seeceues syd Grant 
«Zi ePPeerTi sre earee Ruth tlomon 
ALIOM..ceccccccccccoroces Charles Colby 
By. WUMMOPO. cccsscésvcccsess Jed Prout 
Aa Bennett. .cccccccccscccs Violet. Heming 
Lizzie 6%eeeeasen er Viola Dean 
No. 2527 R ‘; Volse 
Arthur Beckhard. who has had |} 


some sturdy footlight productions, in- | 
seems | 


cluding “Another Language,” 
to have been napping when, on see- 
ing Edward Caulfield’s comedy, 
“Come Be My. Love,” in the Cam- 
bridge (Mass.) summer stock last 
year, he decided it had chances as a 
regular pro offering. Certainly it 
seems too attenuated and gossamer 
(and also preposterous in basic idea) 
to make any kind of progress in 


these strenuous and nerve-ridden 
war times. It’s hard to sce how this 
one stands a chance even though 


possessing a couple of marquee 


names. Latter, by the way, would 
probably mean more on the road 
than in Gotham 

Caulfield’s yarn cqncerns a mid- 
dle-aged actor, John Hogarth (who 


has more than a little of the quality 
| of pure ham in his make-up), and his 
|yen to retire to the sticks and lead | 
ithe simple life. Meeting a middle- | 
| aged widow at a Lonely Hearts Club 
| matrimonial bureau, he sees a chance 
to realize his dream. She has a 
nice home in a small New England 
i'town and the two repair there for 
la period of trial marriage. Since they 
| soon find out they’re really very 
|fond of one another, an actual wed- 
| ding ceremony would be assured if it 
few not for the inevitable outside 
interference. Latter is supplied, first, 
| by the widow's prying and suspicious 
|and easily-shocked sister, then by 
lthe young daughter who arrives 
with her GI fiancee, and finally by 
|an actress with whom Hogarth had 
| been professionally associated who 
tries to coax him back to the stage 


Two of them 
are spending the weekend with her 


makes a 


pertorm- | 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Burns Mantle, N. Y. Daily News emeritus critic, has artic le, “Grandpa 
Remembers,” in March issue of Pageant on the poster art of the old the. 
atre, with samples of gaudy, vivid 24-sheet posters describing various mu- 
|; Sicals, melodramas, minstrel shows and circuses “Something went out of 
| the theatre and the joy of anticipating it when its exploiters took their 
ads off the billboards,” says Mantle. Illustrations include posters of such 
| old-time entertainment as “The Black Crook,’ “Blue Jeans,” “The Gay 
| Morning Glories,” “Miaco’s City Club Co..” “Florodora.” “An American 
| Gentleman,” “Hotel Topsy Pickers,” the Ziegfeld- 


'Anna Held “Papa’s Wife” 





IT. erg 1) KATY 
aurTvy, ‘The Cherry 


and Thatcher’s Minstrels 


Glenda | 


When “Winged Victory” moves into the National theatre. 
on March 26 for two weeks, the military orchestra will 
seven men in the pit. Local 161, Mu 
dent, has contacted the War Dept. about this unemployment 
Is the Army” pla¥ed here, the union reimbursed the 
the tune of $880. They do not regard this as a 
tract with the Rapley Theatre Co. the 
musicians while any 
0 hold the 


Washington, 
replace the 
union, via Paul Schwarz, presi- 
When “This 
musicians to 
precedent. Under a con- 
National theatre must pay all seven 
theatrical performance is played on the stage. Union 
E street playhouse to’ this cor the contract 


regular 
siclans 


seven 


expects t qaition 1n 


Insiders describe the 


battle between Fortune Gallo and Peter Mazza, 
wealthy 


Cleveland coal man, over $10,000, which was to have guaranteed 
salaries for a planned operetta season in that city, as “having reached the 
fourth round, both men resting in their corners with lawyers swinging*the 
towels.” Equity had the check but Mazza stopped payment. The protest fee of 

| $1.64 was charged against Equity, that outfit wanting to know which side is 

| to refund the item, The check is said to repose in the desk of a city mar- 
| shal, who doesn’t know what to do about it 


Harry Green, who has gotten out of the 
jis teamed with Jack Pearl in producing 
|} have the backing of a number of 


» hospital after a minor 
“Queen of the South,” which will 
wellknowns. Efrem Zimbalist invested 
| $20,000. Of that amount he first put in $12,500, additional amount being 
|; sent H. & P. after the concert violinist read the script 

Neither Green nor Pearl will be in the cast. Latter, however, will return 
| to the stage but hasn’t made up his mind whether in legit or vaude. As 
| for ragio—could be, he says. 


Oper ation, 


First evaluation on the late Harry Kaufman's estate was known to have 
| been conservative. It’s expected to be at least $75,000. Bulk of that will 
come from ‘Laffing Room Only,” Winter Garden, N. Y., last production the 
late showman supervised for Lee Shubert. his activities being conducted 
from a hospital cot. 

Estate is receiving royalties and has an interest in 
be determined is how much the estate will receive for 
in Tyson & Co., major ticket agency. 


“Laffing.” Still to 
Kaufman's interest 


Report that Joseph P. Kennedy has been investing in legit theatre prop 
| erties is incorrect. Name of ex-diplomat was probably mentioned because 
of a John Kennedy who, with Robert Dowling, is interested in the City 
| Investing Co. Subsidiary of that corporation is City Theatres, Inc., of 
| which, Louis Lotito is prez. He operates the Morosco, Fulton and Bijou 
for the owners. Last year Kennedy backed Lotito in “Another Language,” 
| which ended in the red. He's likely to try his luck further 
| ee 
for Cheryl Crawford announcement 
| production of Shakespeare’s “Tempest” would play only eight weeks was 
| due to fact Alvin theatre could only be gotten for that length of time, 
|“Mugh Ado About Love,” the musical version of “Firebrand” bejng inked 
in next. “Tempest” will probably move to another house upon completion 
| of Alvin run. 


Reason that Margaret Webster's 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Feb. 12-24) 


“Bill Comes Back”—Aud., Trenton ; Temple, Birm’ham (12); Aud., Mem- 
(24). phis (13-14); Ryman Aud., Nashville 
“Blithe Spirie’—Geary, Frisco (12-| (15); Bijou, Knoxville (16); Mem. 


Aud., Louisville (17); Robinson Aud., 
Little Rock (19): Shrine, Okla. C. 
Aud., Laramie (20-21): Aud., Shawnee (22); City 
Pueblo (24). Aud., Ponca C. (23). 

“Blossom Time”’—Mus. H.. Hous-| “Make Way for Love”—Colonial, 


17); Capitol, 
Aud., Denver 


Salt Lake City (19); 
(21-22); Wyeming 
(23); City Aud., 


ton (12); Texas, San Antonio (13): | Bos. (23-24). 
Para., Austin (14); Majestic, Ft. “Merry Widow”—Boston Opera H., 
Worth (15); Melba, Dallas (16-17);| Bost. (12-24), 


New Aud., Ardmore (19); Aud., Mus-| “Merry Widow” (2d Co.)—Temple, 





ana ee nn sida that 
| point is” ‘left in doubt!). An agent 
| from the matrimonial bureau also in- 
trudes on their rusiic eden. Hogarth 
| departs for New York and appar- 
ently the widow is to be left in the 
lurch on her wedding day (which is 
also that of her dauchter’s and the 
|soldier) but the actor, 





true to his 7 





kogee (20); Convention H., Tulsa Tacoma (12); Capitol, Yakima (13); 
(21); Center, - Bartlesville (22);| Fox, Spokane (14-15); Wilma, Mis- 
Shrine, Okla. C. (23-24). soula (16); Fox, Butte (17); Rainbow, 
“Calico Wedding” Playhouse,! Grea’ Falls (19); Babcock, Billings 
Wilmington (16-17); Locust, Phila.| (20); Aud., Bismarck (21); Fargo, 
(19-24). Fargo (23); Lyceum, Minn. (24). 
“Catherine Was Great”—Metro,| “Oklahoma!” (24 Co.)—Cass, Det. 
Providence (12-13); Shubert, New} (12-24). 
Haven (15-17); Nat'l, Wash. (19-24).| “One Touch of Venus” — Shubert, 


“Chicken Every Sunday”—Black- | Phila. (12-24). 








daily stints for the common man fii aa |type, makes a dramatic last-minute | ‘ODS _— atid ~ Othello” — Ross Aud. San Diego 
filled with innocuous words. He's Th ccmeiaa arrival and everything's jake. Clover Ring” — Plymouth, Bost.| (12-13); Muni. Aud., Long Beach 
suddenly smitten with a social con- ¢ Overtons During the first part of the play (12-17). (14); -Civic Aud., Pasadena (15); 
sciousness and wants to try political | ,,)4"), 07 Wuer production of three-aci com- | the author makes much of the mys-|_ “Come Be My Love”—Locust St.,/ Civic Aud. Fresno (17); Aud., 
columning, much to the distress of | Klisabeth Berencr. Sete by Maward tilbert: tery surrounding the two leading Phila, (12-17). Stockton (18); Geary, Fresno (19-24). 
his syndicate boss and his fiancee, | costumes, Hattie Carnegie. Opened Booth, | characters. Hogarth drops plenty of | “Dark of the Moon”—Nat’l, Wash.! “Over 21” — Studebaker, Chi (12- 
herself r per oe + Sa | iat Neb. 6. ‘45; $3.60 top (84.80 opening | hints as to his real profession, but | (12-17); Shubert, Bost. (19-24). 24), 
super-intellectual-snobbish-reaction= | oo Garon mer ce | poses as Henry Smith, a naturalist; “Doll’s House”—Cox, Cinn. (12-17); “Ramshackle Inn”—Lyceum, Minn 
Fee rae aetna aac en ssetscsa lene | atthe same time, Sarabi Fenton hides | Davidson, Milwaukee (10-24). ‘|| (12-14); Aud,, St.Paul (18): Park- 
for a weekend, a bout ensues be- | Jack Overton... Alencar: Farrell | |w ‘ell- known woman sclensteh. AU ‘Af <Festteh i. dike Ca ee en ee eee 
tween the gal, who knows the score, | TOMMY... - see eees oe eeeees Donald Kohler | business is very impossibly corny and | Cie Et; Ford's, Balto. (19-08). zoo (19); Palace, Flint (20-21); Mich., 
and the superior dame, with the final | Mimet Fascstssessoeesens eg bales Lang ' strictly phony. A Time” — Curran, Frisco (12-| Lansing (22); Keith’s, Grand Rapids 
clinch never much in doubt —,€, ah TE alll ciate ee, (23-24). 
The play’s ideas and ideals crys- “The Overtons” is too skimpy on ving Eg ge gg ee wget Gilbert & Sullivan —- Arcadia,| “Rosalinda” — Erlanger, Buffalo 
tallize after endless words into ali counts to make a satisfactory | amusing, and several of the charac- | Wichita (12); Aud. Pueblo (13);| (12-17); Nixon, Pitts, (19-24). 
=m, ay. Another of those scotch-and- | ters have been humanly and neatly | Aud., Denver (14-16); Biltmore, L.} San Carlo Op. Co.—Moore, Seattle 
soda comedies about Long Island so- limned. There is occasional nice | A. (19-24). (12-18); Strand, Vancouver (19-22); 
WANTED a by ng or aboy . its high- a ree — n > arth Pye “Good Night Ladies” (2nd Co.)—! Royal Victoria. Victoria (23-24) 
Jall glasses, the Vincent Lawrenee | his real identity only to find that | Davidson, Milw (12-17); i- “ i Pinal ; ile 
For Summer Theatre opus is|as watery as a refilled pinch- | nobody in the household has ever | can, Cleveland 19-30). aii ego PP em go Rana ear an 
New England Tryout bottle. It can’t make the Broadway | heard of him except the little col-| «Happily Ever After”—Playhouse, “Stud nat ” _ Shea's, Erie 
~~ aaer grade. |ored serving maid called in for the | | Wilmington (22-24), (18) 6 eur osetia tly 2) “sae 
Cast — 4M — 6W — limit The play is the story of a happy- | wedding day festivitics. _ Pp ” , : ); Shea's, Jamestown (13); Palac 
ELWELL, Univ. of Okla. go-lucky, happily-wedded couple and| Hampden aehieves the right touch | _ “Harriet” — Erlanger, Chi (12-17);| Canton (14); Colonial, Akron (15); 
Norman, Oklahoma the attempts of a predatory pair to | of hamminess and gives a generally | Hartman, Columbus (19-21); English,! Park, Youngstown (16-17): Drake, . 
— break up the marriage. The meth- | able if at times rather too cute im- | Indpls. (22-24). Oil City (19); Shea’s. Bradford (20), 
— ods used consist of airless banter, | personation of Hogarth-Smith. He | “Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)\—Ameri-| Strand, Elmira (21): Strand, Ithaca 
aimless drinking, and little else. | knew his part the first night (which | can, St. Loris (12-17); Coliseum, | (22); Aud., Rochester (23-24). 
SAMUEL FRENCH Nothing whatever happens. A play |is more than could be said of some | Eyansville (20); Mem. Aud,, Louis-| “Ten Little Indians” (2d Co.)— 
can't be made out of a slim idea that | of the others ) and got a majority | ville (21-22); Mem. H., Dayton (23- | Harris, Chi. (12-24). 
SINCE 1830 is neithe: novel nor cute, if no situ- | of the laughs allotted to him in the 94) 2 Ss, 1. 
PI Brok d jations or witty dialog accompany, | dialog. Lotus Robb, back on the ba * Tropical Revue”—Shubert-Lafay- 
ay Drokers an | and this play is no‘exception. | stage after 15 years, is delightful as | ,, Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Grand, | ette, Det. (12-24). 
Authors’ Representatives The Overtons have been married | Sarah, the trial-marriage “wife.” | Calgary (12-14); Drake H., Regina| “Voice of Turtle” (2d Co.)—Sel- 
85 West éith Strect. New York jnine happy, hectic years. An actress | Hard to see why Violet Heming took | (15-17); Playhouse. Winnipeg (19- | wyn, Chi. (12-24). 
811 West 7th Street, Los Angeles | friend mooning over the husband all | the role of the actress, who only ap- | 98. ‘ “Winged Victory” — Nixon, Pitts 
this time has dulled her longing with | i (Continued on page 51) “Life With Father” (2d Co.)—! (12-17); Mus. H., Cleve. (19-24). 
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Wednesday, February 14, 1945 


VARIETY 





c—_— 





Broadway 


John and Marion Byram back from 
Hollywood. 

Bill Farnsworth not so good at St. 
Clare’s hospital. 


Gus Eyssell being kidded about ius > 


collegiate sweater. 


Sam Friedman out ahead of Coast 
company of “Blithe Spirit.” 

Morris Gest’s _witew robbed of two 
pea ne cet valued at around 
$30,000 

Jessie Royce’ Landis back into 
“Kiss and Tell” (Bijou) after attack 
of grippe 

One of Tim Kelly’s sons is missing 

action He’s stage doorman at 
the Lyceum 

Some sports will lay eight to five 
that race tracks will open during 
early spring 


William F. Rodgers, Metro v.p. and 
general sales manager, back in N. Y. 
from Miami. 





| cessionaire 


purchased the Jeff theatre here from 
th® estate of the late Samuel Halper. 

New owners of the Congress hotel 
leasing nitery space to outside con- 
with plans calling for 
one of the most elaborate supper 
clubs in town, 

Jack. Kirsch, Allied prez. and John 
Balaban, of B&K, met with com- 
mittee at Variety Club Wednesday 
(7) to map out the coming Red Cross 


|; Campaign for the theatrical division. 

‘Cavalcade of Stars” will be staged 
at the Chi Stadium Feb. 22 under 
the auspices of the Disabled Ameri- 
can Veterans. Proceeds ll be used 
to ald disabled returning vets to find 
jobs. 


Dick Hyman’s “Ce lestials,” new | 
luncheon club at “Waldorf-Astoria, 
Tuesday (13). 


Viola Essen replaced Irina Baron- 
“Follow the Girls” (44th St.) 


ova in 
Monday (12). 

Caley Sisters back in “Hats Off to 
Ice” (Center). Freddie Trenkler also | 


returning when cured of grippe. 


Eleanor Lawson, who closed with 


the Sonja Henie show, has joined 
the New Yorker hotel ice revue. 


Leonard Levinson to Coast, but due 
soon to work on book of new 
musical, “Mr. Straus Goes to Boston. 

Army Col. Kenneth Clark, 
merly public relations head for 
Hays office, in N. Y. on 
fram Italy. 

June Greenwall, p. a. for “Hope for 
Best” (Fulton) hobbling around with 
torn ligament in leg from backstage 
fall last week. 

Jack Diamond of the Warner Coast 
publicity department has _ arrived 

east to assist on the special campaign 
for “Hotel Berlin.” 

Lt. (JG) Josh Meyer, USCG, 
po with Jack Davies, agent, 


back 


for- 
has 


Hollywood 


John Steinbeck to Mexico City f 


ror 

material 

Fred Kelsey celebrating his 35th 
year in films. 

Orson Welles and Rita Hayworth 
to Mexico City. 

Joan Blondel] sprained “her wrist 
| in a traffic accident. 

E. Alan Williford in from New 
| York on business for Ansco 

Stephen Sekely, Republic director, 
became an American citizen. 

Steve Broidy returned to his Mon- 
|} Ogram desk after eastern confabs 

Byron S. Harvey in town to gan- 
der “The Harvey Girls” at Metro. 


Irving Rubine, formerly with Les- | 
er Cowan, opened his own flackery. 
Jose Iturbi paid $69,500 for a home 
and swimming pool in Beverly Hills. 


Eilsworth Alvord, attorney for 
Loew’s, Inc., in Hollywood on busi- 
| n@ss, 

Leon Schlesinger returned from 


for- | 
the | 
furlough | 





brother, 


een assigned to Special Services di- | 


sion in New York. 


Sgt. Nick Mamula, formerly of the 
oublicity department of Paramount, 
Is now in the Burma theatre of war, 
attached to the air corps. 

Willie Harris of the Hudson 
(“Hasty Heart’) box office was 
brother-in-law of Hype Igoe, sports 
writer, who died Sunday (11). 

Lt. James O’Shea, 
O'Shea, 
ager, in Miami redistribution center 
after a 28-day furlough in N. Y. 

Armand Tokatyan, Met Opera ten- 
or, makes USO-Camp Shows appear- 
ances at Fort Monmouth, N. J., Feb. 
19, and Camp Kilmer, N. Y., Feb. 22. 

Jack Mandelblatt, widely known 
in the French motion picture indus- 
try from prewar days, has arrived 
in N. Y. as a refugee from Nazi 
France. 

James Dunn due east to appear at 
Roxy, N. Y. Actor will be there in 
cenjunction with showing of “A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn,’ in which he 
has featured role. 

Mrs. W. R. Hearst’s Free Milk 
Fund for Babies to sponsor “Aida” 
at Met, March 11 for annual benefit. 
Milanov. Castagna, Baum, Warren | 
and Cordon in cast, with Sodero con- | 
ducting. 

Mia Slavenska ballet troupe in 
guest appearances on hospital circuit, 
dancing at U. S. Naval hospital 
Corpus Christi, Tex., Feb. 26, and La 
Garde Gen. hosp., New Orleans, 
March 4 

Marvin Kohn and Tibel Nard will | 


V 


leaVe the Ivan Black office to start | to Know” 


a publicity firm on their own. Part- 
ing is amicable. Phoebe Murray 
and Sally Ondeck are filling the 
vacated spots. 

Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Assn. International Dept. 
hosted Francis Colt de Wolf, of U. S. 
State De partment’s Telecommunica- 
tions Division, last Wednesday (7) at 
the Harvard Club. 

Arthur Cohen, veteran member of 
N. Y. stagehands, Theatrical Protec- 
tive Union, No. 1, last vreek rounded 
out 25 years with same organization. 
Started at Keith’s Harlem Opera 
House and for last 23 years at the 
RKO 8lst St. 


Chica 
icago 

Chi newsmen are forming a new 
Press Club. Previous one was dis- 
banded 20 years ago. 

“Mocambo” 
reopened last week after being taken 


over by Maclom Pfaelzer, local meat 
dealer 


Stevens hotel purchased by the 
Hilton Hotel chain of Texas last 
week. New owners plan extensive 


renovation. 

John J. Mack, owner of the Hotel 
Continental (old Medinah -Club), 
Plans converting first floor of the 
building into a nitery. 

Chris Christos, former theatre 
manager for Van Nomikos circuit, 


} 


six weeks of business huddles in New 
York. 

Spyros Skouras troubled 
while here. Back to 
week. 

The Irving Brechers (he’s the | 
Metro writer) have adopted a sec- 
ond child. 

Jean Negulesco returned to work | 
|}at Warners after a week out with | 
| bronchitis. 

Freddie Fox, Mrs. 


by gout 
New York this 


Darryl Zanuck’'s 
upped from captain to major 
in England. 

Rosalind Russel] got black eye in 
an auto accident driving back from 
Palm Springs. 

Perry Charles and Rags Ragland 
among the yearners of oh-to-be-back- 


|} in-Toots Shor’s. 


son of Ted, 
Metro’s eastern sales man-| 


| 





Roy Mack, West 
USO-Camp Shows, 
stomach trouble. 

Paul Muni, Mischa Auer 
Bill Elliott running for 
mayor of Encino. 

Albert J. Cohen banqueted by his 


Coast director of 
hospitalized with 





and Wild | 
honorary | 


By Hal Cohen 

Announcer Pete Stanton, ex-band 
leader, has switched from Station 
KQV to WJAS. 

George McCafferty. musician, mak- 
ing stage debut n “They Walk 
Alone” at Playhouse 

Anton Scibilia’ Hawaiian Para- 
dise” unit has gone ito the Vogue 
Terrace for two weeks. 

Dale Harkness. band leader, out 
of hospital~ after two months and 
goes back to work next week 

Singer Fay Carroll goes from 
Nixon Cafe here to Hotel Walton 

| Roof in Philly for four weeks. 

Red Cross’ Jane Ellen Ball, who 

ij used to head an acting school here, 


| 


| tra 
| loway, 





| Republic pals when he left the studio | 


to join Columbia. 

Tyrone Power assigned to overseas 
duty with the Marine Corps Aerial 
Transport Service. 

Andre De Toth hospitalized in 
Phoenix with recurrence of a World 
War I eye ailment. 

Mary Elizabeth White succeeded 
Jane Gottlieb as head of Berg-Allen- 
berg’s literary staff. 

Dr. Corydon M. 
medical officer, 
mander to Captain. 

Jennifer Holt heading for 
for a Mexican divorce 
William M. Ritchey. 

Joe E. Brown to San Francisco for 
a war message to the Commonwealth 
Club of California. 

Bob Hope and Jerry Colonna 
turned from nationwide tour 
camps and hospitals. 

Arthur J. Aronson resigned after 
five years as Coast manager for Na- 
tional Screen Service. 

Gertrude Astor, 
working as an extra in“ 
at Warners. 

Wolfe Cohen, sales chief for 
ners in the Far East, left for Austra- 
lia after studio huddles. 

Virginia Weidler and Mercedes 
Marlowe promoting tennis 
ment to entertain war wounded. 

Robert M. Weitman, managing di- 
rector of New York Paramount thea- 
tre, in town to ogle studio product. 

Charlotte Thompson, screen play- 
er, attacked by a chimpanzee on a 
studio set, awarded $1,562 damages. 

John CC. Flinn returned from 
Washington after two weeks of busi- 
ness huddles for independent. 
producers. 

Eddie Cantor, 


Wassell, Navy 


Jaurez 


from Maj. 


re- 
of 


Harry Ruby in a reminiscent jam 
session, harking back to the yester- 
| year vaude days 

June Vincent, bedded for two 
weeks, was carried to the Universal 
studio in an ambulance for her final 


| scene in 


(former Colony Club) 


| J. Walter Thompson. 
|cal radio trade by 
|} agency bdys and girls, v 


“That's the Spirit.” 

Mrs. Jack L. Warner's daughter, 
professionally Joy Page, house hunt- 
ing. She marries Lieut. Bill Orr in 
April. Orr was film player before 
Armying. 

Lorina (Mrs. Danny) Danker, with 
flabbergasts lo- 
dining with other 
hich inspired 
local crack that “maybe she’s inoc- 
ulated against anything happening.” 

The Meredith Willsons ‘maestro is 


}now a Major, conducting the Armed 


Forces Radio Programs) like many 


‘another Bevhills couple are sans fur- 


advanced from Com- | 


niture in their new house, 


availabil- | 


ity conditions being what they are | 


nowadays. 


Col. C. A. Shoop, who commanded | 


the Seventh Photo Reconnaissance 
Group of Gen. Jimmy Doolittle’s 
Eighth Air Force on D-Day in 
France, has been signed by Hal 
Wallis, who releases through Par- 
amount, to act as technical director 
1 “You Came Along.” 


Pittsburgh 





home from England on 
First Sergeant Chet 
10-day furlough from 


30-day leave. 
O’Brien ona 
“Winged Vic- 


tory” to see his ailing mother in the 
East. 

Vocalists with Maurice Spitalny’s 
new radio band will be Elaine Bev- 
erly, Martha Heinze, John Kirby 
and Ted Perry 

Jimmy Thompson, of KQV, has 
landed the local commercial an- 
| nouncing berth on Raymond Gram 


| Swing’s nightly ‘newscasts. 


ands 


By Les Rees 


Littlejohns holding over with Olga 





Anton at Andy's nitery 

Local RKO exchange led entire 
nation first week of Ned Depinet 
drive 

Arch Zacher), veteran Universal | 
salesman, in hospital following heart | 
attack. 

Reel Fellows’ club to hold second 
|!annual dinner dance at Hotel Nicol- 
Jet next month. 


Orpheum has Henry Busse orches- 
coming in following Cab Cal- 
current stage attraction. 

Ben Friedman, Eddie Ruben and 
Ben Blotcky comprising committee 
to assist John J. Friedl in forthcom- 
ing industry Red Cross drive in ter- 
ritory. 


Vi & Vilma, dancers, into Hotel 
Nicollet Minnesota Terrace’ with 
|holdovers Harry Carroll & Polly 


Baker, Selma Marlowe Dancers and 
Perry Martin orchestra. 











Plays Out of Town 


Conginued from page 0 = 


Come Be My Leve 
pears in one scene of Act II; she’s 
okay, but she rates more chance. Jed 


| Prouty, back from films, is a loqua- 
|cious and not-too®amusing agent of 





| 


the matrimonial] bureau. Esther Dale 
scores as the prying and prudish sis- 
ter, and a gem of a small character- 
ization is that of Viola Dean, as the 
colored maid. Charles Colby and 
Ruth Homond are satisfactory as the 
young lovers. Waters. 





The Clover Ring 
Boston, Feb. 6. 


Haila Stoddard producti« play in three 
Justin Sturm | Savory direc- 


m of 


acts by (ierale 


tion, sets by Aline Bernsteir At the Plym- 
louth, Feb, 6, 1945. x3 | 

N@il Abbott.......6- Philip Merivale 
ey Tee... cd veseren Mrances Reid 
| Doctor Thomas........ Kt mond Greenleaf 
EE i) Gibson 
Mr OS eer Tee Z Russell Gaige 
| Mr. Bixby eer “% Frank Tweddell 


tourna- | 


star of silent films, 


Too Young | 
| who can paint in water color, 


War- | 


| 


} 


| 


| 
| 


When Rex Abbott. an army flier 
comes 
home to Connecticut on a 30-day 
leave from. the Pacific and discovers 
that his father. a widower who can 
paint in oils, is going to marry a 
nurse who appreciates both oils and 


water colors, he. the flier, gets so 
mad he falls in love with the girl, 
wrests her away from his father, and 


departs for the nearest justice of the 


| peace. 
How this story ‘and it’s all there 
but the broken leg which brought 


film | 


Georgie Jessel and | 


;some poignancy 
| gets a gigantic grip on the \ 
|of the 
| hangs on like a bulldog; 


the father and the nurse together— 
plus the episode in which the boy’s 
water colors are deemed better than 
the father’s oils by an art dealer in 
a beard) can consume two hours is 
one of the singularities of the con- 
temporary theatre. It does, however, 


|} and while some of it is pretty good, 


the general level of inspiration is 
hardly sufficient to obscure the fact 
“The Clover Ring” contains just 
about enough material for a brown- 
out 

It is capably 
Merivale, who 


set forth 
manages 


as the 


by Philip 
to achieve 
father who 
rong end 
outset and 
by Frances 
nurse: by Donald Gibson 
and by the others in the 
thing that could 
brilliant dialog; 


stick from the 
Reid as the 
as the flier, 
cast. The only 
it is incredibly 


lack- 


ing that, there seems no hope for it. 
Elie. 
‘Play closed Saturday, Feb. 10, 


after seven perjorima neces.) 


| of Universal Films in Canada for 


few 











Save | 


OBITUARIES 


AL DUBIN 
Al Dubin, 54, prominent song- 
writer, died in New York Feb. 11. 
Details in Music section. 
ROBERT L. MURRAY 
Robert L. Murray, 55, head of 


press relations at American Society 


of Composers, ~Authors and Pub- 
lishers, died in Montreal, Feb. 10. 
Details in Music section. 

FRANK GABY 

Frank Gaby, 49, comedian and | 
ventriloquist, committed suicide in 
St. Louis, Feb. 12 His body was | 
found hanging from a clothes rack 
in a hotel Identification was made 
through papers found on him, which | 
included a contract with USO-Camp 
Shows. He was to have joined the 
show in Oklahoma City the follow- 
ing day. 

Gaby had been a standard act in| 
vaude for many years, first as a} 
comedian and later with ventrilo- 
quism added to his act. With this 


euit, Philadelphia, died at his home 
in Upper Darby, Pa., Feb. 5. 

Long identified with show busie 
ness, Lexey and his sister, Pauline, 
formerly did a vaudeville act. He 
later started with the old Stanley 
circuit as a theatre manager. He was 
in charge of Warner theatres in 
Reading before being transferred to 
Philly about five years ago. Sur- 
vived by widow and two children. 





PVT. DOMINICK TAMBURRI 


Private Dominick Tambu! for- 
nerly of WB’s managerial staff 
the Pittsburgh zone, was killed 
action in Luxembourg in January, 

ithe War Department informed his 
family last week. Young Tambu 
was assistant anage of Warners 
Belmar theatre in Pitt at the time he 
went into the service 


HYMAN ALTMAN 


Hyman Altman, 63, radio commen- 
tator, died at Harper Hospital, De- 
troit, Feb. 10. For 16 years he con- 


AL DUBIN 


A GREAT TALENT 


MAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE 


JIMMY McHUGH 





combo he had been featured in 
vaude and niteries, and also had ap- 
| peared in several musicals for the 
| Shuberts and others. 

Show business friends of Gaby in 
N. Y. were at a loss to know what 
caused the suicide. Those who had 
seen him recently say he appeared 


cheerful. 


CLAIR HAGUE 
Clair Hague, 59, general manager 
29 
years, died Feb. 9 in Toronto, after a 
weeks’ illness. He had been in 
the film business for the last 40 
years and was one of the most ac- 
tive charter members of the Can- 
adian Motion Picture Pioneers’ Club. 

At 16, he toured the Empire vaude- 
ville circuit as a boy hypnotist and 
mind reader early in the century; 
later did a magic act with the Brant- 
ford Minstrels: was film operator 
with Dr. Lee’s Medicine Show. After 
this latter venture, he went into in- 
dependent film exhibiting. 

He joined Universal in’ 1913 as 
general manger in Canada; then 
switched over to the similar title in 
1937 when Canadian distribution was 
taken over by. Empire-Universal. 
Surviving are his widow, three 
daughters, two sons. 


JACK McCARTHY 


ducted the Jewish radio program 
over station WJLB there. Survived 
by widow and a son. 

Harry C. Alber, 52, engineer and 
designer of the National Broadcast- 
| ing Company's studios in Hollywood 
|and San Francisco, died Feb. 8 in 
| Hollywood, following a heart at- 
tack. 

Joseph P. Kramer, 55, motion pic- 
ture operator at Norshore theatre, 
Chicago, died in that city Feb. 4. 
Survived by widow, daughter and 
brother. 

Mother of Frances Abrams, sec- 
retary to Milt Schuster, talent 


agent, died in Chicago Feb. 5. Sur- 
vived by husband, six daughters and 
two sons, 


@Mother 70, of Ben Griefer, manag- 
ing director of the Adams and Para- 
mount theatres, Newark, died Feb. 8, 
at her home in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Sister of William Joyce, of the 
William Morris agency radio depart- 
ment, died in New York, Feb. 9. 


Katharine Seymour, 43, radio 
writer, died in New York Feb. 11. 
Further details in radio section. 








Jack McCarthy, 50, until recent) 
one of the came of Pittsburgh's MARRIAGES 
“21” Restaurant on Delray street, Dr. Jessie Marmozston to Law- 
rendezvous for theatrical crowd in| rence Weingarten, Riverside, Cal. 
Smoky City, ended his life by| Feb. 2. Bride is assistant professor of 
drinking poison last week in his | medicine at University of So. Cal.; 
room at the William Penn Hotel. | groom is picture producer. 
McCarthy had been in ill health | Ann Shirley to Adrian Scott, Feb. 
|for several years, ever since a/jg Las ~Vegas. Bride is film actress; 


broken leg he suffered failed to heal | groom motion picture producer. 


widely known 
radio and cafe people, 


properly. He 
among stage, 


was 


having been with the old Yacht Club 
before going into business for him- 
self. 
LAURA CLAIRON 
Laura Clairon, 80, veteran legit 


and vaude actress, died in New York 
Feb. 6. 

Born in Germany, 
country in 180 and made her stage 
debut in support of William J. Flor- 
ence in “The Mighty Dollar.” She 
latter appeared in other productions 
and for a number of years had been 
in dramatic stock. Also appeared 
with Joe Cvuok in the musical, “Fine 
and Dandy” and with Pat Rooney 
and Marion Bent in several of their 
vaude production acts. 


LESLIE BINGHAM 


Leslie Bingham, 61, legit actress, 


who in private life was the wife of | 


Joseph Byron Totten, playwright- 
producer, died Feb. 8 at her home in 
Adamston, N. J. 

Mrs. Totten had been on the stage 
for a number of years, 
several of her 
and also, in such Broadway 
“Johnny Belinda,” “Of Thee I Sing” 
and “The Patriots.” 


The latter was 
her last Broadway engagement. 
Survived by husband. 
JOHN A. LEXEY 
John Anthony Lexey, 55. district | 
manager for the Stanlev-Warner cir- ' 


she came to this | 


appearing in | 
husband’s productions | 
plays as | 


William 
Feb. 11. Bride 
Tonv ‘¢Villanova) 


ical restaurateur. 


Frances Miranda to 
Donov an, New York, 
‘ dai of 
Miranda, 


Cpl. 


ig} \te Yr 


theatr 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Cal Shrum, son, Los 
Angeles, Feb. 6. Mother is Alta Lee, 
singer; father is western orch leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Blake, son, Chi- 
cago, Feb. 5. Father is nitery and 
vaude performer; mother is a dancer, 
known as Mona Leese. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Miller. 
Louis, Feb. 2. Father 
the 885 Club, Chicago 
known as Chautse Shea in nitery 
field, is Laverne, former ice skater. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Cafferty, son, 
Chicago, Jan. 31: Father is staff an- 
nouncer at Station WGN. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Farrow. 
ter, Hollywood, Feb. 9 
writer-director: mother 
| O'Sullivan, screen player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Kraeft, 
, daughter, Chicago, Feb. 7. Father is 
Blue Network staff announcer. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Charle Morin, 
daughter, Hollywood, Feb. 4. Father 
is CBS Coast sales manager. 

| Sgt. and Mrs. John Last 
daughter, Joplin, Mo., Feb. 7 
was with Wm. Morris 
fore induction. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Page. son, Sydney, 
Australia, Dec. 25. Parehts known 
professionally as Page & Nona, have 
been playing the Tivoli circuit there 
for past four years. 
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] ...more than any other human being! 
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. 7] SHE voice of Bing Crosby probably has beea heard by more 


people than the voice of any other human being who 
ever lived. 

Why? What magic is there in one man’s song to make 
millions buy his phonograph records? 

We think it’s because the big, full, friendly voice of Bing 
Crosby is so unmistakably American. A voice that can laugh 
at America’s jokes... exult in America’s triumphs... ring out 
our faith and hope... whisper our love songs. 

Ic dos things to you, this voice. You thrill to its vibrant power 
in “God Bless America”. . . You chuckle when it asks, “Is 
You Is Or Is You Ain’t Ma’ Baby?”. . . You drift into 
a pleasant kind of day dream when you hear “I'll Be 
Seeing You” in that warm, sof voice. 








You feel good inside when it sings “ White Christmas”... and 
“Don’t Fence Me In” puts a faraway look in your eyes. 

It does things to you...takes you to Hawaii, the cowboy country» 
the old South...to a dozen foreign lands! 

Ie never pretended to be a great voice in the operatic tradi- 
tion, Yet it sings every song as if that song were the best one 
ever written. 

You never heard it go high-hac or formal. 

You've always been able to understand every word it sings. 

We're proud that Bing, like many another of your favorite 
entertainers, recotds exclusively for Decca. 

Because, you see, we've set ourselves to the task of 
bringing you the kind of music you like best—played 
and-sung the way you like to hear it. 


Copyright, 1945, Decca Recor 








